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Dance Research Committee: Mady Newfield, Martha Awdziewicz 

Auauauau 

(Roma/Romanian) 

Auauauau (ow-ow-ow-OW), the dance name, comes from the nonsense words in the chorus of the song. The 

dance was choreographed by Daniel Sandu using Roma-style movements to popular Romanian party music. 
The dance has been taught in various places by Roberto Bagnoli, including at 2024 June Camp, and by Lee 

Otterholt. Mady Newfield presented it at Pourparler 2024. 

The song, Ziua-N Care Tu m-Ai Sarutat, is performed by Carmen Chindris and Taraful Rutenilor. The title 

of the song means “the day you kissed me.”   

Music: 2/4 meter  Search on the internet for the song name “Ziua-N Care Tu m-Ai Sarutat.” It is 

available on several music platforms. 

Video: An internet search for “Auauauau” will yield several videos. 

Formation: Dancers standing individually in a circle or open circle. 

Steps & 

Styling: 

Roma style. Exuberant, with relaxed knees and shoulder and body movements. Arms move 

freestyle and expressively. 

Two-step: Step R fwd (ct 1); step L next to R (ct &); step R fwd (ct 2); hold (ct &). Can be done 

with opp ftwk in any direction. 

Side-Behind: Step R to R (ct 1); step L behind R (ct &). Can be done with opp ftwk and 

direction. 

Meas  2/4 meter PATTERN  

   INTRODUCTION. No action. Start with the vocals. 

 I. FIGURE I (singing). Facing ctr, moving fwd and back. 

1-2  With hands diagonally out to sides, two two-steps moving fwd. 

3  While shimmying shldrs, step R fwd with bent knee (ct 1); step L back (ct &); step R next to 

L (ct 2).  

4  Repeat meas 3 with opp ftwk. 

5-6  Repeat meas 1-2, moving bkwd, away from ctr. 

7  Step R in front of L with bent knee and clap with arms stretched forward (ct 1); step L back 

into place (ct &); step R next to L (ct 2). 

8  Repeat meas 7 with opp ftwk. 

9-12  Repeat meas 1-4. 

13-14  Touch ball of R ft fwd and twist R heel to R while pushing R hip up (ct 1); twist R heel back 
to left and lower hip (ct &). Hands/arms/shoulders are moved expressively: R hand on hip, L 
hand over head or R hand up, L hand on waist. Repeat movement three times during the two 

measures. 

15-18  Repeat meas 5-8. 

19-20  Repeat meas 13-14 (Twist-and-Release). 

 II FIGURE II (instrumental). Facing ctr, moving to R, then to L with turns. 

1  Two Side-Behind steps moving CCW. Clap hands high with each R step. 
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Auauauau – continued 

2 Repeat meas 1 cts 1-&-2, then hold (ct &). Wt remains on R. 

3-4 Rotating slowly CW in place: step on ball of L fwd and across 

(ct 1); step R in place to turn ¼ CW (ct &). Repeat 3 more 
times to complete a full 360° rotation. Arms are extended to

sides with bent elbow, hands up. 

5-8 Repeat meas 1-4 with opp ftwk and direction (move to L and 

turn CCW). 

9-16 Repeat meas 1-8. 

Sequence: Repeat Figs I and II as described above two more times; step 

R fwd on the final note. 

Lyrics (with thanks to Andrew Carnie) 

Ziua-n care tu mai sarutat 

Mi-a dat toata viata peste cap 

Buzele tale dulci ca mierea, ochii tai imi iau puterea 
Gura ta imi da fiori 

Ce mi-ai facut ca ma omori 

Au, au, au, au … 

Nu credeam c-o sa ma indragostesc 

Dar inima nu pot s-o opresc 
Au, au, au, au … 

Nici noaptea sa dorm eu nu mai pot 
Ca tu mai innebunit de tot 

Au, au, au, au … 

Translation 

The day you kissed me 
It turned my whole life upside down 

Your lips sweet as honey, your eyes take my strength 
Your mouth gives me chills 

What did you do to me that you’re killing me 
Oh, oh, oh, oh … 

I didn’t think I’d fall in love 
But I can’t stop my heart 

Oh, oh, oh, oh … 

I can’t even sleep at night 

You’re even more crazy than me 

Oh, oh, oh, oh … 


