People Worth Knowing

EHE: SBILDENS

By . . ALTHEA LUBERSKY

There's one sure way to spot a new-comer to Marin county. The first
time he goes to a folk dance party, he’s sure to ask: ““Who is that good-
looking couple in those gay costumes? - the ones who are obviously doing
a favorite dance’’?

And we know that he means Scott and Claire Tilden, because they’re
always in costume; they're always dancing with spirit and evident pleasure,
and every dance is their favorite!

Scott and Claire started folk dancing in 1947 with Chang’s first class
in adult education in Marin, and haven’t stopped since. Wherever they go,
they draw friends to themselves and to folk dancing through their match-
less enthusiasm and that Tilden magicthat makes everyone feel very spec-
ial! They brighten every party they attend; they carry the gospel of folk
dancing wherever they go. On vacations they take their records and player;
and if there is no folk dancing program, they become the entertainment
committee and put one on!

They cooperate enthusiastically and whole-heartedly with every program
for the betterment and spread of folk dancing and have originated many
themselves. One of their early inspirations was the design and construc-
tion of what is now appropriately known as the Claire de Lune pavilion at
the Art and Garden Center in Ross. In 1955 this outdoor dance platform
was built and landscaped by the folk dancers with Tildens’ directions and
help. The project was financed by summer dances and by prize money won
in Marin Art and Garden Fair competitions.

For the next three years Claire taught a group of about ten teen-agers
in her home each week — taught them everything from Oklahoma Mixer to
the Hambo. Their pretty daughter, Penny, who is now married to Don
Aspey, and is, herself, the mother of a little girl, was in this class and
helped cajole several of the boys into wearing Russian and Hungarian
shirts! Cute Crispin Tilden was still too young to be interested in boys
or dancing.

The Tildens are members of the Hardly Ables, Scott having been Pres-
ident, and Claire, Treasurer. Claire is a former Vice President ofthe Marin
Dance Council, and Scott is now in his second year as President of that
group.

[Last July Scott instigated the compilation of a master listof Federation
dances taught in Marin county, and with the assistance of Ann and Bill
'Alvy, these dances were classified as beginner, intermediate, high-
intermediate and advanced, based on number of sequences and complexity
of steps. This list has been of immeasurable help in planning festival and
New Year’s Fve dance programs, together with the Tilden-inaugurated pol-



icy of having on the dance committee a representative of each of the three
main levels of dancing, with a pre-planned ratio of dances,

One of Claire’s petprojects is the costume clinic, which she originated
with Vi Hennessey, as Chairman, and Edna Pixley, as Vi’s assistant.
They all are doing research on costumes and embroidery, are collecting
books and adaptable patterns, and are most generous in giving assistance
and advice. Claire and Scott both believe that costumes add a great deal
of pleasure and color to folk dancing and have a collection of costumes,
themselves, among which are Russian, [talian, Hungarian, Czechoslovakian,
Polish and many others. Scott is particularly proud of his hat collection,
which includes Western, Mexican, Jugoslavian, Argentine, and French
sailor. It might be said here that Scott’s Hungarian costume was quite a
sensation at the most recent Karlstad Ball, when the girls in Schuhplattler
Quadrille decided to swish his divided skirt!

The Tildens both grew up in San Rafael, where they have gained no
small amount of recognition as landscape architects. Their own home is
charmingly informal; their garden is delightful, and their swimming pool is
so irresistibly inviting that each year at Christmas time one or two of
their more robust friends take a brief but invigorating midnight swim in the
52 degree water!

In addition to mid-winter swimming, Scott’s hobbies are landscape
painting and fishing. When he disappears up the river on a vacation morn-
ing, Claire never knows whether he will come home with another painting
to be framed, with a fish to be cooked, or with Britt (their German shep-
herd) to be de-skunked!

Looking to the future, Claire and Scott are now endeavoring to intro-
duce a more attractive selection of folk dances into the schools. They
have long felt that boys, particularly, should be taught the vigorous, lively
type dance that appeals to them and that these should be Federation dances
which they will find when they go to festivals.

““These young people are our future dancers,” says Claire. “‘Once the
folk dance bug bites them, that familiar music will sound as wonderful to
them as it does to us’’! '

And there’s that Tilden magic again — every dance, every person is
special to Claire and Scott!

(Editor’s Note: For a picture of the Tildens, please turn the page.)

For an accurate and detailed description
of a Slovenian costume for men and women,
we refer you to Page 7 of the February
1957 issue of "Let'!s Dance" magazine.



Claire and Scott Tilden in Hungarian Costumes



