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The new edition of JIM HULL’S lit-
tle. book, SQUARE DANCE CALLS

" AND EXPLANATIONS, is due from

the press any day. This little, inexpen-
sive book is widely used by dancers,
teachers and callers.

The HARMONY HOEDOWNERS of
QOakland had the SAN FRANCISCO
SQUARE CUTTERS as their guests for
an evening of American squares and
rounds on March 29.

“Calling” is really being given at-
tention in the area. The Oakland Adult
Education Department is sponsoring its
second callers’ class—20 enrollees!

THE POLK-Y-DOTS of Stockton
hosted a party for beginning folk danc-
ers in the area, on March 25, in the
Civic Auditorium. A dual celebration—
the fifth birthday of the Polk-Y-Dots
and the March of Dimes. An exhibition
by the POLK-Y-TOTS—<children of the
DOTS—was a square, and the caller
was seven-year-old BOB HARRIS, son
of SALLY and LAWTON HARRIS.
Children in the exhibition were all in
the 6- to 8-year age range. Squares have
certainly become popular in Stockton!

At the San Francisco Museum of Art,
Folk Dances of Many Lands were pre-
sented on programs given March 3 and
10. Cowboy squares were presented by
the GATESWINGERS at the first show,
caller VERA HOLLEUFFER; and
American squares were presented by
the REDWOOD CITY DOCEY-DOE
GROUP, caller, MILDRED BUHLER.
Both clubs turned in excellent exhibi-
tions.

ED KREMER handled the squares
section of the Teachers Institute held in
Sacramento March 4. This institute was
held by the Sacramento Council of the
Federation.

The CIRCLE EIGHT, ISLANDERS
and FROLICKERS of Alameda gave
a surprise party for GRETCHEN and
BILL. CASTNER on Saturday night,
February 25. One Hundred and fifty
Castner admirers were present. The sur-
prise for the Castners was a baby bug-
gy, a bassinette and a year’s diaper

service—INUF SED!

SAM STERN’S orchestra furnished -

*he music for the Square Dance Jam-
soree held at Castlemont by the Callers’
\ssociation. Good floor and good acous-
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CALLER of the Month

- an active part in church work.

ER FATHER was caller, emcee and

host, making sure that all of the cow-
boys met the lonesome ladies; her mother
played the piano, and Edith Thompson of
San Bruno attended her first square dance
at the age of six weeks, in a basket that
was placed on top of the old square piano,
back in western Colorado. )

Her mother tells the story, declaring
Edith neither cried nor slept the whole
night through, but lay there wide awake
intent on all that went on about her. Their
transportation was a horse-drawn wagon,
and they would leave home at mnoon in
order to cover the 22 miles to the dance
by evening. Then they would dance all
night and return the next morning, catch-
ing up on their sleep while the horses °
took them safely some.

Edith started dancing at a -very early
age, before she was old enough to go to
school, and she learned to play the piano
sitting on her mother’s lap while her
mother was giving lessons. After the fam-
ily moved to Eureka some 20 years ago,
they continued their old time dances right
in their home and her mother, Mrs. Bee
Barnett, still is a folk and square dance
leader in that area.

Since moving to San Bruno, Edith and
her husband, who is also musical, have
been active in both folk and square danc-
ing in this area. Edith was a charter mem-
ber of the Square Cutters and has been
dancing with the Tyroleans for four years,
serving as their regular caller. She also
teaches two adult groups for the South
San Francisco Recreation Department, plus
two teen-age groups. With her husband and
his brother she has formed an “old time”
dance trio, composed of a fiddle, guitar
and piano. And she is now secretary of the
Callers’ Association of Northern Califor-
nia.

Besides her husband, her family includes
two young daughters, and Edith finds time
to- be a girl scout leader besides taking

As a caller Edith has come a long way
in her two and a half years of active call-
ing. She has a lively and contagious spirit
in her calling, plus a line of patter that
is fresh and individual, and proves most
delightful to the dancer. (Photo by Tony
Gaudio.)

tics made the dancing most enjoyable.
Mix into that, 21 callers and 400 danc-
ers, and the result is—FUN!

DATE to be remembered—ifirst Sat-
urday night of each month is party
night at Kentfield Junior College. JOL-
LY SQUARE STEPPERS are hosts and
everyone is welcome. Live music by

members of the group. M.C—CHAR-

LEY REINDOLLAR. )

CIRCLE O PROMENADERS spon-
sor square dance parties the second and
fourth Saturday nights of each month.
Place, Brown’s Hall, Mill Valley.
FRANK SHONIG, M.C. Try it!

JOE UPTON had his TODDLERS
(8- to 10-year-olders whose parents are
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