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Wherever, and whenever, there is a chance to further folk dancing in
Southern California, thereyou are sure to find Valerie Staigh. Few, if any,
Southland Dancers have done as much for the furtherment of the movement
as has this girl. Her meticulous and careful planning leave nothing to
chance and anything Val undertakes will be completed to perfection. The
enjoyment folk dancers get from many of the activities in Southern Calif-
ornia are due to her thorough and painstaking preparations.

Val was introduced to folk dancing in 1950 by Virginia Thomas and has
been active ever since. In I'ebruary 1952 she joined the Gandy Dancers
and is still an active member of the group and dances in almost all their
exhibitions. She has been elected to every executive office of the Gandys
and is still serving on their Executive Board and on various committees.
At the same time Val was also president of the International Dance Circle
for two years.

The many costumes required for dancing in exhibitions stimulated an
active interest in collecting, researching and makingof authentic costumes
which, at the last counting, numbered 22. Several years ago Val also be-
came interested in costumed dolls and now has a very fine collection of
over 100 dolls from all around the world.
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In 1952 Valerie began attending Federation Council meetings and can
count on the fingers of one hand the meetings she has missed in the past
10 years.

In 1954 Valerie was appointed to the Research and Standardization Com-
mittee and has served as its secretary ever since.

Also in 1954 Valerie was elected Recording Secretary of the Southern
Section of the Federation, holding that office for 2 consecutive terms. The
following year shewas elected Vice President, becoming President in 1958
and holding that office for two terms, also.

In 1956 the then-President, Minnie Anstine, appointed Valerie as chair-
man of a committee to organize a newFolk Dance Camp for the South, which
isthe now well-known Santa Barbara Folk Dance Conference. Serving as
chairman for the first three years, Val continued to serve actively on the
Committee and returns this year for her second three-year stint as Con-
ference Chairman.

The first task undertaken when Valerie became IFederation President
was the incorporation of the Folk Dance Federation, South; then followed a
revision of the By-Laws and the Standing Rules. Next came the compilation
and publication of ““Advantages of Belonging to the Folk Dance Federation™
and “Festival Advisory’”, which are still being used. Valerie also en-
couraged dancers to attend the Council Meetings, pushed for better atten-
dance by the various club delegates and worked in innumerable other ways
for the general promotion of organized folk dancing.

The first half of 1962 has been the busiest yet, in fact, more than some
folks would do in several years. Her second term will be served as Par-
liamentarian of the Federation, South; chairman of the Nominating Committee;
busy with theTeacher Trainin g Seminar, Special Federation Meetings,while
all the time keeping up with the R & S Committee, the Gandy Dancers and
the chairmanship of the Santa Barbara Committee.

With all these activities V alerie even finds time to hold down a position
as an executive secretary in one of Southern California’s major aircraft
companies. With dedicated and energetic people like Valerie working for
furthering and betterment of the Folk Dance Movement it cannot help but
grow!




