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news. Because of this, the reality of the war didn’t
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reach his Jewish family until 1943, when David was
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living near Minneapolis. He made an oral history with
They spent time in various Displaced Persons
MPR in Minnesota and spoke about leaving the
Camps, and eventually made their way to New York
village with other Jews as their neighbors watched,
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The family was taken to Birkenau in Poland.
Only David and Erwin survived the war. All their
Known as Auschwitz II, it served as the extermination
other family members were killed. The two brothers
camp for about 1 million people. Erwin recalled that it
returned to Germany in 2008, touring Dachau, the
was there, standing in line, that he noticed a pattern:
camp they had been marching toward before being
the old men and young boys walked in one direction,
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“One way was to the labor camp and the other
David came to SLAC in 1962 working in the
way probably was the crematorium,” he recalled.
Accelerator Physics Department and was one of the
David was already 16, but Erwin lied about his
originators of the basic SLED scheme. Even after his
age, saying he was 16, rather than 15 years old and
retirement, SLAC continued to give him his own
that lie saved his life. He and David were assigned to
office.
forced labor, which did not mean they were safe, but
they escaped the crematorium.
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