HAVE YOU MET THE MOORES ?
By . ... Bea Whittier

I would like you to meet John and Burnel Moore, two ardent Folk Dan-
cers, who were instrumental in giving birth to Folk Dancing in Sacramento
back in 1944.

*‘Johnnie’” and *‘Bunny”, as they are affectionately called by their
hosts of friends, are both native Californians. They were introduced to
Folk Dancing in 1942, when Johnnie was employed by the U.S. Engineers,
in San Francisco. While making their home in Burlingame, they attended
a recreation class sponsored by the City of San Mateo. From this class
Roy Zellick, one of the participants, started a group, which later became
known as the Palomanians.

In 1943 the Moores returned to Sacramento, when John went back to
work for the Division of Architecture, in the State Department of Public
Works, where he is now Supervisor of the Special Projects Section. At that
time there was no organized Folk Dancing in Sacramento, but a short time
later Bunny learned of a class held at the YWCA once a week. Here they
met Carol Squires, who became a leader in the Folk Dance movement here.
With some couples from this class and others who belonged to a ballroom
dance club, the ‘‘Sacramento Folk Dance Club’ was formed with Carol
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Squires as the teacher. Eventually the Moores taught this club and later
became teachers for the *‘Ardeneros’’ and *‘Circle Square’’, becoming hon-
orary members of the latter group. They were charter members of the ex-
hibition group known as the ‘‘Castanets’’, and have been affiliated with
*‘Whirl-A-Jigs"’, ‘‘Merry Mixers'® and *‘Triple S™'.

At the present time Bunny is secretary of Triple S and is serving her
second year as Sacramento Council Publicity Chairman. John has been
most active in Federation affairs, serving as Director of Extension two
years and as Legislative Representative for nineyears. He keeps in close
contact with Bills brought before the Legislature that might be antagonis-
tic towards Folk Dancing. He has worked tirelessly on jnumerous com-
mittees for the Sacramento Council, and became President in 1955. He was
General Chairman of the Statewide Festival, “Fiesta del Oro", of that
year, and it was through his enthusiasm that the Federation Pageant was
brought to Sacramento and became affiliated with the Camellia Festival
Association. During his term of office and under his careful guidance,
the first Teenage Festival was held here in the Memorial Auditorium.

Son, Neil, and daughter, Linda, are also eager Folk Dancers. Neil
danced with ayoung exhibition group, ‘“Tambourines”, which was organized
by him and sponsored by Bunny, for five years. While stationed in Japan
he danced with a groupthere, and he is now in West Pakistan dancing with
a recreation class, whose director is Buford Bush, from the Bay Area.
Neil, who has married and is the father of two children (making the Moores
very proud Grandparents) is employed as an engineer now working near the
Kashmir border on the largest earth filled dam ever built. Linda danced
with ‘Rhythm Mates'’, a teenage club, organized by her and also sponsored
by her mother. She is now a member of the **Dionysians’’, who have been
doing some exhibition work at festivals. Linda is employed by the State
Department of Welfare, as a stenographer.

The Moore home is always open to Folk Dancers, where a helping hand
is given to any and all Folk Dance activities. In his spare time John has
designed and is building a cabin at Lake Tahoe. He has built most of it
by himself. You should dropin to see his spacious home, there, and enjoy

the Moore hospitality. % @
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LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL GIFT FOR THAT
SPECIAL FRIEND FOR MARCH?

- . . A Subscription to ‘‘Let's Dance"




