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A TRIBUTE TO BEE MITCHELL
By . .

A tribute to one of the best folk dance teachers is what the Kalico
Kutters gave Bee Mitchell when they celebrated their tenth Anniversary
last September.

Bee Mitchell was educated in an Omaha School and graduated from a
Michigan (ollege, with a Major in P.E. She taught in Omaha Public Schools;
then came to California as a physiotherapist in 1928. Ilere she met and
married Don Mitchell and settled down to raise a family.

\s one of the early participants in the folk dance movement, Bee has
been a teacher for over ten years in Stockton, [irst under Adult Education
and now under the Recreation Department; also she teaches folk dancing
in the Lodi Parochial Schools.

Besides teaching folk dancing she has found enough time to be Histor-
ian of the Federation since 1958; served on the Scholarship Committee for
six years; has been llouse Mother for several hundred youths at the Folk
Dance Camp at U.O.P. Bee was the coordinator of a Teachers’ Training
program in Lodi in 1960 that was very successful with 70 enrolled.

The teenagers have received a lot of attention from Bee. She raised
over £1500. for the teenage scholarship fund. This included making and
selling 350 aprons; byspearheading fund raising projects forthe Folk Dance
Camp and the Stockton AreaCouncil, plus the Kalico Kutters’ Pancake
Breakfasts that have been held for four years, enabling the Kutters to send



a scholarship student every year.

Bee has been instructor and leader of the Kalico Kutters for ten years.
Under her guidance the club has maintained 80 to 100 members. The activities
she has sponsored include two annual trips to Kennys Ranch, in Murphys;
a chartered bus trip twice a year to Fresno for their festivities; a New
Year's Party; trips to nearby festivals — all this, plus her teaching faith-
fully every Friday night throughout the year.

But Bee is not alone in her family in folk dance enthusiasm. Her mother
danced until she was 77 and is still an honorary member of the Kalico Kut-
ters. ller son, Bruce, and daughter, Cookie, started dancing in the grammar
school. Bruce Mitchell started teaching folk dancing while still in high
school. Married to a folk dancer, father of future folk dancer, Christopher,
he is now teaching a group in Sacramento. Cookie Mitchell dances in her
brother’s group, and with the Kalico Kutters. She is engaged to marry
Gordon Deeg (a folk dancer).

Don Mitchell has been Bee's partner in all folk dance activities. e
designs and builds, and keeps the P.A. equipment in excellent condition.
Bee says her teaching job couldn’t be done without his indispensibel help
and assistance,

Her hobbies and future plans are somewhat the same - teaching people
to dance, cooking, sewing and enjoying her new gradson, Christopher.
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