Around
THE SQUARE SET

By Peg Allmond

THE OAKLAND FESTIVAL, held at
the Auditorium on January 15, nof only
raised a mountain of soap for Europe,
but tried something new in program-
ming squares. Only two callers were
used for each session, each caller called
three tips. It was nice arrangement and
LEONARD MURPHY and CHARLES
BASSETT, afterncon, and CLARENCE
CROOKS and BILL CASTNER eve-
ning, turned in bang-up calling jobs.

THE NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA
SQUARE DANCE CALLERS ASSOCI-
ATION will handle the evening part of
the March Festival. Place—Washing-
ton High School, 34th and Geary
Streets.

It was decided at the last TEACH-
ERS' INSTITUTE that & gortion of the
next Institute will be devotad to teach-
ing of basic square figure:—particu-
larly fhose includec on zome of the

most popular squars =

A group from Susanville made a
"dancers' holidav” of the weskend pre
ceding the last teachers’ institute.
J. R. and NOONA PARKWOOD, IR-
VING and NORMA GILMORE, MARY
and GENE ASHE an E. MNIXON
came down in the mi of the week

and danced with a different San Fran-
cisco group avery might—rthen fook in
the Institute. They were thrillad with
the new things they picked up to take
back to Susanville.

CHARLEY REINDOLLAR M.C.d
the first party of the year of the Tam-
alpais Center of the Collzas of Marin,
at Kentfield January 21. Live music
and nine callers gave the 14 assembled
squares a wonderful evening of danc-
ing. Gaod eats too!

Keep your eye on LES CLARK—he
olays wonderful hoedown music on the
fiddle. LES is publicity chairman of the
Northern California Callers’ Associa-
tien.

STATION KVSM, San Mateo, has
moved in fo Bondy's for the Sunday
morning  broadcast of "Calling All
Folk Dancers' which is M.C.'d by MIL-
DRED BUHLER. Now you can have
"Breakfast At Bondy's” and be part
of the audience for Mildred's program
at the same time. New time for this
broadcast is 10:30 to 11:30 every Sun-
day niorning.
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' CALLER OF THE MONTH

Six foot-three Jack McKay, newly elect-
ed president of the Square Dance Callers’
Association of Northern California, takes
the spotlight as Let’s Dance! begins an-
other new feature.

Everyone who knows and works with
Jack is impressed with his warm and
friendly personality, his contagious en-
thusiasm for his work, his genuine desire
10 serve, his kcen ability as a leader and,
above all, his smooth, clear style of call-
ing.

Jack has been in the folk dance move-
ment since 1940, was a charter member
of the Fun Club and their president and
representative at that historical meeting
in Lodi in 1941 which resulted in the or-
ganization of the Federation. He became
a Gateswinger early in 1944. Then in No-
vember of 1944, while in the army, he was
sent to New York City, where he visited
the Community Folk Dance Center. He
introdueed himself as a folk dancer irom
the Fnn Club and Gateswinger groups of
San Franeisco, and Mary Ann Herman,
who was in charge, immediately intro-
dueed him as a Square Dance Caller {from
California. Before he eould escape he was
calling his first square, got through 1t
somehow, and claims he enjoyed the ex-
perience. He returned from the service
in 1946, took up calling in earnest, with
the help and encouragement of Vera Hol-
leuffer and, as he states it, “the patience
of the dancers at the Fnn Club and Gate-
swingers.” A few months later he hecame
instruetor of the Gateswingers’ beginners’
class. He has atiended Lloyd Shaw’s In-
stitute twice, once at Stanford in 1947, and
again at Colorado Springs in 1948.

He has served as president of the Edge-
wood Folk Dancers, is head of his own
American  Square and Round Dance
Group, the Square Cutters, has been Fed-
eration Couneil Representative for the
Fun Club, Gateswingers, Edgewood Folk
Dancers, and thc Square Cutters, and
served as ehairman of the nominating eom-
mittee for the Federation election in
1948. He has also served as chairman of
the two square dance jamborees sponsored
by the Gateswingers for the Federation
in 1948 and 1949. (Photo by Jerome Kilts)

SQUARE DANCE CALLERS ASSOCI-
ATION which started just one year ago
with fourteen members began its sec-
ond year with fifty-one members. Elec-
fion was held Sunday, February 5.

New officers elected are Jack Mec-
Kay, president; Bill Castner, vice presi-
dent; Edith Thompson, secretary; Paul
Hungerford, treasurer; Phillip Maron,
historian. Committes chairmen elected
were Sandy Tepfer, program; Erwin

‘Bischoff, research; Mildred Buhler, pub-

licity; and Scotty Mcleod, member-

ship.

Qutgoing President Erwin Bischoff
gave a fine report of the year's activi-
fies, and everyone agreed the associa-
fion is meeting a definite need, and is
progressively serving the needs of the
square dancers of Naorthern California.

Prospective members may contact
Robert "Scotty”" Mcleod in regard to
the necessary procedure. The Associa-
tion welcomes new members, but the
club is for callers and not for general
square dancers.

23



