DVORA LAPSON

Interview by MIRIAM LIDSTER, Stanford University

“I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord which
made heaven and earth.”

HIS QUOTATION from the 121st Psalm is symbolic of

the feeling that Dvora Lapson gave to those who met,

talked and danced the Palestinian dances with her at
the fourth Folk Dance Camp at College of the Pacific. Her
honest sineerity, humility and graciousness presented the
dances of new Israel so that all participants felt that they
were united in a lasting bond of fellowship through the ever-
lasting medium of felk dance.

When I asked Dvora how long she had been dancing, her
eyes danced merrily and she said, “As long as I can remem-
ber.” As a child she loved to move to the rhythmic Jewish
tunes and songs.

Dvora Lapson was born in New York City and received
her college education at Hunter College in New York. It
was here that her study of anthropology paved the way for
her pioneering job in Hebraie dance, both here and abroad.
She decided to use the Jewish gesture, their way of moving,
and Jewish themes in her dance work. She did this because
she thought that the Jewish movements were “very beauti-
ful,” and because she thought that “there was a pioneering
job to be done both in the dance field and in the concert
work of the stage.”

In order to become an expert in any dance field, one must
be steeped in the culture, language, customs and folkways
of a people. To gather knowledge of the Jewish people, Dvora
made long research tours to Poland and east European coun-
tries where Jewish groups lived in individual cultural com-
munities. She studied the folk lore, ritual and folk dance of
these countries as well as the folk Tore of Palestine before
the Hitler regime. This malerial she has translated into an
original repertoire for the concert stage.

For the past seven years Dvora’s Hebraic dance programs
have heen presented by the American Museum of Natural
History, New York City, on their series “Song and Dance
Around the World.”

Dvora is extremely proud {and who wouldnt be?) that
two years ago she was invited as the first American daneer
to dance in Israel. During the six-month tour she danced
for the army of Israel, as well as its collective agricultural
communities, its villages and on the concert stage of the large
cities. She is still active in concert work, but even through
all of the excitement of the theater she has not lost sight of
the ever-increasing need for teachers in the education field.

Mrs. Lapson is director of the danee department, acting
dance consultant, for the Bureau of Jewish Education in
New York, and for the past fifteen years has presented teach-
er training courses for teachers of Jewish festival and folk
dance. Under the sponsorship of the Jewish Culture Coun-
cil, she has directed dances and pageants in the publie high
schools of New York City. She has introduced dance in the
Jewish schools of New York City as part of their religious
education, and has acted as a consultant on Jewish and Israel
dance for the board of edueation of the public school system.
Palestinian dances have been introduced and have now be-
come an integral part of the physical education curriculum
for New York City.

(Continued on Page Twenty-two)
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The three pictures above were drawn from the worship service in dance

as presonted by Folk Dance Campers, under the supervision of Dvora
Lapson, Lucile Crarnowski and Miriam Lidster, in the Morris Chapel
of the College of the Pacific [photos by A. C. Smith).
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DVORA LAPSON

(Continued fromm Page Seven)
Throughout this period of concert dance
and educatien, Dvora Lapson has ereated and
produced more than 100 danees based on Bib-
lical and Jewish festival themes. These dances
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have been used all over the country, and have
been notated in a book called Jewish Festival
Dances the Year ’Round, published by the
Jewish Edueation Committee of New York.
When Gert Kauffman, head of the folk danee
committee in Israel, npon Dvora’s invitation
visited and tanght in this eountry, they ar-
ranged the melodic lincs and notated dances
for a recently-published book on new Israel
daneces. This book is at present in mimeo-
graphed form and available through the Jew-
ish Eduecation Committee.

Before eoming to the West Coast and to
College of the Pacifie, Dvora supervised the
recording of eleven dances for Folkraft. These
recordings have facilitated the teaching of
the Palistinian danees and have made this new
and thoroughly delightfnl style of dance avail-
able to many.

While dancing with Dvora, many of us won-
dered and asked about other Jewish dances
we had learned in past years. What were the
irne dances of Palestine? And as she gave the
concept of the new dance of Israel in her
teaching, so will I try to pass on her explana-
tion to all.

On her coneert tonr of Israel in 1949 Dvora
collected material at first hand, and fonnd
that the dances of Palestine have original
choreography. With the exception of the
Hora and Hora Agadati, all the danees are
newly composed within the past decade.

“In keeping with the Hehrew Rennaisance
eulture in Israel no danees were planted hod-
ily inlo the new country,” it was explained.
“In composing these new dances the chore-
ographers searched lor a way to express their
new life throngh folk dance., They brought
their own cultures from the various lands
fll‘logy which they came—sixty-five nations in
all.

Wherever Jews have lived in Enrope they
liave danced as Jews. The Jews in Poland
lived in their own group. They danced as

{Continued on Poge Twenty-three)
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nound the
SQUARE
Set

by PEG ALLMOND
STUMPTOWN SWINGERS HOSTED the

Square Danee Jamboree at Guerueville in
Jnly, and as nsual FAY BOWMAN 1ade
everybody happy. COUNTRY GENTLEMEN
furnished their hoe-down music; dancing
stopped at 5 and resumed again at 7:30,
giving daneers an opportnnity to take a swim
and relax in heautifnl surroundings belore
taking up the evening {nn. NICE GESTURE
on the part of THE DESMITH RESORT AT
GUERNEVILLE. They provided soap and
towels and permitted all eallers on the pro-
gram to shower and freshen np between the
danec sessions. Ont-of-town callers and their
taws werc pleased and gratefnl.

MADELYNNE GREENE’S party for VYTS
was a very colorful aflair. Morc beanliful cos-
tumes than have been seen in this area for a
dong time. Madelynne in a long white dress
to cover up the cast on her leg. Exhibitions
were dances taught hy VYTS while he was on
the West Coast. ROY HILBURN and PEG
ALLMOND called the squares.

New officers of the Monterey Bay Area
Callers Association are Jim Larsen of Santa
Cruz, chairinan, and Chet Davis of Hollister,
secretary. Greal sirides have been made in
the area and the next year promises lots ol
new and constrnctive programs and jamhorees.

At the BIG ROUNDUP in SALINAS the
LARIAT SWINGERS put on an exhibition
that was reeeived with ovation, AIl the eos-
tumes were ireated with HAuorescent (black)
light and the effect was startlingly beantiful.
Even the men’s hals, girls pelticoats, and
pantaloons were treated and while the danc-
ing was super the eostumes got the applause.

Next time yon waut an unusual “act” for
your intermission, hoek Ace Smith with his
AFRICAN JUNGLE siont. It eaused much
mirth (and partieipation) at Folk Danee
Camp.

BOB 0SGOOD AND JACK HOHEISAL
were {eatured at the institute of the STOCK-
TON-MODESTO RECION OF THE CALL.
ERS ASSOCIATION recently.

The 8399%ers (like the name?) of Ft. Bragg
meet at THE BARN on Friday and Saturday
nights each week. They invite you to dance
with them. The group consists of teen agers
and adults and their dancing is mighty smaoth.
Heleu and Annett Goranson are the teachers.
Teen Agers Gregg and Sandra Lear visited in
Marin County recenily with their parents,
Margy and Alan Lear. They all dance in the
399  gronp. Incidentally, the 39%ers re-
cently danced in competition at Pt. Arena
and won a ribhon.

RANDY RANDOLPH AND HEPPY wenl
down to San Jose to call recently and THE
DUDES AND DOLLS surprised themn with
JAM AND TEA TOWEL SHOWER. There
WAS some square dancin’ too to Randy™
calling.

KIM KIMLEL and his square dance or
chestra are giving lorth with good hoe-dow:
musie every Tnesday night at the Redwool
Bowl at Monte Rio. Sounds like a good tim
awaits you.

LET'S DANCE!



