ED KREMERS

By WALTER GROTHE

At the Council meeting of the Folk Dance
Federation of California, Northern Section,
November 11 at San Leandro, the announce-
ment was made of the resignation of Ed
Kremers as advertising and circulation mana-
ger of Let's Dance! magazine due to pressure
of personal business.

This resignation represents a milestone in
our Federation history. There is hardly a folk
dancer in the state who does not know “Ed.”
They know that he is the owner of Ed Kre-
mers’ Folk Shop and that he is very active in
Federation affairs, but very few people know
the extent of Ed’s Federation activities and
how much we owe to him.

Ed was the second president of the Folk
Dance Federation of California, and it was he
who started our Federation publication, first
under the name of the California Folk Dancer.
The old timers will still remember the early
festivals where they saw Ed with a sheet of
paper sitting in some corner talking to a folk
dancer and telling all the advantages of sub-
scribing to our publication and thereby build-
ing the nucleus of our present circulation of
Let’s Dance! More than one hundred sub-
scriptions were obtained during the first year
by Ed personally through individual contacts.

Also, in the early days there were very few
teachers and practically no square dance call-
ers. Ed was one of the first in both fields, and
through his example many have been inspired
to follow suit.

After the war when Ed opened up his folk
shop he devoted a great deal of time to help
promote our publication Let’s Dance! and our
volumes Folkk Dances from Near and Far.
When the Federation did not have sufficient
funds to finance the printing of the volumes,
Ed stepped in.

Then came the time when the interest in
folk dancing increased by leaps and bounds,
but we were held back by a shortage of avail-
able recordings. The desire for mew dances
grew, but no recordings were available. Again
Ed was a pioneer. He approached some of the
recording companies and convinced several

that it would be to their advantage to record
folk dances, and -many of the dances now
available were made due to Ed’s initiative.

It is impossible to enumerate all things that
Ed Kremers has done unselfishly for the folk
dance movement and for the Folk Dance Fed-
eration of California. Wherever there was a
need, Ed was available and willing to help.
He has spent hours and hours on committee
work and was always ready to serve as master
of ceremonies, as a caller, and as a teacher.

It is no exaggeration to make this statement:
that we, the Folk Dance Federation of Cali-
fornia, would not be where we are today if it
had not been for Ed Kremers. The vote of
thanks which was given to him at the San
Leandro meeting is only a small expression of
what we owe to him.






