““PROFESSOR BILL' KNIESTEAD By . . Liesl Barnett
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= BILL AT THE PHONE

...Answering one of his

listeners.

...Also a very popular
Square Dance Caller

of Santa Barbara.

Among Southern California’s most popular folk dance personalities are
Bill Kniestead and his wife, Angie. Bubbling good humor, zest for life
and a genuine interest in people have made for “Professor Bill", as he
is known, over the years a host of friends.

Bill was born (“‘I don’t remember the date, as I was only a tiny baby
then and had notyet started to school’’), raised and educated in Chicago.
At age 18, while in Dubuque, [owa, he met his Angie. He claims it was
the nicest item he found there in the dime store! Three years later they
were married and made their home in Chicago.

In 1930 the Kniestead's moved to Pasadena. The business they oper-
ated there speaks of their liking for people: a Ladies’ Wear shop, spec-
ializing in wedding finery; to this the arranging for weddings was soon
added by the energetic Angie.

But “Life begins in 1948’ — Bill’s folk dancing life, that is. That
year, after retiring from business, the Kniestead’s moved to Campbell, a
small community between San Jose and Los Gatos. There they were in-
troduced to folk dancing. The ‘“‘Saracats’’ were hosting a Federation
festival, and among the entranced spectators was our friendly couple from
Chicago. So impressed were they by what they saw, that the very next
day they joined a class taught by Ken and Dorothy Stevens of San Jose.
The ““bug’ had!scored a direct hit and Bill and Angie have been ardent
folk dancers ever since, taking an active partin many festivals and other
folk dance events in the San Jose-Los Gatos area, and becoming very
well known in Northern and Central California Folk Dance circles.

In 1950 the Kniestead s moved again, this time to Santa Barbara, and
the Northern Sections’ loss became our gain, for, being an enthusiastic
folk dancer, Bill immediately “connected’ with a group in Santa Barbara.

Ever since he became interested in folk dancing, Bill has felt that,"if
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the general public could hear *“our music” it would spark a greater inter-
est in this wonderful form of entertainment. Being a persuasive sort of
fellow, Bill managed to sell his idea to the then-manager of radio station
KTMS, Mr. Albinger and so, in 1951, “Dance Time with Professor Bill’
was born, complete with 2 sponsors! Dance Time is now the #1 program
on KTMS, a fact of which Bill is doubly and justly proud, because a lot
of planning, thought and hard work have gone, and continue to go, into
making Dance Time the pleasant, smoothly run show it is.

In 1953, moving a little further south to Ventura, Bill collaborated
with the Ventura Chamber of Commerce in promoting Ventura’s first Fed-
eration Iolk Dance Festival, and a newly-organized folk dance class,
whose instructor was Dorothy Ley. This class grew and flourished and is
still going strong. Their present instructor is a Dorothy, also, Dorothy
Enlow, and the erst-while class has become a member club of the Feder-
ation, known as ‘“‘Buena Folk Dance Club”.

Bill invites folk dancers to visit Dance Time and dance to the tunes
he plays on his broadcasts. He makes spot announcements of festivals
and other folk dance activities, thus giving a boost to Folk Dancing in
every way possible to him. In his capacity as Field Representative of
the Ventura C. of C., both, in Ventura and in California, and also of the
Ventura Merchants Association, and as an active member of the 'nter-
national Lion’s Club, Bill uses all of these groups in his unceasing en-
deavor to popularize folk dancing in all its facets. (And this is retire-
ment? Makes me wonder what went on before this charming human dynamo
retired.) Yet, with all these activities, which are shared by his charming
Angie, these two find still time for more hobbies. Bill says his are fish-
ing, people and, of course, folk dancing, while Angie lists, besides danc-
ing,cooking, baking and the study and acquisition of costumes.

On February 4, 1961, Bill celebrates 10 years on the air with ““Dance
Time". There will be a shindig to celebrate this occasion at the same
studio where this idea was first tried out. Plans are under way to add
special exhibitions this time and to televise the program. Why not plan
to drive to Santa Barbara on February 4, 1961 and join other folk dancers
in honoring a man, who gives so much of himself and his time and talents
to folk dancing, and who is always ready to help in every way he can to
publicize any and all folk dance events. We all wish Bill Kniestead
many more years of happy dancing and broadcasting — he is truly a folk
dancer worth knowing!

Note: If you live in Southern California, Dance Time can be heard in
Santa Barbara, Ventura and San Luis Obispo Counties, and as far south
as Santa Monica, if you live near the ocean. The Station is KTMS, 1250
on your dial, and is heard every Saturday evening from 6 to 7 P.M.
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