CALLER of the Month
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ORN AND raised deep in the
heart of Texas, Herb Greggerson
(shown here with his wife, Paul-

ine), typifies the true, warm-hearted,
friendly spirit that permeates the
very air down “that-a-way.”

Dancing since he could walk, and
teaching the Texas Ranch Dances for
nineteen years, he has built a nation-
wide host of friends who love the
Texas style for its sheer simplicity,
its easy grace, and, last. but not
least, Herb’s easy, refreshing way of
presenting it.

With the aid of his charming little
“taw,” Pauline, and his teen-age son
and daughter, Herbert and Hilma, he
holds three different week long
Square Dance Schools, high among
the pines in Ruidoso, New Mexico,
each summer. His institutes are in
such demand that. in addition he
travels all over the country. teaching
at colleges, universities, and various
recreation centers. His book, Herb’s
Blue Bonnet Calls, makes a welcome
addition to any square dancer’s
library shelf, as does Foot and Fiddle,
the monthly magazine which he edits.

Pioneering the movement when
the ranch dances began to move from
the grange halls into the cities, Herb
has long since been rated as one of
the top “drawing cards™ in the square
dance calling field, and his simple
modesty about his accomplishments
is one of his greatest charms.

Herb’s exhibition set, the “Texas
Bluebonnets,” one of the most beauti-
fully costumed teams in the country,
made history away back in 1938,
when they “barnstormed” all the way

to the New York World’s Fair to pre-
sent an exhibition, dancing hundreds
of miles enroute. According to Herb’s
story they danced in every town they
passed through, wearing out eight
pairs of shoes per dancer. Also added
to their accomplishments was the
winning of the Fat Stock Show
Square Dance Contest eight consecu-
tive years.

One of the four “big names” on
the faculty at Folk Dance Camp last
month in Stockton, he made hun-
dreds of new friends who will long
enjoy in retrospect the happy and
bountiful hours they spent in his
classes, and will eagerly look forward
to his return. One of Herb’s own
original calls which he has graciously
permitted us to print is “Split the
Ring and Around Just One.”

SPLIT THE RING
AND AROUND JUST ONE

First four forward up and back
Forward again and right and left through
(First and third couples pass through
each other, but do not turn back)
And split the ring and around just one
(Ladies go R and gents go L, passing be-
hind one person only)
Down the center, we'll have some fun
(First lady meets third man behind sec-
ond couple, first man meets third lady
behind fourth couple and they go be-
tween the second and fourth couples re-
spectively)
Right and left through and split the ring
and around just one
(First lady and third man pass through
first man and third lady in the center,
then on between the second and fourth
couples, each couple separating, lady
to the R and gent to the L to meet own
partner in the opposite pesition, first
couple in third position, third couple in
first position)
Now down the center with a right and left
through
(Regular R and L through)
Home you go and everybody swing.
On the corner with your left hand
{ Allemande left)
Right to your partner and right on by
Hold with the left arm very tight
Swing her around if it takes all night,
(Each man turns his original R hand
lady around until he can put her down
in her own “home position” and he re-
mains there as her new partner)
Same two gents with a different jane ete.
(The gents always progress around to
their right, the ladies stay at home. Re-
peat the figure four times in all until
everyone is back in original position)

Famous last words. “Just remem-
ber folks, it takes two people to make
a mistake, one can’t make it alone.”
—HERB GREGGERSON.

—By MILDRED R. BUHLER.
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CALLERS ASSOCIATION

NEWS

BY JACK McKAY

This column is designed to give a pic-
ture of the Square Dance Callers Asso-
ciation of Northern California, its aims
and activities.—Ed.

In February, 1949, a group of callers
met and decided to form an assoclation
to provide themselves with an oppor-
tunity to get together and know each
other better, to swap ideas and to pool
their experience for the betterment of
all. Since its organization the associa-
tion has held monthly institutes, during
which a program for standardization of
terminology was instituted, new mater-
ial was presented and individual callers
were assisted in their calling problems.
The association has also sponsored
square dance jamborees in several areas.

Membership in the association has
increased so rapidly that the problems
of attendance at association activities by
members who live a considerable dis-
tance from the Bay Area has become
acute. To remedy this situation and ex-
tend the advantage of membership to
more callers, a policy of regional sec-
tions has been adopted. In localities too
distant from the Bay Area for conven-
ient attendance at association activi-
ties, callers may get together and apply
for recognition as a regional section.
Every four months a master institute is
to be held at which representatives from
the various regions and the central
group will present new material and
ideas. Each region will then hold in-
dividual institutes at which the material
gained from other regions and the cen-
tral group will be presented to their
membership.

The Monterey Bay Region was the
first to be recognized as part of the as-
sociation. At a meeting July 22 twenty-
one callers from that area elected Jim
Fontana as their regional director and
Jim Larsen as their secretary-treasurer.
It is interesting to note that only five of
the twenty-one callers were already
members of the association. Tentative
plans have been made for the organiza-
tion of Stockton, Santa Rosa and other
regions. For more detailed information
contact me at 2194 43rd Avenue, San
Francisco.,

On Sunday, August 6, immediately
following folk dance camp, the associa-
tion secured the services of Ralph Page
for an evening’s institute.

LET'S DANCE!



