
TEACHER
OF THE MONTH
THE GAL WHO "EXTENDS" -

OUR DIRECTOR OF EXTENSION !

Josephine Civello
Southern Californians who

attended ihe recent institute in

Long Beach haven't stopped
raving about it yet. It was the
"baby" of Jo (as she is known to
all) Civello and it was a tremeff-
dous job well-done. Jo,no doubt,
will give a lot of credit to others
for this, and perhaps rightly so

(I only attended and reaped the benefits of the efforts on this workshop),
but the guiding light and driving power behind the arrangements were all
Jo's.

An "acquired" native of Los Angeles, Jo Civello was born with danc¬
ing in her blood.   She never formally learned to dance - it just came natur¬
ally.   What started her in folk dancing is something Jo, herself isn't too
certain about.   Perhaps it was her hobby of sewing, which caused her to
make costumes for dancers; perhaps it was watching some exhibition and
perhaps,it was a combination of both.   At any rate, once "the bug" bit Jo,
she was really bitten and has been active in folk dance circles for a long
time now.

Raised in a rather severe athmosphere, Jo did not dance while living
at home; when she did start, it was with a "dancing-for-the-ladies class.'
This was in 1939 when, infected by the enthusiasms of the dancers for
whom she had been making costumes, she put away her needle and thread
and joined a class in Spanish dancing at El Sereno playground. Getting
rid of past inhibitions and frustrations, Jo has been dancing and teaching
dancing likemad ever since.

Her marriage to "Tony" Civello freed her to the dancing world and the
only things that have kept her from this were the little spells of retirement
necessitated by the arrivals of her two children, Angie and Dick. Now the
children are grown, Jo is a proud grandma, who already has infected her
little granddaughter with the folk dance virus and is putting her into cos¬
tume, thus making her quite a scene stealer.

Dynamic, generous and kind, Jo has never refused her assistance to
handicapped people, veterans and underpriviledged children.

(continued on page 7)
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JOSEPHINE  CIVELLO     (continued)

At first, after the El Sereno playground classes, Jo developed into a
sort of whirling derbish of the playgrounds, flitting from one to the other
to teach Spanish and Mexican dances to children, and producing and dir¬
ecting programs with these children.

By 1950 her reputation was such, that she was approached by innum¬
erable organizations for assistance and advice, or both, in organizing pro¬
grams for the handicapped and for school groups.

Also in 1950 Jo was Introduced to international folk dancing. She
attended a program where the featured attraction was a group of dances
performed by the Pasadena Co-op and nary a Spanish or Mexican dance or
costume in the whole repertoire that day! There were other things, Jo
realized, and they were worth investigating. And investigate them she did
with a vengeance. Jo became a member of the Pasadena Co-op and soon
became the hub for the folk dance activities sponsored by,the Los Angeles
Recreation and Park Department. She then proceeded not only to teach at
various groups, but organized programs for PTAs, Scout groups. Com¬
munity centers. Masons, American Legion and other lodge and service
groups, all the while keeping up her energy .consuming work with handi¬
capped children and adults, senior citizens and various charity organiza¬
tions. If this could still be possible, her dancing snowball gathered mo¬
mentum and turned into a full-fledged avalanche. By 1956 Jo had become
responsible for the teaching program with regards to folk dancing in the
San Gabriel Elementary School District, teaching every class herself, from
kindergarten through the 6th grade. Of necessity at that time other work
with organizations, charity activities and scout badge work became her
extra-curricular activities.

Around this time Jo organized an adult group for the Huntington Park
department and also reactivated the El Sereno group which had been dis¬
solved, borrowing records until she was able to build up a library of her
own. All this time Jo continued her active (and how!!) membership in the
Pasadena Co-op and in 1959 became embroiled in Federation activities,
serving as that groupfe delegate at Federation meetings. Jo is in her
second year as Director of Extension for the Federation, where she has
done a bang-up job and is running for re-election. This, because of her
long association with the Los Angeles County School System is a natural
post for this dynamic, friendly woman.

Among other things, Jo has been program chairman for the Pasadena
Co-op; has worked with the Bachelors^ and Bachelorettes' group, helping
them to establish folk dance chapters at various schools; and is now the
chairman of the Institute Committee for the Southern Section, whose most
recent effort was that already mentioned marvellous institute in Long Beach.

(concluded on page 10)
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LUTHER BURBANK ROSE FESTIVAL
This year's Festival, carried out to the theme of "The United Nation

in Flowers" will be no exception and the Redwood Council is hard at work
to make the FOLK DANCE FEDERATION FESTIVAL, to be held after¬
noon and evening of Sunday, May 21, a fitting finale to the two day celebration.

For those who can spend the week-end in Santa Rosa, the best of ac-
commodati ons are available in motels, hotels and restaurants.

There will be a Rose Parade on Saturday morning, beginning at 10:30
with many colorful floats and riding and marching units competing. And
on Saturday evening the Latter Day Saints will hold a dance festival, in
costume, at Bailey Field, Santa Rosa Junior College, in which thousands
of young people will participate.

The program for the week-end also includes a Horse Show, Art Show,
Flower Show and Carnival along with the Folk Dance Festival.

Ihose of you who missed having the Flower Show in the same hall as
the dancing last year will be pleased to know that it will again be held in
the same building.

Dancing on Sunday will be held in the Veterans Memorial Auditorium,
from 1:30 to 5:30 and from 7:30 to 10:30 P.M.

There will be exhibitions by many of the outstanding groups, folk danc¬
ing to satisfy all and squares called by well known callers from the Bay
Area and the Redwood Empire.

Council meeting in the Veterans Memorial Auditorium Building at 12
noon during which the annual election of Federations Officers will be held.
During the afternoon the new Federation Officers will be presented to the
dancers.

We'll be seeing you in Santa Rosa on May 21st.
... Mildred Highland
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TEACHER OF THE MONTH - Josephine civello
(conclusion)

Tiny Jo (she is barely 5 ft. tall) has more drive and energy than most people
who tower above her. Often, when she leads a line dance at a festival it is
hard to foll6w; she gets hidden by too many tall people. But this busy girl is
never too busy to help and encourage a beginning dancer and to talk to a shy
and lonely person who doesn't quite know how to become acquainted in this
whirling mass of color and humanity that comprises a folk dance get-together.
Her outgoing, easy charm makes people feel at home and she has a host of
friends among dancers and non-dancers alike. Circulating among the spectators
at festivals and programs, she has made countless friends and converted many
a "sitter" into a "whirler", being a one-woman public relations department.
Southern California is happy and proud to call Josephine Civello its

own and we hope for many, many more years of happy association with this
grand woman.
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