TEACHER
OF THE MONTH

THE GAL WHO " EXTENDS" -
OUR DI RECTOR OF EXTENSI ON !

Josephine Gvello

Sout hern Californians who
attended i he recent institute in

Long Beach haven't stopped
raving about it yet. It was the
"baby" of Jo (as she is known to
all) Gvelloand it was a tremeff-

dous job wel | -done. Jo,no doubt,

Will givealot of credit to others

~ for this, and perhaps rightly so

0 the benefits of the efforts on this workshop),

| only attended and reape !
nd driving power behind the arrangements were all

it thie guiding light a

A "acquired" native of Los Angeles, Jo Givello was born with danc-
ing in her blood.  She never formally learned to dance - it just came natur-
aIIY.. What started her in folk dancing is something Jo, herself isn't too
certain about. Perhaps it was her hobby of sewing, which caused her to
make costunes for dancers; perhaPs |t vas watching some exhibition and
perhaps, it was a combinatjon of hoth. At any rate, “once "the bu?" bit Jo,
she ves really bitten and has been active in‘folk dance circles for a [ong

Raised in a rather severe athrmsph%re, Jo did not dance while |iving
at home; when she did start, It was wth a "dancing-for-the-ladres class.
Thi's vas {n 1939 when, infected by the enthusiasms of the dancers for
whom she had been making cost unes, she put away her needle and thread
and joined a class in Spanish dancing at El Sereno playground. Getting
rd of J)as.t [nhibitions and frustrations, Jo has been dancing and teaching
dancing |1 kemad ever since.

Her marriage to "Ton¥" Cvello freed her to the danci n? world and the
only thmqs that have kept her fromthis were the little spell's of retirement
necessitated by the arrivals of her two children, Angie and Dick. Now the
children are grown, Jois a proud grandm, who al,readr has infected her

little ﬂranddaughter With the folk dance virus and is putting her into cos-
tume, thus making her quite a scene stealer.

namc, generous and kind, Jo has never refused her assistance to

handi‘capped peopl e, veterans and underpriviledged children,
(continued on page 7)


NEATPAGEINFO:id=1275593B-C05D-45C7-A82F-10896663DD9E


JOSEPHINE  CI VELLO (continued)

At first, after the El Sereno playground classes, Jo developed into a
sort of whirling derbish of the playgrounds, flitting fromone to the ofher
to teach Spanish and Mexican dances to children, and producing and dir-
ecting ﬁrO%rams wi th these children. ,

her reputation was such, that she was approached by innums
erabl’e organizations for assistance and advice, or both, in organizing pro-
grams for the handicapped and for school groups. ,

Also in 1950 Jo was Introduced to international folk dancing. She
attended a progran1mhere the featured attraction was a group of dances
perforned by the Pasadena Co-op and nary a Spanish or Mexican dance or
costume inthe whole repertoire that day! There were other things, Jo
real ized, and they were vorth investigating. And investigate themsne did
Wth a ven%eance. Jo becane a menber of the Pasadena Co-oE and soon
becare the fub for the folk dance activities sponsored by,the Los Angel es
Recreation and Park Department. She then proceeded not “only to teach at
various groups, but organized prograns for PTAs, Scout groups. Comn
minity centers. Masons, Anerican Legion and other |odge and service
groups, all the while keeping up her energy .consumng work with handi-
capped children and adul ts, senior citizenS"and various charity organi za
tions. If this could still be possible, her dancing snowball gathered m-
mentumand turned into a full-fledged aval anche.” By 1956 Jo had hecone
responsi bl e for the teachlng pro?ranlw th regards to folk danC|n? in the
San Gabriel Elementary School District, teachi n(i every class herself, from
kindergarten through the 6th grade. O necessi y at ‘that time other work
Wi th organ|%at|ons,.char|ty activities and scout badge work became her
extra-curricular activities.

Around this tine Jo organized an adult group for the Hintington Park
dﬁmnnﬁm and al so reactivated the El Sereno group which had been dis-
sol ved, borrowing records until she was able to build up a [ibrary of her
own. Al this time Jo continued her active (and how ) menbership in the
Pasadena Co-op and in 1959 became enbroiled in Federation activities,
serving as that groupfe delegate at Federation meetings. Jo is in her
second gear as DiTector of Extension for the Federation, where she has
done a bang-up job and is running for re-election. This, because of her
long association with the Los Angeles County School Systemis a natura
post for this dynamc, friendly woman. .

Anong ot her th|n?s, Jo has been program chairman for the Pasadena
Co-op; s worked with the Bachel ors™ and Bachel orettes' group, helping
themto establ 1sh folk dance chaEters at various schools: and IS now thé
chairman of the Institute Comttee for the Southern Section, whose nost
recent effort was that already mentioned marvellous institute in Long Beach.

(concl uded on page 10)
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