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Stockton Folk Dance Camp
First WeekMembers ofSusseflisse
Director Heidi Vorst, far left.

More photos o p. 8

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE FOLK DANCE FEDERATION OF CALIFORNIA, INC.



IN THIS ISSUE:

2026 Folk Dance Federation Wall Calendar...20

Let & Dance!
Volume 8 2, No. 7

A Blast From The Past.........ccccoeevvvieieiivnneeeen, 31
SEPTEMBEEDZEJ Calendar of Events.............ccccoeiiiiinniienine, 5
Editor: Loui Tucker Celebrating Music and Dance in Estonia........14

Email: editor@folkdance.com ..

153 Race Street, San Jose, CA 95126 Dance Descriptiog Avant Deux en Ronde....... 29
Assistant Editor: David Hillis Fall Camp.....ccoooiiiieiieee e 27
Address change zlnd membngh;I]Oi @fokd Folk Dance Camp Observations....................... 7.

Marcia Rosenblatt, membership@folkdance.com .

News from Around the Bay: Contributions from clubs From the _Photo Archives........cccoceeeeeeeeeveennnnnn. 22

IN MemMOriam.......c.coouiiiiieei e 30
Federation Officers, North James Kaumeyer Gifts ODC School............... 15
PresidentLaura Richardsompresident@folkdance.com Letters to the EditOr..........cooevvviiiiviiiiieeeies 24
Vice PresidentClem Dickey,vicepresident@folkdance.com  News from Around the Bay.............cococveunee.... 16

Treasurer: Sabine Zappe, treasurer@folkdance.com
Recording SecretanBetsy Mooreeambetsy@gmail.com
Editor: Loui Tucker, editor@folkdance.com

t NSAaARSYy(iQA..a.844al.3S5..3
Scholarships Create Dance Experiences........ 10

Website: www.folkdance.com Speaking of DanCing...........ccccevvvviiieieneeneeennnnns 21
Facebook: www.facebook.com/FolkDanceFed The Family Photo AIBUM.............cccoveveueerrenenn, 6
Federation Offi South We Have a Winnerl.............ccccovvivviviveviiiiiinn, 22

ederation Officers, Sout Welcome New Federation Membelrs............... 2

President: Diane Baker

Vice President: Greg Solloway
SecretaryMargaret Lange
Treasurer: Mindy Belli

Website: www.SoCalFolkdance.org

2 Kl dQa | L) 52.4)..{.2dz0. K&
While Indexind S & Q & MagazhesS.H......25

The deadline forLet&s Dancelis the first day of the
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send to LouiTucker, Editor (editor@folkdance.com).
Opinions expressed iretds Dancelare not necessarily those
of the Folk Dance Federation or of the Editor

The Federatio® Promotion Funds available to Federation
members and clubs, in the form of a grant or a loan, to
promotea specific dance event or folk dance in general.
Readmore about this fund and download an application at
www.folkdance.com under thgervicedab.

The Federatio@s Scholarship Fungrovides financial Your advertising helps suppdretés Dance!Please make
assistanceo dancers wishing to attend dance workshops antthecks payable to theolk Dance Federation Ad rates:

dance camps. Read more about this fund and download an Y% page full page
application at www.folkdance.com under tBervicegab. Member clubs  $50 $90 All ads are in
Donations: The Folk Dance Federation of California is a All others $80 $120 COL

501(c)3) nonprofit organization, and donations are tax
deductible! Gifts and donations are always welcome.
Send to:

Folk Dance Federation Treasurer

153 Race Street

San Jose, CA 95126

Individual: $35/year
Household: $45/year

Mail checks to: Loui Tucker, Editor
153 Race Street
San Jose, CA 95126

©Letés Dance!(ISSN#00241253) is published monthly by

the Folk Dance Federation of California, Inc., with the

ail postage paid at Sacramento, California.

Students: $25/year (26 or under and at least half tim
Group/Club: $40/year

Mail applications, renewals & checks to:
Folk Dance Federation of California, Inc.
Marcia Rosenblatt, Membership

927 Springfield Drive, Milbrae, CA 94030

To post dance event flyers on the Federaliavebsite,
email: webmaster@folkdance.com

WELCOME NEW FEDERATION MEMBERS
Santa Cruz Old Time CollectivieSanta Cruz
Tom Fuller & Michelle Eatori Chico
Alison Bridgesi Chico
Susan Sarnofif Chico
Bonnie Chiros Chico
Rose Fong Chico
Bruxvoort Family T Pacifica

WO W!
happening in Chico?
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Join now! Membership rates: (add $15 for foreign addressesﬁ]xCeptlon of the Maylune and Juhfugust issues. Standard
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PRESIDENT® MESSAGE

by Laura Richardson

My friends, what is the future of folk dancingean

tell you that this summer, we had a bumper crop of
applications for scholarships to fotkance camps.

We fieldeddoublethe normal number of

applications. | find this encouraging! The number of
new dancers interested in learning about folk dancing
seems to be on the rise®la little early to tell if this

is a longterm trend, butdl like to start preparing for

a similar responseextyear. | am requesting that you
consider making a donation to tkederation
Scholarship Fund Any amount will help. dd like to
make sure we can enable everyone to make it to a
folk dance camp, festival, or event who has a desire
to attend regardless of their circumstances.
Immersion in dance can be a lithanging

experience. It is certainly one way to make friends
and form connections.

After the family
hour, we danced with
Lothar Narins as our DJ.
At about 9pm, with an
hour of dancing to go, we
suffered a power failure.
Our speaker died, and thq -
lights went out The (<
emergency lighting kicked _ 2
in to vaguely illuminate &
the dance hall. Lothar hadisgs \ & |
a backup batterpowered g
speaker in the car (always) 5 ,ra RichardsoRhotc
have a backup plan!) and py £ Khuner
soon we were dancing by
the eerie glow of the emergency lights. Peering into
the world outside the front door, it seemed all the
neighborhood was dark too.

| found dancing by emergency lights a delight.
We really could not see each other well in the dim

f )

g |

=
e
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There are many ways you can donate easily, and twjlight, but we were connected by the music and the

they are listed on our website. Log onto
folkdance.com and click
You can usdPaypal,acredit card, Zelle, osend a
checki all methods are welcome. Specify
fScholarshipFundo with your donation. And, your
donation is tax deductible!

Also, theOfficers Ball at the Veterans
Memorial Hall on Saturday, October 4 in
Pleasantonwill be afundraiser for scholarships
Register for this event aoon as you carkarly
registration is very helpful for the organizers.

You could also donate to this worthy cause
when you renew your membership in the Federation.
Every dollar donated to scholarship will enable more
students to attend dance eventsdi@take the circle
bigger!

Have you ever danced at Changs in San
FranciscoOur intrepid Vice Presiderlem Dickey
and | headed north on the 280 freeway on a Friday in
late June to check out the famous dance venue.
Changs has been a folk dance hot spot since 1938.
They have a parkinigt! For those of you unfamiliar
with San Francisco, easy parking is like finding a
unicorn.

The clubhouse has a wsslkasoned dance floor.
Thefourth Friday of each month iBamily Night,
with dances taught by the talented Michel
Hardbarger. Kids with their adults enjoyed dances
like Savila Se Bela Loza, and some | had never seen
that were geared to the youngsténgJuding the
Shovel danceSaintJohn Rivey Peopleton Stick
Dance Zhan Zai Ga Gang Shangand Jungel.

SEPTEMBER?25

Let & Dance!

steps. We humans are mostly visual creatiireke
AR duviEnOan®Pthk otheh fnsds®dvelto fed lp.
As we danced in the dark, my hearing and my sense
of touch became more acute. | noticed the
temperature and grip of the hands | was holdihg
feel of fabric brushing my skin, the background
instruments and harmony in the music. | was
reminded of high school dances in the gym, when the
lights were low and the air was filled with
possibilities. There was a whiff of adventure in the
air, and he darkness transformed the dance
experience into something very special. Sure, we can
choose to turrthe lights low on any night we dance.
However, this twilight was a gift delivered by the
universe, free of chargean opportunity to explore
adaptation. felt lucky to be there on that particular
evening.

| recommend a visit to Changs. | @n
guarantee there will be a power failure in the
neighborhood, bugou will be welcomed into the
circle, no matter how much electricity is flowing. |
learned that even a failed power grid @astop the
dancing at Changs, proving once again that dancers
are resilient!

Stay healthy and happy and keep moving to the
beat!

Dond forget to register for the
Officers Ball on October 4
See p. 28.
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Jim Gold International Folk Tours 2025

Travel, adventure, folk dance, culture

Eastern Europe-The Balkans
BULGARIA-Koprivshtitsa Festival (held every 5 years):
July 29-August 11 Led by Ventsi Milev
Sofia, Plovdiv, Bansko, Veliko Turnovo, Koprivshtitsa
GREECE and the GREEK ISLANDS: October 4-17
Led by Lee Otterholt, Maroula Konti, guide
Athens, Nauplia, Sparta, Olympia, Delphi, Meteora, Mycenae,
Epidaurus. Greek Island Cruise: Mykonos, Crete, Rhodes,
Patmos, Kusadasi
TURKEY: October 17-31
Led by Lee Otterholt
Istanbul, Ankara, Cappadocia, Pamukkale, |zmir, Kusadasi,

Pergamon, Troy, Canakkale, and Bursa broadens

Western Europe
SPAIN: September 11-24
Malaga, Ronda, Cadiz, Seville, Cordoba, Granada

South America

ARGENTINA: Chile ext: October 5-15
Buenos Aires, Salta, Mendoza

BRAZIL: November 3-14
Rio de Janeiro, Salvador, Iguassu Falls

Middle East

EGYPT: February 20-March 2, 2026
Cairo, Nile River cruise, Luxor, Aswan

ISRAEL: October 17-28

Led by Lee Friedman and guided by Joe Freedman
Jerusalem, Masada, Tel Aviv, Galilee, Haifa,
Safed, Golan Heights.

NEW: DELUXE SMALL GROUP TOURS to Croatia and Greece
NEW: Jim Gold International Youtube Channel (Videos of folk
dancing and folk tours)

TOUR REGISTRATION: Reserve my place! $200 per person deposit.
Register on line at: www.jimgold.com/Jim Gold International, Inc.
497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.

(201) 836-0362 Email: jimgold@jimgold.com

one!
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Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions; we assume no responsibility for accuracy.
Additional events can be found fatkdance.com(Community tab).

AUG. 24 FOLK DANCE FEDERATION BOARD MEETING . 3-4:30 pm. Join via Zoom. Meeting
ID: 813 4469 5944. Passcode: 705916. Various topics such as event planning, membership,
scholarships, publicity, insurance, and budget are discubs®d president@folkdance.com.

AUG. 30- LAND DANCERS FOLK DANCE WEEKEND . Santa Cruz Mountains, off Skyline

SEPT. 1 Blvd. near Highway 91 T 6 S , BlIRdoRations are welcome. Camp for the whole weekend or
come for a day. International folk dang on a redwood deck, outdoors under the trees. Info:
BetsyMoore, eambetsy@gmail.com to request a flyer with directions.

SEPT. 4 CITRUS CELEBRATION PARTY (Orange You Glad to See Us?)St. Archangel Michael
Church in Saratoga. 7:300:15. Allrequest dance partyosted by the Saratoga Folk Dancers.
Bring a snack to share for the refreshment table. lioigi@louitucker.com

SEPT. 6 34" ANNUAL POLISH FESTIVAL . Polish American Community Hall, 327 Main Street,

Roseville. Live music, dancing, food, performances, games for children.-Boop m. | T6 S
FREE! Info: Sacpolishclub.com.
SEPT. 13 PENINSULA COUNCIL FOLK DANCE PARTY . St . Bedebs Church Hal

Road, Menlo Park.-10 pm. The emcees will dl@ecky Beniares and Nancy Kay®10. Info
and requests: pfdcparty@gmail.coNext montld s p a r SugdayiOstoberrn 2.

SEPT. 20 BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS INAUGURAL BALL . Live Oak Recreation Center, 1301
Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley-4 pm. $12. Theme: Alphabet Soupfo: berkeleyfolkdancers.org

SEPT.20 CAFE SHALOM MONTHLY ISRAELI DANCE PARTY. Congregation Am Tikvah, 625
Brotherhood Way, San Francisco. 7:BD:30 pm. $10. Info: udy@yahoo.com; 6684-1284.

SEPT.27  DAVID AND MARIJA HILLIS 25" WEDDING ANNIVERSARY PARTY . They are
celebrating n d y o u 0 Liee OaknPark A ceupleof sets of English country dances with
live music thenother dancing2:30-4:30.Info: davidhillisl@comcast.net

OCT. 4 THE OFFICERS BALL . Institute with six local teachers, esite dinner, evening atequest
dancepartyThi s i s the Folk Dance Federationds ann
focuses on the Scholarship Fund. Register early for a discounted package and to get the
Federationds 20 26 Inf@dolkéancd.eomSekragistraton fbryn orbp528.

OCT. 10-12 NORTH-SOUTH TEACHERSOG. MBnEeMbyNnA22R0 Cloister LangAptos.
$270$320depending on accommodationgeachers: Cristian Florescu and Sonia Dioifio:
northsouthfolkdance @gmail.cam

OCT. 18 CAFE SHALOM MONTHLY ISRAELI DANCE PARTY. Congregation Am Tikvah, 625
Brotherhood Way, San Francisco. 7:30:30 pm. $10. Info: udy@yahoo.com; 6884-1284.

OCT. 19 KOPACHKA & BULGARIAN FOLK DANCE PARTY . Live music with Bulgarika on their
tour of theUS. Strawberry Park Recreation Center, 118 E. Strawberry Drive, Mill Valley. $15
($7 students, children free with supervisiomfo: Kopachkadancers.corsee ad on p20.

OCT. 24 50" ANNIVERSARY CONCERT . Go wi c Pdish Fatk Ensemble. Lesher Center for the
Arts, Walnut CreekSee ad on pl19.

OCT. 31- FALL CAMP . BrandeisBardin, 1101 Peppertree Lane, Brandeis, near Simi Valley in Southern
NOV. 2 California. $270$540 depending on accommodations. Main tea€laherine Rudinwith
more to be announced. InfDanceFallCamp@gmail.com®eeregistration form on p. 26.
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THE FAMILY
PHOTO ALBUM

Joanna Foley and Andy Part(above)
joined many other clownisicluding Emily
Stoper and Bruce Carter (righat) the
Under the Big Top party hosted by the
Berkeley Folk Dancers in Julf?hotos by
A. Partos and C. Ghafur.

Lon and Hollis Radin flank Amy
Dzhou. Amy recently started danc
in the South BayPhoto by L. Tucke

Birthdays were celebrated &
Café Shalom in July. From
left, Barry Pearl, Yoel Sberl
Katherine and Rosanna
Horton, and Ellen RorPhoto

by L. Tucker.
From left, Ulrike Narins, Craig Blackstol
and Lothar Narins were among the Che
members who emceed the Peninsula
Councilts July partyPhoto by L. Tucke

Razzmatazz in Santa Rosa hont
Gloria Cotéon her birthdayPhoto
by M.Smith
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Stockton Folk Dance Camp Observations

By Loui Tucker

Photos by L. Ticker

Stockton Folk Dance Camp this year reminded me ofchanges in coupldanangin the United States from

those last few days of high school befgraduating
seniors wenboff to jobs or college. We dropped in to
see our favorite teachers one more time. We visited

the early 20th centurythrough theteenaged dance
rebellion of the 1960s tthe final years othe disco
era had his audience enthralled and deligh#ace

our favorite haunt$ the backstage area of the theatermany of us lived during those years, it was a sweet
the concession stand by the football field, the grove ofvalk down memory lane.

trees by the tennis courté/e gathered with friends to
share memories of triumphs and dramas, romance,
pranks, and parties. Wmnfessed tour hopes and
fears about the future.

At Camp there were daily reminders of our past
at the University of the Pacific: what was happenin
during various decades, what dances we were
learning, and what activities were popular. We had
ANo Llaawnn Partyo whil e r
dancing on théawn to music played on a record .
player. We dressed in clothing from the 1920s and
1970s.We shared stories of wair-conditioned dorm
rooms, midnight swimming in the University pool,
and beer being sold at the Hafethe-Wall.

At the same time, there was much talk about

On the other handyndy broughtus something
shiny new and differenCarpathian danse These
dances were from a regiom the mountains west of
Slovakia and Hungary and east of Ukraine, dances

B

.
= ,,.

i

e 4

e

nextsummermwhenwe can expect to be traveling to
the University of California in Santa Cruz instead of
the University of the Pacific in Stockton. Tempera
tures in the70s, building shelteed by tall pines and

with which we were largely unfamiliaHer teaching
style was clear and weflaced and & quickly fell in
love with boththe music and movementiudging

redwoods, and views of the Pacific Ocean were usedrom the preliminary results of the survey of dances

to advertise the new venue. There were concerns:
AiWill the rooms be aiconditione®  a ik we
taking our wonderful dan

While the general atmosphere had us with one
footin the pastand one foot in the fututlee teaching

— staff kept us hoppin

the presentAndy
Taylor and Richard
Powers werd 1th-hour
substitutions when two
other teachersere not
able to come, and they
fit in seamlessly.
Richard has practically
become a fixture on the
faculty, while Andy had
only been on teaching
staff once before
(2011).

Richards classes
continue to be popular,
but his lecture on the

SEPTEMBER?25
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done at Camp, many of her dances willdrethe
teaching schedule for local classes

¢ e CristlaroForesc®? and Sonia Didgrecovering
from a leg injury)were the usual crowgleasersThey
taught dances from their
recently released 13th
Afal bumod and}@
the music they selected
had us bouncing in our
shoes from the first
measuresind singing

al ong wi-la-h

L A H IThe dances
themselves provided jus
the right amount of
entertainment and
challenge.

Ed Austin, a fixture
at the dance department :
of Brigham Young University for decades, was finally
able to get away for two weeks to join the Stockton

continued on p. 8.
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Folk Dance Camp Observationgcontinued)

Camp faculty Ed chose abroadspectrum of
international favorites from Turkish to Israeli, from o
Romanian to Greek. He brought Vulfifa t o a |
generation of dancers amdade time to teach
challengingAppalachiarhambone choreography to a
willing group of young
dancers who performed it at |
the first week Saturday
Talent Show.

Roo Lester switched
from her wellknown
expertise in the dances of
Sweden to take us to the
Basque country and sowin
France. Hegieatured some
new sequencesnd dancers
b worked to master thentt
was played at almost every
afterparty, and dancers filled
the dancdloor. Kudos to Stag Rose, our
contras/mixers/squares caller, who provided additio
visuals for dancers taking R@oclasses |3

Richard Schmités Klapok from Lowicz lpts of k S
clapping!) produced more smiles pausicalmeasure s
than any | have seen in a long tingab6tki, which
Richard also taughtin 2011, was a repeatHht.even
snuck in a waltz mixer.

Lightly, they played at several aftparties. They
played from the stagend they played on the dance
floor. TomPixtonaccompanied Roo in her twigkaily
classes, Ralplversongave instrinental lessons and
Brian Wilson gave singing lesson®Vill Cope hosted a
singalong on Monday afternootmily Saletan,
Richard Poweteaching partner, also sang for the
band; she and Andy Taylor taught a yodeling class!

Stacy Rose,
though she only had
one official class
each weeKZesty
Contras!) talked us
through contras,
mixers and squares at
the nightly Once
Over Lightly. She
added a bit to the
experience each
night by providing
music for the contra
that about two
minutes in.seam

What more is there to say? The Talent Show
displayed some extraordinary talent, along with the
goofy skits. Theauctions (live and silent) raised an
extraordinary amourit over $17,000 which far
exceeded past income. The Cantighting
Ceremony (the last one at UOP) had new campers and
old-timers in tears. The Hat Kolorought out creative
spirits: a hat the size of a tangerine, a hat made from a
shower cap filled with colored scarves, a hat made
from a paper cup held on with string, and a hat made
from a tshirt tied on four cornerd’he Dances for All
Ages and Camper Sharing enhanced the curriculum of

lessly blended a q teachergriendshi d q q
popular song fronthe decad¢hat was beindocusd ancer teachersriendships were made and renewed.
Skills were polished, souls were replenished.

onthat night into the more traditional contra music. ts off. a round of applause. and three cheers
Can you imagine doingariglta nd st ar t? Fﬁefay oluﬂai PP ’ .
. . . for the Board; teachers, staff, scholarship workers, and
Funky Music, White Boy?o miscellaneous/olunteers who made our last trip to the
And themusicians and singergvho could forget Citv of Stockt blel P
the live band with the clear new moniker, Boston Ity OF Stockton SO memorable:

Three Party™ addition to the nightly Once Over
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CALIFORNIA ROLO

28-30 November, 2025 ﬁ
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oatian American Cultural Center, San Francisco

Fanfare Zambaleta i i Chubritza
I" 9’3: o i :% ,i
By | sine ) L
A” & w y @ -

. _ = 75
c@ }%@ i’%?”‘i@

Vesceljatsi “The Revelers” Orkestar Unhound

Experience the Soul of World Music & Dance!
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FEDERATION SCHOLARSHIP SCREATE
DANCE EXPERIENCES

From Anasophia and Claire Schmidtlein
We receiveda scholarship from the Folk Dance
Federation of Californi&o support our participation in
the International Childreis and Youth Folkloric
Ensemble Festivallhe festivaltook place in Vatra
Dornei, Romania July 1618. We participated athe
American Dance Arts Collectiv@@DAC), which is the
international tour team ahe International Dance Arts
Collective (IDAC) based
in Rocklin, California.
| Our dadcamewith us as

of our folk band.
We arrived in
Romania early on July

We did two perform
ances as part of the

13to allow us time to get !
acclimated and rehearse and youth perform dances that they had practiced for

representing the United States at the festival. The
CIOFF festival was made up of Romanignoups
representing their region of the country, as well as
groupslike minerepresenting our various corners of
the world.

The town of Vatra Dornei was a picturesque
background of colorful houses, charming
architecture, and vibrant greenery. The first night of
the festival we sat around a huge round table with a
few representa/es from each team in the beautiful
city capital. We learada bit about eacgroup,where

a chaperone and member they were from, antheirgoals. As you can imagine,

we all shared a love of folk dance and a desire to
keep folk arts alive and well.

Each night of the festival we gathered around
the stage and watched some of the talented children

weeks and months to be able to share with us. By far
my favorite part of the festival was being able to

festival, the first at the original outdoor venue and the Meetyoung peopldérom so many different
second in an auttirium due to rainWe also were able backgrounds and cultures. I loved talking to them
to participate in multiple cultural exchanges with other €ven though most of the time we were only able to

groupsparticipating in the festival, as well as with
religious groups and folk craftspeople in Romania
Finally, we took the opportunity to visit multiple

historical locations in the Transylvanian and Moldavian

regions to learn more about the history of Romania.
We gained so much from our trigVe were able
to develop important skills, including better personal
responsibility, time management, familiarity with
traveling, and team building and communicatigve

were able to expand our dancing abilities by observing

and learning from other festival participanige

enjoyed the opportunity to share our culture with otherdrip possible for me.
and we deeply appreciated the chance to learn about Note from Alex Shadle,

other culturedpoth fromour interactions wittother
dancers and from all of the kind Romanian peapth®
weretour guides, budrivers, hotel stafflocal artisans
shopkeepersandothercommunity members

From Sarah Lisonbee

| was privileged to attend the
Childrents and Youth Folkloric
Ensembles Festival in Vatra
Dornei Romania. | participated [y
with the American Dance Arts ' ]
Collective(International Dance
Arts Collective while on tour)
and thoroughly enjoyed

SEPTEMBER?25

Let & Dance!

use simple English déoogle Translate. They loved

to pull up a map on my phone and show me exactly
where their famy lived.

My experience taught me how much our actions
can reflect on our culture or our country. | learned
that true connection is possible without complicated
words or actionslt just requires kindness and a true
desire to learn about others. My folk dance teacher
likes to say that folk dancing is a group sport.

| am so gratefuto the Folk Dance Federation
andthe National Folk Organization thamadethis

founder and director of
IDAC: Sarah was chosen tds & =&,
represent th&Jnited States bl 39
and ADAC at the mayoral "

the town hall. She and Tyle
Blair greeted the mayor an
brought gifts from Califor
nia. They also received gift
from Vatra Dornei. She and -
Tyler all carried our sign and flag in the opening
parade of nations.
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From Clarissa Miller
As the week at the West
Coast BalkarMusic &
Dance Workshop came to a
close, | found myself
reflecting on the depth of
connection and joy this
gathering fosters. Nestled in
the towering redwoods of
Mendcacino, the camp has
become more than just a
workshop for melt felt like a living, breathing village
built around shared traditions, music, and dance
Each daybeganwith the lively sounds of drums,
brass, and voices echoing through the trees, drawing
to morning classes where master teaclpessed down
centuriesold songs, rhythms, and dances from
Bulgaria, Macedonia, Serbia, Greece, and beyond.
Afternoons were filled with informal gatherings,

From May McKee Kreusser

My experience at Stockton this year was unmatched.
| remember | could not stop smiling durittge first
Romanian class | took, which felt like a good omen
for the week to come.

Two special moments for me wetiee Wednes
day night 50ssock hop-themed partyandtaking part
in aspecialhambore dance
skit at the Talent Showvhich
was taught to us bgur classic
dance teacheEd Austin.

My main job assignment
for the Camp scholarshipas
at the scholarship bazaar led
by Donna Frankebut | also
b Ipedwith at least two other
jobs everyday, which only
strengthened my feeling of 3
being a parbf a team with the =
rest of thepeople onscholarship. Needless to saty

instrument jams under the shade, and impromptu danegsa lot of fun even while was working

circles in the meadow. Evenings brought spirited
kafanas, where music and dance carried on into the
early hours, uniting people of all ages and skill levels
a communal celebration of Balkan culture.

As we gathered for the final niglststudent
concert and farewell partasalwaysl wasstruck by

| feel so lucky to be in th8lsseflisse
performance troupa&Vithout it| would not know that
i place likeStockton Folk Dance Camgxisted. |
also feel extremely lucky to know Heidi Vorst, the
leaderand founder ofSussefussebecause she is the
one workingso hardto keepourtroupe experiencing

how amazing the week always ends up being and hovihis Camp and keep folk dance alivethe modern
close you can become with people in this environmenworld' Itis because oBussefussand Heidi and the

Yet we left with our hearts full and a collective promis
to carry these traditions forward into our own
communities. The opportunity to go tamp this year
has meant a great deal to nitehas not been an easy
yearfor my family, and every moment that takes me
away from some of realitg harsh truths has been
cherished and lived to the fullest.

| plan to introdue new rhythms and instruments
to our local folk music gatherings and specifically

eStockton Folk Dance Q@ap that | understand the
importanceof folk dance and how it creates a bond
unlike one thatwords could ever form.

This year was my third consecutive year at
StocktonFolk DanceCamp, my second year on the
work scholarship provided by tHegamp, and my first
year ona scholarshigprovided by the Folk Dance
Federation of Californiad like to extend a huge
thank you to all those who made my camp experience
possible this year.

bridge the gap between this community and the Polish

community. Beyond just the steps and melodies, | ho
to pass along the deeper values that Balkan Camp
embodie: the importance of intgenerational
connection, cultural preservation, and creating space

where people from all backgrounds can come togetheend of the week, both my heart

in celebrationMy goal is to help keep these living
traditions alive while fostering community thradug
music, dance, and shared experience.

Thank you to the Folk Dance Federation of
California for making that possible for me this year.

SEPTEMBER?25 Let & Da

perom Eva McKee Kreusser

This year at Stockton was just the simultaneously
restorative and depletive chaos
sthat | was hoping for. By the

and my head were full of

dances, music, storieand

ponderings of what it means to
be dancing international dances
| ponderedhow IGm embodying
people from incomprehensibly
far away who haveever known

{

continued on p.2
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me, echoing their steps out of their original context. |
find this topic to be very interesting, overwhelmiagd
hard to wrap my head around, but the immediate

seemed to like itperhapsecausdhe dance was to
the song Jump in The Line by Harry Belafonte.
| also performed a dance that Gracella and |

kindness and enthusiasm of those around me made itchoreographed togethaile made almost no

make sense in its own way.
Beyond getting a week with incredible teachers

and campers, | got even more than what was promised.

For example, | atteretl hambore danceehearsals, led
by Ed Austin, in preparation for the talent show.
Rapidly slapping myself in sync with a halircle of
other people was a great time

After such rich and exhausting days, something Fo | k

about the afteparties lent me infinite enerdypr
dandang. No matter how late | stayed ulpwoke at 5:30
am. Im happy to say | made the most of my week.

Thank you so much to the Folk Dance FederatiorBy Fiona Farrell

of California and the people who gave me the
opportunity to return this year and be part of @emp
on scholarship.

I miss it already, and | hope to be dancing with
everyone in Santa Cruz next year

From Mason Embree
This year my friend Gracella
and | decided to drive down t(
Stockton @mp. There were
14 Susseflissdancersvho “
attendedhis year. There were
six different classes you coulg¥&es
take. | took each of the 7
teacher8classes at least onceffi :
but I will confesd didné& stay intheBasquedance class
because it was very complicatexhd | couldrd go to

mistakes during ouperformance, and &got a lot of
compliments after the talent show.
This is probably my favorite year @mp so
far. | made a lot oinewfriends. m very grateful to
all the organizations and programs that made it
possible for me to gdghe SFDC Work Scholarship,
Folk Dance Federatio8cholarship, and ational
Or g abiscozeaytGraont.n 0 s

| cand wait to go next year and s the
universitycampus in Santa Cruz!

| am 15 years olcand | have been g
part ofthe Stisseflissénternational
Folk Dance troupén Portland,
Oregon, anded by Heidi Vorst for
aboutsevenyears. Dancing has
always been something | enjoy
Thiswas my secongear at
Stockton Folk Dance Camp and
just like the year before, | was
blown away by the excitement and activity.

Two classes that really stood out to me were
Romaniandancewith Sonia Dion and Cristian
Florescu, andlances othe Carpathan region with
Andy Taylor.The daacesSoniaandC Cristiantaught
werefun to doandperfectto takeback to my dance
troupe in OregonSoniaand Cristiands enthusiasm
and love for dancing and sharing really lights up the

every teachds class anyway. | took notes for 18 out ofclass.

25 of the dances | did, which i&roo shabby.

| bid on an item irthe live auction for the first
time! | dond normallybid becauseverybodybidsso
high to support the scholarship fund, but there were
some earrings that were going to be sold for.$2iked
them so | bid on them for $3@nd | won!

It was a lot of fun watching the auction. One of

the maleteachers was a model for a skirt that someone

made He put on a wiggnddanced around. | think

| had neveseen any dnces from the
Carpathiarregion so it was interesting to hear Andy
talk abouthemduring classes, and | learned
much What really drew me in was the mus$ar the
dance. | fell in love with one dance in particular on
my first day. The music was enchantitttg kind you
can gefost in.
This year | helpeth many areas, suas setting
up for the auctionsnd theparties. t helpedme

people just kept bidding so they could keep watching understand what goes into tBamp experience and

him be silly. Someone bought the skirt for $500.
Gracellawalked around the hall showing off many of
the auction items, anpeople dona®a few hundred
dollars in her name because she was such a good
presenter for the items at the auction.

| got to teach a dandechoreographeatthe
Camper Sharingresentation on Wednesddeople
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what people do behind the scenkewas also able to
connect and talk to people | would usually not talk to.
Every yarthere isa talent showon Saturdaya
perfect time fomparticipantso shovwasetheirtalent.
This year, | decided to play my violim have been
playing for about 10 years, and | really enjoy it.
Many peopleaold me theyiked my performance, and
| was very glad.
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Would | recommend Folk Dance Camp to others? Andy isanamazing and versatile social dancer,
Absolutely!l want to thank the Folk Dance Federation besides being stellarteacher. She brought the
of California for the scholarship | recedevhich made catchiesimusicfrom the land at the border of

it possible for me to attend. Ukraine, Romania, Hungary and Slovakia.
| had unfortunately missed out on Christian and
BySriparnaI\/Iajumdar Soniads Romanian dances an
| am a member of Changs International Folk Dasce ~dances because of the class timings.e r € i sn 0t
based in San Francisco. | like to think of mysesta enough time to take classes from all the teachers.
dance student, a teacher, a | had a fleeting sad feeling to learn that this was
wannabe dance leader and the last timewve would use the UQP might not be in
most importantlya social the majority in my feelings butnithe past enjoyed
dancer. the summer heah Stockton agreat retreat from the
It was my immense summer fog and cold of myhnerSunset neighber
pleasure to be back at hood of San Franciscd enjoyed thdush green
Stockton Folk Dance Camp  lawns against the backdrop of red brick buildings and
after atwo-year hiatus. A a beautiful tower with a bell that tolled every hour
camp work scholarship and ~ The Stockton Folk Danc€amp staff cheered me up
California Folk Dance talking about the new venue for 2026, whiehl be
Federationos d4dniversty of California at Santa Cruz. | am keeping
scholarship made this my hopes high for experiencinige first SFDC at
. sfol possible. | am extremely Santa Cruzmext summer.
thankful for their generous support that provideis
wonderful opportunity. MORE SCHOLARSHIP ESSAYS

Roberto Bagnoli was onl
in the Bay Area area lont
enough to give one danc
workshop in early Augus
but it was very successft
i lots of happy dancers!" -

world. Staff membersSarahClark, SuzannéVall, and
were excellent dancers and beautiful people. The
which | greatly missed in the last year, being busy at/&
andCarpathiardances with Andyraylor. Each of the
Roobés Basque dancing f
Ri char d Rbshdancdstwérs so elegant Photos by L. Tucker.

Stockton Folk Dance Camp is my favorite place to COMING NEXT MONTH!
not onlyto learn a new world of dancing and music but '
also to meet interesting new people from around thege . -
GregSmithmade myscholarshipnvork time enjoyable. § , "
My roommateKristen McKeewas attending the camp § A\ | .
for the first time. She and hdaughtersMae and Eva W'L {
!1_.: .

student grougrom Portland to which Mae and Eva |t
belonged, wasull of energy and enthusiasm. t I -

The primary focu$or me wasof course dancing
new job at StanfordUniversity. | focused on partner
dances with Ricard Powers, Spanish Basque danceg
with RooLester Polish dances with Richard Schmidt, [
dancesvasdramaticallydifferent

The Maxixe taught by Richard Powers was both
challenging and refreshings was th&luesOne-step.
music that broughanauthentictouch. The dances
required good balance and body alignment. Each time
was in Roobs class | got
that | fell in love with his material almost immediately.
His polisked, disciplined way of conducting the class
made me understand Polish dancing techniques bette
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Celebrating Music and Dance in Estonia
by Craig Blackstone

In July, Cindy and | experienced a dance event unlike

anything else in our lives the ZLstEstonianNational
Dance Celebratiorheld in Tallinn, EstoniaFor those

of you not familiar with Estonia, it is the northernmost

of three nations nestled between Russia and Poland
along the Baltic Sea just south of Finland. In siz&s

a little smaller than San Bernardino County in
southern California, and it has a total population of
around 1.3 million peoplédvera thirdof the
population resides in Tallinnhé natiords capital.

Back in 2022 Cindy and | befriended and
became a second family to Jane, a young Estonian
woman, when we were her hosts and guides during h
first visit to California When she learned of our
interest in folk dancing, she invited us to join her in
Estonia for her count national festival of dance,
which is held every five years. As a further induce
ment, Jane offered to be our hostess for the trip, plan
weeklong tour of Estonia for uand gethe tickets
and reservations we would need during our stdg
gladly accepted the offeThe next the festival was

audience thavasconcerrdwhether the hawould be
gampled by the dancers or escape unharmed.

This reminded me of the lesson we learned from
Gail Barton as members of the City College of San
Francisc@s folk dance performing team to always
fasten all costume pieces as securely as possible, for if
ap item comes off during a performance the audience
would be likely to focus their attention on the loose
item rather than the dance itsefs Gail had warned,
that was precisely what happened in Tallinn, and the

scheduled to be held was 2025, and by then Cindy arfi#dience oohed and aahed with the movements of the

| would both be retired and free to travel.
The Dance Celebration brings together dance
groups from throughougstonia joined by performers

hat rather than those of the dancers. Utiety, three
hats came off, but it appeared all three went unscathed.
The show lasted2 hours, and it was a mird

from a few other countries as well. All told, there werePlowing spectacleFor the finag, all 10,%0+ dancers

representatives from more than 550 dance groups, wi

gpmbined to fill the stadium arena with a swirling

close to 11,00@erformers participating in the celebra ©¢€an of dance. By far, this was the most amazing
tion. The majority of the performers were dancers, buiance event Cindy and | had ever witnessed.

there were some 500 gymnasts who also performed.
The Dance Celebration is held at the Kalev
Stadium in Tallinn, which holds a capacity crowd of
12,000. Because of the limited seating, the dance
celebration is repeated three times over a-day
period. Every show is sold out almost immediately
after thetickets go on sale, so having a local Tallinn
resident arrange to get them is a practical necessity.

But the marvels of the trip were not over, as we
were to discover when we attended the 28th Estonian
National Song Celebration two days lateike the
Dance Celebration, the Estonian Song Celebration is
held every five years, and the two events are held
jointly. The Song Celebration involved choral folk
song and orchestral performances over a sdwaIr
program featuring music of Estonia performed by

Jane had procured wonderful seats in the centefnore than 30,000 singers and musicians on a vast
of the packed stadium, so we were perfectly placed tgutdoor bowl for the stage

watch the final performance of 35 dances, with
performing groups ranging in size from 266 ta 11
members merging from formation to formation in a
seamless flow. Watching the formations change was
reminiscent of the movements of college marching

bands putting on a halftime show, with costumes from |.
the various regions of Estonia being worn by all of the

performers. There were several dances in which the
menwore tall stovepipdike hats, and during one of
those dances manss hatcame off and was blown
around the stadium by gustyinds, fascinating the

SEPTEMBER?25

Let & Dance!




Groups and/or orchestras throughout Estpnia and Rhythm and Motion Dance Program offer s
numbering from the hundreds ¢wer10,00Q dozens of classes for all ages and levels, 365
performed 40 musical numbers, most of which were days a year, in person at ODC Dance Commons,
Estonian folk songs from different regiomsithough ~ ©r online and on  demand. For more details about
we experienced rain showers off and on throughout tH@PC€ School visit odc.dance.
first five hours of the song festival and everyone got q Ja:mets S'Siovfbeg&".( dle;ngg z;sftan under -
somewhat damp (umbrellas were maflowedin the g:gdﬂg’[?oﬁ lﬁeebneche a mlgmber of se(\e/:eral
venue), the sun did eventually make its belated influential folk dance groups including the
appearance and none of was completelysoaked. Westwind International Folk Ensemble,

~ There were a number of food booths available \estwood Co -op Folk Dancers, and the Gandy
duringthe event, but finding a dry spot to sit was Dancers. After dancing for over 25 years in
impossible Using the portable restrooms meant Southern California , he moved to Northern
braving fields of very slippery mud. The last two hoursCalifornia , where he danced for another 25
of the concert remained rafmee, and over the last years, principally in the North Bay. In 2016, he
hour or sgall 30,000 performers united to sing the moved from Santa Rosa to San Jose , where he
final numbers together, usually augmented by the  continue d dancing.
roughly 50,000 spectators in attendance at the event ~ James traveled the world with his fellow folk
glorying in this rare opportunity to sing their favorite dancers, connecting with the folk traditions and
songs together. cultu_re; of many people thrOl_Jgh dance, and _

While the final number in the program was very acquiring a sense of belonging and purpose in

. e . the art form he loves so deeply.
rousing and magnificently stirred up the crowd, |

) In 2016, James made a similar bequest of
preferred the previous song, where some 80,000 $25,000 each to the California Folk Dance

voices joined together a capella in a mighty chorus ofreqeration s. both North and South. | remember
joy. It was a moment that helped me envision what | the astonishment of the Federation Board when
believe heaven will be like, and a memory that | will  james arrived and announced his gift intentions
always treasure. at the lunch meeting being held at the Festival of
the Oaks. The Board more than gratefully
established the James Kaumeyer Endowment
fund upon his intentions that it be used on
promoting folk dance. The  occasion
was reported in the July/August
2016 issue Let® Dance! magazine
(read it at folkdance.com). In the
article James was reported to have
said that he ocan still lead a pretty
impressive sy rtos. 6

If you have considered how you

James Kaumeyer Gifts
ODC School

by Kevin Greek

James Kaumeyer, a prolific lifetime
folk dancer, recently made a

bequest gift of $570,000 to the

ODC School of San Francisco *. The
ODC School will use the proceeds

from this gift to establish the
James Kaumeyer Endowment
Fund , which will provide vital
support for classes, resources, and
offerings to the community. ODC
School is deeply honored , and
reported that it is the largest gift
they have ever received toward its
operation. The gift comes as a pivotal time for
ODC School , and these funds will enhance and
expand their ability to provide exceptional

training and help maintain their studios and
spaces as a place of self -expression, creativity,
and community. San Francisco & ODC School

=N

James KaumeygR016).

* ODC stands for Oberlin Dance Collective. It was founded
in 1971 by Brenda Way , who had been trained at Oberlin
College in Ohio.
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might make a profound and lasting
commit ment to the Folk Dance Fed
eration , whether through a bequest in
your will or another planned giving
option , contact a board member or
Folk Dance Federation president at
president@folkdance.com. No gift is
too small.

Click the small button
to make a big impact!
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE BAY. ..

RAZZMATAZZ 1 Marilyn Smith Next, Mondays informalStern Grove

Every July, during our summer dancing sessions, group(which includes dancers from several local
we celebrate Gloria Cotés birthday (photo on clubs plus friends)ymanaged to dance in spiteari
p. 6). Gloria runs the music for our akquest emergency alarm system going offfor a while

program during the summer. It was a special joy to before finally being silenced.
celebrate her 80th birthday this year. As we always And on Wednesdaythe San FranciscoDance

do,we danced to Van Morrisorts song Gloria Circle boombox appeared to have diedVe did
andwe all sang along. We enjoyed a delicious some dances with everyone singing and some using
chocolate cake in the dining ropand members of  Craig Blackstoné phone linked to a recreation
Gradina, our local Balkan singing grougang a center speaker. Matt Milleventuallymanaged to

special birthday song get the boombox working agaiApparently nothing

: ~ will stop us from enjoying dancimhg

For the Peninsula Federation party in July, the

Changs team of Craig Blackstone, UlrikadLothar
Narins and Jamie Ramirez servedeancees
playing a great variety of dances. Among the
attendees for the fun evening w2 Changs
members(from our current membership of 61)!

Fall classes begin Tuesday, September 2
Marina Troost will teach the Beginning folk dance
class from 5:3@:30 pm and | will teach the
Intermediate class from9 pm with Marina as
guest teacher from time to time.

| am really looking forward to this particular
year becausi marks the beginning of my 55th

year of teachingin Santa Rosa. Dancing in the dark at Chandzhoto byC. Dickey
SAN FRANCISCO GROUPS Linda Milhoan CHICO WORLD DANCERSI Memo Keswick
San Francisco dancers have recently proved just The nine Chicoans who attended SFDC 2025 had
how determined we are to dance. a blast! Two of us were beginner dancevko

One Friday night a€Changswhen Federation attended aspecial class for beginneled byLoui
officers Laura Richardson and Clem Dickey Tucker Final result: more dances to consider adding
coincidentally were our guests (see p.t3¢ power to the Chico World Dancer repertoire!
went out, leaving just the emergency lighting We have been comparing our personal favorite
available in the clubhous€&ortunately, Ulrike and  moments Some of these were dance inspirations,
Lothar Narins had a battepowered speaker in meeting new friends, cultural presentations, and

their car and we were able to use it with our laptop oneon-one talks with teacherBor ahersit was
computer to continue dancing in the setarkness  particpation in theSaturday @lent show and
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... AND BEYOND

obtaining new costumes, dance videos, and music.
We hope to attend next yearhen Stockton Camp
moves to Santa Cruz.

Back in Chico,we are working toward an
upcoming August 24 fundraiser for a local
museum. This fundraiser will aid in our member
outreach and socialization.

We are also planninthe next Statewide that
we are hosting in Chico. Mark your calendar and
save the date: June 144, 2026.

Nine Chicoans having fun at Stockton Car

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERSI Carol Hayden
The Berkeley Folk Dancers July party was themed
Under the Big Top, and theparticipants came with
many inventive, fun costumes!

Marija Hillis and Marian Snyder showed off their
costume at Berkeleys Under The Big Top Party ir

July. More photos on p. ®hoto by A. Partos.
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In early August, a small BFD team
presented a total of 14 international folk dances
at Ashby Village, a senior support organization.
The showcase was enthusiastically cheered by an
audience of over 40 people. At the end, the show
case team, along with many from the aurtie,
dancedalesnoto together with two circles. It was a
wonderful experience for the performing team
members. Several audience members requested
additional information about BFD (we ran out of
flyers), so we expect a few of them will bece
BFDG& newest members in September.

BFD& next event ithe Solano Stroll on
September 15. We literally dance in the street
(at the intersection of Solano and Ventura) from 1
2 pm and agaifrom 3-4 pm. The Solano Stroll
attracts thousands of local residents when the city
of Albany blocks off Solano Boulevard andsit
lined with booths and demstrations and
audienceparticipation activities. Many of the
strollers join in our beginndevel dances.

On September 20, we will have our
Inaugural Ball, where we will welcom@ur new
officers and say thank you to our previous ones.

Longtime memberdvarija and David Hillis
are celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary
on September 27 at Live Oak Park with a couple
sets of English country dances with live music
from 2:304:30.

Finally, onOctober 31 we will have our
Dance Selection Nightwhere interested members
will review new dances that will be demonstrated
and vote on which ones to include as a tryout in our
clubé repertoire.

NORTH BAY'1 Carol Friedman

Our fall session in Petaluma at Hermann Sons Hall
starts up on September 1 (no class on September 22
due to the Jewish High Holidays).

I&ve been having fun going through my music
files and found several dances thditde bringing
back this fall including Maléo (Portugal). |
choreographed a dance to music recorded by Kitka
calledOj , jak g¢ge
During the summer, one of my regulars sent me
another wonderful piece of Bosnian music sung by
Kitka called Tjeraj Mala Ovce Preko Bregand |

pagel7

b Wkrane)i zpr e ¢



News From Around The Bayi continued =~ MONTEREY FOLK DANCERSI
Marguerite Fishman

have choreographed a dance for this as well. This WO of our members, Marguerite Fishman and

SephardiBosniasongthat | choreographed called ~ Camp and thoroughly enjoyed their time there.
Oildo Mi Nowya. They are looking forwardio sharing new dances

As always, wél be dancing to old favorites and and skills with their Wednesday afternoon group.
all requests. Note that we will be hosting live music This was Chriés first adventure at Stockton and

with Bulgarika on October 20. Marguerites third.

They are feeling fortunate that Stockton
EAST BAY FOLK DANCERS Marion Snyderman Camp is moving next year to the U.C. Santa Cruz
The East Bay Folkdancers hosted a wonderful campus as it is only 50 miles north of Pacific
evening in June witlive music performed by local ~ Grove where they both live.
group True Life Trio , backed by percussionist Dan
Auvil. Over 60 dancers enjoyed the three wodsen
beautiful harmonies and spirited playing on multiple
instruments to | esnotos
waltz. Our next live music event will be with
Bulgarika on Friday, October 17.

Marguerite Fishman and Christine Lucas enjoyec
Saturday banguet at Stockton Folk Dance Camp

Welcome You Back

To the dancers who got burnt out,
True Life Trio played for the East Bay Folk Danc To the dancers who fell in love with something
To the dancers who stopped due to an injury,

We meet Friday 7:300:00 pm in Piedmont at To the dancers whose circumstances forced the
the spacious Veterans Memorial Hall, 401 Highland] To t he dancers who re
Avenue, at Vista Avenue. The dances we do are And to the dancers who let dance go for their o
mainly Balkan, but they extend as well to Israel, _
Hungary,and Armenia, with frequent forays beyond. | know you still walk to a beat no one can hear.
Member DJs take tumns playing the music, entirely i ! know you can®t stay
request, with an occasional halbur of teaching. We | ! Know you reminisce on the trainings, jams, cl
are a dedicated and welcoming dance community ?Ed performa:.rlllcel‘s Eft;h? pIaSt'b W h
with an unbroken history of meeting since dancing g q now\ﬁ)mu E 1 click that piay bu l?” W ?(n aT
the lawn orthe UC Berkeley campus in the early ance vebshows up on your timeline or YouTu
1960s. For morenformation, contact Lenny Talmy:
talmy@buffalo.edu

So wherever you are in your life righth reowv, h e
been weeks or years, °s
| hope you remember that the dancer will alwa
be in you. And it will always be there to welcom
whenever the urge comes

On the internein multiple placesauthorunknown.
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WE INVITE YOU TO THE

Friday, October 24

LESHER CENTER FOR THE ARTS, WALNUT CREEK, CA

6:00 PM VIP RECEPTION
7:30 PM CURTAIN

“Dance Poland! 50 years together in dance & tradition”

with Guest Performers
Award-winning musicians from Poland, “Tekla Klebetnica,”
Krakusy Polish Ensemble, LA, Sokoty Polish Ensemble
for Kids, and MORE!
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THE 2026 FOLK DANCE
FEDERATION WALL CALENDAR

Do you still have a wall calendar in your kitchen or a room you use
an office? You may not write appoments on it, but do you refer to i

occasionally when someone says e X
ornDoes next mo nt h pilaHvoen fmawmey Bw
the Festival of the Oaks?50

Do you browse through the collection of wall calendars at a lo
bookstore or stationery store in November and December? There is
a wide range of choicdspuppies and kittens, owls and lions, wood§g
and beaches, flowers and sunsets, Norman Rockwets@nd scenes
from Star Wars.

Well, get ready to purchase yokiolk Dance Federationwall
calendar for 2028 On the right is the page for August 2026. For eag
month there are photographs on the top portionastdndard calendal . . 3 . -
on the bottom. If you want a priew, you can flip through the pagef
the 2026 calendar &lkdance.com/calendar2026

How do you get one for your homeThe easiest and cheapest|
way is tosign up for the Officers Ballbecause the first 50 dancers wif .
register carpurchase a calendar for just $5(see the registration form
on p.28). After the first 50 calendars are spoken for, the remaining
calendars wilbe $10 each

Wond one of these calendars make a nice holiday gift for your folk dancing friends? If you think there are
enough people in your local club who will be interested, why not buy adealén and resell them?

The proceeds from the sale of the calendars will go to into the Federation Scholarship Fund.

Sunda

OCT. 19, Y025
2pm-4:3(30pm
Doors open at 1:30pm

$15

$7/students (kids free w/ supervision)
Live Bulgarian

Folk Dance Party

Kopachka Folk Dancers

Strawberry Recreation Center, 118
E. Strawberry Dr, Mill Valley

Bulgarika is a unique folklore band

playing traditional music from all the
Bulgarian regions. Nikolay Kolev and
Donka Koleva have invited two

extraordinary musicians to join them
for the 2025 tour: Stoyan Kostov on
tambura and Anton Shekerjiev on
tupan and kaba gaida.

Free parking at Strawberry & in school across the street.
Vax/boosters highly encouraged, mask required if not (N95, KN95, KF94—we can provide).
Info: Kopachkafolkdancers.com  president@kopachkafolkdancers.com

www.kopachkafolkdancers.com

BULGARIKA
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SPEAKING OF DANCING

by Gigi Jensen

By Watching Dance, | Found The Ends of My Toes

The other day as | was watching people dance, | was struck by the fact that,
dancing is a threglimensional activity, you can only see the front or back or si
of someone. What would the space around a dancer look like if you could seq
sides atonce?

| often wished for a camera suspended over Pampa C@nezsd so | could
see the energy he created with the trajectory of his movements, not just the
sequence of movements. One day when he and his partner were rehearsing, she
stepped away for a moment, and he continued practicing the choreography. It was fascinating to see how
his body shaping and energy created an unseen partner within his arms. His imaginary partner had a sens
of volume. It was amazing.

While writing this mont® column, | was at Stockton Folk Dance Camp. | had a great opportunity to
watch people dancing. | look at how they inhabited the space in which they were moving. It seems obvious
while dancing but, to an observer, it was interesting to see how most faésmamodated the dancers
around them, and some did By extension, it was interesting to see how each person used his or her own
space.

| watched some of the professionals dance, looking to see how they shaped their space with their
energy. Ahmet lileci had an energy that surrounded his torso and emanates from his chest. In
conversation with him, he explained that he tells his dancers ti@tlie energy from your chest that is
more crucial than what their feet are doing. | noticed that Cristian Florescu danced as if he were a column
of energy that shoots up. Richard Schmidt created a strong, solid presence that enveloped the space within
his arms.

As a dancer myself, | think about how | can express my energy. How do | shape my movements? Am |
dancing like a stick figure, just moving my arms and legs in the requisite motions?

L 1ySs Fo62dzi LINRBLINR2OSLIIAZ2Y FTNRY (KS Oftehdleddzi |
GGKS aAEGK alSyasSé olft2y3 gAlGK avySttz G2d2OKZ KSI N
where our bodies end and the world around us starts. | did a little research online and found this from the
Cleveland Clinig website:

Gt NB LINRA 2 OS LI gbifty td senseditd oaNJpositiRand movements.
[t@ an automatic or subconscious process. Proprioception allows your brain to know
the postion of your body in space without having to rely on visual input alo@ also
crucial to maintaining balance.

dKinesthesia, or kinesthesis, is the ability to use proprioception and other

functions to generate body movement and learn a variety of physical skills. Kinesthesia

is a behavioral process that allows your body to detect a movement and learn how to

improve2y G KS Y2@SYSy(oé

| also found a nice article about how dancers can improve their movement. 10 I Mait& iRy 3
Movementin Danc® ¢ / 2y & A RS N® duigeaniedestid). A 0 dzLJd L

Am | simply copying movements or do | understand vdnydoing them?Am | creating my own
energy, and thus my own dance? Am | sharing that with others? All this reminded me that | can improve
the quality of my own dance.@® a journey that I relish.
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FROM THE LETGd DANCE! In the last issue
PHOTO ARCHIVES

Thatts Nora Nuckles, Bobi Ashley, and Marilyn Gen
Can you name the dance? The third person who ngoph'gto tali/evr_} at Séo?lkton Fﬁlk D_ance Cf:arr]n p$|25t r
the correct answer to either loui@Ilouitucker.cor Q80s.Karen Wilson-Bell was the winnerot the
editor@folkdance.com wins a $25 gift card. gift card, and her dance journey is featured below.

WE HAVE A WINNER T Karen Wilson-Bell

When | was a Girl Scout growing up in Metaline Falls, Washington (pop. 200), ou
leader decided we would work on our Folk Dancing Merit Badge. That was in the
when square and round dancing were a major part of the international folk dance
repertoire. | remember learning GuskaBkoal and basic squares and several round
dances. In my church youth group they taught us a few energetic Finnish folk da
(to get the wiggles out).

At Washington State University, | immediately joing
the WSU Folk Dancers. The first night | arrived early an
was impressed when two guys in costumes came into t
room, one carrying the club banner and the other doing
cartwheels. The group was friendigcawelcoming. They -
had an amazing repertoire of 50 partner and set dances Karen WilsonBell a

. Stockton Folk Danc
50 nonpartner dances. Before long | was learning all of Camp in 2024.
those dances and dancing with other groups several nigt

week.
With one of my friends from the WSU Folk Dancers, | enrolled in the Folk
The Girl Scouds Folk Dancing class. Miss Harris, the instructor, recognized that we already knew many
Dance Badge. folk dances, so she assigned each of us to learn a dance well enough to teach to

the other members of the class. Thavhen | learned how much more
preparation was needed to teach a dance, not just dance it.
When my husband was stationed at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma, we joined a square dance club at first, then
started teaching a folk dance group at the USO club. Afterward, we moved back to Pullman, Washington ar
enthusiastically rejoined the WSU Folk Dancers.
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In 1976 we moved from Pullman, Washington to El Segundo, California. | took classes in Scottish
Country, Scandinavian, Hungarian, English, Latin, and Israeli dance. | taught a beginning folk dance class
and started calling contras. | served as \Recesid@at and President of California Folk Dance Federation,
South.

| returned to Stockton Folk Dance Camp more th@times, meeting many wonderful teachers and
friends. | missed attendirfgom 19831991 due to an auto accident and life changes (including divorce and
re-marriage). | worked with the Stockton Research Committee for 20 years and served on the Stockton Boa
of Directors for six years.

I moved to Spokane, Washington, in 2007. | joined the Spokane Folklore Sadwtly primarily
sponsors contra dances to live music. | am currently on the roster of regular contra callers. | am currently
teaching the Bigfoot Folk Dancers, which meets twice a month.

| had always dreamed of traveling to another country to learn their regional dances and teach them to
some of the folks upon my return. | had the opportunity for two such trips in 2010 and 2015. We visited the
small village of Fel&rdkos in Transylvania, and | learned the local variations @fdas, Glya and other
Kicsi tancok (small dances)

Another dream of mine was to attend several dance camps in different parts of the country. Now that
Iém retired, | like to attend at least four weekg dance camps a year and six weekend festivals or
workshops. Dancing keeps me physically fit, mentally sharp, and forever young at heart!

TURKEY May 6" — 22" and ARMENIA May 23-June 8 (tentative dates) in 2026
with TINEKE & MAURITS van Geel and AHMET DEMIRBAGH

Join Ahmet Demirbagh and Tineke and Maurits van Geel, your dedicated tour leaders and
experts for these vibrant dance and culture tours. They will be guiding you through rich
traditions, dance classes, cultural treasures, and breathtaking landscapes. Direct flights from
Istanbul to Yerevan make exploring both countries easy. Tours can also be booked separately.
Detailed program available autumn 2025. Want to secure your spot early? Pre-register now
and be the first to receive detailed updates and booking opportunities:
https://www.tinekevangeel.nl/tours/

Adventure, culture, and dance await—you won’t want to miss it!
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LETTERS TO =
EN\A“’» .

THE EDITOR & ' eliEr 2
Editori . Could you let all local dancers know that |
| recently took my grandchildren dancing. Ais 11 have folk dance music on hundreds of mini -
and on the lower end of the spectrum with definite disks. They are FREE to whoever wants
Asperger tendencies. He widmake direct eye them before they go to the dump.  Please
contact, doesi like to be touched, and gets contact me at 209 -537-9491 if you fe
overwhelmed with too much stimuli. As is typical, interested.
heis very good with numbers and patterns.

Initially he agreed to hold hands only with us, David Raube,
his family, and quickly caught on to the rhythm and Ceres, California
patterns of the circle dances. Lo and behold, after
several dances, he even joined the mixers where you
dond have to hold on to anyone for very longnl
not sure if he ever looked at anyone directly, but he 7
never asked to wear his noisanceling earphones.

As we left, he asked if | would take him again
because he had fun. To top it all off, when he got
home, he gave his father a full frontal hug, a rarity.
Folk dancing can definitely be therapeutic for
neurodivergent youngsters.

~ Anonymous

WANT TO SEE YOUR
NAME IN PRINT?

Do you have some interesting news or information about your community, an event, or some g
folk/world dance or culture that would make interesting readingént 6 s niaganne? !

Why not tellthelL e t 6 s rdaders bosv!great the dance scene is in your area and what yo
and your group has done to make it great?

| f youdbve done some traveling that invol
something to share withe t 6 s réadersc e !

| f youodv e -ralaeed lmbokaseed avideoaasited a website that you think others wo
enjoy, please submit that information.

If you are or were involved with a workshop, festival, performance, or the like, consider writ
an article.

| f youdbve been taking photos at dance ev

Take a look at the last issue or two to see the kinds of articles that are typically printed. Or, if y
and think to yourself, fAWhy donét they ha

Deadline for submissions is 25 days before the date of the magazine. Goataet t 6 s EDiom
at editor@folkdance.com to discuss.
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FROM THE EDITOR

While Indexing Let & Dance! Magazines

| have most recently been indexing the issues printed in the 1970s. In 1973, Vi Dexhe
retired as editor oLetts Dancelafter 14 years and Leslie Pryne became the editor. Durin
Leslies brief twoyear tenure, the magazine featured interviews with master teachers i
several issues. The author/interviewer was listed as Jovana. Apparently no one at the
guestioned the identity of Jovana. It w&samtil Gary Anderson received an email from Did
Oakes in 201%which Gary forwarded to myesking if he kew who Jovana was that |
tracked her down. It was Leslie Pryne herself! If you want the entire story, you can downloa
the back issue of the July/August 2015 on folkdance.com and turn talpage

The interviews are fascinating. Beyond the information about the subject of the interview, they provide an
interesting perspective on the international folk dance community in that decade.

February 1973Shlomo Bachar
March 1973 Andor Czompo
April 1973: Graham Hempel
May 1973 Germain Hbert
October 1973Jerry Helt(continued in November 1973,
November 1973Mihai David

January 1974Bruce Taylor Nine interviews and
. only eightphoto®
February 1974Tom Bozigian Whas missing?
April 1974 Glenn Bannerman| How is he different
from the others?

Other interesting tidbit from prior years:

May 1945 Dan Carrington, a Garfield Folk Dancer in Eurpopsported from
a Marseilles railroad station that liberated French and Russiithers(some
in prisonfive years) danced in the streets to music provided by drum and
balalaika.

July 1945 0On one of the hottest days of the year, 1dlR dancers showed up
in costume for a program at Oak Knoll Hospital. In two hotltre clubs
visited four wardsand sometimes the hospitalized men joimethe dancing.

November 1959Lillian and George Kieslich are active in the East Bay Couifibiir homeon Morse Drivein
the Oakland hills near Mills College is being raised on stilts so a dance floor can be constructed under the hous

October 1969The San Jose YW Twirlers, lead by Jo Buttitta, hondhed29 (!) couples who mat their club
and later married.

October 1972Lets Dance'has subscribers in Japan, Australia, Guam, Mexico, the Philippamelsnany
European countries. Subscription reachdg®0 in 1948when it wasonly 12 pages. Subscribedsubled ta3,000
in theearly1950s. In 1957the cost was increased to $3 per yeaB5¢ per issue.

April 1973: Letts Dancé hasapproxmately 5,000 subscribers, 55% in N. Cal., 19% in So. C#l% outside
Cal., 5% outside the U.S. (mostly Canada and Japan).
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# 3 > FallCamp 3 .
» & Oct.31-Nov.2,2025 & 7

with Catherine Rudin presenting an eclectic mix
of classic and new dances

Dance in a beautiful climate-controlled room, located in a tranquil, park-like setting. Enjoy teaching and review
sessions, evening dance parties, and other activities. The weekend includes 5 meals (Friday dinner through
Sunday breakfast), snacks, and two nights in motel-style rooms (with heating and air conditioning, private bath,
bedding, and towels). Space is limited. Register soonl

Fall Camp is at the Brandeis-Bardin Campus of the American lewish University, 1101 Peppertree Lane,

{;-; Brandeis, CA 93064. (It is near Simi Valley in Southern California, just south of the 118 Freeway.)
a' Prices this year are lower for double and triple occupancy, \
and all prices are again subsidized by the Folk Dance Federation of California, South. ‘ﬁ
Single room Ao 3540 * _
Double room ™ F 5440 per person ﬁ' &
Triple room 5395 per person ‘ g1
Commuter (Mo room, 5 meals) 5270 per person * *
Please enter an amount from above .. ........... 5 One form per person
Sunday lunch S 2T . 5
Please consider an entirely optional donation ol ‘1\

to help keep our prices affordable . .. .. ... ... ... g iﬁ .

7~ 3 i TotalEndosed: $

Refund policy: You may cancel until Oct. 6 for a full refund. We can't guarantee full refunds after then.

First name (for your badge) Last name
Email Phone(s)
Address

Mame(s) of rcommate(s)

We will try to accommodate special dietary requirements

Emergency contact (name & phone)

The Federation requires campers to sign a General Liability waiver, ‘

‘ which is available on FallCamp.org
If you have already signed that waiver for another Federation event, check here: [ ] gr

Please complete a separate registration form (and waiver if needed) for each camper. Make your check payable to
Folk Dance Federation of CA, South, and mail it with your form(s) and waivers (if needed) to:
S Mindy Belli 321 S Vista del Canon, Anaheim, CA 92807

Cuestions not answered here or on FallCamp.org? Email Mindy at DanceFallCamp@gmail.com. *

n* v
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Whats Up

T News from Southern California

Down South?

FALL CAMP

October 31 -November 2
by Terry Gucwa

Registration is now open for Fall Camp 2025!
Fall Camp is an annual fun-filled weekend of
dance, music, crafts, nature, and camaraderie.
Fall Camp will again be on the beautiful rural
Brandeis-Bardin Campus of the American Jewish
University, near Simi Valley (40 miles northwest
of downtown LA). Fall Camp 2025 will feature one
main teacher, Catherine Rudin, plus several of
our own California-based dance teachers.

The Brandeis -Bardin Campus has
become a special place for Fall Camp partici -
pants. It truly is a retreat, nestled in one of the
most pleasant natural settings left in Southern
California. That natural setting boasts first rate
architecture, including the magnificent, air-
conditioned Wapner room where we dance, and
the adjoining Molle Library where we set up craft
projects and puzzles. We stay in comfortable,
motel-style carpeted cottages that surround our
dance hall. And we just stroll across the plaza
from the dance floor for great food in the Dining
Hall.

Our main dance teacher this year is
Catherine Rudin. Not only has Catherine danced
for five decades, she has danced and taught in
many places across the United States. It was the
COVID pandemic
that brought her to
national attention.
Starting with Zoom,
and then from travel
to other parts of the
country, many of our
Southern California
dancers have
experienced
Catherine®& teaching
and are thrilled about
her appearance at
Fall Camp. As one
local dancer wrote

Catherine Rudin, featured
teacher at Fall Camp.

SEPTEMBER?25

to me, fCatherine is one of my favorites for both
good styling and the breadth of her choice of
dances.i

Decisions on supplementary dance
teachers, and what they will teach, are in
progress. Wede identifying the best of recent
festivals and camps, particularly Stockton, so that
you can catch up on, or review, dances that are
new, but have staying power.

It just wouldn & be Fall Camp without
Potluck Band. Your fellow dancers who play
instruments or sing, get together for three brief
rehearsal sessions. Then they perform for about
20 minutes at the start of the Saturday evening
party. The best part for me is that nearly every
year there is at least one person who has never
done this sort of thing before. They come with
misgivings, especially after first sight of the sheet
music or lyrics. After a couple of rehearsals they
start to think, A Mybe | can do this.0 Then the
players, singers, and dancers party together and,
well, magic happens.

Please visit the FallCamp.org web site for
more photos and video from previous years, and
this year® registration form.

In early July, the Cerritos Folk Dancers celebrated
99th birthday of Mei Hsiang Tsai (front row, center
the red blousePhoto by M. Zhang.

Although Mei stopped dancing a few years ago, st
attends every meeting of the group and watches.
Another of their membensho isstill dancingis 94
years old.
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Officers Ball 2025
FVN-bmg the Fvlture

S urbaq October 4 2005
Veterans-Hall,~302Main Street, Pleasanton
FEATURING INSTITUTE TEACHERS:

Adony Beniares Craig Blackstone  Marija Hillis
Judy Kropp Lothar Narins Alan Rothchild

Dances to be taught will be provided in late September

OPTIONS FOR PAYMENT:

1. Pay online at http://officersball.folkdance.com

2. Mail check and form to Sabine Zappe, 153 Race Street,
San Jose, CA 95126

Doors open at 1:00
Institute 1:30-5:30
On-site Dinner 5:30-7:00
Dance Party 7:00-10:00

Questions? Contact Loui@Louitucker.com

Officers Ball 2025 Registration Form
Name(s):
PRE-REGISTRATION for the entire Officers Ball (by Sept 30):

$55 PACKAGE (Workshop, dinner & evening party) X___ = $
$25 workshop X__ = $
$20 dinner X__ = $
$25 evening party X___ = $
$5 2026 Folk Dance Federation Wall Calendar X__ = $

Total: $

Any dietary issues we should know about?
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Folk Dance Federation of California, In@dugust2025
Dance Research Committdeaui Tucker, Lothar Narins

Avant Deux enRonde
(France)

This dance comes from the Vendee/Poiton area of France and is also known as Rond Axahtvizesupre
sented at Stockton Folk Dance Camp in 2025 by Roo Lesher learned this dance from Leslie Baraathe
Argonne International Folk Dance in 2023. There are a number of tunes for this dance. Leslie used the tune
listed below, as did Roo. This dance is not complex, but it is very satisfying.

Music: 2/4 meter AEntrez | a KhalliveDoubla CDy COy2y Bandol.
Unfortunately this 10+ year old CD is no longer availabléowever, a
s e a r c Bntrdz @ bellefien vigne mp3 wi | | provide a I|ink

Oktobre. In additionTom Pixtonmade his own recording for this dance, which you ca
from him at tom@pixton.org.

Video: A search on YouTdéexbdowi Alr oynide ladk aantt | e

Formation: Circle of dancers, facing center, hands joined down-moition.

Steps & Styling:In Fig I, arms swing forward when stepping forward L and back when stepping back
Fig Il, the arms continue to swing forward and back but are not in sync with the foot

When lots of people are dancing, space between dancers is often close. With live n
dancers echo the calls from the lead singer.

Meas 2/4 meter PATTERN
4 INTRODUCTION. No action. Start with the vocals.
l. FIGURE |. STEPFTOGETHER MOVING CW.
1 Step Lto L (ct1); step R nextto L (ct 2).
2-12 Repeat meas 1 eleven times.

[I.  FIGURE Il. AVANT DEUX T MOVING IN AND OUT.

1 Beg L, three steps fwd (cts 1, &, 2).
2 Step R fwd (ct 1); lift L fwd (ct 2).

3 Beg L, three steps bkwd (cts 1, &, 2).
4 Step R bkwd (ct 1); lift L fwd (ct 2).
5-8 Repeat meas-4.

SequenceRepeat as noted above until the end of the music.

Lyrics and translation

Entrez la belle en vigne Come into the vineyard, beautiful one,

Quand les pampres sont grands When the grapevines are tall

Je réentre point en vigne quand ibna rien dedans | would never enter a vineyard when th@reothing in it.

Gué gué je vous aime la belle Ford, ford, | love you beautiful orte
Gai gai je vous aime tant Ford, ford I love you so much
Il y a des orties et moi qui les craint tant There are nettles andn so afraid of them

Entrez entrez la belle on vous donnera des gants Come in, come inlovely one, wél give you some gloves

Mon pére @ point de fille qui recoive de présent My father does@t have a daughter who would accept gi
Elle enrecevraitpetdtredun c¢c i ur t e n ¢ Maybe shé& acceptthem from a tender and constant h
Un bel anneau@r qudon donne eny mariant A beautiful gold ring which is given when marrying

* Ford, as inficross a streamn.
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IN MEMORIAM

Karl Mins Finger i 19392025 Donna Louise Tripp T 19282025

Karl Finger of MontereyNew York,was born in New Donna Tripp had a rich life filled with a love of the

York City in 1939 As achild and in high school, he : / arts and the outdoors. Born
attended Camp in Minneapolis. Donna took

Woodland in upstate her first ballet lessons at the
New York, where he age of three and began
met Pete Seeger and performing at age 11.

began a liféong passion Thwarted from a
for music and social professional ballet career by

justice. her height (6106)pDonna
Karl was an developed a knack for

accomplished, inter teaching ballet and other

nationally known dance styles.

recording artist, folk Donna married Doug

singer, guitarist, and a Tripp, a Colorado native, in

leader ofinternational 1953, and moved to

folk dances. He also Californiatwo years later.
called squares and Donna led a Girl Scout trogjand she and Doug took
contra dances. teens on an annual trip down the Colorado River.
Karl randance evenings and weekends in Although she took pride in a 2yfear career at
Brooklyn, Manhattanwestern Massachusetthe Bank of America as a business analyst, Ddiana

Catskills and Solway House in Saugertiddew York, ~abiding passion was folk dancing. She taught inter
bringing top folk dance teachers from across the ~ hational dance at the Long Beach Jewish Community
country, and creating warm and vibrant environment Center 196311985. Donna performed with the Gandy
for everyone to learn, dance, and have fun. Dancers and the Hungarian group Betyarok.

He led tripsfor more than 30 yeats over She ultimately specialized in Nordic dance; co
50 countries around the world, learning local dances léading the Scandia Dancers, comprised of couples
and folk music, as well as conducting workshops for perform_mg traditional dance in folk costumes. The
American travelers who were interested in cultural ~ group displayed Donr@a choreography at numerous
exploration. The dancers, musicians, and entimtisi ~ festivals in Finland and Norwayror nearly 60 years,
travelers who joined him on these trips number in thePonna nurtured, mentored, and befriended hundreds of

thousands. dancers.

Karl wrote, performed, and published his own .
musct; he performed on over 40 music albums and GERRI ALEXANDER I 1931-2025
several singles. He lectured on folk musicole in Gerri Alexandetived to be
history and social movemenisnd heproduced and ~ 94- She was a lortyme
performed on a series of albums of folk dances and dancer withWest Valley
singing games for children. Folk Dancers and Beverly

In addition to teaching dances from around the BarT® groups. Gerri served
world, Karl choreographed for and performed with ~ @s Historiarof the Folk
several international folk dance troupes. He also ~ Dance Federation, sang
organized and led weekenang festivals, workshops, With Zhena Womeés Folk
classes, dance parties, and jam sessions. Chorusand,along with

Karlds entire life experience was consistent with husband Bobwas on the _
his view that music and dance are fundamental and FOlk DanceScene committgeand was very active
essential to human existence. He generously shared §{§h Camp Hess Kramer for many years

passion and gift for music and dance with those he Gerry and Bolretired andultimately left
loved: family, friends and community in Monterey. ~ Southern Californido live in Lake OswegoOregon.
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST

Take a look at hoviets Dancelcovers have changed over the last eight decadesfirst 10 issues were pub
lished under the nanmEhe Federation Folk DanceMichael Herman, who publishethe Folk Dancepn

the East Coast objected to the use of that name, so it was chanigestDancestarting with the November
1944 issueThe magazine hadnly a masthead for the first few years. It dilhave adistinctcover until the
October1947 issue.

LETS DANCE

Pt Manthy T e T

Folk Dancing
Popular Activity in
Santa Barbara

i
i

; ewithiets  February 1947. October 1947 April 1949, the first
Dancein the masthead. issue with a color cove

JANUARY

BORN TO DANCE-.SEE PAGE 7 _ = STATEFESTIVAL, FRESNO - MAY 293031 - See Pages3-11

A new look January 195C Another design change  There was anajor format changi 1956,from

May 1953 8.50 110 to 5%0 x 8Y%,0 the size most current danct
p— remember best. The onghangemadein the next

, Let's Dance! 30+ yearswvas to a grayscale cover in January 19!
LJ“M i et The size prevailed until the July 1989 isshiete:

they appear to be the same size above, but they
half the size of the prior issues.

THE MAGAZINE OF INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING

Also, the August 1965 issushanged the tag line a
the bottom of the cove
andSquare Dancingo to A
I nternational Fol k Dan

separation from the square dance community.

Official Publication of the Fofk Dance Federation of California, lac.

The JulyAugust 1989 issuéabove, leftbrought back th&.50x 110size.The tag | i ne was
Publication of the Fol k Dalrheceveremdirned Hatndovinte umtil 1998a |
when red was added to the covierFebruary 2004, Gary Anderson became the editod he eventually add
color photographs throughout the magazimeginning with the January 2008 issue (above right).
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| have never heard of a war that
proceeded from dance halls

~ Bertrand Russell,
Nobel acceptance speech, December 11,
1950.
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