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Fresno or
Bust

Are you planning to attend
the State-wide Fesfival in Fres-
no on May 24? Here are some of
the reasons why you SHOULD
make it a point to go.

The weekend opens with a

bang, for those who can arrive
early enough, with a clam bake
at the “Shack,” 2225 Kern Sireet,
on Friday evening, from 7:30
p.am. on, Fresno groups acting as
hosts.

On Saturday morning, a hat-
tle royal will take place between
the northern and southern sec-
tions when meeting and discus-
sions will be held to hash out
the differences in manner of
doing certain dances, All of this
will take place at the Califor-
nian Hotel.

9:30 to 10 a.m.—Registration

10 to 11 a.m.—DMeeting on unifi-
cation of dances in the Lec-
ture Room

11 te 12:30 pm.-—-Folk dance
demonstrations, costume and
book dlsplays, in the Ballrocom,

Arrangements have been
made for a picnie in the after-
noon, starting at 2 p.m. in Fres-
no’s beautiful Roeding Park. Re-
freshments will be served and
there will be demonstrations ang
general folk dancing. At 5 p.m,,
we expect you to be a member
of a long line of hunpry folk
dancers, awalting a barbecue
suyle butfet supper.

All of this builds up to the
grand climax of the official
State-wide Festival, to be held
in the spacious Fresno Civie An-

ditorium from 8 p.um. to mid-
night,

As an added attraction, Jon
Musser will show his recent re-
leases of folk dance movies tak-
en at Redwood City last fall,

Sorry, kids, nothing planned
for Sunday. Use your own imagi-
nation.

If this has convinced you to
attend our brilliant annual
State-wide Festival, it wonld be
desirable to make arrangements
as follows: Please send your re-
guest for reéservations ahead of
your arrival in Fresno. The
Housing Committee would rather
find a suitable room for you any
time before the event than try
to hunt one while the Festival
fun is taking place.

Address your reservabion and
make checks payable to:

Ilorence Rata
751 So. 7th Street
Fresno 2, California.

Hotel accommodations are
$3.00 per perscn. In sending this
reservation, please also state if
you plan to attend the picnic
and the Friday night “‘“hack”
party.

There will be an informatioun
desk available should you have
any difficulty concerning homns-
ing. This will be located at the
Memorial Auditorinm where the
Festival dance is to be held.
There will be no information
desk for this purpose at the
Californian Hotel.

(Ed. Note: A communique jnst
received states—and 1 quote-—
There are still lots of rooms
available.)

0

Ladies Whim was originally
taught to Chang’s International
Folk Dancers by Boris Abramson
nnder the Russian title, “Damski
Caprice.”

Darnce League
Programs in May

For a fourth consecutive year,
the San Francisco Dance League
will present two group programs
during its spring season. These:
two concerts of modern dance
will be given at the Marine’s Me-~
morial Theatre on May 3 and 10
at 8:30 p.m. As in the pas!, the
works of a number of local
choreographers wiil be shown.

The San Francisco Dance
League is an organization of
over 100 Bay Area dancers,
choreographers, and others in-
terested in dance; it aims to en-
courage creative work in dance
and to make good programs
available to loecal audiences.
Choreographers who will pre-
sent both sclo and group com-
positions on May 3 and 10, in-
clude Sue Ettlinger, Ann Hal—
prin, Welland Lathrop, Eleanor
Lauer, Alec Rubin, Marian Van
Tuyl, and Edlth Wlenel

Folk Dance
Descriptions

For the past four years the
Research Committee has been.
studying folk dances ag done in
California and has done an ex-
ecllent. job of writing descrip-
tions of these dances. The dance
descriptions have been accumn-
lated and bound into the book
“Folk Danees from Near and
Far.” Two volumes are currently
available and may be obtained
at $2.00 each from Ethel Turner,
3263 Sacramento Street, San
Franeisca-15, California.
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MAKE,..

Best Music Co.

your HEADQUARTERS for
FOLK DANCE RECORDS!

New—

Scandinavian Favorites on
Unbreakable Plastic
Records
« BHATTER-PROOF
+ LONGER WEARINDG

[UP TO 1000 FLAYS)

¢« NO SURFACE NDISE

No. 20-—Balen i Karlstad %
Styrmansvalsen

No. 30—Swedish Wedding

Bells * Johan Pa Snippen

PLAYED BY
NORDIC RHYTHM BOYS
79 CENTS EACH

Capitol BD 44 Album:; Square
Daneces—Cliffie Stone’s Band
. $3.95

The Gal I Left Behind Me—
Bake Them Hoe Cakes Brown
—Cripple Creek—Golden Slip-
pers—Sally Good’in—Soldiers’
Joy-—Ragtime Annie (with
written and recorded instrue-
tions).

Imperial D 6 Album: Baltik
Folk Dances ................. $3.95

Vandra Polka—Balen i Karl-
stad--Spinning Wheel — Tip
Top Hamhbo—Swedish Schot-
tish — Gamal Rhinelander -—
To-Tur—Sudmalinas,

Add 3% tax.
....and many more INTER-

NATIONAL Folk Dances and
SQUARE Dances.

WE FILL MAIL ORDERS
IMMEDIATELY
Charge Accounts Invited

Best Music Co.

RECORD DEPARTMENT
Glencourt 5332
12th and Clay Street
OAKLAND 7, CALIFORNIA

How’s Your Folk
Dancing I. Q.?

1. The largest selling phono-
graph record of all time in
America is an imported folk
dance item. Qriginating in
Czechoslovakia its' popualrity
started here with playing on
“Juke boxes.” What is its name?

2. What are the Spanish
names for (1) Mexican Hat
Dance, (2) Mexican Clap
Dance?

3. In which dances are the
following ecalls or terms denot-
ing steps used: (1) Heel and Toe,
(2) Prezatzke, (3) Do-Ce-Do,
(4) Round the Island, (5) Hoo-
shig Mooshig, (8) Salta, (T)
Corte.

4, Can you name the longer
but truly correct title of Johann
Strauss’ best loved waltz?

5, In Spain and Mexico bull-
fights are always opened with
gay, march-lke folk dance
music usually composed to hon-
or the Toreador of the day. Both
the music and a colorful Span-
Ish tolk dance done with casta-
nets as well as a simpler folk
ballroom step which originated
from it bear the same title. Can
you nagme it?

6. What old tlme ballroom
dance originated in San Fran-
cisco and consequent popularity
became widespread over the na-
tion?

7. What are the “lead” ov fea-
tured Instruments in each of the
following different types of folk
orchestras, and which gives
each ensemble itas characteristlic
color and styling? TUnderline
those chosen.

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. The ever popular “Beer
Barrel Polka.” In Europe lts
composer Vejovda titled it “Ros-
amunde” in romantic dedication
to a glrl. In America the music
earned over $100,000 in royalties.
During the war it was adopted
as an official song by both Al-
lled and Axis troops.

2. (1) Jarabe or Jarabe Tapa-
tlo, (2) Chiapaneeas.

3. (1) Polka, (2) Hopak. In this
dance It is a variation of the
Kozatzke step. It also ocecurs in
Russian ballet., (3) Square
Dances. Means “back to back.”
(4) Hawalian Hula. The call of
‘‘Round the Island” on the part
of the audience is for ever larger
convolutions or movements of
the hips. (5) Besldes being the
name of a Hebrew dance itself,
it is a peculiar sidewise step fa-
vored in the Palestinian Cher-
kessia. (6) In Portuguese the

word means “Jump” and is a
call given for the same move-
ment in their Chamarita. (7). It
is the French word used to de-
seribe the Dip in Tango.

4, This was the great waltz
about which Johannes Brahms
wrote, “Unfortunately, not by
Johannes Brahms”-—Johann
Strauss’ “On the Beautiful Blue
Danube.”

5. The lively, infectious Paso
Doble.

6. About 1910 the Turkey Trot
was originated and introduced
in San Francisco.

7. A—-Accordion; B. — Violin,
Cymbalon; C.—Clarinet; D. —
Tambourines, Ocherina, Accor-
dion; E.—Bandoneon, a con-
certina type instrument orig-
inating in Argentina; F.—Guil-
tar, Castanets.

At ED KREMERS

262 O'FARRELL STREET
SEUTTER 7294
Costumes Made to Order
IN 6AN JOSE AREA
CONTACT MRS, MINNIE R. DEMRICK
P. O. BEOX 124B

RECORDS COSTUMES
ED KREMERS’
FOLK SHOP

A Folk Dance Specialty Center

242 O’Farrell 8t., Ne. 301
S8an Franclsco 2, Calitf.
Suwtter T204

(Uhnited Nations Theatre Bldg.)
See Fd for all available Folk
Dance Records, including the
following just produced:
Sicilian Tarantella
Neapolitan Tarantella
Italian Quadrille
Italian Danza

Corinne Chochem
PRESENTS
Palestine Dances and Songs
(Album No. 1)
Jewish Holiday Dances and
Songs. (Album No. 2)

(VOX Recirds—$3.93 Each)

Traditional and Modern Pales_
tinean Music and Song Ar-
rangements by Darius Milhaut,
Leanord Bernstien, Hang Eis-
ler and others.

24 MELODIES
24 DANCES
WITH INSTRUCTIONS

FOR BALE AT YOUR FAVORITE
RECORD SHOP
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“ russian + irish « swedish ¢« omericon « mexican * scotch *» speonish - itolicon -

gypsy

american * swedish

llave

you

tried

SLOANE

Old favorites or

latest releases!

{‘Z

Write . .. p}‘lone N

or come in!

Phone Garfield 2827

Record SI]OP

Wk ] .

SLOANE

SUTTER near GRANT
SAN FRANCISCO

NOTES ON
IRISH DANCING

{Editor’s Note: The following
material was taken from “A
Guide to Irish Daneing” by J. J.
Sheehan, published in 1502 in
Dublin, Ireland. Acknowledge-
ment is due Gilman Merrill for
the use of this book, which was
presented to him by Percy Lon-
ergan. Mr. Lonergan was at one
time one of the foremost CGraelic
dancers in California, He also
danced with the Allen Sisiers,
one of whom, Gracie, is now the
famous radio and pleture come-
dienne.)

“Although 1t would be Impos-
sible to treat of the historical
aspect of Irish dancing in the
limits allowed by this little
volume, a few remarks on the
better-known dances may nof
be amiss.

To the jig must be awarded
the honor of heing our oldest
national dance; and there can-
not be any doubt that of all the
dances known in Ireland at the
present day, the jig has the best
title to the description ‘tradi-
tional.’

Q'Curry suerested that fthe
word ‘jlg’ was derlved from the
Tralian ‘gigue,” and thereupon
many people who ought to hove
known better assumed that the
ilg had an Itallan origin. It is
easy to see how the mistake
arose.

Hardiman tels us (runting
Tassoni) that the ancient music
of Ireland was imitated bv Ge-
gualdus, the “chief of the Ital-
ian composers and greatest mu-
sical improver of the sixieenth
century”’---a fact which ought to
be sufficient to dispose of the
“Itallan origin” theory regard-
ing the jig. As if that were nnt
enough, one English authority
states that the first kn~wn
dance tune in BEnglish, dating
nack to 1300 was a kind of jig,
and it is certain the English
didn't invent it.

Through the Italian crmpos-
ers. however, Jigs became very
nopuiar throughout Eurone in
the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries, and were even greatly
in favor at the court of “Good
Queen Bess” herself—-a mark of
royal favor for which, no doubt,
all Ivishmen will feel tittingly
grateful.

The Irlsh title to the reel is
not quite so clear. The Scotech
seem to -have pretty strong
grounds for c'alming it ag their
dance; but as they have heen
erually  energetic in claiming
our language, our Songs, ouUr
musiec, and our musicians as

their own productions, one
would be pglad of a little more
evidence.

The probabillity is that the
reel 18 neicher Lrish nol sicoten,

- but that it came from the north

of Europe, where it has for cen-
turies been a dance beloved of
the descendants of the old
Lochlanhnach. .

The credit of inventing Lhe
hornpipe would appear to he
due Lo elther Wales or England
—most probably to the former.

T'he horunpipe was, however,
well known in Ireland and Scol-
land in Lthe sevenieenth cen-
tury.

The well - known “Rinnce-
fada,” or country dance, hag a
record dating back to the six-
teenth century, and probably to
an earlier pericd. )

The origin of Irish figure-
dancing is not easily asceriain-
able. While undoubtedly very
oid, there ig a probabllity that
some of the Iigures in the
figure-dancing owe thelr origin
to the French measures which
for a considerable time exerted
a powerful influence on the
dances of the civilized world.

But one curious point has
sbruck me which may be worthy
of note. The movements de-
seribed in Irish flgure-dancing
bear a strong resemblance to
the intricate interlacing orna-
ment which is sucnh a marked
feature of early Irlsh art. It
would almost' seem as if the
same artistic mind had inspired
both. It may be only a colnci-
dence; but, if so, it is a very
pecnliar one.

Whatever opinions may be
held as to Irlsh figure-dancing,
two things may be sald—it is
distinctively Irish and extremc-
ly art:sbically eonstructed.

The chance that the build of
it may have been at some perlod
influenced by foreign ideas need
not detract from its merit. All
dancing has al one tiine or
another had to bow to the
fashions of the day, and we
need not be put aboul should it
be proved (which, up to the
present has not been done) that
our Irish danecing has been
similarly influenced.

Suffice it to say that it can
c¢laim one of the oldes{ and most
distinetlve dance histories in
Europe; and, indeed, it is doubt-
ful if any European country has
ever produced a list of dances so
varied, so pleasing, so lively, and
50 beautiful.

STRAY NOTES

Dance with the body held
lightly, the head erect but not
stiffly so, the chest expanded,

(Continued on Page 10)
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Month of May
Will Keep Folk
Dancers Busy

If you thought that the past
few months have been fully
scheduled for folk dancers, just
take a look at what is taking
place during the month of May.

Bet you’d like to attend them
alll

May 3, Saturday—The Vasa
Dance Club of Berkeley presents
a Folk Dance Pantomime, “The
Judge’s Birthday.” Everybody
welcome, 8:00 p.m. at the Fin-
nish Brotherhood Hall, Chest-
nut St., Berkeley,

May 4, Sunday — Sacramento
Folk Dancers hosts of a Regional
Festival at Governor's Hall,
State Fair Grounds, 1:30 to 6:00
p.m.

May 4, Sunday—Reglonal Fes-
tival in Santa Cruez.

May 4, Sunday — May Time
Festival, Southern Section of
Folk Dance Federation of Cali-
fornia, Moorpark, California, in
Simi Valley, about 53 miles from
Los Angeles, 1:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Pienic grounds and refresh-
nients available.

May 5, Monday—Bay area folk
dancers grand opportunity to
visit with Elizabeth Burchenal
at an informal reception held in
her honor. Dr. Burchenal, world
renowned folk dance authority,
is currently on a tour of the
west coast and will address bay
area dancers at the Whitller
dchool Auditorium, Virginia and
Milvia Sts., Berkeley, al 8:00
P,

May 11, Sunday — The Stan-
ford "Hoedowners and the Palo
Alto Palomaniang jointly spon-
sor the Northern Section Fed-
eralion Festival on the campus
of Stanford University.

. The Hoedowners will be hosts
in the afternoon from 1:30 to
5:30 on the field west of the
Women’s Gymnasium. There will
be general dancing and. some ex-
hlbitions. In case of raln, the
afterncon danclng will  take
place in the Baskefball Pavilion.

In the evening, the Paloman-
ians will be hosts in the Bas-
ketball Pavilion. with the em-
phasis on exhibition danecing,
Everyone is cordially invited.

May 17, Saturday -— Regional
Festizal Do mleide genn e

12:00 p.m. Bay Point Recreation
Committee, hosts.

May 24, Saturday—Event of
the year. Second Annual State-
wide Festival, Fresno, California.
Read all about it in LET'S
DANCE.

May 2%, Tuesday—Madelynne
Greene presents the Festival
Workshop in a Recital of Inter-
national Dances, Marine Memo-
rial Theatre, Sutter and Mason
Streets, San Francisco, 8:30 p.m.
Tickets may be obtained from
Festival Workshop members or
the City of Paris box office,

Square Dancing

For some time it has been evi-
dent to regular Federation fes-
tival-goers that there is a tend-
ency for the sguare dances to
become repetitive. When called
records are used, the masters of
ceremonies almost invariably
choose those o0ld ones with
which the crowd as a whole is
likely to be famillar in order to
insure a smooth response on the
floor. Callers use more or less the
same patter from festival to fes-
tival for the same reason.

The desirability of this prac-
tice is certainlv open to some
guestion since it tends to stifle
the use of new materials. Either
new records or new routines are
needed, A number of innovation
square dance records have comen
onto the market within the nast
yvear. This article is intended as
the beecinning of a svgtemoatio
campaign to bring some of this
fresh material into our sguare
dancing picture.

Below is described an easv
call, little used in this area at
present. It is strongly urged that
it be introduced and taught im-
mediately within the varlous
clubs, and that it be danced at
a forthcoming festival. If one
new call or new called record
can be introduced in this man-
per each month, our square
dancing may he much more
varied and interesting than it
has been in the past.

Here is the call:

“Tadv Ballonet” (Note:

Rhymes with ‘“‘set”)

First coun's balance, first
couple swing, -

First e¢ounle out to the right
of the ring;
(self-explanatory)

Turn a three-hand set, the
lady ballonet.”

{The three-hand set con-
sists of the [lirst gent and the
two” members of r ¢ eond

hands and circle to the left.
The first lady walks around
the OUTSIDE of this three-
person ring, walking to the
right. The caller should allow
time for about two complete
cirelings.)

“Now circle up four, you're

not through yet!”

(Continued on Page Seven)

HOY’S RADIO AND MUSIC |

+— Reeords —
Columbla, Victor, Deeca, Caplial
Blank Records
Home Recording Supplics
Telephones:
San Anselmo 2961 San Rafaelb736
312 Sir Francis Drake Blvd.
San Anselmo, California

DOWNTOWN

For FOLK DANCE and
POPULAR RECORDS

Try Our New Store—
NOBRQ MTUSIC

369 Ells 8t., 8. F. 2; TU 4876
Open Week-days from 9 a. m. to 7 p. m.

PARKSIDE

PARKSIDE RADIO &
RECORD SHOP

941 Taraval, S. F. 16; LO 6-7676

RADIOS REPAIRED
FEATURING SCANDINAVIAN AND
OTHER INTERNATIONAL RECORDS

MISSION

Radios Muzical
and Repairlng Ingtrumenta

Folk Dance Records Featured
(Christophe’s
2388 Mission Street
Telephone MIszgion 2098
SAN FRANCISCO

Cpen 9 a. m, to 5:45 p, m.
Saturday Evenlngs to B:45

Featuring Hand Woven Scarfs
Aprons and Skirts in Beautifu,
Peasant Patterns

Youw Gifi Shp

258 TAYLOR STREET
San Franeisco, California
Phone ORdway 1821

Russian Blonses for Men and
Women
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THE BALLROOM
FOLK DANCERS

‘The Ballroom Fold Dancers of
Sacramento was established and
organized by K. Weller Daniels
with the able assistance of his
wife, Meta. Mr. Daniels’ interest
in early American dancing dates
back to 1902. His uncle was ah
old time fiddler who conducted
daneces in his home in which
Weller participated.

On March 20, 1943, a progres-
sive and congenial group held a
first practice session of old time
dancing under the guidance of
Mr. Daniels. This session met
with such approval that it was
decided to conduct further
classes. Basic ideas for a club
were drafted which are still in
existence today. These rules
limited the membership of the
organization and accepted new-
comers to be admitted by
couples. The mode o©of dress is
semi-formal. -

On October 31, 1946, the club
became a special group member
of the Folk Dance Federation of
California.

From its beginning, the Ball-
rcom Folk Danecing Club has
speciglized, as its name implies,
in ballroom and early American
folk dances, including quadrilles,
especially waltz quadrilles. Spe-
cial effort is made to execute
well old time datices similar to
those programmed by Henry
Ford, such as the Badger Ga-
votte, Rye Waltz, ete. Much time
and effort has been expended
by Mr. and Mrs. Danlels in un-
ecovering authentie background
and dance patterns such as the
Mazurka, French Minuet, Court
Minuet, ete. The Court Minuet,
consisting of four parts, or fig-
ures, and done in quadrille for-
mation, is the old traditional
minuet in three-fourths time.
This dance was learned for exi-
hibition purposes by a small
group of the membershlp calling
themselves the Minuet Club. On
special ocecastons, the minuets
are performed in costumes of
the 17th century.

Mrs, Mary Hann, niece of the
late May Wilkins, who taught

ballroom daheing in Berkeley
for 45 years, gave the Ballroom
Folk Daneing Club the French

(Continued on Page Six)
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Mr. and Mrs. K. Weller Daniels,

instructors of the Ballroom
Folk Dancing Club,

‘The Ballroom Folk Dancing Club in Quadrille Formation Performing the “Court Minuet”

KT,
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TEACHERS’
INSTITUTE

The second meeting of the
Federation’s Teachers’ Institute
was held at the Seguoia Union
High Sechool, Redwood City, on
March 30th., Folk dancers at-
tending were welcomed to the
afternoon session by Elizabeth
Ann Howard, chairman of the
event. The session began at 1:00
p.m. with the teaching of some
new dances.

The first dance to be taught
was the Mexican Miners Schot-
tische, Avis Landis instructing.
This dance is composed of vari-
ations of the schottische step
and has the innovation of the
lady leading.

Next was a group of English
country dances which were
taught by Kitty Lynch, These
were: Black Nag, Gathering
Peascods, and The Flowers of
Edinburgh. Xitty pointed out
that English country dancing
has a style of its own. Always
he natural Dance from the
waist down and let hands swing
freely at sides, never hold skirts

or put hands on walst unless di-

rected. Dance on balls of feet,
never down on heels, and Keep
body well over the feet.

When performing Gathering
Peascods, phrase carefully so
that there are no pauses, only
enough time to go on to the
next step. In Flowers of Edin-
burgh, the running step should
be very lively.

The last new dance to be in-
troduced was Vo-Sadu-Li V Ogo-
rode, more popularly known as
Vo-8adu, This charming Rus-
sian dance was presented by
Madelynne Greene. Unllke many
of the other Russian dances
performed by folk dancers, it is
dignified and controlled. The
ladies flirt with their handker-
chiefs throughout, but were told
by Madelynne to avoid resem-
bling someone vigorously waving
a flag.

After the new dance sesston,
Walter Grothe introduced Mil-
dred Buhler, who was chairman
of the first Institute. She told of
the new plan to have the Insti-
tute’s chairman change every
three months. Madelynne
Greene is the next chairman,

The review of old dances
started with Song Chang re-
viewing Gustaf’s Skoal. This
aance should be done in a state-
ly manner. Hands are held
shoulder high and dancers bow
to their opposites, not to their
partners. There is no clap prior

to going under the arch, instead
the clap comes on the first
count just before joining hands
with partner to swing around
twice.

Buzz Glass reviewed the Ven-

gerka, emphasizing the correct
way to do the Bokazo, or across-
apart-together step. This should
be done smoothly and precisely,
close to the floor. Following the
Vengerka, the group adjourned
for dinner.

The evening session opened at
7:00 p.m. with a discussion group
led by Buzz Glass. The teaching
of English dances was discussed
al great length. It was sugpgested
that if each leader would bring
English dances to his own group,
they would hecome more popu-
lar. In the teaching of English
dances, mention was made of
the fact that the very definite
style should be emphasized.

There was also some discus-
sion about the type of dances to
be taught at meetings of the In-
stitute. Buzz explained that so
far they have tried to have a
mixture of simple and compli-
cated dances. Everyone was
asked for suggestions of dances
to be taught in the future. These
suggestions will be very welcome
and can be made in person or
by letter, Orily in this way wil]
the committee “learn the opin-
ions and wishes of those inter-
ested.

There were several requests
for background materiagl to he
given for the dances taught.
This makes for more interest
and attention,

Several people commented on
the faet that dances are fre-
guently not performed well at
festivals because all of the
groups do not- know them, but
wish to learn and dance them.
Ed Kremers suggested that
groups try to agree on some
new dances to be inecluded in
coming festivals each month. If
the host group could send ad-
vance copies of the program to
other clubs, time could be spent
on these specific dances and all
could enjoy them. This idea was
well received but needs careful
consideration as it may not
prove feasible.

After the discussion group, the
last part of the Institute was
spent in reviewing dances taught
during the afternoon and also

.at the first Institute. Mildred

Buhler gave instruction on how
to teach the pas de basque step
to beginners, and also reviewed
the new version of the Veleta.
Grace Perryman showed the
heel pas de basque which some
ot the clubs use in La Raspa. In
this version, the heel is used on

THE BALLROOM
FOLK DANCERS

{Continued from_ page 5)

and Court Minuets., The Ma-
zurka tune used for their dance
was the theme from which
Chopin composed his concert se-
lections some 125 years ago.

The Leland Long String Trio,
an orchestra composed of violin,
piano, and string hase, plays for
all of the formal dance meet-
ings. Some of the music this
orchestra plays is from first edi-
tions of the original sheet music
printed in the 1890’s.

The foremost aim of this clu
1s to obtain authentic informa-

tion about old time folk dances-

and to learn to dance them as
they were done originally.

At the present time, the or-
ganization is divided into sev-
eral groups, beginners, inter-
mediates, and seniors. For new
members in the club, a regularly

scheduled course of dances is ar- .

ranged in a progressive order for

a series of practice evenings. At -

each practice evening, new
couples are given instruction in
about five or six dances. Mimeo-
graphed outlines of these dances
are given to the newcomers so0
that they may practice at home
by ecounting out the steps. A

. pianist furnishes the music for

the practice sessions. Instruc-
tion as given by Mr. Daniels is
by dividing each dance into two
or more parts, each of which is
learned separately before doing
the whole dance.

Before anyone is admitted to
the senior membership, he must

have demonstrated his ability to

dance correctly the old
fashioned waltz.

The practice evenings are pri-
marily deslgned for concentra-
tion and study. After a couple
has completed the ‘course of
practice evenings onh the 22
dances they are.invited to be-
come members of the senior
group. As further enjoyment,
two parties are held during the
yvear, the New Year’s Eve cele-
bration and an annual banguet
and dance in February.

0

The Russian Jewlsh Sherr
Dance, a favorite among folk
dancers, is a wedding dance
characterized by much howing
and hand-saluting by the par-
ticipants.

the second count instead of the
toe. Grace said that this is a
very Mexican step.

A
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Honor Your
Partner

Ed Kremers, second president
of the Folk Dance Federation of
California, was born in Wiscon-
sin of Dutch and Belgian par-

)

Ed Kremers, Second President of California Folk Dance Federation

ents. He was raised and educat-
ed in Oregon, doing his under-
graduate work at Oregon State

and pgraduate work af the Uni-
versity of Oregon. Besides re-
ceiving university degrees, BA
became a Certified Public Ac-
courtant. He was, until the war,

(Continued on Page Nine)

AT R

The Newest in

FOLK DANCE
ALBUMS

“Comumunity Folk Dances”—Son-
art Album M8-- By Michael
Herman & Orchestra. Includes:
Mexican Waltz, Kalvelis, Meit-
che Putz Di, Tancuj, Eide Ratas,
To Ting, Chechessia.

“Russian Folk Dances” — Kismet
Albuam. K3— By Kastya Po-
leanesky & His Balalaika Orch-
estra. Includes: Alexandrovski,
Polyanka, Hiawatha, Cherkess-
ea, Vo Sadu, Tatarochka.

“Square Dances”’—Victor Album
P. 55— By Carson Robinson,
Includes: Spanish Cavaliero,
Jingle Bells, Turkey in the
Straw, Golden Slippers, Paddy
Dear.

“Square Dances”—Black & White
Albums 65— By Texas Dan-
dies. (With and without calls.)
Includes: Cage the Bird, Sally
(yoodin, Oh Susanna, Texas
Stars.

‘“Russian Folk Dances”—Imperial
Album FD5— By Zaldemer
& His Balalaika Orchestra, In-
cludes: Russian Sherr, Korobus-
ka, Pa-De-Span, Kohanochka,
Ukranian Dance, Broken Life,
No. 2 and 3, and Toska.

“Baltic Folk Dances” — Imperial
Album FD6— By Erik Lun-
quest & Orchestra. Includes:
Vandra Polka, Balen I Karlstad,
Spinning Wheel, Tip-Top Ham-
bo, Swedish Schottische, Gamal

' Rheinlander, To-Tur, and Sud-
malinas.

“Gypsy Folk Dances” — Imperial
Album FD7— Jascha Bo-
rowsky & His Russian Gypsy
Fnsemble. Includes: Gaida
Trocka, Alexandrovska, Russian
Tango and other favorites.

The Most Complete Forelgn
Record Stock on the West Coast

FOLK DANCE LIST FREE ON
REQUEST, MAIL ORDERS
FILLED

American

Music Company
Est. 1903
426 South Broadway
MlIchigan 1871
LOS ANGELES 13, California
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Your Club and Mine

Poinsettis Playground, Los An-
ge.es, is the location of Saturday
night folk dance parties. Danc-
ing is held the first and third
Saturdays of each month from
8 to 12 P.M. The next folk dance
parties scheduled ave on Mav
ora and 17th, No instruction is
given and about 35 American
and European dances are per-
formed during the evening. The
address is 7341 Willoughby Ave-
nue.
—_—p—

The Carousel, a social fune-
tion of the San Franclsco Folk
Arts Group, is planning a Swed-
ish Midsummer Festlval for
June 21st, the longest day of the
vear, This promises to be an in-
teresting and enjoyable evening
of folk dancing and Swedish
midsummer legends and cus-
toms, All Federation members
are invlted to attend.

RE Y ,

The Fresno Frolickers have
gathered the lyries to some of
our folk dance music. These
melodies are sung at their meet-
ings, on the long way to other
folk dance parties given in other
valley towns, and when several
folk dancers get together. In-
cluded in their repertoire are:
Troika, Tancuj, Gustaf Skoal,
Road to the Isles, Korobusnka,
Weggls Song, and the Piper.

—_—

Currently the Gartield Folk
Dancers are enjoying the lead-
ership of Avls Landis in a series
of Mexican folk dances.

An international party was

glven by the Garfield group on-

ROSIN THE BOW

THE MAGAZINE FOR
Square and Folk Dancers

Presents g Special

POLISH
Mountaineer Issue
Daneces, Pictures, Costume

Degigns, Folklore of the Tatra

Mountains. Never hefore pub-

lished in English.

Hand Printed Color Cover—

This issue Alone Worth The

Whole Subscription Price—
1 year (10 numbers) 3150

Rod La Farge
113 Cliff Street, Haledon
PATTERSON 2, N, J.

No Single Copies of this Issue
Sold.

LETITIA INNES

< M

LETITIA INNES, active leader
in Les Angeles folk dance
circles, In looking over the
material which should appear
in the May issue of LET'S
DANCE, the staff was quite
surprised to find something
left over from the April issue.

Yes, it was the above pc'ure
of Letitia which should have
aceompanied her biography.

Saturday, Aprll 26th at the Wil-
lard School in Berkeley. Mem-
bers of the Finnish Folk Danc-
ers and the Kensington School
group were gpecial guests at the
affair.

.u_r.._o_

The Oakland Square Steppers
held their annual offic=s’ narty
at Alpine Lodge atop Mt, Tam-
alpals over the weekend of
March 22, Thirty-eight members
and eighteen of their small fry
attennded what proved to be a
smashing climax to a most sue-
cessful term as president turned
in by Harold and Ruth Reames.
A delicious ham dinner was pre-
pared and served bv the retiring
offleers, who in addition to Har-
old and Ruth were, Ed and Or-
villa Goins. John and Estelle
Moore, and Ed and Veletg Smith,
Folk and square dancing occu-
pled the balance of the eve-
uing, of course, with a program
tor the youngsters before thelr

 bedtime. Coffee and doughuuts

around the fireplace cipped the
evening.,

The newly elected officers, BEd
Larsen, Jim and Cedes Trvine
and Frank and Beth Halsey,
were responsible for the bacon
and egg breakfast Sunday morn-
ing. Lunch was served at Stin-
son Beach for those hardy souls
who had the energy to venture

on a pienie after danclng most
of the night.

The enthusiastic attendance
of the members wag a tribute to
Harold and Ruth Reames, who,
during the past year, have
poured their best into the job of
guiding the Square Steppers

JAMES F. IRVINE

o W —
“Mietschi Putz Di”’

ATTENTION:

Square Dancers
Recreation D epatrtments,
Colleges, Schools, or other
organizations  interested in
sponsoring institutes in the
intricate figures and patterns

of the TEXAS COWROY
SQUARE and COUPLE
DANCES;
WRITE

JIMMIE CLOSSIN

2930 Van Buren Avenue
EL PAS0O, TEXAS

Over ten years experience
teaching large classes. Any
number of references furnish-
ed interested parties. Contact
may be made c¢/o San Diego
City Recreation Dept., 702
Civie Center, week of Feb. 3
to 8. Or ¢/o Martin H, Trieb,
Los Angeles School Board, 735
Wilton Place, week of Feb. 10
to 15. Otherwise at El Paso,
Texas.
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HONOR YOUR
PARTNER

(Continued from page T)

an assistant professor of ac-
counting.

The University of California
Square Dancers attracted Krem-
ers at a Halloween party in 1941,
As a consclentious student and
enthusiastic guest he jotted
down notes on the instruction
being given.

After this introduction to folk
dancing, Ed’s interest accelerat-
ed to the point where he was a
member of practically all Bay
Area folk dance groups. This ad-
vancement brought Ed into the
field of leadership and in this
capacity he traveled to Colorado
for the purpose of studying
under the direction of Lloyd
Shaw,

Al the outbreak of war Ed
served in the auditing division
of the Supply Corps as a naval
officer. Most of the war years
Ed spent his active duty In San
Francisco where he continued
hig interest in folk dancing and
ultimately became guite a spe-
cialist in the field of square
calling. On temporary assign-
ments which took him to Ne-
vada, Idaho, Colorado, and
Washington, D. C.,, Ed sought
folk dance groups in these lo-
calities to learn more about folk
and sguare dancing.

Ed has spent much of his
spare time working dillgently to
teach dances and help distribute
folk and sdquare dances among
the groups. These activities were
instiumental in Ed’s becoming a
key person in the organigation
of the Folk Dance Federation of
California, Ed’s baslc ideas for
a monthly publication, LET'S
DANCE, and the formation of a
research committee to publish
dance descriptions materialized
during his term as president of
ithe Federation in 1943.

Upon Ed Kremer's release
from the Navy in August 1946,
he put a tremendous amount of
effort into Federation activities.
During the war years Ed realized
the specific needs of folk danc-
ers and that suggested to him
the establishment of a folk
shop. Ed has made every effort
to obtain a complete stock of
folk dance rccords, songs, sheet
music, books on dancing, and
allied crafts. As a special service
he maintains a complete card
index of folk dances which s

available to teachers and eall- -

ers. Data onh classes and groups

is also on file as is a calendar of
folk events.

(Editor’s Note: The staff of
LET'S DANCE wishes to thank
Ed Kremers for his unceasing
agsistance and invaluable sug-
pestions during the past year.)

L

Square Dancing

(Continued From Page Four)

The first lady steps into the
circle, to the right of her part-
ner, and the two couples circle
left, waiting for the next call,
which may be anything the
caller desires, such as “Swing
your opposlte,” “Docey-doe,”
“on to the next,” ete.

This type of call is described
In Lloyd Shaw's “Cowhoy
Dances,” pages 189-190, under
the title “The Xady Walks
Round.”

Ed Kremers.

Folk Ilamz;so Federation
of California

Abstracts of Council Meeting
Minutes

SOUTHERN SECTION

1. Meeting held March 23,
1947, at Griffith Park, just prior
to the March Anniversary Fes-
tival.

2. Request was made of Fed-
eration member groups to sub-
mit a copy of their by-laws and
constitution to the counecil.

3. Paul Erfer announced
under committee report of the
Director of Publlcity and Exten-
sion that an eight-page Folk
Dance Directory will soon bhe
forthcoming.

4, July Festival hosts may he
Mountain Dancers or Santa Bar-
hara.

5. Research Committee re-
quested that it be expanded to
include one member from each
club.

6. A nominating commlttee
was elected to select eandidates
for Federation offices for the
coming year, Virginla Anderson
is chalrman with Paul Erfer,
Franklin Hepner, Katherine Pel-
ton, and Esther Liptz as mem-

bers,
VIRGINIA ANDERSON

The Veleta waltz 1s an Amer-
fcan “round” dance. Two ver-
sions are done, one from the
Southwest and another from
Montana.

AMERICAN SQUARES

A Magazine Dedleated to Amcerican
Folk Daonclng

I--Learn to Dance and Call
Hquare Dances

1 Year’'s Subeeriptlion
Ty American Squales..............$1.00

Doth For 8$1.60
Box 100, 38 So. Girard Street
N. 1.

WOODRTRY,

Folk Dancers—

OAKLAND & BERKELEY

It's WALT'S for Dry-Cleaning,
Laundry and Repair of your
COSTUMES.

WALT

calls and delivers at NO
extra cost. Just phone

BERKELEY 2006

VOLS. 1 & 2

“Folk Dances
From Near & Far”

NOW AVAILABLE
Send your order to

ETHEL TURNER

3263 Sacramento St.
San Francisco 15, Calif,

CAMERAS AND SUPPLIES

Run by Amsteur Photographers whoss
hobby e PHOTOGRAPHY

LOEBERS

DICK RUNDLE STAN LOEBER
2124 Flllmore Street

CAPEZIO

BEST. 1887
DANCE — THEATRICAL
FOOTWEAR

Russian Boofs—Men's Spanish
Boots — Custom Made

Special Shoes for Folk Dancers
RTHEL TURNER, Mgr.

888 Market S$t., San Francisco
411 'W. 7th St.,, Los Angeles
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NOTES ON
IRISH DANCING

{Continned from Page Three)

the shoulders back, the arms
hanging easily by the sides (it
is not necessary to spread out
the fingers fan fashion nor to
clench the fists) and the legs
glightly bent at the knee.

The chief secret of any danc-
ing is to know when to change
the weight of the body from one
foot to the other. A little prac-
tice will enable this knowledge
to be acquired.

Don’t dance on the whole of
yvour foot.

Don’t dance with your toes
pointing skywards. They will do
tnat wnen you are dead. Swell
the instep a trifle (not ostenta-
tiously so) and the toes will
naturally peoint downwards.

Some people dance with con-
siderable effort, looking as
though the exercise were hard
labor. Avoid that error. A dance
room is a place for jollity, and
it it hurts you to dance youd
better sit down.

If you happen to be a better
dancer than your companions in
the set don’t make the fact ap-
parent by executing fancy steps
at every possible opportunity.
They won’t admire it, they’ll
think you conceited.

Dance the measnre an-
nounced. Don’'t spoil the uni-
formity of the dance by per-
forming something else even if
it is more difficylt. After a
country dance has been called
Tve seen a line dancing it,
while in another par{ of the

room a jig was going on, in
another part an elght hand jig
,and in another, a little company
company were making a gal-
lant ef{ort to struggle through
an eight-hand reel! If the
dance yon want is not on the
program, ask for it; if not
known by the company present,
it will be appreciated as an ex-
hibition.

{These remarks are not in-
tended to apply to practices).

Don’t hug your partner round
the waist English fashion. When
swinging hold her hands only. A
bow to your partner al the end
of a dance wouid not be amiss,
but be careful to avoid any
straining after “deportment.”
Leave that to the Seonini. In
short be natural, unaffected,
easy-—be Irish, and youwll be all
right.
“Let forelgners brag and crow

That dancin’s their devotion,
'Tig little the craychurs know

Of the poetry of motion;
Their polkas and quadrilles

Are notnin’ else but prancin’,
An' Irish jigs and reels,

The king and gueen of

dancin’,”
0

The Hopak iz considered as
one of the most vigorous of our
dances and comes from Russian
Ukrainian sources. The dance
calls for considerable impro-
visation on the part of the man
who is trying to impress his
partner with a great show of
manly energy and vigor.

O

Laces and Graces is an Amer-
ican adaptation of the English
ballroom 2-step.

April Showers
Festival

On a warm spring evening,
such as is seldom enjoyed in the
East Bay, the Albany Folk danc-
ers packed in a record crowd at
their Spring Rain Festival, April
12th. The multitude of umbrel-
la. decorations and tremendous
rainbow along with the umbrella
shaped programs were quite
effective,

As an unexpected treat, three
dances were performed by a
young Danish troupe which is
touyring the United States. The
outstanding feature of their ex-
hibition was the precise fashion
and exqulsitely graceful man-
ner in which the dances were
executed. The dancers were re-
splendent in their authentic

costumes patterned from orig-
inal clothes worn in various lo-
calities of Denmarlk., We are in-
deed grateful to Walter Grothe
for making special arrange-
ments to have this Danish group

appear,
Exhibltions were also given by
Chang’s International Folk

Dancers, Berkeley Folk Dancers,
and the Festival Workshop, who
presented respectively: Kor
Magyar, La Zandunga, and a
new version of Krakowiak.

O
Gypsy Wine is an American
adaptation of a Russian ball-
room dance to Hungarian music.

2,

>

*

4057 South Figueroa Street

2,

Switzerland Restaurant

DANCING IN BOTH OPEN AIR GARDEN AND DINING ROOM
Cuisine and Entertainment from Swiss Pavilion N. Y. World’s Fair

LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF,

All Kinds of European Folk Dance Music Records Available — Waltzes — Laendlers — Polkas —

Schottisches — Swiss Yodlers

L]

MOSERBUEBE
{Moser Brothers)
Proprietors

Telephone ADams 9292




