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WORLD BROTHERHOOD

World Brotherhood ®"Week® closed in February for some folks, but for folk dancers
1t 1s a continuing theme. Folk dancers have the opportunity not only to evince the
desirsbility of drotherhood but also to carry on its concrete manifestatlions in thelir
weekly activities. Though our emphasis 1s primarily recreational and socilal, we must
re~lize our unique Importance in bringing the message 0of tolerance and understanding to
our friends and acquaintances,

The past and present activities of organized individuals and groups whose narrow
appreciation of Americanism causes them to indulge in a campaign of intolerance .and
animosity 1s not a story from the books. It i1s as real as Mary, Petro, Nathan, and Peder.

It is because we as folk dancers have glimpsed the scheme O0f things that we have been
in a prominent position to carry on a program of tolerance in the larger meaning of the
word. Yes, fellow folk dancer, in our contacts, our festivals, our papers, our mingling
with our fellow men we are showing the way. Let us keep up the good work mindful that
our dancing activities inadvertently are dbuilding an understanding Amerjica and a better worl

Henry Glass, Editor

OUR MEXICAN NEIGHBORS

; by
Mrs. llelen H. Iverson

For years the Mexfcan Colony 1in Oakland has cousiuereu Lhe New Century Community
Center as their headquarters., Some of the neighbors who first helped organize the
programs are still active and i{nterested in the Center. Small string orchestras made
up of proud fathers, brothers who played while their sisters and wives danced the folk
dances, were the originators of what has turned out to be a permanent and a very important
group at the Center. Some of the original musicians are still playing at many of the
festivals.

In 1937 Angel Guzman (certified to teach dancing by the University of Mexico) started
classes in Mexican Folk Dancing and it is through the interest that he created that Abby
Schmits (now in the Spars) continued teaching the Mexican Folk Dances when Mr. Gugzman
returned to Mexico. These classes for Mexican azdults and children were conducted in
authentic Mexican style. During Abby Schmits absence, the classes have been carried on by
Avis landis, an outstanding dancer and tedcher of Mexican dances. The presence of the
Mexican Nationals during the war period enriched and enlarged the activities of the Center,
Appearing in their own native costumes, the group participated 1in many prograns at the Cente
48 wWell as many civic affairs where they slways made a colorful appearance.

The Natlionals came here in large numbers to relisve the labor situation, and as a whole
they were outstanding young men f{rome.gll walks of life.gnllle local Mexican Colony opened
their homes to them and . & many ¢ the boys have
expressed the desire to return to America and
become citizens.

Through the
Oakland Recreation Dept.
Association, an American-
Committee was formed and
during the war period.
proved to be very popular,
affairs being given on
wonderful Mexican food was
has created a very
Oakland and therefore
pogssible, are planning

cooperation of the
and the Pan-American
Mexican Recreation
sponsored weekly affairs
Dances and game nights
with several elaborate
special occasions when
served. All of this
friendly feeling for
the men, as many as
to return.
oG \ -

Because of the contributions to Lhe American scene, Lh¥ deparcture of the Nationals
meant a great 10ss to the community. However, the local citizens are snthusiastic
and active 1in planning future prograns. We are hoping to have a gala celebretions on
Hay 6 which marks one of the Mexican national holildays.



#Mrs.. welen £. Iverson, Resident Director, New Century Community Center, is a
truly remarkable recreation leader who actively directs a community center that is a real
picture of the American melting ypot. Located in the heart of the Mexlican colony, Mrs,
Iverson has achleved outstand ing results Iin services to her compunlity and country, If
you want to enjoy 2an interesting evening, attend one of the Saturday nicht dances
sponsored at the community house on Peralta Street, Oakland.

THE RESEARCH COMMITTEE AMD THE FEDERATION
3]

. Y
Lucile K. Czarnowskil, President of the Federatiok, Chairman of Research Committee

The Research Committee of the Federation has been following two main objectivege—~
to put into workable descriptive f enm dances which are popular with the different clubs
and to provide new materiel which will widen the Federation repertoire of dances,

The Research Committee would like closer contact with the different organizations so
that descrilptions of the same versjion of the dances which are demonstrated at the
festivals can be published and so both description and demonstration can be presented the
same month. If the Weggls Dance demnnstrated at a recent festival and the description
published by the Research Committee Lad been the same version, how much better it would
have been for all concerned, The Committee spent a great deal of time and effort in
comparing all the available written versions of the Weggis Dance and wrote letters to
leaders who taught versions of the dance which had not been published and finally decided
to publish the one described because it seemed the most interesting dance and had been
taught to some of the folk dancers in this reglon. In this case the demonstration group
and the Research Commiftee were not mutually aware of their mutual activities. In the
future wouyldn't 1t be ppssible for the demonstration grot,ps to collaborate with the
Research Committee so Federatiop efforts can be unifted.

The Research Committee wishes Lo publish dances which the member groups are eager to
have. Let your wishes De known and work with the Committee., The Committee members are
extremely busy people who frequently give their cnly free time to spend many hours to
serve you fellow dancers. They want their time and effort to bear fruit,

ON_THE PRINTED PAGE

The Days of Ofellia by Gertrude Dlamant, Houghton Mifflin, 1942, 1s a book about Mexico
that outs Lhrough the surface and shows you the llving people. It 1s vivid, completely
real and delightful reading. For folk dancers, 1L glves a plcture of the background

for Sandunga as 1t was danced at a wedding 1in Tehuantepdc. Further, Ofella takes you
to the poverty stricken country of the Indians and gives the reader a sympathetic
understanding ‘of the many prodolems con’ronting Mexico today. (Reviewed by L, Czarnowskil)

gggggﬂggg. published monthly by the American Square Dance Socfety, 550 Riverside Drive,
1.00 per year. This !s a newsy folk dance bulletin with items o0f interest for the folk
dancer., We suggest that you add this to your personal or club file.

UNDERCOVER by John Carlson. While this book was published early in the war period, 1its
revealing of individuals and grcups organized Iin promoting racial intolerance should bring

home to folk dancers the need for omoting a positive program of understanding and
tolerance.

The Dove Brings Peace, by Richard Hagoplan, is a simple yet chatty narrative on the
Armenian emigres from the old country who find the ways of Americans puzzling,
particularly as it effects their growing children. Its commentary on Armenfans, thelir

feelings and thelr ways of living will make you want to know about these people and
their background.

FEBRUARY FESTivVAL

The Swiss Snow Festival, presented Sunday, February, 24, by the Garfield Folk
Dancers at the Berkeley High School, Berkeley, Calif.,, with a multlitude of decorations
in the Swiss theme, the demonstration of the Wegglis Dance in Swiss costumes, and the

large gathering of dancers as well as audience, made the occasio, a success from the
beginning. o o °

An outstanding event of the program was the presence
0f real live music that added real zest Lo the dances.
¢ From other folk dancers who are musicians we ynder-
stand that 1t is no easy task to get orchestr tions and
to present them fn an enjoyable manner, To leader, Al
Toft,and to the Sarfleld festival committee we voice
a loud yodel echoing our thanks. The colorful groups
@of balloons placed among the other Alpline decorations
showed that the colorful results included a great deal
of planning and work. Unfortunately the large crowd
Oand the accoustics offered minor handiceps, but the
enthusliasm of the dancers resulted in an enjoyable
festival. Hoticeable among the dancers were many
newcomers to folk dancing who had a great time at their
first Federation festival.



) MARCH FESTIVAL 3

The March Federation festival will be held in Albany on Saturday evening, March 1@
at 8:00 p.m. In the Albany High School Gym, under the sponsorship of the Albany Folk
Dancers. The achool- 18 located at Pomona and Solano Streets. The business meeting is
scheduled for 7:00 p.m. Bring your "Kathleen® and Join‘the Murphys and the Kellys in
the spirit of St. Patrick's.

APRIL FESTIVAL

The April Federation Festival will be held Suunday, April 14, from 1 to 6 p.m. in ,
the Oakland Civic Auditorium with the Castle Promenaders and the Oakland Folk Dancers as
Co-hosts. A feature of this occasion will be real live music with a 25 piece orchestra
under the direction of Dean Swindell. Further information will be sent your club,

FOLK DANCE CALENDAR

March 8 San Francisco Museum o rt vemonstrations, 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. Free
:arcg ig gan gr?ncé?colnusegm of Art gemonscraclons. 8:00 to 9:30 p.m. Free
arc iarc estiva Alban 1 ch 8 t M. ) .
March 22 San Francisco Huseunm %IHAgg Folﬁoéénce Seégngt?at?%ggPy Folk Dancers
March 29 8an Franclisco Museum of Art Folk Dance Demonstrations.
April 14 April festival, Oakland Civic Auditorlum, co-hosts Castle Promenaders and
Oakland Folk Dancers.
May 11 State-wide folk dance festival, O0jal, Callf,, Saturday evemning, 5 to 11 p.m.
May 190 ¥ay festival, Hayward High School football field, Federatlon hosts.
June 2 June festival, Univ. of Calif. Men's Gym (or outside), Univ. of Calif.

Folk and Square Dancers, hosts.
ALL-CALIFORMIA FOLK DANCE FESTIVAL

A great deal of enthusiasm is being shown here for the All-California State-wide
festival to be held in OJal, California on Saturday evening May 11 from 5§ to 11 p.m,
Mlldred Buhl dr mentioned the possibility of chartering busses from Redwood City, and
Dave Boyce reports that {t will be possible« to get an S, P. train 1raving at 6.05 p.n.
Friday and arriving In Ventura st 6:06 a.m. Satnrday morning. There 18 a cholce of
two trains recurnineg Sunday. (Fare rcound trip $13.00) If you have the car and tires,
plus a change of drivers, we suggest you make up a caravan of cars from your group
Lo cut down expcdnses. Applications for accommodatio, s, ranging from free hospitality
to hotels, must be made by April 10. 8Send all applications to David Young, Ojai, Calif.
No one can afford to miss this first All-California festival, and we are certainly glad
to see 80 many from the Bay Area planning to attend. Be sure your club returns the
questionnaire to David Young as sooh as pessible,.

THE FEDERATION COUNCIL REPORTS

At the February Councll meeting Henry Koopmann displayed the new scrapbook showing
the attention and work put forth by our historian. Henry has a lot of ideas for our
screpbook and invites your contribution of pictures and other material.

The Federation welcomed two new member groups--the Polkadots, Y.M.C.A. group from
Stockton with Lawton Harris as director, and the Folk Arts Group. San Francisco, with
Orace Perryman, director.

The 8San Carlos-~Belmont Folk Dancers have changed their name to The Peasants. They meet
the 1st and- 4th Saturdays of the month.

Mildred Buhler 18 taking a group of her dancers to Santa Maria to aid the cause of
folk dancing., Mildred 1s meeting with local teachers there to teach them dances in our
repertoire. The affair i1s spopsored by the Santa Maria Recreation Department and will
be held on April 5-8.

Moving pictures of folk dances are receiving attention as well as the planning of an
Institure Sessio” with leading folk dancers from all parts of ‘the country taking part.
Watch for details on this institute sesstion. .

Plans for the 6Ja1 festival were discussed and a great deal of enthusiasm 1s evident
for this important occasion.

BY THE WAY
by
BUZZ GLASS

Many a folk enthusiast enjoys the movies with the colkr of folk dances but at the same
time abhors the liberal spread of Hollywood splashes. This leads us to the point of telling
you about the Hollywood Square Dance Society who can as they state, *"Duck the Oysters and
pags the ham®" with the best of themn, It seems that a regular group of movie stars meet
4t Plummer Park to partliclipate in squares and rounds. Who knows, you may have Greg Peck as
your partner Iin a square-~-he 18 supposed to outshine them all. Regular members include
S8ullivan, Eddie Bracken, Marjorie Reynolds, and others,

Q
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BY THE HAY (CON'T.) 4

We lilke Senator Fulbright's {dea of using the profits from the sale 0f surpilus war goods
overseas .to flnance an exchange of U,:;S. and forelgn students. 'Interestingly, correspondents
to Time, Letters to the kEditor, state:the positive results of being in personal contact with
foreign groups. Some day we hope that our Federation treasury will be rich enough to help
establish a scholarship for a foreign student. It's Just an lidea.

Our Bulgarian friend Necdeleff pointed out that the flowers he gave us for our garden
hail from the mountaincus regions of his country. Call>d health flowers, and having a splcy
fragrance and the ®zdravets? are worn by the girls in Bulgaria when they are engaged. A string
of red thread around the corsage is the tle that binds.

Folk dancer lMichael Sweeney who worked for the U. S. Government in Canada during the
war tells us about the unusual checker gemes held ln Stanley Park, Vancouver, B, C. It seems
that the players use not the prosaic table checkers, but huge concrete slabs on which they
push huge concrete checkers with poles. Large galleries surround the players as grandstand
quarterbacks.

In Berkeley recently, a GI returnee droppdd in at the International Kouse in the Ethel
Moore Memorial Bullding with a linguilstic problem. He wanted to krnw how tLO write "Will
you marry me?% in Hungarian. He s8tatcd Lhat he met the one and only in Hungary and wanted
to write his proposal in Engiish and when he had finished his missive, they had it
translated iato Hungarian and sent on its way.

Have you heard the Sod-Buster Ballads, Gemneral Records, of the Almanac Singers? We
like the hearty robust singing of the "State-of Arkansaw®" and the lilcting drawl of
I Ride an 0ld Paint." Hecords for folk dances are still scarce, though many of the popular
records are increasing in number. You can now get the record for Las Altenitas, Mexican,
described 1n this f{ssue of "Let's Dance.” The California Musie Shop on Callf. between
Polk and Larkin, S. F. has it Michael Herman in a recent issue of *The Folk Dancer®
lists two Kolos by the Sonart C9.--Malo and Zikino. Also listed are Jigs and Reels by the
International Records, Di19-128. Surma, 11 Kast 7th St,, N, Y. 3, N. Y. has records of
the Slavic Natilons.

Roger Knox, formerly of the Berkeley Folk Dancers, and at present in Oak Kidge,
Tennessee, says the real mountaln squares or running sets once performed in this reglon
have “®atomized®” into rat races done f, e and by tourists. Roger 1s leading two small but
enthvslastic groupe and lists favorite dances as the Tarantella, Hambo, and Squares. Roger
hopes Lo eventually reach the real wilderness and find something to write home about.

“ . .

The Federation In actfon. Wilma Young. of Sausalito reports that her group before
their November festival numbered some handful of dancers. Now following the Federation
festival, they have an attendance of 25 to 35 and are able to really expand their progran.

YOUR CLUB AND MINE

SAN JOSE POLKATEERS by Dorothy Frost ’

The Polkateers have completed the task of revising their by-laws and electing officers
to lead the club during 1ts second year. With Dorothy Frost as president, the other
officers include Eleanor Johnson, dance instructor, Lucy Chaney, secretary-treasurer,
and Don Woods treasurer, The floor chairman will be chosen each month to serve with
the executive committee. Many new members are attending dance classes at the San Jose
Adult Center so that cl o meetings can be more social. Lucy Chaney of the Polkateers
is now instructing the advanced class of dancers at the Center.

CASTLE gﬂgﬁgﬂﬁﬂhﬁﬁ by Muriel Simpson .
The Castle Promenaders co, ¢tinues to expand with an increasing membership and lately
can boast of having extra men. We were sorry to lose Sandy and Bert Tepfer who have
left the Army and west coast for the east, but we will long remember Sandy's calling of the
Southern ‘wpalachian sgquares. The first Saturday of the mnnth party at Durant Park was —
a whooping success with many guests p-epsent from other clubs. The dance "Espan® newly
fntroduced to the group was the delight of the evening, along with the interesting
routine of the "Skater's Waltz.®* Refreshments of hot dozs and coffee closed an evening
of good fellowship and fun.

FUN CLUB by Arnold McMurray
Ev: ryone has fun at the Fun Club. Though we meet but two Saturdays a month, the high
spirits of our newcomers plus the guiding hand of the old timers gives all a full
evening's activity. our membership continues to grow and we take this as a token of
success. The hour of 8 to 9 p.m. 1s used for instruction and we hope To soon show the
results of our ambitlons. Come and visit us sometime--you'll have fun and frolic.

PALOMANTANS by Annemarie Stelnbiss
¢ Palomanians served art and culture by appearing in the Museum of Art series on
January 1€, performing the early California Contra Dance, and are now working on the
Museum program to be presented in March, The monthly Saturday night party which fell
on January 19 had a Sadie Hawkins theme und the Little Adbner's didn't run away.



A NS CON'T). 5.
EALQE% { agréed that the bidding for dances by the girls was different and many a fine was
collected from the forgetful fellow who asked a girl to dance. Roy and Jane Zelllick
have begun teaching ¥r. del Oro's version of the liungarian Czardas to the group.
The Palomanlians now meet Wednesdays Instead of Mondays at the Community Center in Palo Alt

OARLAND FOLX DAMCERS by Betty Pearson

- All thg'members and thelr guests agree that the monthly parties on Wednesday nights
are a successful venture. With Walter Osche as chairman, the next party i{s being
eagerly anticipated with costumes, prizes, and refreshments in the offing. The Oakland
Folk Dancers presented Las Espuelas at the 51:min Park festivzl, followliug =~ period of
instructlon by Avis Landis, well known teacher of Mexican dances. Recently Miss Landis
dellighted the local group by performing Mexican dances in authentic costume at
8 recent party. Oakland s pfoud of thelr newest folk dancer, who appeared 1in an
authentic Mexlican costume for the above exhibition (age 4 ¥ he is gettinu an early
start--dancer Russell Pearson). Violet Stewart, new treasurer of the ¢’ub has Just
welcomed her husband back from overseas. Likewlse, June Schutte's husband has returned
from the service and they have moved Iinto a new home in Sacramento.

SAN _FRANCISCO FOLK %RTS by Grace Perryman
' T%ougﬁ‘jﬁif’ nit aceg itnto the Federation, this new club hopes to offer something new and
of value to folk dancers, Taught by Grace Perryman, folk dance classes will be held

ags follows: Wednesday evenings, 321 Divisadero Street, S, F,, beginners 6:00 p.m.;
advanced 9:15 p.m. The charge 18 35 cents for one or both classes. Of special interest
to fcYk dancers Is the sewing class In which expert help and advice 1s glven in making
and sewling costumes, Sewing machines are available. Research and handicraft classes
will start soon. For further Information write Grace at 7 [!'felding Place, at the

rear of 1933 Stockton St., S. I.

SAUSALITO FOLK DANCERS by Wilma Young
ausalito has adop:epd a new policy of holding a party night, one night a month. Oon
these occeslons, groups from other clubs are welcome to Join in the festivities and
to bring new dances to the group. The last Frlday of each month 1s being designated as
party night to welcome outside groups. On February 22 a group of visitors were present
from San Francisco and Grace Perryman taught the Windmiller Dance.

SCANDINAVIAN FOLK DANCERS by Dan McDonald
our new instructor 1s our regular accordionist who 1s doing a grand job of teaching some
new Scandinavian dances. All agree that Vera Linstrom 1s outstanding in her new
chrpacity. We are working on the Norweglan Spring Dance to be shown at the next festival
on March 16 snd to be repeated at the Museum of Art March 22. Mr. and Mrs. Nick
Renzett! announce the birth of a daughter February 26. Mrs. Renzetti 1s the f omer
Judy Olsen, former director of the Scandinavian Folk Dancers.

GATE SWINGERS by M11lly Rossbach
Weddings and love affalrs seem to be one of the main events of the Gate Swingers,
Bernice Eastman is now Mrs. Jim Kohl, and there are more to cane, 80 1t 18 whispered.
Skllng has become a new diversion with our group and we apply the same vim and vigor as
we do with our dancing. Our annual election was held Saturday, February 9 and
coincided with a delightful valentine party. We're sorry to lose many of our

servicemen, but are happy to know that they will be missionaries at thelr home
stamping grounds.

THE TURNOBEES by Paul O'Bryne
Meeting Monday evenings at the Oakland Jewish Community Center, we have a lot of fun,
particularly on the last Monday of the month when we give a birthday party foa all
members having a birthday during that month., Of lnterest to our clud members i{s our
mdnthly bulletin which 1s growing in size and Interest. Tuesday, February 19 we danced
for the Oakland B'Najl B'rith--a full evening's dancing that was well appreciated.

FESTIVAL WORKSHOP by Walter Grothe
Some of our members under the direction of Madelynne Greene went to Vallejo and
enjoyed an evening with the Vallejo group. We taught them several dances and think
that our visit helped the extension of folk dancing. The group also exhibited several

dances at the MHungarian Singing Society and Joined the Soclety later 1in an evening of
ballroom dancing.

ARk ko
You may still obtain coples of Volume I, "Folk Dances From Near and Far® by sending a
check to Mre. Frances Glass, 3732 Ruell Street, Oaklanrd 2, Calif. The price 1s $1.50 to
subscribers of ®"Let's Dance,” and 3$2.00 to non-subscribers.
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