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A _NEW YEAR - - A NEW EDITOR AND STAFF

our preceoclous 1946 babv lust peeked over the tyomwriter Keys. In frownin«
tones he sald, "Get down Lo the bare facts (witness me) and sound forth the obituary
of the o0ld yvear and state my wardrobe for the new.® Well, dressing down the *new babe®
the facts are simple, sallent, and salubrious. 0ld Man Time, in The =ulise of former
Editor Ruby Blel and her staff, Business Manazer Clode Evans, Artist Annemarie Steinbliss,
and Co-editors Frances and Henry Glass, inherited a somewhat emply larder of provisions
for the year 1945. Startin< with low ratlions in December, 1944, 38 subs riptions,
Editor Huby Biel with the fine cooperation of reporters, followed the dev ious directions
of Father Time to arrive at almost 500 subscriptions.

This third vol me c¢f our fol :+ dance paper, "Let's Dance® shows the care it has
received by its predecessors From the enthusiasm and labors of past editors, Ed Eremers
and Clarice Dechent, Bret Van Kriledt, and Ruby Biel, your new editor loyfully lcoks at
the fullness and exuberance of Baby 1946 and says, "let's Zo to press.’”

Your edltor has u message, as good convention decrees., Succinctly, we want 1000
reporters throughout the world We want our folk dance paper to reach the people who
are part of the earthy scene. Tell us what Joe, Vasya, and Einar are doing. Be our
eyes and ears in Calilfornla, New York, Australia, and the world over. The story of
people and thelir various meanderings in the folk arts and assocliated activities 1is
couched in your language wherever you are. Keep us informed and we the new staff will
pass the cultural wealth of mankind to the rest of our family of folk dancers.

Henry "Buzz®Glass, Editor

THESE FOLK DANCERS ~ - WHO ARE WE ANYHOW?

by
Clarice E. Dechant
Past President of the Folk Dance Federation of Calitf

They're short and tall, chubby and skinny, handsome and plaln, dirndled and costumed.
The auestlionnaire summarily sald this when it included folk dancing 1n the title, but the
ensuing Information supplled by the 117 dancers at the festival had a Zreat deal more to
say. The folk dancers whe volunteered this information were attending the October, 1945
festival of the Federation at Yacht Harbor, 8, F. They individually offered material that
Is surprising and {llustrative of thelir pursuit, folk dancling.

Facts and figures Well, there were 31 married women, 30 single, 22 married men,
25 slingle, and 4 divorced

Folk dancing "ki1d stuff"? Hardly, for the median age of the kroup as a whole shows
age 34 for the men and 31 for the women., Average 4ge 1s younger, belng 32 for men and a
little over 27 for the women. Because several women ran true to form and refused to state
thelr ages, perhaps the average here 1s a little-low.

What do these dancers do for & 1iving? The cld remark, "that 1f they are not kids
they are school teachers® no longer holds true if the forty-five occupations listed are
any criterion. Cccupatlions with more than one representative include: clerks 8,
englineers 6, teachers and professors 6, chemists 5, secretarlies 5, carpenters 3,
accountants 2, artists 2. Included were servicemen, housewlves, and students. Most of
the men are In the professions, vhile women have a majority of clerical jobs, with

professions running seccnd. Few semi-skilled or unskilled workers answered the questionnaire

though many are known to be assoclated with various groups.

Have you heard people state that folk dancers are of foreign extractlon? The sSurvey
shows that 85% of the men and 91% of the women &» native born Americans from 26 states.
Are the parents of foreign LIrth? Well, the flgures show that over 50% of the parents
are also American born, with Cermany running second and Great Britain third.



T : T : i fers proof
hnirty-two nationalities were represented among the grandparents it of 0

éﬁat {ntercultural appreciation is possible among people of diverse backgroupcs. it
provides evidence that people three and mors generations removed from foreign culture
are keeping alive delightful folk arts of our world nelighbors.

Forty-one per cent of the dancers live In their own homes (43% men and 40% wwomen).
Rented noﬁsea come next in 1listing. The most unuzual abode llsted was on "a saéling
schooner.? Most of the respondents came to the Bay Area from some part of Californla
(last home town.) Only elghteen other states and slx foreilgn countries are mentioned

as last home areas.

What about income levels? The results show that the reasonable cost of folk dancing
as a hobby was probably not a factor in the lives c¢f the participants. There was
little difference In income during wartime and peacetime. Less than 1% of the men
or women were rveported in the poverty level ($750-1500 a year). 21% of the men and 34%
of the women earned incomes at the comfort level ($1500-3000). At the luxury level
($32000-5000) we find men ¢nly with 56% of them in this category. The largest number
of men, then, fall into the luxury category end the largest number of employed women
fall {nto the comfort category (Categories are Laken from the Kreps Scale in Soclal
Education). Housewlives and students were not listed as income earners.

Enthusiasm runs high for folk dancing. 71% of the men and more than 50% of the
women dance more than once a week. One rugged scul claims seven nights a week???
70% of the men and 6% of the women attend festivals regularly every month Distan
seems Lo be Lhe only factor mentioned as keeplng the non-attenders away. (What wil
new autos and helicopters dg--the QOskland Auditorfum proved too small!)

ce
1

How long does interest in folk deancing last? From 1 month to 2b years according
Lo our Informants. Only 16 (14%) had danced less than one year, and 13 (11%) nad
danced more than 5. The median length of time was two and a half years for men gnd 2
Years for women. Possibly the inception of the Federation three and a half{ years ago
had something to do with the attractlion of participants.

The initiation inte folK dancing seems to have been most commonly encoursged by the
"word #f mouth method. " The presentaticn of exhibition dances, public demonstrations,
and festivals are prominent in inducing people to join the merry throng, while the
influence of the printed advertisement seemed negligible. (The moving pictures, dall
papers via photograpns and magazlne articles no doubt are inducements--editor’s note.

In response Lo the query: "Why do you folk dance?" most of the people declared the
*Joy of dancing” as thelir primary reason (95) Factors, as leerning special techniques
and interpretations, were subordinate to the fesling of *sheer joy." Recreatlon and
meeting new people were popular ressons for second cholce. Interestingly, there were
few who admitted that particlpation in exhibition dancing wes a cholce at all!

Co-hobbles and leisure time pursults were as diversified as Che occupations and
other backgrounds of -the drncers, Second tTo folk dancing, the largest number were
interested in outdoor activities (plcnics, hikes, outings), and music apprecliation (light
classics and sywmplony) Active sports and ballroom dancing came next with winter
sports fifth, Without e=xceptlon, all 117 dancers confirmed their desire to continue
folk dencing.

In reviewing the compiled facts and statistics, one nay ask, "What assistance can
be found in this kind of study for folk dance clubs and the Federation?"™ A few follow:

3 % That folk dancing affairs are best attended 1f within reasonable distance of
home towns.

2. Beginners grow into the facets of folk dancing over a perliod of time. The most
active folk dance hoDbylst had been dancing 3 years.

3. The age range 18 predominantly between 20 and 40,

4. A major way of arcusing enthusiasm 1s by personsl invitation.

5. Married and single people alike can enjey the sctivity together.

6 Folk dancing does not draw solely from any occupational, ipncome, or ethnic group.
American born people can snd do appreclates cultural contributions of other
ethnic and national groups.

(Note: A copy of the entire official report, complete with graphs and statistics, 1s in
the hands of the Federation Council fer those who wish a more intimate pasrusal of the
report. A similar review of this survey wlll be published in the Journal of Education
Soclology and also in Recreation,) _

DECEMBER FESTIVAL

The December featival of the Folk Dance Federation of California presented an
outstanding program Sunday, Decembar 9 from i1 to 5§ p.m in the Cakland Civic Auditorium
under the sponsorsnip of the Berkeley Folk Dancers. A record crowd of 8CO0 dancers
and an audlence of 5000 regaled !n this Christmas festival. With fine attention to

degails and organization shown by the Berkeley Folk Dancers the day was a complete
success.




The beautiful hand painted programs in the guise of = Polish dancer paralleled by
a larger mounted figure on the stage .were unique Iin context and deslign.

puring the afternoon three delightful exhibitions were presented. The "Kujawliak" Dy
the Festival Workshop, the "TuljakA by the Palomanlians, and the "Krakowlsk" by the
Berkeley Folk Dancers. The respective directors, Madelynne Greene, Roy Zellick, and
Eleanor Wakefleld were well applauded by the audience,.

Using the facllities of some 15 restaurants, folk dancers enjoyed conversati on
with f cod during the dinner.hour. At 7:30 p.m, the Berkeley group with the Federation
dancers as guestls continued activities with a Christmas party at the German kKouse.
Dancling, stunts, exhibitlons, and Christmas carols were enjoyed.

Responsible for the success of the day's program were: Afternoon Chalrman, Dave
Boyce; Evening Chalrman, Larry Getchell; Decorations, George Jelton; Dinner, Bee Catterlin:
Arrangement, John Bittman; Programs, OGlnni Delong, Gillman Merrl1ll, Helen Getchell,

Louise Boyce, and Ruth Ruby.

JANUARY FESTIVAL

The Glen Park Folk Dancers will be hosts to the Federation at-the first festlv
g 1 al
of the New Year, scheduled for Sunday, January 20, 1946. - The festlival w&il be held
at the Glen Park Recregation Center in Glen Park, S.F. Directions have been issued
%g aéing;gupsircga;dlng transportation faclilities and exact directions by auto
e dnciscoe rRecreation Department requests that you wezar soft :
shoes, or dancing slippers, 1If possible. q. Y FRRg Rt RIS

DANCE SERIES AT YHE SAN FRANCISCO MUSEUM OF ART

An outstanding series of dance programs antitled "Dance in Our Society" 1
presented at the San Francisco Museum of Art on five Wedpesday evenings, bigzﬁgigélns
January 9, 1946 Sponsored by the San Franclsco Dance League in cooperation with the

Museum, these events will delineate the natur :
THst Rt Rt e i R faand e and functicn of dancing in the communicy.

January 9 The Neuro-Psychiatrist :
January 16 Folk Dance Tﬁday B O AR B DT
January 23 Materlals of Dance

January 30 Communication In Dance

February 6 " Blueprint for a Civic Theatre,

On January 168, a variety of folk dances will be
; . : 1 presented by some o 1
;glflitsgéﬁg g::gsgé raﬁgi?g {rom ghe.nexlcan indian Dance Hatlagchenes {Ot:egﬁzﬂgratlon
: ‘ owlng the exhibitlions a panel diescussio "fols
be presented by the followlng: Missg Lucile (z: 1 HATREE Dhvis, ouk YLl
. : 1le Czarnowskl h i
Dechent, Henry Glass, Madelynne Greene, Mrs. Eleanor Hakzr?iqg?n’ RPN g see

LET'S DANCE AND VOLUME |

Volums 13 The Folk Dance. Federatlon of Californla's Volume 8 of dance descriptions
"Folk Dances From Near and Far" is still being offered for sale. Only a limicted
number of coples are on hand: Subscribers Lo the paper may receive the book for $1.50,

and non-subscribers for $2.0g. Mall orders to Mrs, Frances Glass, 1924 102nd Avenue,
Oakland 3, California.

Lgt'i Dance Subscriptions for the paper should be mailed to the new Business
Manager, 111 Ballou, €857 Third Avenue, San Bruno, California.  The subscription price
1s the same--31.75 per year. NOTE: .0ld subscribers should renew thelir subscriptlions
immediately upon expiration to insure receliving all .1ssues c¢f Let's Dance.

PLEASE MAIL ORDERS FOR VOLUME I AND SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS TO THE CORRECT AGENT.

BY THE WAY

Ly
_ 1 "Buzz" Glass T :

We were surpriszed teo learn that Harmer Davis, member of the Federation Research
Committee., had served 25 2 member of the Columbla Flire Department. Recently. Columbia
was made a California State Park in view of its place in early California history.
Columbia 1is located in the Mother Lode country of Calaveras County, at one time
considered as a site for tLhe State Capltol. Every year in .connectlon with the Frog
Jumpling Jubilee at Angels Camp, a contest is held between the firemen of Columbla and
Angels Camp. Accorcing to Engineer Davis, the preliminaries to.the festivities of the
contest leave many of the participants somewhat lecking .in direct punch to man the wagon
(they're not only cn the wagon, but beneath 1t.) On one such occaslon, Davis was
pressed into service on the Columbia Ceam. Davis goes on Lo rec aunt how his side gave
thelir all to work up thelr pressure and were on the point of surpassing the home team
when the hose gave way.

Speaking of the HMother Lode country reminds us of the gold still in "them thar hills.*®
If you would like Lo see as good a living pilcture of early Californla as possible hie
yourself to such  places as 5an Andreas, Mokelunmne Hill, and Columbla We fTurther suggesat
that you combine this outing with a little gold panning. With a miner's pan or shallow
basin, 2 knife, trowel, and b c¢tle, you can still glean the gold stuff. At least you
can imagine finding that illusive nugget.

The young lady in one of our local record shops happens to be 2 student of Latin
America. In a recent trip to Mexico, she discovered that aleng with the publicized
popularity of La Bamba (recent issue of Life) a dance from Vera Cruz, the Mexlican Nite
Spots are doing La Raspa. La Raspa, a simple Spanish American Colonlal dance, 1is
indigenous with New Mexico. (Description published Ly Research Committee and also
danced in some of our local groups.)



halr-do was solved
t ;ay, the mystery of Dottie Frost's Hungarian brald

?ﬁ oﬂi gigt arterjthe festival Hopak. No, the thing wasn't hers after a.llfl
The hair was her aunt's--and the gal dissected a pin-cushion to get {tC. The

ingenulity of some people!

ULARE FOLK DANCERS by Florence Rata.
HLage ! Dagcers danced Swedish folk dances for the Visalla Women's Club

The Tulare Folk ingere 2 Ju
t thelr Smorgaasbor ecember =

Secember 15 lg the date for the big Christmas party, with manyhbay area dancers
planning to attend as well as many from neighboring citles.

Another exnibition will be given by members when they dance a Portuguese dance for
the combined citizenship class at the Tulare ligh School December 19.

John Ethridge w!ll head the new folk dance group now belng organized In Porterville.

% P ber 9
John, Winifred Gunther, and Florence Rata attended thelr first festival Decen
In the Civic Auditorium and were impressed by the large number of dancers present,
and the beautiful costumes worn.

ALBANY FOLK DANCERS by Mrs. Wilhelminia Nelson

Mrs. Nelson is the new secretar for this group, edected to replace
Eggepgiﬁgeﬁzigégéewho resigned. Jﬁsephlneyis now Mrs. Thomas PetCGit and {s gcing
3 t her home

%gi; d:n§:?§ ginhered on October 27 at the Albany high gymnasium for a delightful
parly complete with Haggedy Ann And Raggedy Andy, and refreshments of cider and
doughnuts.

The beginning class of the Albany Folk Dancers no meets Tuesday in the Cornell
School instead of Monday. The advanced group continues on Wedmesday as usual

at the Marin School

PETALUMA INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING CLUB by Jeannette Lyle

OQur clu 8 still 1n its nrancy but we feel we are slowly growing. We presented

& hallf-hour program to a group of the Amerlican Assoclated College Women in Santa
Rosa early in DecerbDer, and felt very gratified with the enthusissm with which our
program was recelived We quoted the 1st and 2nd Articles of the Federation By-Laws
to this group to Inform them why we did folk dancing, and we hope by these contacts
tec interest more people Iin this pop, dar recreation.

SACRAMENTO FOLK DANCERS by Otto Rhoades

Two projects are underway in this group: to bulld up a club record collection,

and Lo Puilld up an equipment fund for a loud speaker, etc. Members are encouraged
Lo contribute a2 record of their favorite dance;, and dance committees are
furnishing refreshments without club assistance so that nearly all membership fees
can be put into the equipment fund.

When present offfcers took over {n September a two-page questlionnaire asking
member's preferances 1n dances and refreshments helped the officers to plan a
program in accordance with members' wishes.

OAKLAND FOLK DANCERS by Betty Pearson

New offlcers for this fast growing club are: Fred Johnson, President; John
Dennls, Vice-Preslident, and Violet Stewart, Secretary-Treasurer, and Federation
representatives, Betiy Pearson and Fred Barnes, Harold Pearson, the outgoing

presldent, re-organized the club a year 480, and the membership has continued to grow

under his capable leadarship. Lt. Ed Kremers and.Walter Grothe have been acting
28 instructors for the ETOoup.

PdLUEﬁH]gﬂE

e Palomanlans were guests of the Docey-do Club on December 8 at a delightful
party that was highlighted by two huge cakes In celebration of Al and Rosanna
DeFalma's weddling anniversary. Al and Rosanna are members of both groups.
The third Saturday of every month is party night, and invitations are extended
al Limes to different groups to attend and mix in good fellowship. The November
party was highlighted by a midnight venison feed. The venison was furnished by
¢ne of the Palomanlane who was a lucky hunter

GATE SWINGERS by Barbara Miller

The Thursday night Leglinner's group under the dlirection of Efleen Wade held 4 pre-
Chrigstmas party December 13, A new beginner's class will start the first
Thursday in January in the gym of the Central YMCA, San Francisco
This group has adcpted a policy of accepting for membership all dlscharged
servicemen whose wives are members.
3ecent1y Sadle Hawkins day returned with Vera Holleuffer as the original Sadie
Hawklins and LaVernes Muchmore was Moonbeam McSwaln. The glrls asked the boys for
Lhe dances, and games and refreshments helped make the party a BEreat success.
The Executive Council recently met at Dan Mc Donald's home and were not quite sure
whether 1t was an Executive Council mesting or a banquet when Dan served a
deliclous Mexican dinner with all the trimmings! Three former Gate Swingers are
now back from Army service: Bob Christensen, Albert Krause, and Lamy Yoeman.
Kay Holmes, during the Christmas segson, directed @ choral group make up of
members, and on Mondays between 7 and 8 p m. sang Christmas carols at the YMCA.
The Gate Swingers will hold apen house for all folk dancers at thelir New Yeards
pbarty, add If you have attended one 0f these parties in the past you know how much
fun they are! TAE

STAFF

Mr. Henry "Buzz® Glass, Editor, 1924 10Znd Avenue, Oakland 3, Callf.
Mr. Bi1ll Ballou, Buainess Manager, 857 Third Avenue, San Bruno
Miss Annemarie Stelnblss, Illustrations, 720 Wellesley Street, Palo Alto



I s somewhat reminiscent of the Swedish Blekling. our Vangeur llkewise
ézlﬁgtﬁzrﬁnii %he Corrido, a bullright dance, is likewise popular all over Hexlcgﬂ 1
We have watched the locai Mexican colony In Oakland do the dance and find it a simple
o cg%grggltgsedauc:rs of the Palomanlans recently obtained a copy of the music and
Instructions for the Chillean Dance E1 Pericon. A translatiocn of this dance ls belng
made. The addition 6f this dance should enrich the repertoirs of our dsncers.

Recently, local papers described a national article re the relative merits of New
York and San Franclsco rats. Both locals attributed the most superlative qualities to
their local specles. However, an Incldent in the Californla Folklore Quarterly gives
a2 Colorado mining town a show place In an article describing the Cornish Miners 1in
Colorado, & Cornish miner describes an eerie incldent of seeing a large rat wiFh a
candle in 1ts mouth running up a shaft followed Dy four little rats. Well, tt's
rattlin ood fun

Ha%i%g accomplished thelir primary project of describing the pecpular dances of the
Federation, the Ressarch Committee contemplates some future sleuthing that szhould bring
rich and interesting results Recently some of the members of Lhe commitCee spent a
Sunday afternoon with the Portuguese Colony In East Oakland. For three so0lid hours,
or three frozen hours, sald investigators 11Ke the three monkays were oblivious to CLhe
speeches volced 1n Portuguese,. Following the meeting the h & coffee served Chawed
the members sufficlently to emnable them Lo J cin in the National Poertuguese dance, the
Chamarritca. The music for the dancing was furnished by five guitars and mandolins.
Good naturedly, the visitors were pushed through the figures of the dance and
complimented on doing so well. Interestingly, our Portuguess frlend, Mrs. Pinto,
told us that the mournful ballad sung by the elderiy lady was called a "fado".
Seemingly these ballads are added to by individuais and often made up as the singer
follows the chording of the guitar. The melancholy yel nasal quality of the song,
coupled with the sincerlty of the singer held tLhe audlence We. learned from Mr. A. J.
Silva, one of the offficers of the Portuguese Civic Club, that there are 25,000 people
of Portuguese descent in the Bay Reglon alone.

Walter Grothe seant us this item. AAT Lhe December festival I noticed a sallor,
vwatching very intently 2l! that was going on. I talked Co him 20d he gald he was
Juatl fascinated. lie had Just returned from thres years in the Pacific and happened

Lo De strolling by the lake when he noticed Lhe folk dance xign and walked In.
He said hg had never seen so many people having such 2 genuinely good time together *

¥ 0 U R CLUB . AND M__{ENLE

YALLEJO FOLK DANCERS by Sue Lemmon
Tne new oIficers for the group are: Lloyd Nass, Preslildent; Harry Hessenberg,
Vice-President; and Audrey Null, Jecretary-Treasurer,
The group recentiy gave an exhibltion at the Valle)o Women's Club. After an
exhibition of squares and Scandinavian dances, the audience was instructed in g few
Simple circle dances, and it was hard to tell who hdd the most fun--dancers or audience.
Harry Wessenberg and wife, instructors for the group, recently welcomed thelr
second daughter, Jaznsi
The rirst Tuesday of each month has been deslgnated as party night, and features
gspeclal refreshments snd ¢ stumes All are Invited to attend

GARFIELD FOLK DANCERS
Ihls group nas plans underway for the February festival to be held in Berkeley.
Offlcers for the club will be elected atl 2 business meeting tc be held Dacember 18,
AU present the Tuesday ulght groupis a2 combination intermediate and advanced group
and are busy lsarning the Neapolitan Tarantella.

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS by Walter Grothe

The 1846 off1icérs for this club are: Clarence Crooks, Presidsnt; Sam Bell Wakefleld,
Vice-president; Carol Melblin, Treasurer; and Lotis Hodecape, Secretary.
During November Madelynne Greesne gave the grcocup a course (4 &venlngs¥ In teaching
techniques, which was Very well attended and very successful Walter Grothe during
December will give a2 3 evening course to Leach members new dances which have been
introduced at the festivals, Including the Neapolltan Tarantella, Russian Peasant
Dance, Jesucita, and Xolecs,
Berkeley has about 300 active members at present. The group announces that the
11lard Schowol dance nlghts will be dlscontinued, but that the John Hinkel schedule
Bil; be c?nbinued in fulil

erkeley is providing the weekly troupe for the 0Oak Knoll Naval Hos tal on i
evenings and December 12 wlll be Che last evening until after the hgiigaysf HedngRasy

FESTIVAL MORKSHOP by Walter Grothe
As the exhibition Kujawlak was so well received aft the Decamb
o

Greene would like to teach a simplifled ballroom versilan of
In the near future

SAN JOSE POLKATEERS by Doerothy Frost

The Clkateers are about Lo claim a record for giving exhibition performances.

In recent weeks they have dancad for the 70th anniversary of the Santa Clara éounty
gdd Fellows, the White Shrine, the Eastern Star, and the Masonic Home at Decoto

They played hosts to Che folk dancers of Agnew, Gilroy, and San Joseds svening school
al a Thanksgiving party, and are planning to hold an even better Christmas shindig
They are also0o planning to folk dance 'til dawn on New Yearss eve! )

er festival, Madelynne
his dance at some festival



