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TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

"Let's Dance™ is one year old and this 1ssue
marks the beginning of the second year with Volume
11, Issue No. 1 Az most of you know, it had 1its
inception as the "Folk Dancer" and recently chang-
ed 1ts face to AlLet's Dance", which title wes sel-
ected by majority preference ITOm numerous sug-
gestions submitted Too much credit cannot be
glven to the retiring members of the Staff who
gulded the paper through its most difficult months
of infancy and its firm position now occupled as
an lmportant part of our Folk Dance scheme of
things ls due entirely to cheir efforts. Hats off
and a sincere "thank you® to Brat Van Krliedt,
Editor: Beatrice Cook, Business Manager: and
thelr able assistants, Marlian Van Kriedt, Eleanor
Bates, Margarstte Horvath, Madelynne Greene and
Gllman Merrill.

Tnis 1ssue 1s actually a "between adminis-
trations® number as our new staff will take over
full management and publication baginning with
the February lssue, As a consequence the usual
illustrations and art techniques are missling
and our subscribers must De satlis!ifled for this
month in taking thelr prose stralght and will
have to purchase LIFE for pictures and 1l11-
ustrations,

Beginning with the
february number the naw
staff will take over and

#*

store for you, The new
editor is Ruby Blel and
Lhe new busineas manager
1s Clyde Evans. Eoth *
are well known to gll

and their selectlion, un-
animously, will Insure

NOT ICE

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION TO *LET'S %
they have big plans In . pyuecey TR NOT, DO S0 AT ONCE!

* RENEWALS ARE RECEIVED BY DEADLINE DATE OF *
JANUARY 20, FURTHER COPIES WILL NOT BE MAILED. *

The usual dance program started at three o'clock
and ran through until about five thirty. From
five thirty to about seven a Buffet Supper was
served at nominal cost and during this time re:
quest dance numbers were played as the dining
accommodations were limited and service had to be
stretched over approximately an hour and a halfl
From seven until eight o‘clock a program of ax-
hibicions was presented and from eight o'clock
for about three hours the dance pProgram was con-
tinued with several requests interspersad The
Buffet Supper was prepared and served entirely
by members of the Berkeley Oroup without cater-
ing help and the accompllshment speaks well for
the careful organization of the Group We heard n
numerous compliments on every side relatlive to
8ll pnases of the Festival and we want the Berk-
eley Group Lo know now much the members of the
Federation appreciate the work and thought

winich was put into this gathasring

The exhibltions were unusually attractive
and presented with & style which showed care and
practice In preparation. The Festival Work Shop
Group presented a new "version®" of Fado which
was dancead with cymbals and an encore was in-
slsted upon. The dance 1s done in two 1lines
of couples Lo the same music &s Fado Blanguita
with several of the same steps, but the pai-
tern and Cie effect of the dance
are entirely novel and different.

UNLESS * The Berkeley Folk Dancers

introduced the Irish "Fire
Dance™, This is 2 circle dance
of couples and the presesntatjon
was effectively rendered with the
llghts extlinguished and in the
middle of the circle was placed

success Gf our entar- * 350 HURRY, HURRY, EURRY! GET YOUR DANCE %* an imitation 1?81{-"?&-' The S'ﬂ-!gs
prise. They are now =t s were vepry carefully arranged an

i e LS * ROUTINES, YOUR CLUB AND FEDERATION NEWS, % the WUSTC-and tINtoe e re drrarTans,
and are asking for vol- . ,Np REMAIN A PART OF OUR EVER GROWING FOLK "

unteers. If you have
some Uime Lo spare for a
good caus= just contact
Ruby Blel at 8007 Hill=-
mont, Oakland, or Clyde Evans at 8141 Idle-
#00d, Oakland, and discuss it with them,

Hay we also urge esach group as a repprter
for *Let’s Dance® and turn in the name

and address of the appointee to Ruby

Blel. We cannot stress tLoo strongly the
facl that the paper depends primarily on the
Clubs for its news and support and each
group must help carry the load. Talk up the
baper too: and discuss It and criticize con-
structively, and above gll help us in in-
creasing our subseription list. Remember 1t
is your publication and its success will
contribute greatly to the advertising of our
Federatlon and Its member groups, and will
foster Folk Dancing in the communities.

BERKELEY CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

DANCE FAMILY,

T he Berkeley Folk Dancers as usual out-
did themgeslves in their production of the Dec-
ember Festival on Sunday, December 10th held in
Oakland at the German Pioneer House. They in-
cluded somsthing new in festivals and the in-
novation made a big hit with those who attended.

Chang's Internaticnal Group
put on a Russian Dance called
*  Kamarinskya They are becoming
famous for tliese dances and edch
oney 1s as Interesting &s the last
The dance was encored and we undsrstand that if
any of the groups are Interested In acquiring the
routine that the group will be glad tec furnish
L upon a request.

A novelty number not listed on the program
pas given by Eadelgnne Greene assisted ably by
enry Koopmann. §She danced her pantomime
Jarabe with Henry as her Partner in the dance
sequence., It 1s real entertainment to watch
this couple do the dance and only the stren-
ous foot work prevented the audience from insist-
ing upon more and mcre.

Prior to the dance program. the Federation
Council held their usual monthly meeting at which
Lime routine business for the most part was pra-
sented, The new staff of *Let’s Dance” was
presentdd for approval and was voted in and sug-
gestlons of policy were made fcr future con-
sideracion.
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THE NEXT FESTIVAL DANCE - JANUARY [IU4TH
The Burlingame Community Folk Dancers are
sponsoring the next monthly festival to be
given on Sunday, Janmary 14th from 2:00P.HM,
to 8:00 P.M., in the gymnasium of the Burlin-
game High School in Burlingame. In view of
the fact that the weather 1s ordinarily not
too promising Iin the middle of January, thls
locatlon was selected Ly the Burlingame Group
because of lts slze and close location to all
forms of transportation - the train, the bus
lines and the street car. Full detalls and
directlions will be submitted by letter to all
of the groups lmmediately after the first of
the year and you will be told how to reacn the
Festival by any route.

As most of our members know, the Burlingame
Community Group is not a member of the Federatlion
but 1s one of the oldest and best known groups
around the Bay reglon. Due to the fact that the
group is a community group under the auspices of
the Recreation Department and Burlingame being
a suburban community without sufficlent catering
faclilities, It will not be possible Lo prepare
and present any form of dining after the Festival
but all of the clubs will be supplied with Inform-
ation as to all available eating places on the
Peninsula with means of transportation. You may
be assured of a fine program of dances and the group
1s noted for 1ts enthusiasm In any affalr theéy pre-
sent.

Arrangements will be made for the usual Coun-
cll meeting to be held from 12:45 P,M. unctil 2:00
P.M. and members of the Council will receive suf-
ficient information in the letter which will go
forward to the various groups.

Look forward to the Mid-winter Festival on
the i4th and everybody come!!!

EXHIBITIOK PROGRAMS - CONDUCT

Ruthh Ruby was asked sometime ago Lo write
up 4 paper to be presented at the Council meet-
ing preceding the November Festival in which
she was to put forth her ldeas as previously
expressed relative to the general conduct and
presentatlion of exhibition programs. She read
her prepared article at the Council meeting
but as she did so, she amplified her written
comments with pungent and "to the point" remarks.
These remarks we belleve were more expressive
than the actual article and we are reproducing
here her paper of suggestions and in parenthesis
we have Indicated her explanatory comments which
we have added as we feel our readers will enjoy
them as much as we did.

SUGGESTIONS FOR EXHIBITIONS

(I was asked to explain the "Suggestions for
Exhibitions. " I don't know why, they appear
self-explanatory to me. However, I'll be
very happy to do so. Here goes! )

1 Planned Program
A. Posted
1 Particlpants should learn to adjust
themselves to quick changes.
(A program for any exhibition should
be carefully planned, taking into
conslderation the energy of the
dancers and the quality of the audience.
However, once the program is made, try
and stlick to it. If it 1s necessary
Lo change it, participants should
dccept the change. Nothing will hap-
pen 1f you don't do your rfavorlte dance

right at that moment, Or as a matter of fact, 1f

‘you.deon't do it at all,

Try it and see. Any-

way, dbn‘t make matters hard cn everybody by

loud griping.
have little enough, Heaven knows.

Leave that for the Army, for they
50 now we go

on, we've posted our program and we 've accepted
the changes with ominous, but quiet looks

11 Records

B,

Ready in order of dancing.

Exhibiclion groups should deliver records to

party 1n carge before the program, and Che

correct tempo should be arranged.

1. Always bring your record. Don't rely on
it Just belng there.
(Our records should be arranged and ready
to be plcked up 4t 4 moment‘s notlice.
We nave recelved all the exhibition
records and the correct tempo has been
arranged Well, well, this went off
smoothly.)

111 Manners

A.

Be an asset Lo your group Don't be condes-
cending to the people for whom you are per-
forming

(Now our manners. This is perhaps a strange
thing to bring up, but think it over.
Carefully.)

1V Stayge Behaviour

A

Smile

(Stage behaviour 1s next, and this 1s, as far

a8 the audience 1s concerned, the most im-
portant First of all, the smile.

Did you ever go to & circus and see a Lrapesze
act. You sit there and hold your breath and
suffer through every blt of the act, and when
318 all over you sit back with & sigh of re-
1ief and think "well, that’s over." It was
wonderful, but everyone 1s exhausted wondering,
wondering., 1f they were going to make 1it.

Well, that 1s what the trapeze act wants, but

it 1s not the particular effect we wish to
achleve. We want to let everyone know what

a wonderful time we are naving, and we are not
%0ing to do 1lc 1f we dance around with frowns and
gilving the general Iimpression that we'll be glad
when it's over. Then they are glad when it's over
and the only thing achleved 1s that everyone has
wasted thelir time Maks the audlience feel sorry
that your good time is over, and above zll, make
them feel that they have enjoyed having that
good time with you You might as well, 1t's the
same amount of time Involved In both instances.
Gosh, this !s going to be terribly long.

Don't lag.

(Don't lag, make up your mind if you are golng
L0 dance and get out on that stage. Don't look
back, you were just there. Have your partners at
your slide, there will be plenty of time after-
wards to mill around and attend to business.
Your business on the stage 1s dancing at that
particular moment bon‘t block passageway, be-
cause you all know what the dances look like,
and there is always five hundred people in the
doorway who don’'t want 0o dance and four people
in the back who never make it on account of the
five hundred people In the doorway Depressing,
isn't ft? ]

HaYe your partners.

Don't block passageway.

Always De conscious of your spacing and circle
format lion

1. Dance as a group and not as an individual.
Know the dance or don‘t exhibit.

("F* is very important. & very touchy question,
and should be left up to the individual. But
pleuse think a lot about "Fn".)



follow any

1, Know the dance well enough Lo
iliar to you,

melody not particularly fam

G. Wear & costume i
1, And petticoats for the ladles.

("G® helps !n more ways than one And
ladies, please wear petticoats in ex-
hibitions. Bare thighs are just a trifle
startling in a demure Swedish, or demure
anything. We admlit the red pants are
cute, but not on exhibitlions

e Don‘t go con the stage during a dance.
If you can't start at the beginning with
the group, don“t dance it unless the
committee in charge directs otherwlise
(Don‘t go on the stage during a dance,
it looks simply horrible., like actors
late for thelr cue When the dance ls
finished, acknowledge the audience
We aren’'t professionals and the pro-
fessicnal bows are not wanted, but af-
ter all, there Is anaudience and if they
sit there and give us their attention,
the least we can do is acknowledge the fact
that they are there. Anyway, let 's not
k;d purselves, we know we are dancing for
them.

15 When the dance is finished. bow to the
audience

Jis Keep in step
("J® is very noticeahle to the audience
1f everyone has their right foot up but
you, you are calling attention to your-
selfl, which, besides making you loock out
of place, viglates "ELf and "F",And last,
but not least, 1f you want it to look
like @ dence and not like football play-
ers :i%nting for position, (or is it
horses). don'n overcrowd the stage

K. Don't overcrowd the stage.
{If the stage is crowded, don't dance or
the whole pattern of the dance is lost.
If you were just dancing, and the stage
1s crowded, sit one out and glive someone
else & chance, A rest does everyone a
let of good Which is an exceilent sug-
gestion, and one that I shall follow im~
madiately.

V Stage Manager

A Every large exbibition should have s
SLage manager, who 1s an assistant Lo
the Chalrman, and who has the power to
enforce the above procedure
®So I shall closs, hoping that I have
not hurt anyone's feelings, and my
closing statement is "Any resemblance in
the above to persons living or dead, !s
true *)

BOND DRIVE PROGRAM

The Bond Drive program which was given by
the Folk Dance Federation of California on the
night of December 2nd was a great success and
1t was anncunced that the admissions represen-
ted purchases of $250 000 in bonds The affair
was glven by Invitation of the Treasury Depart-—
ment and was sponsored by the City of Oakland
Jon Bittman and his Committee deserve a pat
on the back for the manner in which the progran
Wwas presented and the arrangement of the pro=-
gram. Many compliments have heen received by
the Federation on this presentation and we feel
quite flattered by the part which the Federation
has taken in the Sixth War Loan Drive.

THROUGH THE KEY HOLE

Have you ncotized the new Russian trousers
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0f Bob Mihallovitch? We have all seen the girls
examining thelr petticoats and talking about the

yardage In their skirts but this i1s the first time

t0 our Knowledge that we have seen the men bragging
about the yardage In thelir trousers---and the way
they flare out on the turnsliti

We enjoyed the preview of Fado held behind
the drapes at the Berkeley Festival. 1In that
small room it was really a "chummy" dance and we
should have more previews like 1it.

Jon Bittman must have lost welght working on
the Bond Drive Program and the Berkeley Festival
because thcse white stockings of his refused to
grab where they used to grab. Jon is going to have
to f111 out or else get some Dre-war rubber.

At & recent Monday evening call at the
Deering home 1in Palo Alto, we were surprised to
gee Clarice Dechent and Nancy Deering walking
around with nuge candle sticks in thelr hands and
& house full of burning candles. Some one had
eyidently pulled the fuse switch and they made a
demure couple with candles in each hand and
surprised looks on thelr faces. We understand
thet they finally found the fuse box but as a
suggestion should they ever wish to impress
pecple, this is a good trick.

Frances (lass recently made the suggestion
that folk dancers De interviewed on the question
“How I Became Interested in Folk Dancing." It
Goours Lo us that in her case "Buzz" would have an
important part in the answer or can we be sued?

We understand that on Thanksgiving Day, Bill
MacDonald of the Gateswlngers was celebrating more
than just the turkey dinner as Jean answered in
the affirmative and all 1s well

CLUB NEWS

THE CASTLE PROMENADERS on December 22nd held
the regular meeting in the form of a Christmas Party.
A social evening was held with dancing and refresh-
ments, The ball was decorated with various Christ-
mas decorations Mrs. Kitty Forester of Berkeley
lead the Castle Promenaders on December 8th in our
four Engllsh folk dances. She willl again teach a
few more during one of the January meetings.

THE GATESWINGERS held a "Sadie Hawkins Day"
program on their recent regular Monday night sess-
lon The gals went as "Effie-Haes® while the guys
{after slight protests) donned "L1l* Abner® out-
fits The Soclal Hall was disgulsed as "Dogpatch.”
Everyone had & lot of fun, food and dances. Millie
Rossbach stole the show by doing a Hambo despite a
palr of lumberjack boots., Neatest couple# Laverne
and Dick Muchmore. Kay Holmes 1s making the arrange-
ments for the Annual New Year's Eve Party = when
Kay‘s in charge, "it‘s gol To be good."” "News and
Views to Chase the Blues" - that's the Oateswingers
Holldey Letter that really promises to be "Some-
thing for the Boys.*

THE PALOMANIANS recently gave a Saturday
Even!ing FParty lnviting the groups from Burlingame
Lo San Jose for four hours of dancing and to thelr
surprlise they had & turn-out of 225. They thought
Lhey had a festival on their hands; it was a big
success and I0 may turn into & regular thing with
swapping of ideas and dances. It may be news to
you that theses clubs within this territory have over
€00 regular members and several of the clubs are
entirely community sponsored with large attendance
and special parties and occasions



Folk Dancing has taken forward strides in
the last year on the Penlnsula, and we have
increasing interest in all of the communitles.
Palo Alto now "as a group meeting every week
night ranging from the real beglnners to the
advanced organlzed group. The Juniors have
formed the "Hoe-Downers" which 1s the newest
group to join the Federatlion. These clubs
are all in additlion to the Stanford groups.
Redwood City's Intense interest was displayed
at the October Festlival and a tip off on
this group is the fact that Mildred Buehler
recelved dance records for her birthday --
most valuable to an inveterate folk dancer.

THE SQUARE STEPPERS had an 0ld World
Festival for thelir last party. Gay posters
and authentic photographs of old world
dances and customs decorated the hall and
everybody came dressed up in old fashloned
garb, There were about forty attending
and everyone had a wonderful time.

THE GOLDEN GATE FOLK DANCERS have
changed thelr meetlng place to 2212
Parker Street, Berkeley but hope to find
4 permanent hall for the coming year.

The general membership meeting and elect-
lon of officers was held on Sunday, Dec-
ember 24th and the new officers will be
announced soon. The lady members of the
club gave an exhibition at the Shrine
Hospitality House in Oakland on the even-
ing of Saturday, December 16th and on the
same evening they gave a half hour exhibi-
tion at the Y.M.C:A. In Berkeley. The
Club did not have their usual dance on
sunday, December 10th because of the
Berkeley Festlival.

THE BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS had an
electlion of officers this month and thelr
new officers are: President - David
Boyce, Vice-President - Constance Moncharsh,
Treasurer - Robert Kleinhammer, and Sec-
retary - Trudy Summerviliie.

The incoming offlicers thanked every-
one and all said they hoped they would do
&5 good as jJob as the outgoing officers.
Hurrah!

Our outgoing Treasurer, Russell Mc-
Caughna, when he does not have anything
else to do, goes browsing through the
giFaDu Treasury book. And what he doesn't

nd.

Robert Williams holds an AI priority
on closing our meetings. 'He has done it
for three years now.

Persons involved in "Did you say it at
Lake Merced" are Madelynne Greene, Ruth Ruby,
Margaret Melnaus, Gilman Merrill, CGeorge
Moncnarsh, Constance Moncharsh, Walter Grothe,
Henry Koopman, Beatrice Cook, Lols Rodecape
&nd Margarette Horvath.

ek ok skokok ok ok

May we agaln request the leaders of all
of the Groups to immedlately appoint a mem-
ber of thelr group to represent "Let‘’s Dance"
and submit this name to the Editor or Business
Manager. Please also talk up the paper and
assist us In enlarging our subscription list
as much as possible
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Each leader should also forward to Ruby
Biel, Secretary, the name and address of the
leader or other designated individual of each
group to whom all communicatiozs or netifica-
tiocns sent out by the Federation or any of its
member groups should be addressed

This is important because our present list
has Decome out of date and Iinadequate Decause
of the many changes in the clubs and recent
elections of new offlicers.

RESEARCH COMMITTEE

The Research Committee has been responsible
for the assembling and production of the dance
routines which nhave accompanied the issues of
"Let's Dance" during the past year The Feder-
ation offlcers and the staff of the paper have
recelved many favorable comments upon thls work
and the publication of this work has done much
Lo promote the prestige of our California Group.
The Research Committee composed of Lucile Czorn-
owski, Buzz Glass, Allce Jameyson, Harmer Davis
and Madelynne Greene, deserve a world of credit
and we want them to know how much the members
appreciate thelr efforts. It has been a&nnounced
that the Committee will shortly prcduce in volume
form all of the dances published to date and in
all probablility will make avallable individual
nunbers and the cost and procedure will be ex-
plained at that time.



