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Bourrkes Bourbonnaises 
(France)  

Bourrhes Bourbonnaises (boo-RAY boor-buh-NEHZ) i s  a s u i t e  o f  t h r e e  dances from 
Bourbonnais.  This  a n c i e n t  p rov ince  o f  France ( a c t u a l l y  t h e  department of 
L ' A l l i e r )  is  l o c a t e d  s o u t h e a s t  o f  Berry.  While t h e r e  a r e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  music 
and p a t t e r n  w i t h  t h e  bourrees  from Berry,  t h e  s t y l e  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  Each 
f i g u r e  i n , t h e  s u i t e  has  named w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a dance p a t t e r n  from Berry.  
Germain Herber t  l e a r n e d  t h e s e  dances from Veronique Esvan a t  t h e  Her i t age  1 9 9 1  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F e s t i v a l ,  Cornwall, Canada. Germain p resen ted  t h i s  s u i t e  a t  t h e  
1993 U n i v e r s i t y  of  t h e  P a c i f i c  Folk Dance Camp. 

CASSETTES : 

FORMATION 1 

STEPS 1 

STYLING a 

NorthlSouth Teacher ' s Seminar, G. d b e r t  , 1992 .Side B/4 ; 
Chants e t  Danses d e s  Provinces F ranca i ses ,  G. Hebert 
Stockton 1993 S i d e  A/5. 2/4 meter  

Couples i n  longways formation*,  p a r t n e r s  4 o r  5 f t  a p a r t .  

~ o u r r & e  P a t t e r n  ( 4  meas t o  complete) 1 

Meas 1 1  S t e p  fwd on L f t  us ing  a l a r g e  s t e p  (ct  1); b r i n g  R f t  
nea r  L f t  w i thou t  t a k i n g  wt (ct  2 ) .  

M e a s  21 S t e p  RILIR on t h e  s p o t  (cts l , & , 2 ) .  
M e a s  31 S t e p  bkwd on L f t  u s ing  a l a r g e  s t e p  (c t  1); b r i n g  R f t  

nea r  L f t  w i thou t  t a k i n g  wt (ct  2 ) .  
M e a s  41 Small s t e p  bkwd on R f t  (c t  1); s t e p  on L f t  n e a r  R f t  

(ct  & ) ; s t e p  on R f t  i n  p l a c e  ( c t  2 ) .  

The body i s  e r e c t ,  arms hang n a t u r a l l y  a t  t h e  s i d e s .  Movements are 
smooth and f l a t ,  S t e p s  are taken  on t h e  f u l l  f t .  Knees are kep t  
s l i g h t l y  f l e x e d  and c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  throughout  (no t  sp read  a p a r t  as 
i n  Berry s t y l e ) .  

* Described i n  S teps  & S t y l i n g ,  pub l i shed  by t h e  Folk Dance Fed. o f  CA, Inc .  

Measures 2/4 meter  PATTERN 

Chord INTRODUCTION No a c t i o n .  Germain sugges t s  w a i t i n g  4 meas and then  
dancing Bourree D r o i t e  o n l y  3 times to begin.  

A. BOURREE DROITE 

I. AVANT-DEUX(fwd and back) 

1-16 Dance Bourree P a t t e r n  f o u r  t i m e s .  On meas 16 t u r n  1 / 4  CW t o  end 
w i t h  L s h l d r  twd p t r .  

11. CROISEMENTS ( c r o s s i n g  ove r )  

1 Moving twd p t r ,  s t e p  fwd on L f t . w i t h  a l a r g e  s t e p  and t u r n  1/2 CCW 
t o  b e  f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  p t  (c t  1); b r i n g  R f t  n e a r  L f t  w i thou t  
t a k i n g  w t  (ct 2 ) .  

2 Move sdwd t o  own R w i t h  s m a l l  s t e p s  R,L,R ( c t s  l , & , 2 )  c l e a r i n g  L 
s h l d r s .  
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S tep  on L f t  across  i n  f r o n t  of R an$, t u r n  3/4 CW t o  f a c e  p t r  ( c t  
1); b r i n g  R f t  near  L f t  wi thout  t a k i n g  wt ( c t  2 ) .  

S t e p  R , L , R  on t h e  spo t  t u r n i n g  1 / 4  CW t o  end wi th  L s h l d r  twd p t r  
( c t l , & , 2 ) .  

Repeat meas 1-4 t h r e e  t i m e s  but  end meas 1 6  f a c i n g  p t r .  

B. AUVERGNATE 

I. AVANT-DEUX 

Dance meas 1 of Bourree P a t t e r n  s t epp ing  d i a g  fwd L on c t  1 s o  as 
t o  have R s h l d r s  adjacent .  

Dance meas 2-4 of Bourree P a t t e r n .  

Repeat meas 1-4 but  s t epp ing  d i a g  fwd R (meas 5 )  s o  as t o  have L 
s h l d r s  ad jacen t  . 
Repeat meas 1-8. During meas 16 t u r n  1/4 CW s o  L s h l d r  i s t w d  p t r .  

If. CROISEMENTS 

Repeat F ig  I1 of BOURREE DROITE, t h e  Croisements. 

C. HAUT-BERRY 

I. AVANT-DEUX DU HAW-BERRY (Upper Berry) 

S t e p  fwd on L using a l a r g e  s t e p  (ct  1 ) ;  r a i s e  L h e e l  (modified 
hop) whi le  br inging R f t  over  L, c l o s e  t o  t h e  f l o o r  ( c t  2 ) .  

S t e p  on R f t  across  i n  f r o n t  of L (ct  1); s t e p  on L f t  s l i g h t l y  
bkwd ( c t  h ) ;  s t e p  on R f t  bes ide  L (ct  2 ) .  

Dance meas 3-4 of Bourree P a t t e r n .  

Dance meas 1-4 t h r e e  t imes.  During meas 16 t u r n  1 /4  CW s o  L s h l d r  
is twd p t r .  

11. CROISEMENTS DU HAUT-BERRY 

S t e p  fwd a l a r g e  s t e p  on L f t  t o  pass  p t r  and p i v o t  3/4 CCW to end 
f a c i n g  p t r  on p t r s  o r i g i n a l  s i d e  (c t  1); b r i n g  R f t  n e a r  L f t  
wi thou t  t a k i n g  wt (c t  2 ) .  

Dance meas 2-4 of Bourree P a t t e r n .  On meas 4 t u r n  1 /4  CW t o  end L 
s h l d r  twd p t r .  
Note: I f  t h e  d i s t a n c e  between p t r s  i s  t o o  g r e a t  t o  a l low an easy 
p i v o t  on meas 1, move up l i t t l e  twd p t r  on t h e  preceding meas. 

Repeat meas 1-4 t h r e e  times but  end meas 16 f a c i n g  p t r .  

DANCE SEQUENCE: (as suggested by Germain) 
Bourree Dro i t e  - two times 
Auvergnate - two t imes 
Haut-Berry - t h r e e  t imes 


