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Avant-Deux des Touches 
( B r e t a g n e ,  F r a n c e )  

Avant-Deux d e s  Touches (ah-vahn-DO0 day  TOOSH) i s  f rom t h e  Nantes  a r e a .  
Germain and L o u i s e  HBbert l e a r n e d  t h e  dance  f rom Hugue t t e  Bochez and a l s o  saw 
it danced by T r i s k e l l  i n  Mont rea l .  Germain t a u g h t  it a t  t h e  1997  U n i v e r s i t y  of 
t h e  P a c i f i c  F o l k  Dance Camp a t  S t o c k t o n ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  The dance  u s e s  t h e  same 
music a s  Avant-Deux de Travers. 

C a s s e t t e :  " S i  on d a n s a i t "  French Dances S i d e  B / 3 .  2 / 4  m e t e r  

Formation:  L i n e  o f  c p l s  f a c i n g  a  l i n e  of  c p l s ,  2  m e t e r s  ( 7  it) between t h e  
l i n e s .  When hands a r e  f r e e ,  W h o l d  s k i r t s  and M p u t  back of hands 
on w a i s t  o r  t u c k  a  thumb i n t o  a n  a rmhole  o f  h i s  v e s t .  

WM WM WM WM WM (W's l i n e )  
Head of  H a l l  

MW MW MW MW MW ( M ' s  l i n e )  

S t e p s  : Chasse  ( 2  t o  a  meas ) :  S l i d e  t h e  b a l l  o f  it i n  d e s i r e d  d i r e c t i o n ,  
t a k i n g  wt ( c t  1 ) ;  c l o s e  o t h e r  f t  t o  s u p p o r t i n g  ft, t a k i n g  wt 
( c t  & ) ;  r e p e a t  e x a c t l y  ( c t s  2 , & ) .  

Buzz S t e ~  ( 2  t o  a meas) :  S t e p  on t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  f t ,  bend ing  t h e  
knee ( c t  1 ) ;  s t e p  on t h e  b a l l  of  t h e  o t h e r  f t  n e a r  t h e  h e e l  of  
t h a t  f t  ( c t  & ) ;  r e p e a t  e x a c t l y  ( c t s  2 , & ) .  

B a s i c  P a t t e r n  (1 t o  2  meas ) :  To t h e  L: Touch b a l l  of  L f t  on 
f l o o r  i n  f r o n t  of R ( c t  1) ;  beg  w i t h  L f t ,  c h a s s e  2  s t e p s  t o  L  
s i d e  ( c t s  2,&,1,&); s t e p  on L  f t  t o  L  s i d e  ( c t  2 ) ;  ho ld  ( c t  & ) .  
To t h e  R: Opp f twk  and d i r e c t i o n  f rom B a s i c  S t e p  t o  L (Touch R 
f t  and  beg w i t h  R f t ,  chassB t o  R s i d e . )  

* Descr ibed  i n  Steps  & Styling p u b l i s h e d  by F o l k  Dance F e d e r a t i o n  of CA.,Inc. 

Measures 2 / 4  m e t e r  

- - 

PATTERN 
- - - 

8 meas INTRODUCTION No a c t i o n .  
1 

I. CHASSES LATERAUX (shah-SAY lah-teh-ROH) 

1-2 A l l  t h e  M i n  t h e  M ' s  l i n e  and a l l  t h e  W i n  t h e  W ' s  l i n e  dance  1 
B a s i c  P a t t e r n  t o  M L ,  W R ( t w d  head  of h a l l ) .  On t h e  1st c h a s s e ,  
move a l i t t l e  d i a g  fwd s o  as t o  s l i d e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  i n a c t i v e  
d a n c e r s .  

Repea t  meas 1-2 w i t h  opp f twk  and d i r e c t i o n  

Repea t  meas 1-4 .  
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I V .  

1-2 

5-8 

SEQUENCE : 

Same dance r s  a s  w e r e  a c t i v e  i n  F i g  I .  
M,  beg L ,  dance one Bas i c  P a t z e r n  and on t h e  chass6  s t e p s  buzz 
t u r n  i n  p l a c e  once t o  own L ( C C W ) .  W u s e  opp ftwk and buzz t u r n  
i n  p l a c e  once t o  own R ( C W ) .  

Beg M R ,  W L dance 1 Bas i c  P a t t e r n  moving t w d  f o o t  of h a l l  on t h e  
chas s6  s t e p s .  

Repeat  meas 3-4 w i t h  opp f twk and d i r e c t i o n .  

Beg M R ,  W L r e p e a t  meas 1-2 b u t  t u r n  o n l y  1 / 2  ( W  CCW, M CW) on 
t h e  buzz t u r n  s o  a s  t o  end f a c i n g  p t r .  

PIVOTS 

A l l  dance r s  a r e  a c t i v e .  
I n  sh ld r -wa i s t  pos* w i t h  p t r ,  bo th  beg R f t  and dance 16  buzz 
s t e p s  t u r n i n g  CW. On t h e  l a s c  of t h e  buzz s t e p s  r e l e a s e  M L, W R 
hands and t a k e  open-ballroom pos* ,  end ing  i n  2  l i n e s  f a c i n g  each  
o t h e r  a s  i n  F ig  I.  

AVANT-DEUX 

A l l  beg w i t h  o u t s i d e  f t  ( M  L ,  W R ) .  Dance 1 Bas ic  P a t t e r n  moving 
fwd twd o t h e r  l i n e  on t h e  c h a s s e  s t e p s .  

Repeat  meas 1-2  b u t  beg in  w i t h  t h e  i n s i d e  f t  and move bkwd t o  
p l a c e  on t h e  chassg  s t e p s .  

Repeat  meas 1-4.  

Dance p a t t e r n  a s  w r i t t e n .  On t h e  f i r s t  r e p e a t ,  t h e  M i n  t h e  W ' s  
l i n e  and t h e  W i n  t h e  M ' s  l i n e  dance  F i g  I and F ig  11. Ftwk 
remains  t h e  same b u t  t h e  c h a s s 6 s  move twd t h e  f o o t  of t h e  h a l l  on 
F i g  I ,  meas 1-2 and twd t h e  head on meas 3 - 4 .  A s  b e f o r e ,  a l l  t h e  
d a n c e r s  a r e  a c t i v e  du r ing  F i g  I11 and I V .  
T h i s  r e c o r d i n g  has  enough music t o  dance 3 complete sequences  
( I n t r o d u c t i o n  p l u s  6 t i m e s  32  meas ) .  


