
MEET . . LIESL BARNETT

The dynamo b e h i n d the Let's
Dance Rep re sen t a t i on and Di rec to r
ofPubl ic i ty , Folk Dance Federation
of Ca l i fo rn ia , South, is a fo lk dan-
cer from "way back".

Born in V i e n n a Austr ia , Liesl
started f o l k danc ing at the age of
four d o i n g K o l o s wi th the Yugos lav
peasants , l e a r n i n g Hungar i an dan-
ces f rom her Hunga r i an godmothe r
(the Serbian godfa ther provided the
Kolo e n t h u s i a s m ) , and learn ing
Aust r ian and C z e c h dances from
various maids . Addi t iona l dance
in s t ruc t i on was rece ived along with
less impor tan t subjec ts l i k e ma th , in schools in Austria, Switzer-
land, C z e c h o s l o v a k i a and Yugos lavia , and in Turnvere ins in both
V i e n n a and Iglau ( n o w J ih l ava in Moravia , C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ) .

She b e c a m e in te res ted in cus toms and cos tumes of the various
na t iona l i t i e s on her fa the r ' s p rodd ing , an interes t t ha t has survived
and grown over the years.

She danced in the huge In te rna t iona l Youth Congress in V i e n n a in
1936 and m a n y o the r e x h i b i t i o n s in Europe . A f t e r c o m i n g to the U.S.A.
in 1939 she did no folk d a n c i n g for almost two years. Reason; no
k n o w l e d g e of the English language and i g n o r a n c e of the exis tence
of folk d a n c i n g and c lubs devoted to i t i n this country. In 1941 Liesl
became a m e m b e r of Chang ' s In t e rna t i ona l Folk Dancers in SaniFran-
cisco. She was the group's research cha i rman (cos tumes and folk-
lore) for two years; f i n i s h e d the unexpired term of Boris Abramson,
who died before the first ha l f year was up, then was e lected twice
to the Dance Cha i rman (Exhib i t ion) . Also, she worked on Chang's
m o n t h l y bu l l e t in ,

In 1948 Liesl moved to Santa Rosa and jo ined the Santa Rosa
Merry Mixers . She was ac t ive as i n t r u c t o r for th is group, and also,
served as co- ins t ruc to r for the Santa Rosa J u n i o r Merry Mixers . Then
in 1949 she es tab l i shed the Santa Rosa Tune Trotters ( n o w d e f u n c t ) ,
serving as the i r f irst p r e s i d e n t and teacher . In addi t ion , whi le in
Santa Rosa she t aught fo lk danc ing at the Gu i l l ucos School, Olivet
Elementary School (to both ch i ld ren and parents) , and to 4-H c lub
members .

In 1952 the Barnett 's m o v e d to Tooele , U tah , whe re Liesl t augh t
some f o l k danc ing , b- t on a very l imi t ed scale as this was pr imari ly
a square dance area. She was a member of a Caller's Associat ion,
but did not r e n e w the member sh ip a f te r leavi ng Utah.
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After moving to Edgwood, Mary land in 1953, she o rgan ized with
the Farm Bureau and County assisting in a Homemaker ' s Club, and
immedia te ly started the group on folk danc ing , serving as thei r only
teacher. She also taught at the Off icer ' s Club, NCO Club, Army-
sponsored Teenage Center , Edgewood E lementa ry and High Schools
and to the L u t h e r Leaguers of her c h u r c h .

Then in 1956 the Barnett 's moved to Santa Mon ica , Cal i forn ia .
Soon after arr iving Liesl jo ined the Santa M o n i c a Folk Dancers ,
served as the Club's Secretary, Program Chai rman and, currently as
Pres ident .

Other folk dance ac t iv i t ies i n c l u d e d da nc ing in Chang ' s Exhib i t ion
Group for six years; work ing on the script for the 1st Woodmins te r
p resen ta t ion ; w o r k i n g ou nar ra t ion and se rv ing with Wal te r Grothe
on several folk dance concerts at the San Francisco Museum of Fine
Arts. Now she is s tar t ing her second term as Director of Publ ic i ty
and Let* s Dance Representa t ive for the Federation, South. She has
been an active cont r ibu tor to Let 's Dance s ince i ts beg inn ing .

Liesl married Ben Barnett in 1940. Ben is an enthusiast ic folk
dancer , though refuses to become as involved as his spouse. They
have four sons, ages 13, 16, 18 and 20 years, none of whom as yet
can be persuaded to give folk danc ing a try.

Other activities: Vo lun tee r secretary to the Chapla in of the Santa
Monica Lutheran Hospi tal , and she has r ecen t ly received the only
1000 hour service pin given in the Los Angeles area.

Liesl is cu r r en t ly enrol led as a fore ign language major at the Santa
Monica City College, with the goal of g radua t ing af ter three semes-
ters or less. She sings in the cho i r at the St. Paul 's Lu the ran Church .
Hobbies , o ther than folk danc ing , i n c l u d e researching and m a k i n g
costumes, bowling, writ ing, making jewel ry , and getting her nose
into a mi l l ion and one act ivi t ies , and c o l l e c t i ng f r iends .

Question most of ten asked Liesl is: "When do you f ind t ime to

do all this?" Regular answer: "Who needs sleep???"

By . . Valerie Staigh


