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WECOME OUR NEW
FEDERATION MEMBERS

Sadly, none this month
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Ulrike Narins

Let’s Dance! readers:

My mother’s health has declined rapidly in the past month, so my brother
and I flew to Austria to support my sister in caring for our mother. | got a
one-way ticket and | don’t know when | will be back in California. Things
are so demanding, stressful, and exhausting here that | have no capacity for
writing the President’s Message for the April issue of Let’s Dance!

SCANDIA CAMP IS IN
PERSON THIS YEAR

by Roo Lester

We are excited to announce that SCANDIA
CAMP MENDOCINO 2023 will take place in
person June 10-17. This year we will feature the
dance and music from Hallingdal in Norway and
Follinge in Sweden.

Registration is open, and all first-time attendees
receive a $75 discount!

There are three types of scholarships available
as well. Go to the Scholarship button on the left side
of our website (ScandiaCampMendocino.org) and
learn more about the scholarships.

Scandia Camp offers a variety of dance classes
including sessions with the Scandinavian guest
teachers, dances that are part of the regular repertoire,
mixer dances, and sessions focusing on the hambo
and waltz.

Music classes include regular fiddle, focusing
on the music from Follinge, Sweden, and sessions for
those newer to Scandinavian/Nordic music.
Hardanger fiddle is the Norwegian fiddle with under
strings, focusing on the music from Hallingdal and
more. Nyckelharpa is a keyed fiddle with sympathetic
strings and considered the national instrument of
Sweden. Additionally, there will be group-play
(called Allspel in Swedish and Samspel in
Norwegian), focusing on dance tunes. All instruments
are welcome. There will be singing classes too.

Join us in the fresh air of the woodlands with
redwood trees, lovely buildings built by the CCC and
amazing cuisine. Come and learn more about the

APRIL 2023

Let's Dance!

richness of Norway and Sweden’s dance music and
cultural traditions at Scandia Camp Mendocino 2023,
June 10-17.

Registration and more information at
ScandiaCampMendocino.org.

BULGARIAN BAND TOUR

By Memo Keswick

As mentioned in last month’s Let’s Dance! magazine,
Bulgarian Rhythms is organizing a 2023 West Coast
tour the end of August. They’ll be playing for both
international folk dance clubs and Bulgarian expat
groups.

I need to know right away if you can offer a
concert, dance, etc. to this wonderful group in your
area. Many of you have expressed an interest, but too
few have made a commitment. If you’re interested in
participating in this tour, please contact me as soon
as possible at memokeswick@gmail.com.

A decision must be made soon on this tour!




Jim Gold International Folk Tours: 2023

Our trips are for folk dancers, non-dancers,
and anyone with a love of travel and culture

Travel
broadens
one! Ge el e d

ISRAEL: March 12-23, 2023 Full!

Led by Joe Freedman and Lee Friedman. Jerusalem, Masada,

Tel Aviv, Galilee, Haifa, Tiberias, Safed, Golan Heights
WESTERN CANADA: April 13-25, 2023 (8 spots left)

Led by Led by Cathie Dunklee-Donnell

with Lee Otterholt and Genci Kastrati Calgary, Banff, Vancouver
ALBANIA and Greek Island of Corfu

May 24-June 5, ext. 5-7, 2023
Led by Lee Otterholt, guided by Kliti Zika. Tirana, Durres,
Greek Island of Corfu, Kruja, Gjirokaster, Saranda, Berat, Korca

POLAND: June 8-21, 2023. Led by Richard Schmidt.
Warszawa, Olsztyn, Malbork, Gdansk, Gdynia,
Sopot, Torun, Krakéw
SCANDINAVIA: Norway, Sweden, Denmark June 13-27, 2023
Led by Lee Otterholt. Oslo, Gothenburg, Helsingborg, Copenhagen

BULGARIA: August 7-20, 2023 Black Sea Ext. August 20-25!
Led by Lee Otterholt and Ventsi Milev
Sofia, Plovdiv, Bansko, Veliko Turnovo, Varna

IRELAND: August 5-17, 2023:

Led by Lee Friedman and Kay Cleary

Galway, Connemara, Aran islands, Kerry, Cork, Blarney, Dublin
SPAIN: September 14-27, 2023: Led by Lee Otterholt:

Malaga, Cadiz, Seville, Cordoba, Jaen, Granada

ROMANIA: October 1-15, 2023: Folk Dance and Klezmer tour
Led by Nancy Hoffman and Lee Friedman
Bucharest, Brasov. Sibiu Cluj, Piatra Neamt, Sighetu Marmatiei
GREECE and the Greek Islands: October 7-20, 2023
Led by Lee Otterholt.. Athens, Nauplia, Sparta, Olympia, Delphi, Meteora,
Mycenae, and Epidaurus, Greek Island Cruise to Mykonos, Crete,
Rhodes, Patmos, Kusadasi (Turkey)

TOUR REGISTRATION: Reserve my place! $200 per person deposit.
Register on line at: Folk Dance Tours 2023

Jim Gold International, Inc.
497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.
(201) 836-0362 www.jimgold.com Email: jimgold@jimgold.com
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March 29-
April 2

March 30

March 31

April 1

April 2

April 2
April 8

April 22

May 6

May 19-21

Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions; we assume no responsibility for accuracy.

Additional events can be found at www.folkdance.com (Community tab).

NATIONAL FOLK ORGANIZATION (NFO) ANNUAL CONFERENCE. Concord
Scout House and the Trinitarian Congregational Church in Concord, Massachusetts.
More info at nfo-usa.org.

SARATOGA FOLK DANCERS END-OF-QUARTER PARTY. St. Michael Archangel
Serbian Orthodox Church, 18870 Allendale Avenue, Saratoga. Live music with Da!
Mozhem and recorded music during the band’s breaks. 7:30-10:15 pm. Sliding scale: $6-$10
plus tips for the band. Info: loui@Ilouitucker.com.

CABRILLO FOLK DANCERS LIVE MUSIC NIGHT. Santa Cruz Live Oak Grange,
1900 17th Avenue, Santa Cruz. 6:30-9:30 pm. $20/sliding scale plus tip jar. Janam
(janamband.com) will be playing for listening and dancing. Info: sayphoebe@hotmail.com.

BALKAN PLUS DANCE PARTY IN MEMORY OF GARY ANDERSON. Ashkenaz,
1317 San Pablo Avenue, Berkeley. 1-4 pm. An afternoon of dancing to a program inspired
by Gary’s parties. Donations welcome. Sponsored by Gary’s children. See ad on p. 8.

ASHKENAZ’S 50TH-ANNIVERSARY PARTY. Ashkenaz, 1317 San Pablo Avenue,
Berkeley. 1:30-4:30 pm. $10. Commemorating the opening of Ashkenaz by David Nadel 50
years ago! See ad on p. 16.

PENINSULA FOLK DANCE MONTHLY PARTY. St. Bede’s Church Hall, 2650 Sand
Hill Road, Menlo Park. 3-6 pm. $10. Info: adony408@gmail.com.

CAFE SHALOM ISRAELI DANCE PARTY. Congregation Am Tikvah, 625 Brother-
hood Way, San Francisco. 7:30-11:30 pm. $10. Info: udy@yahoo.com or 669-444-1284.

BLOSSOM FESTIVAL. San Francisco City College, 50 Frida Kahlo Way, Wellness
Center, 3rd Floor, Studio 301, San Francisco. 12:30-1:30 — Dancing for All Ages; 1:30-5 pm
dancing to recorded music. IT’S FREE! See ad on p. 10.

CERRITOS FOLK DANCERS 14TH-ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL. Cerritos Senior
Center, 12340 South Street, Cerritos. 1-5:30 pm. Info: CerritosFolkDancers@gmail.com.

2023 STATEWIDE FOLK DANCE FESTIVAL — HARBOR VIEW. Wigwam Hall, 543
Shepherd Street, San Pedro. Featured teachers will be Bata Marceti¢ (Serbian) and Joan
Hantman (lIsraeli). Contact: Diane Baker 949-244-0666 or see pp. 21-24.

Long-time BFD members Mel and Esther Mann
invite you to WEEKLY INFORMAL FOLK DANCING
on the wooden deck in their backyard.
(weather permitting)

EVERY SATURDAY AFTERNOON BEGINNING AT 2 PM
1225 Terrebonne Drive in Walnut Creek
It’s Free!

Info: 510- 527-2177 or 510-292-7521.

TELL YOUR FRIENDS — OPEN TO ALL!
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THE FAMILY
P H OTO AL B U M The Festival of the Oaks provided many opportunities for picture

taking! Photos by A. Partos and C. Dickey.

These are the folks who made the Festival of the Oaks possible! From left,

Ruthie Gasser, David Schatzki, Yvonne Provaznik, Sonya Provaznik,
Lenore Watson calls contras Cornelia Ghafur, Naomi Lidicker, Marian Snyder, Neil Collier, Cathy
at a lot of our local events! Leung, and Renée Marchese.

(Left to right) Kevin Greek, Maliheh Shirvanian,
and Farima Berenji are members of the Simorgh

Dance Ensemble which performed during the
Festival of the Oaks.
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The Festival of the Oaks — a review

by Clem Dickey Photos by A. Partos and C. Dickey
The 74th annual Festival of the Oaks began on a cold morning. The outside air was 50°F, down from 59°F last
year. | wore a jacket for the drive up to Berkeley, and also packed a computer (for the Board meeting), a camera,
and shoes. Live Oak Hall was not only well-decorated, but also well-heated, so the jacket came off before the
dancing started.

The Festival began with Farima Berenji introducing Iranian dances. Though we may use Iran and
Persia interchangeably, Farima has counted 128 ethnic groups in Iran. Her first presentation was a scarf dance of
the Qashgai people. Footwork was mostly walking and turns, leaving the arms to do the tricky part: scarves to the
left, to the right, forward, over the shoulder, and flourished overhead. We followed Farima’s leads, but she noted
that the dance is often done at parties with the figures in impromptu order.

Our second teaching was a clapping dance of the Beluchi. Again, arms were important and the figures were
called by a leader. Farima then split us into small circles with a leader in the center. | chose the circle with Kevin
Greek at the center because Kevin performs in Farima’s dance company.

Lenore Watson taught two contra sessions of about a half-hour each. Lenore calls regularly at the
Festival of the Oaks and the Federation Officers Ball. We usually have a few people who have never danced
contra, and Lenore is expert at describing the figures. For this Festival, she included Flirtation Reel, choreo-
graphed by Tony Parkes and taught by him at Stockton.

This year featured two performing groups. The first was Farima’s Simorgh Dance Ensemble. (The
Simorgh is a bird of prey from Persian mythology.) The women were costumed in elaborate, deeply colorful,
floor-length dresses and long flowing scarves. The men — well, man; just Kevin Greek — wore a sharp white shirt
and black pants with a purple vest and violet sash.

Lunch was salad and lentil soup with bread, cheese, and brownies. It was delicious again this year, with
plenty for seconds. The Folk Dance Federation of California held a short Board Meeting in an adjacent room. It
was our first in-person Board meeting in a year, and we were grateful for the Berkeley hospitality, food, and
decorations. . n

After lunch we were treated to Te Mana O Te Ra, a
Tahitian performing group from Walnut Creek. They were
accompanied by a four-person percussion and string band.
The group director Lisa Aguilar explained that missionaries
had banned Tahitian dancing altogether in 1820, and later
permitted it only on certain holidays. In 1956, dance teacher
Madeline Moua formed a performing group called Heiva,
which led the revival of Ora Tahiti (Tahitian dance). The
dances were characterized by hip shimmies and arm
motion. The dancers invited us to join them in the arm
movements for the last dance. The hip shimmies were mercifully left to the trained performers.

The afternoon party was programmed in
advance, and the folded dance programs with yarn
for attachment (pink this year) carried on a long
tradition. In addition to the Berkeley Folk Dancers
who acted as emcees, there were two guest emcees:
Craig Blackstone and Ulrike Narins. | didn’t count
noses, but Berkeley reported 95 participants, up from
67 in 2022.

At the end of the day, I left with my computer,
camera, shoes, and a few goodies from the clothing
sale. | forgot the jacket.
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Balkan Plus Folk Dance Party

In memory of Gary Anderson
Join us for an afternoon of dancing to a
program inspired by Gary’s parties

SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 2023
1:00 - 4:00 pm
Ashkenaz, 1317 San Pablo Ave., Berkeley

~FFd kK Kk k k _k_ Kk

Hosted by Gary’s children Eric & Jean and family
Contact: Bill Croft, wcroft@unm.edu, txt 505-234-4177
Light refreshments & donations welcome (no glass containers or alcohol)
See www.ashkenaz.com for info on parking, health & safety, etc.

CABRILLO DANCERS AGAIN HOST LIVE MUSIC

by Nilesh Shah Photos by L. Tucker
Before the COVID shutdown, the Cabrillo Folk Dancers in Santa Cruz used to host dance parties almost every month
with live music played by local bands. This past March, | drove south over Highway 17 to their first post-shutdown
live music event. Da! Mozhem was playing. The party was
held in The Live Oak Grange, a nice hall with a wood floor
that was the perfect size for the number of dancers who
came. Most of the dancers live locally, but about a dozen of
the 50-or-so people there had come from outside the area,
as | did. It was a very
friendly group, so | felt
welcomed.
Da! Mozhem played
a good variety of
non-partner dances, so
LSS SRR e w7 w0 " 1 nobody needed to sit out
Annie Bachar leads the line of dancers in front of members  for lack of a partner. |
of Dal Mozhem. noticed that when
members of the band
were not needed for a particular piece of music, they got to join the dancing.
About half-way through the evening, Dal Mozhem taught a pretty walking
dance from Ukraine called Tikho Nad Richkoyu that I'd never seen before. | found a
lot of videos of it on YouTube.

. . . L . Michael Armstrong, Bill Rentz
D L 7 7
The Cabrillo Folk Dancers are planning another live music night at The Live and Gaby Litsky danced at the

Oak Grange the end of March. The band will be Janam. | hope to be able to ) . i
) Cabrillo Folk Dancers live music
attend again. event with Da!l Mozhem.
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SPEAKING OF DANCING

The Joy of Dancing with Friends

by Gigi Jensen

When Warren and | moved to Spokane, Washington, it was strange to live in a place
where there was no Argentine tango. It didn’t matter that | couldn’t have danced it anyway
because of the pandemic. Thankfully, Karen Wilson-Bell invited me to join her folk dancing
group. Dancing in her driveway on warm summer evenings was a joy.

| wanted more, though, so in February 2021, | started a virtual dance class on the
third Monday of each month. What a learning experience! Zoom is a difficult medium by which to teach. There
are many challenges that | didn’t expect. Then there was the issue of material to teach. The class was to be a
general dance class for people who would be dancing on their own. | realized early on that | just didn’t have
enough repertoire to carry the class. Over the next months, | invited various guests to teach beginning dances.
I’'m so grateful for their support.

| knew Stacy Rose from Stockton. | attended her online dancing classes; she came to mine. | had the
brilliant idea to ask her to co-teach, and Dancing with Friends was born. We expanded to twice a month and then
to every Monday night so we invited Adony Beniares and Roo Lester to fill out the teaching team. We started our
third year this March.

Stacy loves teaching beginners and has a tenderness for those in the throes of their first dance moments.
Adony’s indefatigable enthusiasm is contagious, and his dedication to honing his teaching skills is inspiring. Roo
has a lively sense of humor, is fun to work with, and is an amazing resource. She is truly a scholar of dance in its
finest sense. The silent partners of our team deserve our thanks as well: Warren Jensen, Gail Elber, Larry
Harding, and Becky Beniares.

Stacy Rose:

During the early days of COVID, | learned how to run dance events on Zoom. That came in handy
when | reconnected with Gigi Jensen and she extended an invitation to join her Dancing With
Friends teaching team. | was excited! It has been a privilege to become part of a teaching cohort
with Gigi, Roo, and Adony. | learn lots from each of them. | really like having a place to share
dancing every Monday night with people who have become special to me.

Adony Beniares

In the year and a half that I've been part of the Dancing with Friends team, the top things | enjoy

are:

e  Dancing with Friends’ aim is to present introductory to medium complexity dances from a
variety of countries with us and occasional guest teachers. This class makes me do a little
deeper study of the background and nationality of dances to ensure we have a broad
representation.

e  Our team supports each other while challenging each other to make DWF better, believes in the goals of
Dancing with Friends, and learns great teaching techniques from each other.

e During class, we have the opportunity to welcome people as they join, answer questions, and share
information. This makes it a happy time that keeps us connected.

Roo Lester

| am the newest member of the Dancing with Friends team. Prior to joining, | had been a fairly
regular attendee and a guest teacher. | cherish our efforts to offer a varied focus of dances and
to truly welcome everyone with whatever experience we each bring. Sharing the love of dance is
what it is about for me. It's a family | feel part of each time we meet to share dancing.

An invitation:

You are welcome to join us Monday nights from 7-8:30 pm Pacific time. Email us for the Zoom link at
dancingwithfriendsonline@gmail.com. It's nice to have a convenient, no-stress place to dance. We even have
a few people attend who don’t dance; they just love spending time with dance friends. Everyone is welcome.
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(Blossom CInternational

Saturclag, APril 22, 2023!
Free admission!

Returning to
CCSF Wellness Center
50 Frida Kahlo Way
San Francisco, CA . , S
(entrance at Ocean Ave & Howth St) T—

Schedule:
IZ:§OPm - l:§OPm: Dancing for All Ages
l:ﬁOPm — 5:OOPm: General Dancing

COVID Policg: Proof of vaccinations and all boosters requircd
N-95 or KN-95 masks rcquircc]

Because of Parking imitations, you may want to consider carpooling or

Public transPortation. For campus Parlcing, see:

https://www.ccsf.edu/campus-police /parking-information

Questions? Contact us at changsclancers@aol.com

Changs Int’l Folk Dancers, City College of San Francisco & Folk Dance Federation of CA
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LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR
Hi, Loui —

’
It was interesting for me to see

the article by/about Paul Sheldon. He was one of my
very first folk dance teachers, probably in 1974 or
1975, where he and Dori Aloni taught a class at the
Valley Cities Jewish Community Center in the San
Fernando Valley. They were both beautiful dancers. If
I remember correctly, they did a couple dance to
Malayisha (from the flip side of the Pata Pata record).
I never saw that dance anywhere else. Fun memories!

~ Rhonda Futterman
Concord

e riv e
Let’s Dance! Editor

The March issue has a translation of the lyrics of
“Fado Portugues De Nos.”

I’m not a linguist, but I’ve loved fado since |
was in college, and 1’d like to throw out some added
translation that enriches the song. It all comes down to
the word “fado.” It isn’t just the name of the genre,
but also means “fate” or “destiny.” It’s a central piece
of “saudade,” that undefinable, virtually untranslatable
Portuguese sense of longing and loss, and the best
fadistas — Mariza is certainly one of the great moderns
—embody that in their deeply haunting vocal style.

Let’s look again at the title: “De” can mean “by”
or “of” and “Nos” can also be read as “ours.” I’'m for
translating the title as “Our Portuguese Fate.”

With that in mind, the repeated refrain “O Fado,”
which, in the translation printed in Let’s Dance!, is the
rather flat “The Fado” can be read as the more soulful
“O Fate.” (the single syllable “O” can be read as
either “the” or simply an exclamation — “O!”)

I like the idea of reading the song with both
meanings firmly in mind: it adds resonance and
dimension.

~ Bill Livingston
Santa Rosa
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Hi Loui,

Inside the back cover of the March issue of Let’s
Dance! is a flyer from the old Sweetheart Festival in
Napa. When 1 first saw the page it brought back many
memories as we were involved with putting on that
event for several years. Plenty of good times with
plenty of good friends.

Also. | am proud to say my wife, Joyce,
designed the flyers for those years, including the one
here. Thanks for the memories.

~ Brian and Joyce Bender,
Napa

ZOOM EVENTS

Mark your calendar!

Peninsula Folk Dance Council
GLOBAL FOLK DANCE PARTIES
THIRD Saturday, 3-6:30
Register: tinyurl.com/GFDParty

Dates in 2023

April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15,
August 19, September 16, October 21,
November 18, December 16.

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
CAROL FRIEDMAN I
SECOND Wednesday 7-8:15 I
I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Dates in 2023

April 12, May 10, June 14, July 12,
August 9, September 13, October 11,
November 8, December 13

Contact: cjay@horizoncable.com

DANCING WITH FRIENDS

Every Monday 7-8:30 pm PST

Email Zoom link at
dancingwithfriendsonline@gmail.com

r—

Also see folkdance.com/events %

Clip and save!
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June Camp

International Folk Dance in the Midwest

Thursdag to Sunday, June 1- 4, 2023

Trinity International University
Deerfield, Illinois (north suburbs of Chicago)

Tineke & Maurits
v V van Geel

1
Live music parties each evening with the June Camp Trio s
***Tom Pixton, Ralph Iverson, & Brian Wilson***

{? Contact: JuneCampIFD@gmail.com

L)

http://sites.google.com/site/junecampifd/

]

Registrﬂtiﬂn Opens by April 1 This is not a function of Trinity Intemational University

Laila Messer (1933-2022)

I was informed in March by Tuuli, Laila Messer’s daughter,
that Laila died of dementia in December of 2022. Sidney,
Laila’s husband for 60 years, had died in 2016. Laila served as
secretary of the Folk Dance Federation for five years and
president 2003-05. She and Sidney were members of Changs

and active in the folk dance scene in the San Francisco Bay
area for several decades. You can read more about Laila on the
Federation website: folkdance.com — Community — Dance ‘ g
Leaders (alphabetical listing). Alternatively, if you keep back Sidney and Laila in2010.
issues of Let’s Dance! magazine, the article posted online

appeared in the February 2016 issue of Let’s Dancel, p. 11.
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PIANO! FREE TO A GOOD HOME!

Could you or your local school, church, or community center make use

of a free piano?

A community member (Danielle) has an upright piano that needs a new
home. The piano has been in her family and was played ages ago by her
grandmother. The piano is in North Oakland and would require pick up,
though it is easily accessible in a garage. It will likely need to be tuned,

but is otherwise it is in great working order and has been well cared for.

Please contact Danielle directly if interested at danielle.h.siegler@gmail.com.

Let’s Dance! Staff
Appreciation Lunch

Members of the Let’s Dance! staff (and some
spouses) were treated to a lunch last month to
thank them for their editing and proofreading
assistance. From left, Marija and David Hillis
(Assistant Editor), Sabine Zappe, Craig
Blackstone (proofreader), Lon Radin
(proofreader), Dick Rawson (proofreader),
Laura Douglass (proofreader), and Joe Croco.
The magazine is as close to perfect as it can be
because of these volunteers and their attention
to details. (Not pictured: Karen Bennett, who
resides in Canada.) Photo by L. Tucker.

APRIL 2023

Life is Better When

We’re Dancing.

Photo by Marilyn Smith, who
wrote: This is a sign in
Aberdeen, Scotland. We’re
going to Scotland this
summer. My great-great-
great grandfather was born
in Aberdeen. I enlarged the
photo of this sign and
cropped it so just the dance
sign is visible and put the
photo up on our Razzmatazz
bulletin board at Monroe

Hall.

R
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE BAY ...

SANTA ROSA FOLK DANCERS

by Bill Livingston

After a long pandemic hiatus, our afternoon class is
back at a new time and location. Elsa Bacher, long-
time and highly-valued teacher, friend and organizer,
isn’t able to continue due to medical issues, so months
ago, a small and determined core group began
meeting Tuesdays from 1:30 to 2:30 at the Santa
Rosa Dance Center on Sixth Street in Santa Rosa,
sharing a vintage brick warehouse with the Sixth
Street Playhouse.

Beginning with a half-dozen determined old
hands, but without a teacher, we’ve all done our share
of selecting, briefing and demonstrating familiar
dances. We get a little more self-assured as we go.

We’ve gained some new dancers and lost one of
our beloved stalwarts, Hubert Morel-Setoux. We have
been relying on word of mouth to attract new dancers.
We are hopeful that this mention in Let’s Dance!
magazine will bring our group to the attention of
dancers in the North Bay.

We dance an assortment of old standbys from
the Federation’s resources, adjusting the weekly list to
both dancer preferences and newcomers’ needs.
Masks are currently at the individual’s discretion,
although we still keep track of each dancer’s
vaccinations.

The new location has some advantages: a studio
with a good wood floor and sound system, a pleasant
staff, plenty of free parking, and it is three blocks
from the shops and eateries in Railroad Square.

For information, call or text me at 707-327-
8180; or email livingstonwilliam@att.net.

Elsa Bacher, long-time
teacher for the Santa
Rosa Dancers, in 2016.
Photo by E. Khuner.
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DAVIS INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCERS
by Claire Bradley

Davis International Folkdancers have happily
resumed weekly dancing on Sunday nights, 7-9:30
pm, at Bet Haverim Social Hall on Anderson Road in
Davis. Bet Haverim is easy to get to and there is
plenty of parking.

It costs $7 to attend, and dance cards can be
purchased, five sessions for $35 or ten for $70. Masks
and up-to-date vaccines are required. For now, we’re
playing requested dances while we decide which
dances will need to be retaught. All levels of dancers
are invited. Dances for beginners are featured at the
start of the evening.

There is also a daytime folk dance class for
beginners resuming at the Davis Senior Center on A
Street in Davis. It meets on Tuesdays, 10:30-11:30
am. The class is taught and assisted by long-time folk
dancers.

SAN FRANCISCO DANCE GROUPS
by Linda Milhoan
Changs International Folkdancers will host the
Blossom International Folkdance Festival on
Saturday, April 22, at City College of San
Francisco’s Wellness Center from 12:30 to 5:00 pm.
IT’S FREE! See the flyer on p. 10.

The program will begin with Dancing for All
Ages at 12:30 followed by regular dancing until 5 pm.
Please come and join us for a fun afternoon!

Dancing at the Blossom Festival in 2017. Photo
by L. Tucker.

San Francisco Dance Circle continues to attract
new people to the Wednesday mid-day class. Some
are returning folk dancers and others are new to group
dancing, but together we’re all moving to music and
enjoying it! We dance at Harvey Milk Center for the
Arts 10:45 am-12:15 pm.
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... AND BEYOND

WILLITS DANCERS

by Megan Wolf

Life has changed a lot since 2020 for dancers in
Willits. Jordan and I left our careers in public
education in 2021. Jordan is now a Linux Support
Engineer and I’m working on my Masters in Library
and Information Science while working at the Ukiah
Library.

Our core group of dance kids we used to take to
events is all grown up now, with the youngest in 10th
grade and the oldest in their first year of college! We
are still in touch thanks to social media. With our big
life changes, we haven’t started a new folk dance
group in Willits, but hope to start a new dance
community in Ukiah eventually. We folk dance on
Zoom and travel to the coast for English dancing in
person with the Caspar English Country dancers once
a month.

In May, Jordan and | are getting married at
Al and Teddy Wolterbeek’s dance deck. David
Newitt is going to call English Country Dancing, and
Quite Carried Away, a band from Sacramento, is
going to play. There will be some folk dancing too but
we opted for primarily ECD so more family/friends
could join in the dancing.

Jordan Uggla and Megan Wolf at
Stockton Folk Dance Camp in 2019.
Photo by L. Tucker.
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RAZZMATAZZ

by Marilyn Smith

Because our class meets on Tuesdays, every year our
dancers enjoy celebrating Mardi Gras. | bring a big
bag of Mardi Gras beads and a selection of colorful
feather masks. Some folks bring their own decorated
masks and beads. We always dance the Zydeco
Shuffle to a wonderful recording by a former Sonoma
County band, Gator Beat. The tune is Mardi Gras
Fever and fits the — :

occasion perfect-
Iy! The Shuffle is
easy enough to
teach to the new
beginner dancers so
they can enjoy this
annual tradition as
well.

Our spring
classes are in full
swing (through
May 16). | have a
surprisingly good-
sized beginners
class. The majority
of the dancers are
brand new to folk
dancing. Our inter-
mediate class has a comfortable number of members
whom | can count on to attend every class, for which |
am grateful! I love their willingness to try a few new,
challenging dances, dances that require a little more
time to learn but which bring a great feeling of
accomplishment.

In the next issue of Let’s Dance! | plan to have
an article about our annual Red & Black Ball, which
happens in March each year.

‘ e -

Ronnie McCullough (left) and
Anet Dunne at the Mardi Gras
party. Photo by M. Smith.

BERKFELEY FOLK DANCERS

by Ann Moghaddas

Welcome to Spring! So far this year we have had two

very successful events: our 39th Monte Toyon week-

end in January, and the 74th Festival of the Oaks in

February. Many people worked together to make

these events so successful. There are photos taken at

Festival of the Oaks in the Family Photo Album on

p. 6, and Clem Dickey’s review of the Festival on p. 7.
On March 17, our Class Dance Party had a

theme of Going Green for St Patrick’s Day. It’s great

to be back dancing together!

continued on p. 16
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NEW FROM AROUND THE BAY continued
And for something NEW: on Sunday,
March 19, our 8-week Family Folk Dance Class
began. With the exception of April 9 (Easter) and
May 14 (Mother’s Day), the class will meet Sundays
at Live Oak Park Recreation Center from 1:30-2:30.
For more about this class see teacher Marian Snyder’s
article in the March issue of Let’s Dance! Please
spread the word to families you know.

NORTH BAY

by Carol Friedman

The Monday Balkan/International class and the
Thursday Israeli dance classes both meet at Hermann
Sons Hall in Petaluma. Come join us!

The Balkan/International class does a mix of
beginning, intermediate, and advanced dances, and
requests are always welcome. The playlists have
included Dobrudzanski Buenek (Bulgaria) Tikho Nad
Richkoyu (Ukraine), Dzangurica (Bulgaria), and Ini
Vitui (Romania). I’ve also introduced Kothbiro
(Nigeria) and Lluba (Russia) both choreographed by
me, with lovely meditative music.

The Israeli class has been having fun dancing
Harmonica, an old classic dance that I’d somehow
never danced or taught before.

| also recently taught a couple of easy Israeli dances
including Zemer Atik and Hava Nagila at a Purim
celebration for my small synagogue in West Marin.
Who knows — perhaps some of those folks will get
hooked on folk dancing!

PENINSULA FOLK DANCE COUNCIL
by Clem Dickey
Cricket Raybern of Portland, Oregon, visited the
Palomanians in March and reviewed Barbarini’s
Tambourine, an English Country Dance with a tricky
first figure. Before leaving for Hungary, Todd Wagner
taught Andor Czompo’s Forgatés, a Hungarian
couple dance from Székelyfold in Transylvania.
Andor presented it at Stockton Camp in 1975. Many
villages in the Székely region have their own Forgatos
with eight to ten figures danced in impromptu order.
Andor’s version distilled it to three figures in a set
pattern.

Peninsula Council parties continue monthly at
St. Bede’s Episcopal Church in Menlo Park. They are
usually the second Saturday, but sometimes have to
dodge holidays:

Sunday, April 2: 3-6 pm (note the date change)

Saturday, May 13: Tea Party, afternoon

Folk DPance Party

Suvday, April 2, 2023
1:30 - 4:30pMm

Commemorating the Opening of

Ashkenae by Pavid Nadel 50 years ago

Davcing +to recorded folk davce music from the opening years

$10

Wasks required: NG5, KNA5, KFA4, Vax & boosters encouraged. No food please

Ashkenaz, 1317 San Pablo Avenue, Berkeley
Orgavized by the
Tutervational Order of Aging but Still Game Folk Dancers from +he “70s
Questions? Erik 510-A90-5197

APRIL 2023
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FROM THE LET’S DANCE!
PHOTO ARCHIVES Last month’s photo

(From left) That’s Loui Tucker, Sabine
Zappe, Susan Gregory and Jerry Gregory
dancing at the hall at the Saratoga Recreation
Center. Fourteen (!) people took the time to
email their correct answer, but the winner
who was the THIRD person to respond was
Kaela Fine. We have been unable to
determine the photographer, but believe the
photo was taken in the mid-1990s.

This one may be a challenge! | won’t reveal the
contributor who sent it, because that might be a
clue as to the identity. As always, a $25 gift card
goes to the SECOND person who can provide the
correct name. Send your answer to
editor@folkdance.com or loui@Ilouitucker.com.

We Have a Winner!

Kaela Fine was the third person to correctly identify the group of dancers in the
photo above.

She wrote, “l have been dancing since 1980 starting in Marilyn Smith’s class.
I took a break for nine years while my ex-husband and | worked as truckers all
over California. In 1989, | started dancing with Carol Hirsh and Ruth
Gundelfinger/Browns for 10 years until I moved to the South Bay.

“I’ve enjoyed dancing with the Stanford Folk Dancers, Suzanne’s Carriage
House group, and Mostly Balkan. I am currently the Treasurer of the Palomanians
where | dance every Tuesday night. You can find me at live music events as far
away as Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa.”

ol TR

a - S
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ENSEMBLE BALKANSKE IGRE

DHO'FUDIIAMNSNYMIVE

Book now!

APRIL 2023

LN
© Steve Gubin Photography

SATURDAY, April 22, 2023

Concert, Spm Balkanske Igre, Bulgarica, Charodea Trio, Krajidki Biseri-B osrian,
Kitka-Macedonian, Oko Sokolovi-Serbian, Vivanov-Bulgarian, Vishyvanka-Ukrainian, etc.
Auditorium at the Wilmette Community Recreation Center

3000 Glenview Road Wilmette, IL  §20 adult / §10 student |senior/ free if <5 yrs
Horoteka/Dance Party, 8pm, organized by Bulgarica Center, §75

Olive Fadace dinmer included - resemvations reqigred - please contact 773-231-2545

Also happening at the Spring Festival, April 21-23,2023
FRIDAY, April 21,2023, 7pm, Mini-dance workshop, davce party, $20
Ballcemila Restaureant, 414 Cakton, Des Plaines, IL

Saturday & Sunday, Dance & Singing workshops, 11am-4pm
Dance: Valentin & Tania Ivanov (Bulgarian), Galia Miloucheva (Pirin), John Kuo
{Balkan). Singing: Iliana Georgieva (Bulgarian)

Bulgarica Center, 1120 Elmhurst Rd Mt Prospect, i1,

Infoitickets: 847-858-9822, 847-331-7842, www.balkanskeigre.org
Or scan QR. Plentiful housing options for out of town guests. Program subject to change.
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Ensemble Balkanske Igre’s
58th Anniversary

SPRING FESTIVAL

April 21-23, 2023

Dance and Music of the Balkans, Eastern Europe, and Eastern Mediterranean

Enjoy the best in Balkan, Eastern European, and Mediterranean dance, music, and culture with master teachers, riveting dance
& musical performances. Sing, jam, and celebrate with friends new and old from North America & beyond!

Friday Mini-workshop & Dance Party, 7pm, $20, Balkanika, 414 Oakton Street, Des Plaines, IL

Dance & Singing Workshops
Saturday & Sunday, 11a, 1p, 2p, 3p, $10/workshop: Bulgarica Center, 1120 EImhurst Rd, Mt Prospect IL
Dance Workshops: Valentin & Tania Ivanov (Bulgarian), Galia Miloucheva (Pirin), John Kuo (Balkan)
Singing Workshops: Iliana Georgieva (Bulgarian)

Saturday Concert, Dinner, & Horoteka / Dance Party
Concert, 5pm, $20 / $10 for <18 years, Community Recreation Center Theater, 3000 Glenview Rd, Wilmette, IL
Featuring Bulgarica, Balkanske Igre, Charodea Bulgarian Wdmé&nio, KitkaMacedonian,
Kr aj i $§{Bosnid®,OlsosokolonBerbian, Vishyvankblkrainian, VivanovBulgarian, and othey
Dinner & Horoteka/Dance Party, 8pm-2am, $75, Olive Banquet Hall, 828 E Rand Rd, Mt Prospect, IL

Info/Reservations: 1-847-331-7842 or 1-847-858-9822 balkanske igre@yahoo.com
Balkanske Igre, PO Box 1418, Morton Grove, IL 60053 www.balkanskeigre.org

Plentiful housing options near festival venues - email us for details. Lodging ~10 minutes from workshops. Program subject to change.
Donations welcome: send checks payable to Eastern European Folklore Society EEFS — a portion to benefit the Bulgarian Red Cross
Note: COVID-19 safety protocols will be in effect as required by the festival venues and the State of Illinois

Spring Festival sponsored by Ensemble Balkanske Igre with support from Bulgarica, Vivanov Dance Group, and Kitka of Gurnee

Please complete and return to John Kuo, 9201 Mason Ave, Morton Grove, IL 60053 - please make checks payable
t o: fi Bal k a NGTE: EARLYYREGISTRATION + WEEKEND PASS OPTIONS YIELD SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS.

Note: Weekend pass is all-inclusive of Friday party, all workshops & Saturday concert, dinner, and

party; extra charge for Sunday dinner/party
Student  General

/Senior
Weekend Pass (for biggest discount) ___$%170 ___$190
(if postmarked by 4/1/23, $180/$200 by 4/10/23, $190/$210 after 4/10/23)
Friday evening mini-workshop & dance party ~__ $20 (included in weekend pass)
Saturday concert __ %10 ___ %20 (included in weekend pass) lower price if under 18 years of age
Saturday Dinner & Party (reservations required) __ $75 Please check if __vegetarian __vegan ___ food allergies:
Post-festival Sunday dinner/party ____$40 at an ethnic restaurant tba (not included in weekend pass)
Individual dance or music workshop __ $10 per workshop
I would like to add a donation in the amount of donations in any amount to support our programs gratefully accepted.
for a total of $
Name Cell Phone
Address Other Phone
City/State/Zip/Country

E-mail Address
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BOBBY AND SUSIE BURKE

by Billy Burke

My mother, Bobby Burke, passed away on January 1, 2023, and Susie
Burke, my wife, passed January 11, 2023.

Bobby Burke (Price, Donleavy, Stoneking) started folk dancing when
I was 3 or 4 years old. | believe her first performance was a Lithuanian
dance directed by Walter Groethe. | remember hoops with flowers on
them. By the time | was 4, my mother started teaching some of us kids folk
dances. | remember that the first dance we did was to Teddy Bear’s Picnic.

When | was 12, she started a performing group called The Polkateers.
She danced for years with Madelynne Greene’s Workshop. | was able to
join the group at the age of 15 when | met the stipulation of being taller
than the shortest lady (thank you, Teddy Wolterbeek!). After that we
danced with Grace Nicholes’ Terpsichoreans.

We attended both Stockton Folk Dance Camp and the last two years
of Santa Barbara Folk Dance Camp and the first year of the San Diego
Folk Dance Camp. My mother was also instrumental in starting
Madelynne Greene’s Mendocino Folklore Camp.

My mother was my first teacher, my first best friend, and my first dance partner. Because of her, | have
enjoyed almost 70 years studying, dancing and teaching folk dance.

Bobby Burke

My wife, Susie Burke (nee Stufflebeam), was born
and raised in the Ojai Valley. | met her at the Ojai Valley
Inn Riding Stables. Susie and | knew each other for a
couple of years before we went on a date, to a cowboy-
roping event on Easter Sunday. After dating for two years,
her mother told her she ought to “move down with that
poor boy,” because | was driving up to Ojai every
weekend. We lived together for four years and enjoyed
almost 44 years of marriage.

Susie studied dance in Ventura at the Billy Clower
dance studio. She joined the AMAN Folk Ensemble,
eventually becoming one of the directors. She was also
instrumental in the formation of the AVAZ dance group.
Later she directed AMAN?’s singers. She sang for years

The author with Susie Burke and their son. with Nevenka. | believe the reason Mendocino Folklore
Camp lasted for years beyond expectations was directly
because of Susie’s leadership. While it is true that many others joined the cause — Chris Campbell, Russell
Linscott, Tom Adams, Beverly Mann and others — Susie was the glue that held it all together. Susie also was
instrumental in the creation of The California Multicultural Arts Institute and the AMAN Society support
group.

Professionally, Susie was an Animation Checker. She worked for most of the major studios, including
Disney, Warner Brothers, Filmation, and Hanna-Barbera. She checked movies like Disney’s Oliver, Little
Mermaid, Space Jam, Quest for Camelot, The Simpson Movie, and a score of other productions.

Susie was my best friend, the mother of my wonderful son, and truly my smarter half. She would
occasionally lose patience with me, but she never lost faith.

There will be a Celebration of Life held at the Ojai Arts Center on April 29, 2023. The web
site for the full details and to make a reservation is CelebratingSusie.com.
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SAN PEDRO

Featuring:

Miroslav “Bata” Marcetic Mav 19-21,2023
teaching dances of Serbia Wigwam Hall
J |?| nd 943 Shepard St.
oan Ranimer San Pedro, CA 90731

teaching dances of Israel

Featuring the Bands
Sans Frontieres, Veselba and Tzidia

Check
IREEPETET ST Aiver was https://socalfolkdance.org/statewide.htm
developed from an original for schedule, covid regulations,
watercolor by Don Krotee. parking,registration, hotels, optional
excursions & Sunday p.m. gathering.
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Whats UpDown South?

— News from Southern California —

Harbor View Statewide Features
Joan Hantman and Miroslav “Bata” Marc¢eti¢

With the combined energy of Joan Hantman and Bata Marceti¢, Wigwam Hall will be reverberating May 19-21,
2023. Both Bata and Joanie fell in love with dance as youngsters. Joan was performing on pointe at the age of 8.
Bata sat with his mom in the audience at kolo-type performances and imagined he was on stage. As a youth, Bata
joined the ensemble KUD Abrasevic.

Joanie adopted Israeli dance as her passion while attending
Brandeis University and performed with several ensembles. She
extended her repertoire to include international, Balkan, and later salsa,
swing, and clogging. Joan performed with Collage and Mandala,
among other ensembles.

Bata and Joan also share acclaim as consummate instructors and
students of dance. Joan has served as the teaching partner for Erciment
Kilig, Israel Yakovee, and Moshe Eskayo. She currently teaches
weekly at Friday Night L.1.F.E. dancing, as well as at camps and
workshops from Ojai to New York.

Living in Toronto, Bata founded the Academy of Serbian Folk Dancing (350 dancers, 20 musicians) and
teaches at workshops and seminars worldwide.

But Statewide is more than a dance class! There will be a Sea Shanty sing-along led by musician and
dancer Toti O’Brien. One of the voices will be Joan’s. She has studied with Bulgarian and Macedonian master
vocalists in addition to choral training. Currently she sings with the band Veselba, which will play Friday evening
at Statewide.

Late breaking news: Bata’s 15-member youth ensemble (The Academy of Serbian Folk Dancing) in
Toronto is flying to San Pedro to perform at Statewide!

We encourage all attendees to arrive as early Friday as possible. Late arrivals can expect frustrating
traffic snarls. Suggestions for meals are posted on the website, socalfolkdance.org.

Arriving early? Staying a few days after Statewide?

e Spend Friday afternoon learning about the history of the Port of Los Angeles at the Los Angeles
Maritime Museum at Harbor Boulevard and Sixth Street.

e Walk along the harbor front or take the free red trolley, pick up fresh fruit at the small farmer’s
market, have lunch, and stroll through Little Italy.

e Snap a photo at the Renaissance Fountain in the Arcade building on Sixth Street before driving to
the Marine Mammal Care Center.

e Thereis a5 pm wine-tasting at The Artistry Lounge and Gallery, 491 W. Sixth Street.

e Enjoy a view of the harbor from the sunny deck of the USS lowa with a tap beer in hand. A tour of
the lowa is recommended for military history buffs or folks whose relatives served in the Navy.

e Explore Cabrillo or White Point Beaches.

After the Statewide ends on Sunday, the fun continues up the road at CRAFTED at the Port of Los
Angeles. Wander through the stalls of independent artisans, watch artists demonstrating their techniques, enjoy a
beverage at the adjacent brewery, and buy lunch from one of the food trucks on site. If you prefer a more upscale
meal, make reservations for lunch at the 22nd Street Landing Seafood Grill & Bar across the street. Next head to
the SS Lane Victory Museum ship where volunteers will explain the Victory ships’ role in World War |1, and
how Victory ships transported Korean refugees to new homes in Los Angeles after the Korean War.
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ACCOMMODATIONS FOR HARBOR VIEW STATEWIDE

San Pedro offers several basic motels and two upscale hotels. Sadly, the inn within walking distance of Wigwam Hall is not

recommended.

All hotels noted below have two beds unless otherwise noted. Mileage noted is from the Wigwam Hall. Price is per night
plus applicable taxes. Visit socalfolkdance.org/statewidetm for website links.

VAGABOND INN (2.8 mi)
215 S. Gaffey St.

$124

Microwave, fridge

Coffee & pastries Sat/Sun
Pool

-15% for seniors/AAA

AMERICAS BEST VALUE
INN (5 mi)

29601 S. Western Ave.
310-519-9900

$150

Free parking

Restaurant on site

DOUBLE TREE (2 mi)
2800 Via Cabrillo Marina
310-514-3344

$257

Restaurant onsite

Parking $15/day

GUEST HARBOR INN (2.4 mi)
411 S. Pacific Ave.

310-831-0195

$135

Microwave, fridge, coffee maker

MOTEL 6 (2.8 mi)
354 W. 9th St.
310-935-2772

$76

No parking

1 king bed

STUDIO 6 (2.8 mi)
525 S. Harbor
310-548-1080

$140

Microwave, fridge
Free parking, pool

CROWNE PLAZA LOS ANGELES
HARBOR HOTEL (2.8 mi)

601 S. Palos Verdes St.

310-519-8200

$245

Parking $15/day; pool

Restaurant onsite
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STATEWIDE 2023 REGISTRATION FORM

Wigwam Hall, San Pedro
(Please register individually, one form per person)

Last Name: First Name:

Phone: Best time to call:

E-mail: City: State:
FESTIVAL PACKAGE Children under 18 are
(Includes ALL workshops and parties; $135after prereg close¥ admitted free with a

[ 1$100 when payment received by February 1, 2023 paying adult. Young

[ ]1$120 when payment received by April 1, 2023 adults aged 19-21 can

[ ]1$125 when payment received by May 7, 2023 (final day to preregister) receive a 50% discount if
they volunteer for 1-2

All Events Saturddlorning, afternoon, and evening; $85at the dogr | hours. Work scholar

[ 1$75 All day Saturday ships are availahle
Contact Diane at

Individual Event$30 each at the door diane.baker@diandden.net.

[ 1925 Friday evening party [ ]9$25 Saturday evening party

[ ]1$25 Saturday AM instruction [ ]19$25 Sunday morning review

[ ]1$25 Saturday PM instruction
Subtotal$

Additional offeringgmeals only available with pre-registration)
[ ]1$12 Saurdaylunch ~ Gourmet sandwich, salad, fruit [ ]withmeat[ ]vegetarian
[ ]1%$25 Saurdaydinner Pollo Veracruzano or Chile relleno [ ] with meat[ ] vegetarian

[ ]1$30 T-shirt designed by Elyse Ellinger & Don Krotee
Crewneck[ ] V-neck[ ] Unisex Size [ ]S,M,L XL 2XL
All T-shirts are heather colored and include this image (right): STATEWIDE 2023

SAN PEDRO

[ ] Tax deductible donation $

TOTAL ENCLOSED

To register with this mail form Send your completed form with your check or money order payable
to Folk Dance Federation of CA, StmtBtatewide RegistréBtefanie Holzman, 5702 Kern Dr.,
Huntington Beach, CA 9263a8line registration will be available starting January 20, 2023.

Visit the Statewide 2023 link on webpage at socalfolkdance.org/statewide.htm for the latest information

about schedule, opportunities for cultural excursions, post-festival Sunday afternoon gathering,

teachers, music (bands & playlists), hotels, restaurants, parking, directions, etc. Mask and proof of
vaccination requirements will follow CDC, State, and County COVID regulations at the tinje of
the eventHarbor View Statewide is sponsored by the Folk Dance Federation of California, South, a

non-profit organization.
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Dance Research Committee: Cricket Raybern and Research Committee

Mavilim
(Central Anatolia, Turkey)

Mavilim (mah-vee-LIM) means, “My One with Blue.” It means their partner has blue eyes or maybe a
blue shirt, something blue. It was presented by Ahmet Luleci at the Dances for All Ages workshop at
Stockton Folk Dance Camp 2021, via Zoom.

Music:

Video:

Formation:

4/4 Meter  CD: Mavilim/Pink CD#7 - Track 14 or contact Ahmet Lileci for the music.
There are other recordings of this song available on the internet; search for Mavilim and
find one you like.

A search of the internet and/or YouTube will yield several videos of this dance, including
ones of Ahmet leading the dance.

Open circle, arms in W-pos (optional — hold little fingers), facing slightly R of center
moving R (CCW).

Steps & Styling: Styling is relaxed and slightly bouncy. The small kick in Figure Il is a gentle extension

forward, lifting the knee slightly first, then extending the lower leg; it is not a sharp
movement. There is some controversy over the timing of the kicks with the arms swings.
Watching the video will help clarify.

Meas

4/4 meter PATTERN

INTRODUCTION. Start with singing.
WAVLKING. Facing slightly R of ctr, arms in W-pos.

Beg R, two walking steps to R (cts 1, 2); step R to R (ct 3); step L beside R (ct &); step R
to R (ct 4). Arms bounce slightly down on each count with body movement.

Repeat meas 1 with opp ftwk in the same direction. On
ct 4, swing arms from W-pos slightly up first then down
and around to end (by ct 1 of Figure Il) with straight
elbows extended at a comfortable angle behind body
V-pos on cts &, 4.

STEP-SWINGS. Facing ctr, arms in VV-pos, arms low,
swinging.

Step R to R, arms bkwd (ct 1); step L behind R, arms fwd
(ct 2); step R to R, arms bkwd (ct 3); small kick L fwd,
arms fwd (ct 4).

Step L in place, arms bkwd (ct 1); small kick R fwd, arms
fwd (ct 2); step R to R, arms bkwd (ct 3); step L in front
of R, arms fwd (ct 4).

Step R to R, arms bkwd (ct 1); small kick L fwd, arms fwd
(ct 2); step L in place, arms bkwd (ct 3); small kick L fwd,
swinging arms up to W-pos (ct 4).

Ahmet dancing Mavilim.

Sequence: Repeat as set forth above 10 times. Get ready for the ending when hearing the lyrics “Feneri Yak
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Gidelim Mavilim.” Repeat Figure II. Optionally, on ct 4, step R to L, raising arms slowly to
W-pos.
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LET’S DANCE! @ LYRICS

The dance for the Albanian song Moj Maro, Moj Marine was choreographed by Steve Kotansky in the early 2000s.
He arranged traditional dance steps and forms from the Kolonje region of southern Albania to fit the music.

The gist of the lyrics is that someone comes into Maro’s village asking where her house is. A relative of Maro’s
husband answers the questions. The questioner is just gossiping, trying to break up Maro’s marriage (and the
alliance between Maro’s family and her husband’s family).

Ku e ka Maro-a shtépiné?
Moj Maro, moj Marine

O tek porta me llamarinené
Moj Maro, moj Marine

Tek porta me llamarinené
Moj Maro, moj Marine

Po c’jané ata qé vejné e vjiné?
Moj Maro, moj Marine

C’jané ata gé vejné e vjiné?
Moj Maro, moj Marine

Duan té prishin krushginé?
Moj Maro, moj Marine

Krushqiné s’e prishin doté
Moj Maro, moj Marine

O se kemi migési té forté
Moj Maro, moj Marine

Se kemi migési té forté
Moj Maro, moj Marine

Which is Maro’s house?
Hey, Maro, hey, Marine

Oh, the one with the tin gate.
Hey, Maro, hey, Marine

The one with the tin gate.
Hey, Maro, hey, Marine

Yes, who are those coming and going?
Hey, Maro, hey, Marine

Who are those coming and going?
Hey, Maro, hey, Marine

Someone wants to break our (family) alliance?
Hey, Maro, hey, Marine

But they can’t break the alliance
Hey, Maro, hey, Marine

Oh, because we are strongly connected W
Hey, Maro, hey, Marine

We have a strong alliance

Hey, Maro, hey, Marine 1 FOLK DANCE
That's Iy superpower!

www .folkdance.com
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The last four t-shirts for sale!

Have you seen one of these t-shirts on dancers in your area? Have you
wished you had bought one when they were available? Well, there is
still time for you to get one, assuming you’d like a Men’s size large.
We found four unsold Federation t-shirts (one gray and three dark
navy) in the Archives Locker. If you are willing to part with $10 in
order to own one, please contact Loui at loui@louitucker.com.
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST —

In addition to publishing Let’s Dance! magazine and books of written dance notations, the Folk Dance Federation
used to print and distribute a yearly calendar (1964-89). Most of them featured drawings of folk costumes by
Marian Gault or Eleanor Bacon, although the calendar printed in 1986 presented photographs of local dancers
wearing costumes. Some months noted dance events that were already scheduled such as Stockton Camp,
Statewide, Idyllwild Camp, Santa Barbara Conference, Sacramento’s Scholarship Ball, and the “Lettuce Dance”
Festival, along with holidays such as St. Patrick’s Day, Father’s Day, and Columbus Day.

Below are a few sample pages.

 Gilic

MEN'S and WOMAN'S SUMMER ATTIRE

ADRIL

Sunday Monday Tucsday  Wednesday — Thursday Friday ,J; Saturday
A

MEN'S SHIRT: White cotfon shirt with full sleeves and a
smal| stand-up collar.
VEST: Black baize vest with two black bands of braid
around the edges and on the seams.
PANTS:Black baize and made very full and short,
reaching to just below the knee. They have goid
colored trim around the pockets on the side and at
the center front.
SASH: A black sash is wrapped around the waist.
The men wear a flat dark red cap, white stickings

and opanki or red shoes with black trim. "
WOMAN'S DRESS: Of heavy white cotton with elaborate

embroiderey on the front yoke and around the

slesve edge. Three gold silR tassles are sewn

onto the lower part of the yoke. :

BODICE: The black bolero maybe decorated with brald d ; ) 3 i ol

or gold embroiderey.

SASH: A wide black sash is wrapped around the waist, —Gle

usually over cardboard, and is held in place with a

narrow ribbon of siik that has a color of their choice

woven down the middle. The ribbon is long and the ends '

are left to hang free.

APRON: The long white apron has a wide woven band at p—— 1o a 5 i 4 %

the bottom, and three creases are ironed In, evenly

spaced. )

CAP: A dark red cap with a ribbon around It, or with

gold embroiderey on it Is worn by the young maidens

for folkdancing. i ¥

White stockings, opanki or red shoes wi ack trim

are usually worn, but black shoes are becoming popular. 17 18 16 o 20 2 25
24 25 26| 27| 28 29

WOMAN

SKIRT: Black wool, pleated in back.
BLOUSE: White lace, with lace edging at neck.
APRON:
YOKE:

Gold brocade, but could be another color.

Black velvet, lined with broadcloth. It fastens
in back. Six silver chains on each side are
fastened to silver filigree rosettes at bottom

of yoke, front and back, and hang loose under arms.

BODICE: Black velvet with black taffeta leaf appliques

around edges. Square neckline arching at center
front. Ten silver buttons down front with silver
cord lacing between. Short gathered "tails" at
back lower edge of bodice.

NORWAY Nordfjgrd

HAT: Black horsehair, 6" wide, pleated onto black velvet
cap. Black taffeta ribbon tied in small bow at
neck back; ends of ribbon hang nearly to knees.

GLOVES : Black lace. Half of each finger exposed.

. Fairly high neck-
wm collar. lLong, full,
shouldars and to ou;

SHOES : Black lesther "Pilgrim" type.

STOCKINGS: White mesh

Mo

TROUSERS:
SHIRT:

Black dress.

White dress. -

JACKET :

Black velvet, lined with small white and black print.
Short puffed sleeves attached to band. Edelweiss
embroidered on each lapel. Ten silver dome buttons
down front, one at point of each lapel where lapel
touches jacket, and ome at front of each sleeve band.
Three welt pockets. Edges of front bottom, sleeve band
and pocket welts bound in fuzzy persimmon braid. Back
vent bound in same braid with two silver buttons on
each side.

pea (such
or similar
Fairly

TIE: Black grosgrain ribbon "string" type. Costumes owned and mode

: B Elsa and Frank Bacher.
HAT: F1 d fi - .
at crowned black felt with Edelweiss stuck in band Phote by MAcan Sucsh

Black leather.

&

Research sourtesy of LIESL BARNETT
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Everything in the universe has rhythm A
everything dances.
~ Maya Angelou
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This (almost) monthly publication has folk dance events in California and
elsewhere, folk lore articles, ethnic recipes and lots of good reading. To get a
Jree copy, just call Sandy: (310) 391-7382, or Email:
circulation@FolkDanceScene.org

To subscribe, it is just $18 a year for 10 issues - $10 for an Email version.
Send to Jan Rayman, 4827 Grand Ave., La Canada, CA 91011




