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Gary Anderson, leading Sandy’s Catak which he taught, at the Officer’s Ball. In the line are Marina Troost,
Vincent Taylor and John Carroll. —Photo by Loui Tucker
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President’s Message

By Memo Keswick

On this first day of 2015 I'm writing
a President’s message from Cuenca.
Ecuador! Though you're receiving 1
late from us, “Happy New Year!” We
enjoyed our own New Year's Eve
celebration and hope you had a great
one as well. Walking around before
midnight we saw lots of dancing in o
the streets and the customary burning i "3
of Old Year effigies. We’re now e
looking forward to the many cultural experiences that await us
here. Our future excursions will include traditional Andean
dances, music and health practices.

Being with the wonderful and warm Ecuadorians re-
minds me of how communities can demonstrate a welcoming
environment. In this message I'll try to share some of what
I've learned about welcoming environments in our Northern
California dance communities, My comments below are par-
tially based on conversations I've had with some of you.
These conversations were often about how things were going
in local clubs, or personal experiences throughout many years
of dancing. If you were one of those individuals who took the
time to share your thoughts with me — thank vou very much!

Here are some things I've learned, and I encourage you
to think about how they apply to your dance communities:

Smiles: Smiles from dancers go a long way to making
everyone feel more comfortable. I've personally appreciated
the many dance instructors who’ve reminded us to smile! It’s
also been great when smiling club members welcome us into
their club.

Welcomers: Some clubs have many dancers who pay
attention to welcoming new folks to their dance environment.
Other clubs take turns with a designee who will watch out for
and welcome new dancers.

Making connections: This is a broad ranging topic. It
can be as simple as asking new dancers for their e-mail ad-
dress, or giving them a brochure or business card which lets
them know how to find out more about a club. Getting to
know each other through conversation, invitations to events,
etc., can make someone feel connected to your dance group.
Of course, remembering someone’s name also helps!

Special treatment. Many clubs allow first-time dancers
to dance free their first visit. Other clubs take the time to ori-
ent a new dancer to the dance community. This is often done
by introductions to other dancers, pointing out the leaders of
the club, where to get more info, etc.

Tailored Dance Classes: Discussions about classes has
been very broad indeed. Perhaps a good way to express what
I've heard is that “tailored dance classes” are important to
dance members. This can mean classes offered are line dances,
couple dances, set dances, new dances, older dances, region-
specific dances, dances of many countries, etc. The two things
that did seem common to my discussions with you is that fun
dances for beginners, and listening to the dance interests of
members is important.

Parties: Parties bring people together. Most often these
parties are dance parties, but they are some other type of get-
togethers, like a house concert or home party with a space that

&
-

accommodates a small area of dance. Fun dance parties can
often mean the party includes food, themes, decorations, live
music, unique entertainment, quick raffles or surprise events.
Whatever works, it’s generally considered a successful party
when the dancers say it was fun! Also included here would be
having special Beginner Parties — something already greatly
encouraged by the Federation Board.

Communication: Dancers, whether newbies, regular, or
returning, must know about dance opportunities. E-lists, fly-
ers, word-of-mouth, web tools, etc.. are all typical club com-
munication tools! “Save the Dates” announcements assist
dancers to keep future dates available. Keeping all informed is
another example of a welcoming environment.

Shared Leadership: Dance groups often have a main
leader who organizes events. Others have officially elected
leaders. In either case shared leadership generally exists be-
cause there are always additional club volunteers helping take
care of events. A welcoming dance environment typically
showcases how well these folks work together.

Marketing: Marketing the activities of a dance group
begins the notion of a welcoming dance environment. Flyers
and announcements in local papers, radio, social group news-
letters, web social tools, etc., help others know a club is look-
ing to welcome new dancers.

In conclusion, I'm sure there are plenty of other areas to
discuss, ways to create welcoming dance environments. If you
feel I've missed a major one, please let me know! At any time
feel free to discuss this topic with a Federation BOD member.
It’s sure to be an interesting conversation!

As in my last month’s message I remind you of the up-
coming BOD elections. I encourage any and all to investigate
the opportunity of participating with the BOD. Our Nomina-
tions Chair is Craig Blackstone. You can reach out him or to
any of the BOD members.

In our last “Let’s Dance!” issue we described our Federa-
tion Video Challenge. Hopefully, some of you have been con-
sidering participation in it, either as challenger or challenged!
Also, your BOD is still interested to hear about the possibility
of holding Statewide 2016 in your community!

As always, remember to visit www.folkdance.com to see
all the wonderful upcoming dance events, etc., or the Federa-
tion Facebook webpage for event photos, etc.

That’s all for now! I can be
memok@saber.net or (530) 774-2287.

Happy Dancing!

-m.k.

contacted at

Letter from Martin Frost
Marcel taught me -- and many, many other people -- hundreds
of great folkdances over the years, and I am very grateful. He
spread the joy of folkdancing near and wide. Because of Mar-
cel, folkdancing has been a very important part of my life for
over 40 years.
Merry Christmas!

—Martin

You can contribute to the future of folk dancing
The Federation is a 501c¢3 organization and
your contributions are
tax deductable
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FEBRUARY, 2015 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood press@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

January 31

February 8

February 14

Feb 14 &15

February 21

March 1

March 6 & 7

March 28,

April 18

The 5™Annual Cerritos Folk Dancers Chinese New Year Festival, 1:00-6:00 pm at Holy Family
Catholic Church, Parish Hall, 18708 Clarkdale Ave, Artesia, CA 90701. Workshop theme: "East Meets
West." Master teachers: Alexandru David, and others (TBA). Info: Wen Chiang (562) 865-8854, or
CerritosFolkDancers@gmail.com.

*77th Annual Festival of the Oaks. Registration 9 am. Institute taught by Carol Friedman 9:30 to
noon, Excellent hot lunch at Noon. International dancing from 1 to 5 pm. Recreation Center Live Oak
Park (sprung wooden floor), 1301 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley Entertainment at 3 pm afternoon. Free
refreshments, Used costume sale all afternoon. $12 am or pm, $20 all day call Mel Mann for
information (510) 527-2177, meldancing@aol.com

*Peninsula Council Valentines Day Party, Saturday, 7:15 pm, St. Bede's Church in Menlo Park, with
pre-party workshop by Kaela Fine, teaching Changulovo Oro from Macedonia and Gul Aliye from
Turkey.

San Francisco Tamburitza Festival $15. Croatian America Cultural Center. A0 O" ondaga, SF. Two Days of
Music and Dancing. Feb 14: Welcome Dance 7:30 pm (Valentine's Day). Feb 15: Concert. Dancing. Sing-a-long
12 pm-8pm. The fun loving band, Sinovi of Chicago, will headline the event. Also p’.. 1g will be Sidro
Tamburitza Orchestra, Slavonian Traveling Band with Lilla Serlegi. Eszterlanc Hungarian Folk Ensemble will
perform.

*Moveable Feet. Theme: Saturday Night Fever—Celebrating the 70s; 7 to 11 pm. First United Methodist
Church, 625 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto. Contact Lucyschang@ gmail.com or Alicia@ lafetra

'Scottish Workshop and Dance' on Sunday, March 1 from 1:30 - 5:30 pm. at the All
555 Waverly St., Palo Alto.

(Friday & Saturday): ¥*Camellia International Folk Dance Festival. Friday evening party, 7-11 pm,
$8. Saturday guest teachers, $8 each session: 1 — 2:50 pm Bruce Hamilton — English Country Dance

and 3:10 — 5 pm Steve Kotansky — Balkan line dances. Special Package price: $25 for all events. Central
Methodist Church, 5265 H St, Sac. For more information contact 916-923-1555, dancesong20@att.net

(Saturday): *Camellia International Folk Dance Concert. A colorful show of ethnic dances and music for the
whole family. Sacramento City College Performing Arts Center, 3835 Freeport Blvd., Sacramento. More
information to follow. Mark your Calendars. It sold out last year! So get your tickets early! Info. Barbara Malakoff
916 296-8636 or barbikoff@mac.com or Bruce Mitchell 530-401-4013 dancebruce@aol.com Also see our web

page folkdancesac.org for the latest info.

r)“l

s Episcopal Church at

Annual Petaluma Spring Folk Dance Party with live music by Staro Vino - Saturday, April, 8-11 p.m. at Herman
Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma. Info: Carol Friedman, 415-663-9512, cjay@horizoncable.com

*Federation sponsored events.
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Folk Dance Concert

A colorful show of ethnic dances and music for the whole family!

Saturday, March 28, 2015, 3:00 10 5:00 py

Sacramento City College P *//r)nmmr, Arts Center

3835 Freeport Bivd = Sacramento * Free parking * Box Office opens at 2:00 PM
Sponsored by the Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council - The Folk Dance Federation of California - 501(c)(3) organizations.

Adult Admlssmn $15

$12 if purchased by March 19, 2015
Youth under 18 - §10

A For advance tickets call Lorraine at 916-205-7398,
f. 44 binero@frontiernet.net » For additional information see
2 folkdancesac.org or contact barbikoff@mac.com
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Greek Workshop in Sacramento
with Yannis Konstantinou

By Yvonne Couvillion

Kolo Koalition hosted a fine workshop October 8th by Yannis
Konstantinou of Greek village dances with Macedonian heri-
tage in NW Greece. Yannis began with a simple 6-step pattern
normally danced in a shoulder hold, hence the name Zaramos
or "Shoulder". The next dance was similar to the first 6 steps
of Syrtos but slowly changed direction with opposite footwork
to the left, hence the name Leothos or "Left". Then we relaxed
into the familiar 12 step pattern of Syrtos Choros. My favorite
dance of Yannis' workshop was Tis Petheras or "Mother-in-
Law", with 3 parts, all in SQQ rhythm. It began with one slow
Syrtos pattern; then 12 steps crossing in front ending in a clap;
a turn to the right, SQQ walk, cross in, 2, 3; and cross out, 2,
3. Then Yannis introduced a versatile dance pattern done in a
trio of 4-count phrases in Tso Tso, and expanded with extra
lifts after the first beat in each phrase to 5-count and 6-count
rhythms in Poustseno. He even taught a non-kicking variation
favored by women with heavy skirts. Thanks to Kolo Koali-
tion for bringing Yannis and his fun dances to our area!

Council and Club Clips

Berkeley Folk Dancers. It is a pleasure to report that BFD’s
New Year’s Eve Party was as festive as expected. The 57
dancers and their guests were welcomed by New Year’s
Greetings from all over the world which decorated the Live
Oak Social Hall in Berkeley. BFD celebrated in the time/space
continuum, doing Oklahoma Mixer at midnight CST, Teton
Mt. Stomp at midnight MST with the trumpet played by Dana
Kemp. Thanks to MC Judy Stonefield and her crew, they
filled most the requests for the All Request evening. When not
dancing, there were crowds around the snack and beverage
tables, munching and catching up on the doings of 2014. Get-
ting one more dance in before 2014 left, we gathered quickly
to join hands in a circle to sing Auld Lang Syne with Dana
Kemp playing his golden trumpet. What a wonderful way to
see the old year out and welcome the New Year!

Now, join us in Berkeley for the 67" Festival of the
Oaks at Live Oak Social Hall at Shattuck Ave. at Berryman
on Sunday, February 8. Co-sponsored by the Folk Dance
Federation of California, BFD is happy to announce that the
Institute from 9:30 am to Noon will be led by Carol Friedman
who will teach a lively mix of dances for $12. For an addi-
tional $12 from 1 — 5 pm there will be international folk danc-
ing with an exhibition performance at 3 pm. The combined
morning and afternoon sessions is $20. No partner is needed.
Esther Mann and her crew have prepared a hot lunch for a
mere $6. Attend the membership meeting and receive a free
lunch! Many of us look forward to these lunches, but we are in
the center of Berkeley’s gourmet ghetto. Another tradition is
our used folk dance costumes sale from 1:30 — 5 pm. See the
full page blurb in this issue. For more info, call Mel Mann
(510) 527-2177. —By Naomi Lidicker

RAZZMATAZZ FOLK DANCE
CLUB HAS ANEW HOME

By Marilyn Smith

Razzmatazz Folk Dance Club is pleased to announce that we
will begin dancing in our new home, Monroe Hall, in Santa
Rosa on February 3, 2015. Monroe Hall, located at 1400 W.
College Ave., has been in continual use as a dance and com-
munity center since 1922. The hall has a wonderful wood
floor, good acoustics, plenty of parking and features a lounge,
dining hall and kitchen. Long a popular spot for square danc-
ing, Monroe Hall also hosts Contra dances, Ballroom, Swing,
Cajun, Scottish, Country Western line dance and jazzercise
classes. The hall is almost like a little folk museum with arti-
facts from long ago such as horseshoes from mules, oxen, and
horses, a collection of square nails, painted saw blades, old
farm equipment and more.

Razzmatazz Folk Dance Club will sponsor a 15 week
intermediate level Balkan Folk Dance, meeting every Tuesday
from 7pm-9pm beginning Feb. 3. The class is taught by long-
time folk dance teacher Marilyn Smith. Cost of the 15 week
class is $60. For information on how to register, email: razz-
matazzfolkdanceclub@gmail.com We hope to see you on the
dance floor!
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Council & Club Clips

Peninsula Folk Dance Council

December was filled with many local dance events. December
6™, the Palomanians presented their annual Pie Party, where
requests were played between sets of live music by Vecernica.
One of the evening’s highlights was Ned Gault’s lively contra.

Palomanians completed classes for the year with a pot-
luck party on December 16. Dale Adamson from Surrey, B.C.,
who was visiting the Bay Area, was a special surprise guest.

Saratoga Folk Dancers closed out 2014 with a Sparkle
Party. With glitter, sequins, and all sorts of sparkle, there were
plenty of dances, refreshments, a December birthday celebra-
tion, and the declared winner, Melissa Miller, as the glitteriest
dancer there!

At the Christmas Night Party, our 6™ annual, at least 75
people, including dancers from Berkeley and Albany joined in
the fun and danced to the mix of requests arranged by Becky
and Adony Beniares, and Jan and John Nicoara. Hollis Radin
thanked all those who make our parties possible. “We are so
fortunate to have so many willing volunteers who make our
parties possible!”

Lucy Chang, Chair of the Moveable Feet parties reports,
"The NY Eve party kicked off with a potluck with delicious
dishes, festive decorations, never-ending food and 6 plus
hours of music and dance requests hosted by Lucy Chang and
Loui Tucker. At midnight we danced to Razgranjala Grana
(first dance of the South Serbian Suite), followed by everyone
singing Auld Lang Syne. The first dance of the 2015 was Hora
de la Soroca. Dancers from near and far enjoyed dancing and
wishing each other a happy and healthy new year.”

Heritage Festival 2015

Chairs, Adony Beniares and Ken Kaye again produced a
spectacular weekend of dance featuring live music by Agapi
Mou, dances of Moldova and Ukraine taught by Irina and
George Arabagi, and all request dancing Friday and Saturday
nights on the beautiful wood floor in Sequoia High School’s
gymnasium. An update with more details will follow in the
next Let’s Dance!

Party Updates

Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 14th, for
Peninsula Council’s Valentine’s Day Party, St. Bede’s Church
in Menlo Park, with pre-party workshop by Kaela Fine, teach-
ing Changulovo Oro from Macedonia and Gul Aliye from
Turkey. Teaching begins at 7:15 followed by dancing to re-
quests at 8:00.

On February 21, Moveable Feet is offering Saturday
Night Fever - Celebrating the Dances from the 70s. Howard
and Liz Scott plan to teach Rustemul de la Intoarsa (Mihai
David) and Sviraci will play popular dances we love from the
70s.

Qur March party, 3/21 (Note: 3™, not 2™ weekend this
month), will feature Gary Breitbard and Jena Rauti teaching a
two-time bourrée from Berry with variations, If time permits,
they will teach a special three-time bourrée from Auvergne
called Mazerier (mah-zu-ree-eh). Gary Breitbard and Jena
Rauti have been teaching traditional French country dance
music for two decades at Bay Area schools, Lark in the Mom-
ing Camp, the SF Free Folk Festival and at Stanford Interna-

tional Dancers. They studied French traditional dance at Grand
Bal de I'Europe, Festival de Luthiers at San Chartiers and
other dance workshops in France. = —By Denise Heenan

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
The Camellia International Folk Dance Festival is coming
right up on Friday and Saturday, March 6 & 7, 2015. This year
we are very excited to have two wonderful teachers with us,
Steve Kotansky and Bruce Hamilton! You won’t want to
miss this! Last year was our first time in a new home at
the Central Methodist Church, 5265 H Street in midtown. Eve-
ryone loved it! Free parking right outside the door, wonderful
floor, great restaurants in close walking distance, and a
warm ambiance. So mark your calendars and join us for non-
stop two days of fun. It starts Friday evening with a party at
7:00 pm. Then on Saturday, Bruce Hamilton teaches at 1:00
pm and Steve Kotansky teaches at 3:00 pm, followed by a
great party at 7:00 pm. See the Calendar in this issue for all
the details. For more information contact 916-923-
1555, dancesong20@att.net

The Camellia International Folk Dance Concert is com-
ing up on March 28. It is in it’s second year at Sacramento
City College’s beautiful Performing Arts Center, 3835 Free-
port Blvd. It was a big success last year, and we even made a
DVD of it (which is still for sale.) Bruce is busy lining up
the performers. We are building on last year’s success to make
it even better this year. It sold out last year, so get your tickets

early! Info. Barbara Malakoff 916 296-8636
or barbikoff@mac.com or Bruce Mitchell 530-401-
4013 dancebruce@aol.com Also see our web

page folkdancesac.org for the latest info.

Our Scholarship Ball, an extravaganza produced by
Yvonne Couvillion. It is called "The Dance Academy Awards,
A Gala Premier!” and it involves nominating your favorite
dances, and then voting on the dances by means of a $1 dona-
tion for each vote, to the Camp Scholarship Fund. On the night
of the Ball we will dance the most popular dances, with some
glitz and hoopla! It’s all in the name of having some fun, and
earning money for the fund! PLUS, there will be a perform-
ance by Tanc El Dorado, the youth group taught by Al and
Teddy Wolterbeek. The date is January 17, 6:30 - 10:30 pm,
Central United Methodist Church, 5265 H Street. The cost is
only $8.00, and $5.00 for those under 23.

—By Barbara Malakoff

NOMINATION FOR ELECTIVE OFFICES OF
THE FEDERATION FOR 2015-2016.

The Nominating Committee wishes to announce
the following candidates for elective offices for 2015-
2016. .

President: Kevin Greek
Vice President: Cynthia Lambert
Treasurer: Loui Tucker
Secretary: Clem Dickie

Nominations can also be made from the floor. The
Folk Dance Federation Board Meeting and General As-'
sembly, which includes the election of officers, will
meet in April (date not set).

Watch for more information about the candidates
in the March issue of Let’s Dance!
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Celebrate Valentine’s weekend with us. Come enjoy the music, dancing and food at the San Francisco
Tamburitza Festival on February 14 & 15. The headlining band will be Sinovi of Chicago. They are fun
loving, wonderful musicians who haven't made an appearance in San Francisco for seven years. They can
play all the kolos and plenty of dance tunes for Valentine's Day. Also performing; Sidro, Slavonian
Traveling Band and Eszterlanc Hungarian Folk Ensemble. Food will be available both days.

Two Days of Music!
Feb 14th — Welcome Dance| 7:30
Feb 15th — Concert, Kolos, sing-a-long| 12PM-8PM

CULTURAL CENTER
www.croatianamericanweb.org

: warte LSiE | Our cultural programs are fundad in part by the Caifornia Arts Council, National Endowment for the Arts. SF Grants for the Arts. SF Arts Comission, Aliance for Caliioma
ESER "'lr!s AY Tradional Arts, SF Foundation, Walter & Flora Hewlett Foundation, Zellerbach Family Fund. WA Gairbode Foundation and the Waiter & Elise Haas Foundation.



e Ensemble Balkanske Igre’s
?9% 50th Anniversary

SPRING FESTIVAL

March 26-29, 2015
International House, 1414 E 59th St, Chicago, IL 60637

(Hyde Park/University of Chicago)

Dance and Music of the Balkans, Eastern Europe, and Eastern Mediterranean
Enjoy the best in Balkan, Eastern European, and Mediterranean dance, music, and culture for 3 1/2 days with
world renowned master teachers...spectacular live music...riveting dance & musical performances. Dance on a
sprung oak floor. Sing. jam, and celebrate with friends new and old from coast to coast and Canada!

March 26-29, 2015, Thursday, 8pm - midnight / Friday to Sunday, 9am-5pm
Workshops, Parties, Culture Sessions with Master Teachers and Artists
Nina Kavardjikova, Atanas Kolarovski, Yannis Konstantinou,

Ahmet Liileci, Ventzi Sotirov, Chris Bajmakovich,
Zoya Sotirova, James Stoyanoff, & others. Program subject to change.

FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS, Concerts & Dance Parties featuring the finest live music
and dances from all regions of the Balkans and Eastern Europe/Mediterranean

Info/Reservations: 847/331-7842 or 847/858-9822 balkanske igre@yahoo.com
Balkanske Igre, PO Box 1157, Chicago, IL 60690 www.balkanskeigre.org

Plentiful housing options near campus; please contact us for details. The Spring Festival is co-sponsored by the
International House at the University of Chicago, CEERES, and the Ensemble Balkanske Igre.

Please complete and return to John Kuo, 9201 Mason, Morton Grove, IL 60053 - please make checks payable to:
“Balkanske Igre”. NOTE: EARLY REGISTRATION + WEEKEND PASS OPTIONS YIELD SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNTS.

Student
[FDCC General Note: Friday & Saturday evening concert & parties included
Seniors in weekend packages; evening dinners & syllabus are

extra. Individual workshop admission is $10/$12.
Option 1 Weekend Pass begins Thu evening, thru Sun___$200 ___ $250 by 2/10/2015  $210/$260 after 2/10/2015, $220/$270 after 3/10/2015
Option 2 Weekend Pass begins Fri morning, thru Sun ____$190 ___ $230 by 2/10/2015  $200/$240 after 2/10/2015, $210/$250 after 3/10/2015
Option 3 Weekend Pass begins Fri evening, thru Sun ___$130 ____$160 by 2/10/2015  $140/$170 after 2/10/2015, $150/$180 after 3/10/2015
Syllabus ___%20

Dinners Friday & Saturday evenings ___$30 per evening ($60 for both) __please check if vegetarian/vegan
Post-festival Sunday dinner/party w/live music ___$40 at a Balkan ethnic restaurant tba
for a total of $
Name Cell Phone
Address Other Phone
City/State/Zip

E-mail Address
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59th ANNUAL

AMELLIA INTERNATIONAL ¢
FOLK DANCE FESTIVAL

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MARCH 6 & 7, 2015
Sacramento, California

g C

GUEST TEACHERS

BRUCE HAMILTON

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE (Partner)

STEVE KOTANSKY

BALKAN DANCE (Non-partner)

LOCATION: Central United Methodist Church, 5265 H St., Sacramento
Free Parking in adjacent lot

SCHEDULE
Friday, March 6, 2015 - Opening Party - 7:00-11:00 PM - $8.00

aturday, Ma 015
English Country Dance Workshop with Bruce Hamilton - 1:00-2:50 PM - $8.00
Balkan Dance Workshop with Steve Kotansky - 3:10-5:00 PM - $8.00
Evening Party - 7:00-11:00 PM - $8.00

SPECIAL PRICE - $25.00 for all Friday and Saturday events!
All events FREE for students with student body cards!
Sponsored by the Sacramento International Folk Dance & Arts Council &
The Folk Dance Federation of California - 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
Affiliated with the National Folk Organization
For more information: www.folkdancesac.org or dancesong20@att.net or call (916) 923-1555

Jan, feb, mar
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The Federation's Dancers On Call performed at a party at IBM
in San Jose—photo by IBM employee Henry Wang

What's up, DOC?

By Alicia La Fetra

Since its creation in the spring of 2013, the group Dancers On
Call (aka DOC) has performed several times at high schools,
art & wine festivals, and other events. Its most recent exhibi-
tion was on November 12 at IBM North San Jose where an
International Fall Theme Party was held. Betsy Moore, a regu-
lar at Loui Tucker's Thursday night group, invited DOC to do
a show over the lunch hour, not only to entertain the employ-
ees but also to promote folk dancing. Twenty-two dancers
(which included 7 of Donna Frankel's Social Dance Class at
Foothill College) danced with great gusto and were very well

received. With Loui as DOC's enthusiastic emcee, the program
started with Syrtos, which was then followed by La Bas-
tringue, Chef, Cumberland Square, Tokyo Polka, An Dro Re-
tourne, and finished with Vrapceto. The audience was atten-
tive and several joined in to try La Bastringue. The twenty-two
dancers ranged in age from young adult to the seasoned vet-
eran, thereby showing that folk dancing has no age limit. An
excerpt from the show can be seen on https:/
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdBFeGn0qiE

DOC is an informal and non-professional group. There
are minimal rehearsals and members perform only in shows
that fit their schedules. If you are interested in participating in
DOC, or know of events looking for informal international
folk dancing performances, please contact Lucy-
SChang@gmail.com or go to www.folkdance.com, click on
"Dancers on Call" (under "Promotion & Publicity") for more
information. DOC's motto is "Prepared to Hit the Ground
Dancing!".

Confessions of a Dancer

Drawing by Susan Gregory

FOLK DANCE
PARTY

FOLK PAN
PARTY

TAN GHT

I got into folk dancing because my ex-wife
felt sorry for me. She suggested [ try folk
dancing as a way to find a new wife

And it worked!
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Cye on Dance by Lileen
Kolo Festival 2014

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com

Kolo (according to the Encyclopedia Britannica) is the
communal dance of some Balkan areas, the many variations of
which are performed at weddings and other festive occasions.
The name probably derives from the Old Slavic word for
“wheel”. The dance may be performed in a closed circle, in a
single chain, or in two parallel lines. Tempo varies, sometimes
within a single dance, but the kolo is usually spirited and fast-
moving,

This year’s Kolo Festival, under the tutelage of Bill
Cope, certainly was spirited and definitely a festive occasion.
There are many people to acknowledge for the 63-year run of
this Thanksgiving weekend annual event — but the biggest
thank you has to go to the incredible John Filcich. He told me,
“I just wanted to dance, so I founded the Kolo Festival”, way
back when some of us were still toddlers. I wish I could have
been there for those early days, but I'm thankful it is still go-
ing strong. And John was still teaching kolos at the age of 90,
after lunch both days of the festival. The rest of the time he
could either be found at his stall surrounded by hundreds of
ethnic records and videos, or else leading a dance or waltzing
across the floor with one of his many adoring admirers. John,
we hope to see you at kolo for many more years.

Another huge thanks goes to Bill Cope. He took over the
reigns this year and did an amazing job. Everything ran like
clockwork, the bands in the evening were fabulous, and there
was hardly any downtime. So little downtime that one minute
I was dancing in a set with a tsamiko, zagorisios and
levendikos, and the next minute hearing La Bastringue, with-
out a minute to change my brain to a different vibe. We cer-
tainly are an eclectic group! The bands in the kafana also kept
everyone happy; in fact the jam in the early hour of Sunday
morning was the best ever, thank you John Morovich and
Kafanameister Mark Angel.

The Kolo Festival had two of the most popular teachers
this year, Ahmet Luleci and Steve Kotansky. All of the classes
were well attended and “usually spirited and fast-moving”.
Steve started on Saturday morning and the post turkey funk
wore off quickly with three great Macedonian dances, Proseta
se jovka kumanovka, Jadna doca and Malesevsko oro. He later
taught some Albanian dances that were very popular, includ-
ing Vallja e Dangellishte. His culture talk was quite interest-
ing, talking about the old days touring the Balkans with Pece
Atanasovski, Dennis Boxell, and Atanas Kolarovski. He left
many nuggets of dance food for though, like, “when you do a
dance, it’s the only time it will be done that way exactly”. Or
“music and dance can lift us up and transport us to places
we’ve never been”. He talked about dancing “late on time” or
“stepping on the o of two”. He even threw in actual food — e.g.
a recipe with garlic, walnuts, oil, parsley, and anchovies.
Sounds great, as long as you like anchovies — which I do!

Ahmet’s Turkish dance classes were fantastic as usual.
He has such warmth and energy, and manages somehow to
transfer that energy to the whole group. Some of the dances he
taught were, Delilo, Inaduna, Gul Aliye (personal favorite),
Hasta oldum derdne, Aslan Mustafam and Yaylalar. Ahmet
also gave an interesting culture talk about Turkey - it’s history,

ancient and more recent. Learning that everyone in Turkey
took last names in 1922, I discovered that Luleci means white
stones, meaning his ancestors were probably stone artists. He
related some dance stories too, and more about what is a
“real” dance, re: how a dancer doing a funny movement out of
boredom during a 45 minute dance discovered later that he
invented a new dance.

During the day music and singing classes were taught by
Corinne Sykes, Maria Bebelekova, Michele Simon, and John
Morovich. Kudos to all the amazing, fabulous bands that
played Friday and Saturday evenings, Trio Zulum, Zabava,
and especially one of my favorites, Black Sea Surf who played
two Turkish sets with Ahmet leading some of his classic
dances. Thank you to the Bitov and Tam Jam, the lively Tam-
burica with John Morovich and Friends and the Kolo Festival
band. Also thanks to all the bands that played in the Kafana,
the Slavonian Traveling Band, Da Mozhem!, Barbara and Jim
and Trio Mio.

Where would Kolo be without all the volunteers who
work behind the scenes, coordinated by the indefatigable Jan
Rains? Jan, you are the best! Also thanks to Kaela Fines who
did pre-registration. Not to mention the delicious food served
this year by Cristos. A thanks to the nice bartender at the
Croatian Center, too! Lastly to all the attendees, who I hope
had a great time and will continue to enjoy Kolo Festival far
into the future. Next year bring a friend!

Cheers,

Eileen

Carol Friedman’s Winter Dancing Schedule
Happy New Year!

Hoping to see you on the dance floor in 2015 - here's my
class schedule (plus some upcoming events):
Petaluma International Folk Dance - Mondays 7-9:15 p.m.,
January 5-May 4 (no class April 6); Herman Sons Hall, 860
Western Avenue, Petaluma / $65 for the 17-week session or
$7 drop-in. Beginner lesson at 7 p.m.; intermediate/advanced
lesson around 8 p.m.; plus lots of time for dancing to old/new
favorites and requests. Register at the first class or by mail to:
Snap-y Dancers, 483 Swain Avenue, Sebastopol 95472.
College of Marin International Folk Dance-- Wednesdays
2:10-3:30 p.m., January 28-March 11 (no class February 26),
College of Marin, Kentfield, PE Building #22 / $54 for the 6-
week session (CRN#0292). Register at: http://
marincommunityed.com
Festival of the Oaks - I'll be teaching at this annual event on
Sunday, February 8, 9-5 p.m. (Institute instruction 9:30 a.m.-
noon, dancing to recorded favorites 1:30-5 p.m.) at Live Oak
Park Community Center, 1301 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley;
$20 for the full day
Annual Petaluma Spring Folk Dance Party - Saturday,
April 19, 8-11 p.m., at Herman Sons Hall, 860 Western Ave-
nue, Berkeley; live Balkan music by Staro Vino plus dancing
to old/new recorded favorites; admission $10

All welcome - beginners to advanced dancers, newcom-
ers, all ages. Great fun, great music, great company, great ex-
ercise!

Come join in the fun-

Carol
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Part two

The beginning of folk
dance in California

By Larry Getchell, Past President of the Folk Dance Federa-
tion of California, for the years, 1948-1949. Adapted from the
Publication: A History of the Folk Dance Movement in Cali-
Jornia. Published by the Folk Dance Federation of California,
Inc. 1995,

(Extracted and abbreviated somewhat by Gary Anderson, Edi-
tor. There are low quality photos in the original, I've removed
them and comments about them.)

Of special mention is that Madelynne Greene first exhibited
her famous “Hambo™ act at a Berkeley Birthday Party.

Many dancers have come and gone since those early
days of the Forties but the following are still active members,
attending Thursday night dances regularly: Arlene Krentz,
Henry Koopman, Dottie and Jake Kemp, Ted Layman, Ruth
Bittman, Gwen and Art Meader and Al Kuchins. (This was in
1995 when the article was written—Ed.)

We would be remiss if we failed to mention the names of
George and Connie Moncharsh. They were both active in the
early organization of BFD as well as hard workers for the Folk
Dance Federation of California. Both are now gone but they
should not be forgotten.

Thursday night, during those years as well as for those to
come, was the general dance night at Berkeley, corresponding
to Friday night at Changs. The floor was not too large and it
sloped a little. Many were the complains of the members about
“The crowded condition on Thursday night” But it didn’t keep
anyone away.

Scene from the Berkeley Folk Dancers 1948 Birthday
Party “Sinner’s Ball”. The scene is set in Hades where Walter
Grothe, President of the Folk Federation of California (Played
by Henry Koopman) has done all possible to expand folk
dancing here on earth. He turns his attention to the nether Re-
gion.

Numbered among Berkeley’s best men dancers, during
the Forties, were Buzz Glass, John Bittman and Henry Koop-
man. Their specialty was doing a great Russian prysiadka,
being able to spring down with bended knee from what ap-
peared to be a sitting position, extend alternately, first one leg
straight out and then the other. About this time there was a
great story making the rounds about Buzz Glass that seems to
be worth telling, although we cannot vouch for its authenticity
and will leave it to the participants to deny it if they so choose.

The Berkeley Folk Dancers, so the story goes, were do-
ing an exhibition for some cause or other and the performance
was to take place on a very narrow stage with a deep orchestra
pit in front. Buzz was slated to do his special Hopak, a Rus-
sian dance calling for a series of prysiadkas. The stage being
narrow, he felt there was a chance of losing his balance and
falling into the orchestra pit. Before going on he called John
Bittman aside and said, “John, you stand in the wings and
should I fall into the orchestra pit while doing one of those
prysiadkas, you just jump right in and finish the dance for
me.” All turned out well as fortunately Buzz did not fall into
the orchestra pit. His main concern was, “The show must go

on, come Hell or High Water”. What? No paramedics?
Forming the Federation

Again, speaking of Buzz Glass, it is at this point in time that
his name is etched in the Folk Dance Hall of Fame, or would
be if there were one. It was 1942 and he was teaching school
in Lodi, the land of tokay grapes. During the month of May
the American Legion sponsored a weekend picnic which at-
tracted several thousand people. They were anxious to have
the folk dancers demonstrate American and European dances
for them. To this end, Buzz drafted a letter which he sent to
the various clubs of which he had knowledge, inviting them to
Lodi to participate.

A copy of this letter, addressed to Song Chang of Changs
International Folk Dancers is a part of this history along with a
copy of the program and other pertinent material. The re-
sponse and enthusiasm can be measured by the number attend-
ing, between100 and 150 folk dancers, this despite gas ration-
ing because of the war.

Lodi, California
Npril 15, 1942

Subjects Polk Daneing Festiwal
Place: Micke's Crove, Lodi
Time1 Sunday, May 3, 1942—2 to § PR
:r- Cl
Chang's International Folk D
I. Ay C. Hall ° TR
San Franeises, California

Dear Sir;

Each year the Lodi Post of Ameriean Lerion sponsors a w
T d rd
in Kay, and this yeir we have becn dnvited to demonstrate M;:;:; e
European folk dances for them. This picale draws a crowd of several thousard
people, and affords a pood opportunity to promote intorest in folk daneinr.

Ve are cordially invitins ¥you to brine as m
Ay ting ] ny of your dancers as ikl
to join in this eslorful folk duncinr festival. We plan to have all thzo;:lk ©
dann:ra.dznco fron tws to five p.m, Sunday, pressnting a prosram of sole
::d.gﬁdnuﬂ'm dancas in ﬁt\.cen rerular dances. Do you have any rroup
bers you wiuld like to prasent? e would aprreciste it i
would plan one or two numbers for the program, B e

This will be an inforral affair rwith the danei
T fal ne taking place on the lwm
of the grove, Pleise brin- a pienie lunch vith you, T " b
te sure and have all dancers wear their ::m:t’.u.'.':es’.":1 § SRR

Croups from San Frincisco Falo Alts ¥allejo, Berkeley, 5an Jose
v 1 14 se, Chico
and Stocikuon have been :r.vit.n-.d'ar.r‘. t’ y2 -3 -I' eas : f ¥ !
£e2k daacers ok A i we anticipste at least one hunared fift

This 4s a rood oppartunity, we believe, to mather toreth
o L ] er leadera of
folk dareing in Narthern California to dl.n::::a t.Il;e masiﬁiw of forzin- a
Folk Dancin: Lezrue, be should like to fora an orpanization for ©ntactine
::}1::;’::}: dmei.n_; Ercurs and exchansing idecs a darices, also visit -
3 Crouza in order to procots educatisnal and ree aneing
in Northern California, Lay we lave your opinion? PRSI T g

Yay 3 1s just two short mecks awy, and ne would t
ay ol ng spreciate knowd s so0n
g ;-:W:.j;i: ‘l::.w i:-nmru- da?mﬂ ::u plan to brin- and alse your prorraa mr:.{-.'.b:rs.
Othera who are interested in comi = e
ot s e ng please let them know

the
If we can furnish any further particulars pleass let us know
L - . If you
come by bus let us know the time of arrival end kow many to expect and :": shall
®oe that transportation is furnished froo the depot to the Crove.

We are arodously waiting for May 3 when we ma
inp 2y all pather together under th
big Qaks in Micke's Crove for our pieniec and dance routiiu.l. v J

W Cordially yours,
)

£ Ay,
A

A similar letter was sent to various folk dance groups in the
Bay Area. (Reduced in size)

Dancing was to take place on the lawn at Micke’s Grove
but at the last moment it was necessary to move to Lodi Lake
Park. Dancing was scheduled to take place between the hours
of 2 and 5 pm. Prior to dancing, leaders of the various groups
met with Buzz to discuss his suggestion to form a Folk Dance

(Continued after the next page)

Henry Glass, Dirsdter
Lodi Folk Dancing Group
Needham: School, Lodd, California
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FESTIVAL

1L0DI, CALIFORNIA

May 3, 1942

PROGRAM

DANCFS - FORIATION COUNTRY

Group I: Let's Get Together

Farandole - French
A single line wealk and mrch in sor-
pentine. B - - -
Badger - American
Prgressive.couples, double circle.
Korobuska - Russiem
i Double circle, women inside

],' Progressive Schottische - American

Double cirele.

DXITRFISSION I

Palo Alto Folk Dancing Croup -
Exhibition of Americen Dences.

Crouo II: Sming 'em right and awing 'em left,
s7ing arcuzd shov some heft.
Sicilian Circle - American
Deutle circle, fours.
Little Y¥ap in a Fix - Danish
Triple Schotti sche - Swedish
Crasted H2r - Danish :
Heel Toe Polka - Arerican

DITIRITISSION T

Folk Dancers -
Taves of Tory - Irish
Hopak - Russian
Ruth Ruby and Henry Glass.

Lod

Croup III:

Captain Jinks - Americen
Single cirele.

Square Dances - American
Divide the Ring
Texas Ster
Request
Reguest
(Caller - Cliff Rather)
Gustev's Skoal - Swedish
Quadrille

INTERMISSION III | -

7. ", C. A. Folk Dancers =
Squere Dances - Americen
Cowboy Dences - Americen

Crour IV: Gypsy Life is Cay mad Free.

Kohanitska - Rusalan

Dauble circle, couples.
Cracoviac - Polish

Doutle circle, couples.
Russian Polka - Russian

Double circle, couples.
Hgnbo - Swedish

Double circle, couples.
Ace of Diamonds -

INTERMISSION IV

Berkeley Folk Dancing Group -
Americen Square Dances

Tarantella - Henry Glass and June Rhodes
Arronged by . Glass
(Collage of Pecific)
Croup V:

Sarba - Rumenian

Single Line.
Denish Schottische, Progressivc = Danish
Virginia Reel - Double circle.

Dance Program of the Ma)

3, 1942 Testival
(Reduced

Spenish Trlt: - Spanish
Double eircle, couples
Vingierka - Hunperian
i Dowle circic

CINTFRITTCIOY /

Cheng's Inmtermational -
Hopak ar Scherr.
Cscrdes - (Arranged by Y, Gless)
June Rhodes and Henry Clcss

Groun V1:

Segonische - Ruszien

Doubie circle, couples.
Swiss Schottische -

Deutls eireln, cowples,
Scven Jumps - Denish

Sirgle circle, men only.
Swedizh Foner S~bottische - a

Double eircle, couples.
Highlund Schottische - Scotch

Double eircle, couples.
Irish Tilt - Irish

Double circle, couples.
Eleking - Swedisl

Doutle circle, courles.

EXTHAS AliD REQUESTE

i Sponsored by . . . 4+ o+ » -Ladi Dancing Grour

; CBASTIED + o « o o o = o o = = = = . Henry Glass

Registration Committec . . + « « » » Juni Rhodes

Grounds Cormittee + + + + » s « » + » M. Borron

. + « » Frances Farnell
. « J. Upten

Corrospondence , - - - -

Costume . . .+ -

s & o m o = s = ® ¥ =

in Lodi.
in size)

California

































