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STATEWIDE 2014—The Honeybee Bash! Barbara Bevan, Denise Heenan, Donna Clark, Bill Lidicker and Louise Lidicker

In the back, unknown, Clem, Claude and Susan Akana, Cindy Blackstone, Mary Victor and Martha McCorkell
—~Photo by Gary Anderson
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Interested in the video of the

flash mob at Statewide?

As of June 19, the video of the flash mob at Statewide was
in the editing stages. The goal is to have it posted by the
end of June. Check the folkdance.com website for the link.
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President’s Message

By Memo Keswick

By now you know that the
Let’s Dance! President’s Mes-
sage is always due a month
before the coming issue. July/
August is coming up, so June
1st is my deadline! Lucky for
me I’m doing contract work in
Sacramento the Tuesday eve-
ning immediately post State-
wide 2014. I'm sitting in my
hotel room happily reminiscing
about the weekend. In fact, all
today I was distracted by
thoughts of the people, dancing and events we Just experi-
enced in Palo Cedro/Redding, CA. Therefore, I’ll take some
time straight off and crow to the world.

Ca la dance! Ca la venue! Ca la excursion! Ca la flash-
mob! Ca la food! Ca la teachers, Sonia, Cristian, and Roberto!
Ca la Chubritza! Ca la Julie, Lenore, and all their wonderful
Redding dancers! Ca la Federation Board of Directors (past &
present) and everyone else who helped put on this great and
successful event! Last, but not least, Ca la all those who came
and danced.

I'll have more attendance stats to share later, but I al-
ready know that dancers came from both Northern and South-
emn California, as well as Nevada, Utah, and Oregon. There
was a waiting list but due to cancellations, everyone on the
waiting list was able to join the festival!

Some other important take-a-ways from the festival are:
Both North and South Federation officers were installed. We
welcome Kevin Greek as our newest Federation Board mem-
ber, taking over the role of vice president. Kevin has been
doing some great work with San Jose's Silk Road Festival
including an international folkdance flashmob, and is ready to
focus his energies in the area of social media.

The Southern California Statewide 2015 dates and venue
are set: May 29-31, 2015 at Balboa Park, San Diego and Yves
and France Moreau are already confirmed as teachers. Stay
tuned for more announcements.

It’s hard for me to believe but since planning requires
considerable future thinking we are already thinking about
where to hold Northern California’s Statewide 2016. Would
you like to have the support of your Federation in promoting
International Folk Dance in your community? One fabulous
way to do this is to host the Statewide 2016 in your area. Dis-
cuss this possibility now with your dance leaders, and then
discuss it with us! Your Federation wants to hear from you as
soon as possible.

I could spend a lot more of my message space on State-
wide 2014. However, I'll leave that to the rest of you who’ll
share your perspectives, photos, and experiences via Let’s
Dance! articles, our social media websites, etc. Meanwhile,
I'll continue to enjoy its afterglow!

With Statewide 2014 behind us, summer events are open
before us. We hope to see you at, or hear about, one or more
of the wonderful summer tours, cruises, camps, or festivals.
Check the issues of Let’s Dance!, or www.folkdance.com for
their announcements. As mentioned before, there are many

music and/or dance camps in the Mendocino Woodlands,
there’s the California Worldfest in Grass Valley, and there’s
Stockton Dance Camp the end of July. You do not want to
miss the Stockton Dance Camp this year! There are so many
great teachers scheduled! See www.folkdancecamp.org for
more details and how to register!

At the time of this writing www.folkdance.com events
listing shows the Federation Officer’s Ball 2014 that will hap-
pen again in Livermore, at the Veterans Hall November 15.
Lucy Chang is our Committee Chair for this event so please
reach out to her about its planning or your willingness to vol-
unteer help. We had a fabulous time last year and it was a
great opportunity to showcase several dance teachers from our
communities. Stay tuned for more about this year’s Officer’s
Ball, November 15th.

Also listed is a Sunnyvale New Dancers Festival on Sun-
day, June 29. Don’t miss it if you're in the area, and bring one
of your wanna-be-a-dancer friends. How’s your own New
Dancers Festival going? Do you know that your Federation
offers support for such events?

Four other topics I'd like to address in my message: (1)
Federation involvement, (2) youth musicians and/or dancers,
(3) “middle-aged” dancers, and (4) developmentally delayed
adult dancers. First, Federation involvement is actually a lot of
fun. Yes, it does seem daunting to take on another responsibil-
ity that reaches beyond our own community. However, life is
rich and full, and working with fellow Federation Board mem-
bers provides very special opportunities. Seeing people year
after vear at festivals truly becomes more meaningful when
you've worked with them on Federation events. Socialization
outside the dance floor can be a great thing and is true to the
cultures behind folk dance traditions. My wife and I have
found being part of the dance planning also leads to tips about
good books, places to visit, places to eat, ideas that help pro-
mote world dance in our communities, etc. Sometimes it
makes faster connections for transport to/from events, new
music, and even good wine, coffee, tea, or cake! Psst... Don’t
say it too loud but these days Federation work happens not
only in person at dance events but a lot happens over the inter-
net and phone! Thank you ahead of time for considering par-
ticipating on the Federation Board or its committees, support-
ing Federation events and New Dancer Festivals, scholarships,
etc.!

Of course, if more social participation is the last thing
you want, or resources are limited for your traveling outside
your own area, think about promoting Federation membership
to others. New Federation memberships are like diamonds to
us. New members shine brightly and we know our beloved
international folk dance gets to spread out even further.

Another way some of you have been participating is by
donating money. I still have to catch up on my thank you let-
ters regarding donations to the Federation especially since we
are a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization! I want to say now that
the entire Board of Directors is so appreciative of those who
have donated money. Donations have come in different
amounts, at different times and in different ways. EVERY bit
of it goes a long way to keeping our dance alive and vibrant.
Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Youth dancers or musicians: How can we continue to
promote these folks? I've heard (but not had time to confirm)
that the famous Shingle Springs Wolterbeeks are once again
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JULY/AUGUST, 2014 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

June 28

June 29

Moveable Feet United Kingdom Theme Party. 7-11 pm, St. Bede's Church on 2650 Sand Hill Road,
Menlo Park. $7 donation. Denise Heenan and Craig Blackstone reviewing several fun dances. For info,
contact LucySChang@gmail.com or Alicia@LaFetra.com.

*New Dancers Festival Sunnyvale Recreation Center, Presidential Ballroom, 550 East Remington. Free

July 5-12

July 20-27
July 27-Aug. 3 site for more info at folkdancecamp.org

Aug. 10

Mendocino Folklore Camp. World Dance & Music Workshops. Info: mendocinofolklorecamp.com

Stockton Folk Dance Camp. Two identical weeks! University of the Pacific, Stockton. Visit the web

Little Festival of the Redwoods Potluck picnic at 12:00 & 5:00 p.m. at Armstrong Redwoods State

Park picnic grounds. All request dancing 1:45 - 4:15 p.m. at Guerneville Elementary School gym, 14630
Armstrong Woods Rd. Donation $5.00. Info: Elsa 707-546-8877 or bacherelsa@comcast.net.

August 23

Moveable Feet—Hot Dances of the Summer Camps/Workshops. 7-11 pm, St Bede’s Church on Sand

Hill Road, Menlo Park. For info, contact LucySChang@gmail.com or Alicia@LaFetra.com.

November 15 *Save the date!!! The Officers Ball is coming. “Anything Goes!” A Cornucopia of Dances.
Livermore Veterans Memorial Hall, 522 S. L Street, Livermore. For info contact

LucySChang@gmial.com

*Federation sponsored events.

leading high school folks to dance. At this last April 27th San
Francisco Blossom Festival there was a Children’s Dance Ses-
sion followed by a Maypole dance! I've also seen the youtube
video of young San Francisco musicians and dancers playing
Setnja and other tunes for fellow club dancers at Changs.
Mendocino Woodland camps are producing/encouraging
young musicians and dancers. Of course, the Greek Orthodox
Churches are also fabulous examples of helping youth learn to
enjoy both dance and dance performance. Is there any cross-
over for us there? What other examples are there? How can we
support youth dancing in your community? I’d love to hear
your ideas.

My third topic is “middle-aged” dancers. I’ll let you de-
cide exactly who qualifies as a “middle-aged” dancer! My
point is that there is a plethora of them out there. In my experi-
ence, 1 continue to dance with folks who have raised their
families and now have more time to devote to themselves.
Some folks have come to our Chico dance events who retired
and then moved to our area. Previously, they were dancers in
other California communities. Others dancers who are new to
us remembered doing international folk dances in school. Still
others are busily exploring new leisure activities. I had one 50-
year-old student who never learned to dance but was tired of
not trying to learn!

Surely, one key is to market, market, market our dancing.
Almost every week I send out e-mail Public Service An-

nouncements to every local radio, newspaper, magazine,
chamber of commerce, etc., that might list our upcoming
activities. Teaching dance through our local Recreational
District has also introduced me to many new middle-aged
folks! Access to the Recreational District advertising has
been tremendously helpful in attracting new dancers. Finally,
doing international folk dance at local general fairs or festi-
vals helps people know about us. But, make sure you have
your promotional material ready to hand out there!

My fourth and last topic is about teaching developmen-
tally delayed adults. I've been asked to teach world dances to
a group of developmentally delayed adults. I've never done
this before but do look forward to this exciting opportunity.
I'm still waiting for the Department of Justice background
check and whatever other personnel matters that need to be
resolved. Meanwhile, I continue to ask all my fellow dancers
for their ideas. suggestions, knowledge of related resources,
etc., regarding this future dance opportunity. I extend my
deep appreciation to those who have already given me great
ideas for which dances to teach. You know who you are!

Feel free to conmtact me at memok@saber.net |,

Your Federation President for one more year,
-m.k.
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SAVE THE DATE: OCT. 17-18-19, 2014 —
CELEBRATE THE 30™ ANNIVERSARY
OF THE VERY POPULAR HESS
KRAMER CAMP’S REVIEW WORK-

SHOP WEEKEND

By Beverly & Irwin Barr

Don’t miss this exiting weekend. You will enjoy many of the
teachers that have taught at this workshop weekend sometime
during the last 29 years and who will be with us to celebrate
and teach us a few more dances. During these years many
dancers and teachers have written and expressed how they
love the October Camp Hess Kramer Workshop Weekend.
They have expressed how much they love the camp and how
much they love the teachers who come to teach us new
dances. And how much they love the outstanding food that
this camp is known for and the friendly group of dancers and
the camp staff. We can hardly wait to see our Camp friends
from year to year and dance and dance and dance. Our excite-
ment has been growing each year for 29 years of this very
enjoyable and worthwhile weekend.

We will keep you up to date with camp information, in-
cluding the teachers that will be with us for this special 30"
Anniversary celebration. Updated information will be in the
Folk Dance Scene and Let’s Dance magazines.

This is a very special camp with its own personality. It is
a beautiful place to be in Malibu, CA, with outstanding food,
consistent excellent teaching, fun theme parties and the won-
derful friends we have added to our life. If you have never
attended, give yourself a treat and join us this year. Give your-
self a chance to be a “happy camper” and experience this

camp for yourself. There is a special feeling that exists that
makes the camp and the people an unforgettable part of your
life, We all go home talking about the great food, new friend-
ships, and of course the new dances we learn, and don’t forget
the fun and excitement of the Saturday night Theme Party, and
the great bargains at the Silent Auction (we always go home
with a treasure). The theme for this year will be announced at
a later date.

This popular International Folk Dance Workshop Week-
end is held every year in October at Camp Hess Kramer in
Malibu, CA. Plan ahead and be there for this 30t Anniversary
year and another memorable camp experience. You don’t want
to miss it.

Look for the flyers and applications beginning in the
June/July issue of the Scene and the July issue of Let’s Dance.
Prices include accommodations, dance workshops, all meals,
snacks, happy hour. parties, a silent auction and dancing ,
dancing. dancing.

For information or flyers, please call Irwin or Beverly at
310-202-6166 or 310-478-4659 or dancingbarrs@yahoo.com
We all look forward to seeing each other at camp.

"y w
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Dance Federation

ERS BALL
tbing Goes!
omucopia of Dances

Saturday, November 15, 2014

Livermore Veterans Memorial Hall
522 9. L Street, Livermore, CA

~ Confact LucyoChang@gmail.com for more info!

SAVERT LI ERDANEY
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Council & Club Clips

Berkeley Folk Dancers. Fri., July 18 Fun Night. The Begin-
ners Class will be hosting the Party at the Live Oak Social
Hall on Shattuck at Berryman in Berkeley from 7:30 — 10:30
pm. As usual the fun, music and dancing will be augmented
with beverages and snacks. All this for $5 for members and $7
for non-members! For more details call Al and Claire George
510-841-1205.

On Wed., Aug. 6, BFD is pleased to announce that Roberto
Bagnoli will lead a workshop at Live Oak Social Hall on Shat-
tuck at Berryman, Berkeley, from 7:30-9:30 pm. Fresh from
Stockton Folk Dance Camp, join us for $6 for members and
$8 for non-members and see a master teacher in action and
learn some of his dances. Contact Lone Coleman 520-529-
4120.

BFD will not be holding regular classes for the last two
weeks of August (August 18-22 and August 25-29). Consult
the BFD Website in August for full schedule and more details
for each of the following events. All events will be held at
Live Oak Park Social Hall, Berkeley. The special events at
Live Oak Park are:

Thurs., Aug. 21st -- Albany - Y will hold an all request
night at BFD from 7:45-9:45 pm

Fri., Aug. 22nd - Our regular request night from 7:45
-0:45 pm.

Mon., Aug. 25th -- East Coast Swing Workshop with
Kit Skeoch from 7:30-9:30 pm.

Tues., Aug. 26th -- East Coast Swing Workshop with
Kit Skeoch from 7:30 - 9:30 pm. We hope to see you there.

Pricing to be determined -- consult the BFD Website in Au-
gust for amounts for each event.

Swing workshop details. Hopefully everyone attending
the Monday workshop will know the basic swing step in both
the open and closed positions. It would be best if you can at-
tend both days as the Tuesday workshop will build on what we
learn on Monday. For the most up-to-date information, see
berkeleyfolkdancers.org in August.

BFD’s dance year begins with a bang on Tuesday, Sept.
2 with our New Beginners Class immediately after Labor
Day. Tell all your friends about this and that dancing begins at
7:45-9:40 PM. Registration is scheduled for 7:30 PM at Live
Oak Park. So tell everyone to mark all their Tuesdays! Details
will be in the September issue. Contact Al and Claire George
510- 841-1205.

As usual, no dancing at BFD on July 4 or September 1!
—Naomi Lidicker

Welcome new members
Alicia La Ferta reports the following new members:
Balkanske Igre
¢/o John Kuo
P.O.Box 1157
Chicago, IL 60690

Julia Hubert
Walnut Creek, CA

Helen Brown & Jeff Lidicker
Berkeley, CA

In Memoriam

Barbara Summers
10/30/37 — 11/26/13

Barbara Summers was a Modesto Folk Dancer for 30 years.
She and her dance partner Floyd Davis began a Scandinavian
performance group, Scandi Dancers, 20 years ago. When they
retired the group became the Village Dancers of the Valley.
Barbara chaired a Statewide Festival in Modesto in 2004 that
was enjoyed by all who attended. She was a regular attendee
of Kolo Festival and often of Folk Dance Camp. She danced
for many years with the Livermore Dancers.

Several comments sent for her memorial service held
Jan. 11th were: ‘She was a lovely dancer and infused great joy
into her dancing.” ‘Her enthusiasm for the dance was so infec-
tious.” ‘Barbara’s knowledge of the steps and styling will be
missed.” At her memorial service January 11th, dancers per-
formed Joc de Leagane — a beautiful dance she had taught. She
leaves two children Glenn and Terry Anderson, three step-
daughters Jody, Sally and Wendy Summers and several grand-
children. She had a Bachelor of Arts Degree in English and a
teaching credential. was a computer instructor at the library,
and had worked as an office manager. She loved designing
and sewing costumes for performances and her passing leaves
a hole in our valley dancing.

By Judy Kropp, Coordinator
Village Dancers of the Valley

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
Our Annual Membership Barbeque and Dance is coming up
Saturday, August 23, 2014, 5:00 - 10 PM. This is a great way
to get back into the swing of dancing in a very relaxed and
satisfying way under the stars on a great dance floor. All are
welcome to join in on the fun at the Wolterbeek Ranch, 3100
Ponderosa Road, Shingle Springs. For info call Barbara
Bevan, 916 923-1555 or Lorraine, 916 205-7398 or email
dancesong20(@att.net.

We also have published a new "Where To Dance" list,
which you will find in this issue. So if you find yourself in
Sacramento, you can drop in on a dance group almost any day
of the week. We are planning updates to our web page,
(folkdancesac.org) and facebook page (facebook.com/
sac.fdance).

We had at least 18 Sacramentans at the wonderful State-
wide in Palo Cedro outside of Redding. It was a blast, and we
give kudo's to all those involved!

We have a beautiful two-disk video available of our now
famous, Camellia International Folk Dance Concert, held in
March 2014. It has the entire concert, filmed from on-stage.
It is very interesting and entertaining. It shows all 12 groups
and 14 acts. Contact Barbara Malakoff at bar-
bikoff@mac.com for details. We are already working on next
year's Camellia Festival Concert, as well as Workshops and
Parties, so stay tuned!

Bruce Mitchell is starting a beginner class on Tuesday
evenings, called Introduction to Folk Dance. He is hoping to
grow folk dancing in Sacramento. We will report. For info,
barbikoff@mac.com.

—Barbara Malakoff
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Memorials

Page Masson
1922—2014

It is with deepest regret that I inform you of Page Masson’s
death from a fall with a broken neck. She was 92 years old.

For 40 years she conscientiously served as Treasurer for
the California Folk Dance Federation, under many Presidents.

Charlie and Page loved animals. They had three dogs and
a huge stone dog at the entrance to their cozy home. Page vol-
unteered at an animal welfare thrift shop.

Page had a passion for black and white cows. Her house
was literally covered with them. If you saw one you had to
buy it. Jim bought her a wooden black and white cow with a
rope tail.

Every June Charlie and Page hosted us to a garden party
potluck. We appreciated Charlie’s efforts for setting it up for
30 folk dancers. Page served Lasagna, wine and home made
bread.

Page co-hosted, with Elsa Bacher, the June Rose Festi-
val. The most danceable program you could wish for.

Dear Page is impatiently waiting Charlie’s flight to
heaven where they will be waltzing on cloud nine.

Lovingly submitted,
Irene Oxford

Norm Tiber

Norm Tiber lived with his wife Anne in Los Osos, California,
just west of San Luis Obispo. The two of them lead the south-
ern-most Federation folk dance club - The Bay Osos Folk
Dancers. Though in good health, he was felled by a massive
aneurism the end of March of this year. Ironically, Norm
wrote an article about himself for April issue of the Folk
Dance Scene, the magazine produced by the Folk Dance Fed-
eration of California-South. He may not have lived to see his
article in print.

Norm was first exposed to dance in Brooklyn, New
York, but really didn’t embrace it as a life-long activity until
he came to California where he attended classes lead by Sam
Mednick, Beverly and Irwin Barr, as well as those held at Café
Danssa and various venues of the Westwood Folk Dancers.

He and his wife moved to Los Osos in 1996, eventually
took over the dance group that the Mednicks had started there,
and the group has been going strong ever since. Norm also
taught folk dance classes at Cal Poly at San Luis Obispo for
ten years. Later he became enamored of Argentine Tango and
that was his main dance focus in most-recent years.

The Folk Dance Federation is a 501(c)3 organization
Federation members donated in the last several months:
Monetary donations = $336
In-Kind donations = $100

Total donations = $436
Thank you! Every dollar donated helps the Federation to con-
tinue its mission of education, promotion and support of Folk
Dance across California. Remember, all donations are tax de-
ductible. Please consider making your donation.

New Mexico August Global Dance Camp
By Karen Walker

The 31st Annual New Mexico August Global Dance Camp is
happening July 31-August, 2014 featuring Bulgarian and Ca-
jun dancing with guest leaders:

Petur Iliev, a Bulgarian born teacher and choreographer.
Petur has been dancing since age 5 and has trained thousands
of young dancers in performing arts schools and dance insti-
tutes around the world.

Glenn Laigast & Lori Bertaut, both South Louisiana na-
tives. They have been successfully teaching Zydeco, Cajun
Jitterbug, Cajun Two-Step and the Whiskey River Jitterbug for
many years.

In addition to these fabulous dance teachers, we will
have live Bulgarian musicians:

Angel Dobrev was born in the town of Omurtag, Bul-
garia. He has played gadulka since the age of 9. He graduated
in 1996 from the Phillip Kutev" Music School in the town of
Kotel, Bulgaria. He continued his music education in the
Academy for Music and Dance Art in the town of Plovdiv. He
was a soloist of the representative folk orchestra of the Acad-
emy and has participated in many competitions and concerts.

Petar Aleksiev was born in Varna, Bulgaria and gradu-
ated from the "Philip Kutev" Music School in the town of Ko-
tel, Bulgaria, specializing in gaida (bagpipe). He received a
Master’s Degree in gaida with Honors from the Academy for
Music and Dance Art. He has performed with the Academy's
orchestra, as well as many other bands - both in Bulgaria and
abroad. For two years he accompanied the acclaimed women's
choir "Le Mystere Des Voix Bulgares". Petar frequently com-
poses music for dance groups and orchestras. He is a member
of the International Organization for Folk Art at UNESCO.

Do you want a fabulous four-day camp experience where
you will not only learn Bulgarian and Cajun dance, but also
come to great parties each evening, meet some wonderful new
folks, and spend time in our lovely Land of Enchantment. If
so, then please join us.

For information email Regine Dubay at danceinnewmex-
ico@gmail.com Or check out our website: SWIFDI.org

Let's DanceI—JULY/AUGUST, 2014, page seven



Great Dancing at the 49™ Anniversary Spring Festival,
University of Chicago International House

By Diane Baker

Chicago Spring Festival is an irresistible package! At what
other festival do you get the chance to have classes with
Atanas Kolarovski, Ahmet Liileci and Ventzi Sotirov, all on
the same weekend, to dance to the music of Chris Ba-
jmakovich and other virtuoso musicians, and to attend cultural
sessions presented by Alex Markovi¢? The classes, culture
corners and parties surpassed my expectations!

The prospect of dorm rooms not being available at “I-
House” this year deterred some folks from trekking to Chi-
cago. Festival chairman John Kuo promised me a dorm room
2 blocks away and transportation “home” at the end of the
party. He reserved a block of rooms at several dorms on cam-
pus, and I enjoyed staying at the friendly McCormick Semi-
nary Guest Residence.

The weather forecast called for continuing blustery
weather in the Midwest when I mailed my registration and
booked air transport. I did wear long underwear under my skirt
for the early morning walk to I-House.

Mounds of snow along the walkways reminded me that it
was barely spring. No one skipped classes to sunbathe on the
lawn, which was still scraggly and brown.

New this year was Saturday evening dinner at the Cedars
of Lebanon Kitchen, a 5 star restaurant in the Hyde Park
neighborhood. Course after course of delicious Mediterranean
dishes rounded our table. After dinner we enjoyed the festival
concert, which featured 12 accomplished local music and
dance ensembles. The high level of skill and musicianship of
performing groups in the Chicago area is due to the substantial
population of Eastern European Americans, including former
members of state dance ensembles and orchestras. My favorite
performance was by Ellas. The male dancers exceeded each
other in executing athletic, entertaining feats. (Each dancer of
Ellas must keep an orthopedic surgeon on speed dial!) Among
the audience were various consulates and dignitaries, plus
friends and relatives of the performers.

The highlight of Spring Festival, the Saturday Evening
Dance Party, followed the concert. Veselo Selo played kolos
in the lounge while chairs were removed from the dance floor,
then the musicians led us into the great hall. Throngs of danc-
ers filled every corner of the dance floor. Young and old,
“ethnics” and recreational dancers, parents and grandchildren
took hands and moved together. Any dissension—current or
historical—between political groups was far removed from the
camaraderie, smiles and sweat we generated together. The
giant windows of the great hall were opened. Chris Ba-
jmakovich and Muzika4U, Angel Dobrev and Konstantin
Marinov, Jim Stoyanoff & Orchestra Balkana, Balkanski
Ritmi and others played for dancing until 1 am.

Only a dozen of us were on the dance floor at 9 am on
Sunday for Ahmet’s first class. Late arrivals put down their
coffee cups & pulled on dance shoes for another day of
classes. Alex Markovi¢’s cultural session Saturday featured a
spotlight on how the paired dances Syrtos and Balos are
danced on various Greek islands. He examined the differing
musical instruments, styling & step patterns and rules of who

leads and who dances with whom on Naxos, Andros, Sifnos
and Kithnos. Video he recorded, plus other sources, provided
visual comparisons. Alex’s Sunday culture hour reprised his
doctoral studies--wedding customs among Rom and Serbian
communities in the region of Vranja, Serbia. Sunday afternoon
included reviews of festival dances. Numbers dwindled as
folks left to catch flights and carpools home. Balkanske Igre,
the festival sponsor (and source of volunteers who coordinated
the nuts & bolts of the event) celebrated their success at a final
dinner and dance party at the Adriatic Restaurant.

Northern Californians outnumbered us southerners
among attendees at Chicago Spring Festival. They include
Michael Lipsey, Eileen Menteer, John Burke, Keiko Trenholm
and Fusai Senzaki Carroll. Atenas taught and demonstrated his
dances with precision, but as we dance he broke into a solo of
beautiful improvisation. Fusai continued leading the line.
When Atanas again took the lead his feet were creating new
patterns. He looked at Fusai to get back “on” while saying,
“She makes mistakes.” We always responded with laughter!
Fusai prepared the dance notes for the syllabus and edited the
video of Atanas, Ventzi and Ahmet, for which we are all
grateful. Southern Californians included Carol Smith of Ojai,
Dr. Jatila van der Veen and myself.

A bonus of attending spring festival is the opportunity to
enjoy the architecture, art and culture of Chicago. One year
Memo Keswick arrived 5 days in advance. My strategy is to
arrive a day or two early each year. I enjoy walking through
the University Quadrangles and gazing at the impressive
buildings. One could spend an entire day browsing campus
bookstores—Powell’s, O’ Gara, and Seminary Book Coop. It
wasn’t raining so I bought a book at Powell’s and continued
my walk. Also on or near the campus are the Oriental Institute,
Robie House (designed by Frank Lloyd Wright), the science
museum, and a lovely path around the lake. The next morning
I caught the Metra commuter train to Millennium Station and
enjoyed exhibitions at the Cultural Center and the Art Insti-
tute. Next year’s cultural plans: the Field Museum and an ar-
chitectural tour of the city.

Spring Festival could not take place without dedicated
volunteers and sponsors, primarily the Center for Eastern
European and Russian/Eurasian Studies, International House’s
Global Voices, and the Ensemble Balkanske Igre. Next year
will be the 50" anniversary of Spring Festival and chairman
John Kuo promises an even richer offering of music and
dance—possibly beginning on Thursday March 26", Lodging
will not be a concern. Even if the guest rooms at I House are
not yet available John has found numerous other facilities on
or near campus ranging from shared rooms at $25.00/night to
the Hyatt! Bookmark the website, balkanskiigri.com, and save
the date!
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Maria Kuo, Atanas Kolarovski, Keiko Trenholm (from Sacramento area), Milentije "Gica" Gicic, Dr. Jatila van der Veen (Santa Barbara),
Prasad Patel, Fusae Senzaki Carroll (Sacramento area and teaching assistant for Atanas), Ahmet Luleci, Mathews and Dr. Rosalee
Salinas Camacho. In the background are Linda Smith, George Davis, Greg Canfield and Stephanie McDaniel.—Photo by John Galia
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Choreographed dances!

Additional thoughts on Loui Tucker’s article about choreo-
graphed dances

By Howard Young

The reality is, if you are doing a dance, it is a “real” dance.

Years ago, I was at a live music event. As the band
started playing a Paidushko, multiple lines formed, with danc-
ers doing different versions. After joining in, a dancer next to
me said, “let’s get out of this line, and form a line doing ‘the
real’ Paidushko.” I informed this person that every line was
doing a real Paidushko.

This situation arises because various master teachers
periodically provide us with new arrangements of figures to a
fundamental rhythm such as a Pravo, Rachunitsa, Gankino,
Paidushko, etc. We get in the line that does the version we like
or find familiar. The ‘real’ dance for a one person may not be
the ‘real’ dance for another. It is often the one she/he learned
first. Were all the dances real? Yes. Were all of them a cho-
reographed arrangement of steps? Probably.

In the 1970’s, after graduating from college, with a mi-
nor in dance, and receiving a teaching credential, I taught folk
dancing professionally at local colleges and universities.
Teaching dance was my vocation and my sole source of in-
come. Like any business, success and survival depends upon
key elements and practices. I took my occupation seriously
and constantly analyzed and evaluated the components that
were critical to success. In order to survive, my classes had to
be fun, popular and engaging. The curriculum had to ensure
that the diversity of students had a positive learning experi-
ence. Whether I was teaching a beginning International class,
an advanced Balkan course, a Ballroom class, or was involved
with a performing group, there were certain key elements nec-
essary for positive results:

- Steps, footwork, and movements had to be physically
attainable.

- Figures or patterns had to be easily learned or eventu-
ally mastered.

- Music and rhythms had to be heard, felt, enjoyed, and
understood by participants.

Of these, I feel music is the most important. If you can’t
feel it, you can’t dance it. Every dance that has become popu-
lar, is currently the rage, or becomes the next new fad is due to
the music. If we love the music, it motivates us to want to con-
tinue to do the dance. The music (or song) is either beautiful,
melodic, fits the steps (a.k.a. flow), or has a driving rhythm
that compels us to move. All of our ‘famous name’ dance
teachers have figured this out and have created dances or steps
that fit the music. A newly introduced dance has no chance of
survival if the audience cannot find the rhythm or feel the mu-
sic.

We must remember that we are recreational dancers.
Every dance we do, whether learned at a weekend workshop,
on a tour, or at a camp such as Stockton FD Camp, Mendocino
Camp, EEFC Balkan Camp, Pinewoods, Rikud, etc., is a
dance comprised of traditional steps, usually elemental to a
region. This is why we pay to go to camps and master classes.
We want to learn the styling appropriate for the region (or sub-
cultures within a region), hear the music, and learn about eth-
nic groups within a country.

When a master teacher finds a wonderful piece of music,

assembles interesting sequences of steps, and teaches us the
dance, is the dance ‘not real’?

It is interesting that some teachers admit to this. Others
remain silent or say the dance is an “arrangement of steps
based on fundamentals unique to the region.” Does it really
matter? If we like the dance, we dance it. For me, I find it
quite refreshing and stimulating when a dance teacher says,
“this music is so fantastic that I had to do something with it.”

The editor’s thoughts on Choreography
By Gary Anderson
Some personal thoughts on choreography.

I know that the professional teachers have a need to
come up with new dances to teach at the various camps and
seminars and they do so to greater or lesser success. There are
a few who don’t need to write dances—the Scandinavian and
Greek teachers for instance, although even with a rich re-
source to draw on, some do.

There are teachers who make a conscious effort to teach
authentic folk dances, but, sadly, they are too few but much
appreciated.

I have friends who delight in learning new dances for the
joy of doing something new. Perhaps I’m becoming jaded, but
learning something just because it is new doesn’t have a hold
on me. I want to have some quality in a dance. I agree with
Howard—a dance needs to have good music, the music needs
to go to the dance, it needs to feel like a dance, the steps need
to be logical and not contrived as so many new dances do.

What does bother me is that in their eagerness to have
something new to teach, too many local teachers don’t give
much attention to the quality of the dances they teach. They
and their pupils fill the request dance lists with unimaginative,
boring, similar dances. Sometimes with nice music that really
has no connection with the dance.

Don’t get me wrong, some of my favorite dances are
probably choreographed. But they dance! Or have a flow and
music that makes you want to do something. An example is
Cesto. It is done to the Horo from Kyustendil, played by the
great Bulgarian accordionist, Boris Karlov, with the Emil
Kolev orchestra. I followed this behind the lines at Marcel’s
for years before I could get a teach of it. Now, there are those
who will say that Cesto (or Cestoto if you prefer) means com-
mon dance and was done all over Bulgaria, the various vil-
lages doing different steps. That when Marcel Vinokur and
Yves Moreau sat down and put the various steps together the
modern dance was born (this was at one of the seminars Mar-
cel once held).

I have been told so many things that have turned out to
be myth, I don’t really know what is truth or not. But in any
case the Cesto we do undoubtedly was, to some extent, cho-
reographed. Even though it is a called dance.

Probably a better example is Cekurjankino. But here
again, what is myth and what not. Yves Moreau, Dick Crum
and Dennis Boxell all did research in Cekur and all taught the
same dance!

It beats me. What is choreographed and what not? I don’t
know and I don’t care. I just know that when I love a dance
and love the music, I want to do it.
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front, Sonia Dion and Cristian Florescu behind.—Photo by Joe Croco
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Adony Beniares and Luiselle Yakas cut a rug. Barbara Bevan on
left in background—Photo by John Nicoara

The teachers doing their thinRoberto Bagnoli and Julie East in
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Some impressions of
Statewide 2014

An enormous success!

By Gary Anderson

One word—WOW! Earlier on they had been concerned
whether they would get 70 preregistrations but that went out
the window as more than 130 people finally preregistered! It
was a very nice and pleasant crowd. Over 140 actually showed
up.

The teachers were Cristian Florescu and Sonia Dion
teaching line dances and Roberto Bagnoli teaching couple
dances. Their dances were very well received and we will
probably see some of them at various parties. We danced one
large circle to learn the dances and then went to two circles for
doing them. It was crowded but we managed. The air condi-
tioning worked very well, but later in the afternoons dancer
heat caught up to it a little.

Not enough can be said about the proficiency of the staff.
Julie East and Lenore Frigo were co-chairs. And we saw them
everywhere. They were constantly on the move, dealing with
problems, big and small. And, considering the huge crowd,
everything flowed smoothly. A wonderful job. The support
staff were superb.

There is a large dining room next to the dance floor and
that was where we went when needed to have a sit down, there
being little room for chairs on the dance floor. The facility was
very nice, lots of onsite parking, a very good dance floor and
an excellent kitchen. The kitchen provided imaginative
lunches, serving an excellent Romanian lunch on Monday.

Palo Cedro is where the dance facility is actually located.
It is on the way to Lassen National Park and I took a rest one
day and went over to the Park. A very pleasant drive and an
interesting Park. I was taking a rest so I skipped the hikes
friend Chet Wright suggested.

Chubritza played for the evening parties, Saturday and
Sunday nights. Chubritza is one of the most popular live music
groups for dancing and they were certainly up to par at State-
wide. (They played a very nice Ada’s #1 that I danced with
Louiselle Yakas, not a dance I would expect a live music band
to do!) This is truly a very talented group.

Chubritza! Craig Kurumada, Kroy Rubin, Rick Kruse, Janet Finney
-Krull, Meadow Bell and Linnea Mandell
—Photo by Gary Anderson
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