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Front row: Gloria Cote, Carol Friedman, Kerstin Stauffer, Risa
Aratyr; Back row: Judy McVey, Bob Loheyde, Evelyn Nitz-
berg, Karen North, Cliff Ives, Norma Giddings.

The Snap-Y Dancers Holiday Party had a great crowd. The live
music was by Santa Rosa Vecherinka. The band members: Bar-
bara Babin: gadulka & vocals, Jim Avera: gaida & vocals, Ken
Genetti: tambura and Caelan Genetti: kaval & tupan.

-—Photos by Gary Anderson

Passing the Torch—Mel Mann at his retirement party §
(from conducting tours, not dancing), where he
welcomed the new owners of “Dancing on the §
Water” tours, David and Marija Hillis. Mel had a
very good turnout with everyone who had been on
one of his tours or had wanted to go invited.

On the left are Judy Stonefield and Katherine Abbott g
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President’s Message

By Memo Keswick

Well, I must say that the No-
vember 2013 San Francisco
Kolo Festival was fantastic.
You know how great it was if
you attended! Certainly, many
Federation members, both
North and South, were present.
The day after the festival my
wife and I had a great time
reflecting on all the wonderful
moments, The event had won-
derful dance and music teach-
ers, live music, camaraderie, e
and opportunities for public participation in making the music
(Tam Jam) as well as dancing to it. It was great dancing with
friends, seeing young to older dancing together, helping new
dancers feel comfortable on the dance floor, hearing live mu-
sic that sounded better than the original recordings (to us, any-
way), and having a drink in the kafana while talking with
friends or watching musicians perform. As the saying goes, all
this was music to our ears.

The main bands, Trio Zulum and Chubritza, did such a
great job playing for the dancers. I wonder if my Federation
Presidency would allow me to submit Trio Zulum and Chu-
britza to be California International Folkdance Ambassadors.
If only this could be true. Kudos goes out to all who made this
62™ Annual Festival a huge success.

SAVE THE DATE: Speaking of Chubritza, don’t miss
them at our Federation Statewide 2014 (May 23-26) in Red-
ding, California. This fabulous group of musicians with a tre-
mendous repertoire of dances familiar to us all will be playing
during those four days. Their skill in performing the music for
these dances may well lose you in the moment. Statewide
2014 teachers will include the fabulous teaching of Sonia Dion
and Cristian Florescu teaching dances of Romania as well as
Robert Bagnoli teaching international folk dances. Mark your
calendar now, because you don’t want to miss this weekend-
long event! Information about registration and pricing will be
coming soon.

Our Federation website www.folkdance.com always has
a list of great up-coming dance events. As I write this message
I see several December holiday dance parties as well as festi-
vals in January and February. Federation dancers do know
how to have fun! I encourage you to share photos and thoughts
about these events on our social media sites that I listed in my
President’s Message last month.

On January 10-11, 2014 the 64™ annual Heritage Festival
occurs in Redwood City. Agapi Mou and Stockton Kapela will
be playing and Erica Goldman will be teaching. Check out the
promotional material for details. This will be yet another great
festival. Don’t miss it!

At the Heritage Festival there will also be a Federation
Board meeting. Stop by and meet your current and incoming
Board members. I am pleased to announce that I'm awaiting
January concurrence by the Board for Federation members
that Alicia La Fetra, Marija Hillis, and Craig Blackstone will
officially be joining our Federation Board. Alicia will be tak-
ing over the duties of Membership Committee Chair, Marija

will heading up the Promotions Committee, and Craig will be
our Nominations Committee Chair. Many thanks go out to
each of them for lending their talents to Board work. Also,
many, many, many thanks go out to both Marion Rose who in
January is stepping down as a Chair of the Membership Com-
mittee after almost six years, and to Dan Unger who previ-
ously stepped down as the Promotions chair.

Happy Dancing and hope to see you soon on the dance
floor, -m.k.

Music & Concert Schedule for Laguna
February 7 — 9, 2014, Playing in the Kafana Friday evening:
Zimzala kicks off the party, Veselba Bitov plays Bulgarian &
Macedonian dance tunes and Atlantic Crossing closes the
Kafana with international favorites.

For the Friday after party in the gym, Zimzala plays in-
ternational folk, colored by surfer sounds & surprises.

Saturday evening party: Dance request hour for Early
Birds, Interfolk plays international dance melodies throughout
the evening.

Hurok accompanies reviews of Steve Kotansky’s Hun-
garian dances. Magic Strings accompanies reviews of the Ara-
bagis’ Ukrainian dances.

John Matthew, DJ extraordinaire, hosts an after party.

Sunday afternoon party: Julith Neff hosts the Steve
Kotansky Greatest Hits Hour.

Madison Avenue Folk plays 6 dance tunes to start the
post concert party. Dancers’ requests close the festival

The Festival Concert on Sunday at 1:30 p.m. features the
following ensembles: Scandia, Mei-Ling Lee Chinese, Gypsy
of LA dancing an Italian Suite, Pisti kai Agape Greek, SAY
Folklorico, Syrtaki and George & Irina Arabagi.

Folk Dance Classes in the North Bay

Petaluma Snap-y Dancers - Mondays 7-9:15 p.m., January 6-
May 5 (no class April 14), Herman Sons Hall, 860 Western
Avenue, Petaluma

College of Marin - Wednesdays 2:10-3:30 p.m., January 29-
March 12, PE Building #22, College of Marin, Kentfield

Villa Marin Senior Class - Thursdays 10-11 a.m., January 9-
16-30; February 13-20, Villa Marin 100 Thorndale Drive, San
Rafael

First Wednesday Line Dancing - Wednesdays 6-7 p.m.,
January 8, February 5, March 5, April 2, Dance Palace, 503 B
Street, Point Reyes

Info: Carol Friedman, 415-663-9512, cjay@horizoncable.com

http://carolfriedmanfolkdance.blogspot.com

Balkan Folk Dance class offered through Razzmatazz Folk
Dance Club is on Tuesdays from 7pm-9pm. The spring ses-
sion will begin on Tues. Feb. 4, 2014 and run through May
10.. It costs $54 for the 15 week session Class meets at Lomi-
tas Schoolhouse, 2124 Lomitas Rd. in Santa Rosa. Info: razz-
matazzfolkdanceclub@gmail.com

For my beginner class through Santa Rosa Jr. College, here
is the info for Spring semester: Dance 40, Intro to Folk Dance,
Wednesdays, 3:00pm-5:00, Jan. 15 - May 21, one unit of
credit. Register at: http://www.santarosa.edu/ beginning on
Dec. 16. $66 (includes all fees).

San Rafael Greek Kristalli Papadopolous, 415-570-1841
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JANUARY, 2014 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dancel,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

New Year’s Eve Party at a new venue, Barrett Community Center, 1835 Belburn Drive, Belmont, One block from

Ralston Ave. Time: 7-8 pm is potluck, bring a favorite dish. Moveable Feet will provide drinks, utensils
and cake. 8-12:15 all-request party with MCs Lucy and Loui. Questions? Sponsored by the Moveable
Feet Club. Contact LucySchang@gmail.com or Loui@Louitucker.com. Donation: $10.

2014 January *Heritage Festival—New location: Sequoia High School, 1201 Brewster Avenue, Redwood City.

10 & 11

January 18

January 25

Friday party—January 10, 7 pm to 10:30 pm. Saturday Institute—1:30 to 4:30 pm. Saturday party—
January 11, 6:30 to 10:30 pm. Information Ken Kaye kenkaye46@yahoo.com, Adony Beniares,
beni@pacbell.net See ad on next page P

Hungarian Dance-House. 3 pm - 12 am. Croatian American Cultural Center, 60 Onondaga, SF , CA
www.croatianamericanweb.org This FREE event is done in partnership with Hungarian Heritage
Foundation with support by the California Arts Council. Learn the dances in the afternoon. Dance at
night. See performances by Kovirag, Eszterlanc Hungarian Folk Ensemble, Mazsola and Tihanyi Laci.
Dance through the evening with Forras, the most exciting tanchaz band on the West Coast. Enjoy
traditional Hungarian food and drink.

The 4™ Annual Cerritos Folk Dancers Chinese New Year Festival, 1:00-6:00 pm at Holy Family
Catholic Church, Parish Hall, 18708 Clarkdale Ave, Artesia, CA 90701. Workshop theme: "East Meets
West." Master teachers: Erica Goldman, and others (TBA). Info: Wen Chiang (626) 500-5035, or
CerritosFolkDancers@gmail.com.

February 7-9 Laguna Beach Folkdancers announce the instructors for the 44th Annual Festival. Steve Kotansky

February 9
Feb 14-16

March7 & 8

May 23-26

will teach dances of the Balkans & Hungary and George & Irina Arabagi will teach dances of

Moldavvia and the Ukraine. Festivities feature: Dance party with concurrent recorded & live music +
tasty ethnic food, Friday evening; Workshop sessions Saturday morning & afternoon; Dance party &
Early Bird Request Hour Saturday evening; Workshop review session Sunday morning; Concert followed
by All Request Party Sunday afternoon. Details, lodging & registration flyer at lagunafolkdancers.org
contact 714 891-0788 or info@LagunaFolkDancers.org Festival location, Ensign Middle School Gym,
2000 CIliff Dr., Newport Beach, CA 92633, is near John Wayne Airport.

*FESTIVAL OF THE OAKS, Sunday, 9 am to 5 pm. Live Oak Park Community Center, Berkeley

San Francisco Bay Area Scandia Festival, Petaluma CA featuring Swedish dance teachers Bengt &
Britt-Mari and Swedish musicians Andstroms. Weekend package for all workshops and dances

$90. Please visit our website for more information by Googling: Scandia Festival Petaluma.
Registration begins 12/3/2013 on the Scandia Festival Petaluma website.

*58th Annual Camellia International Folk Dance Festival - Friday party 7-11 pm, Saturday Work
shops with Lee Otterholt teaching Scandinavian Couple dances 1-2:50 pm AND a Balkan Line Dance
Workshop 3:10-5:00 pm. Saturday party 7-11 pm. The Central United Methodist Church, 5265 H Street,
Sacramento. Each event $8.00 or $25.00 for all events. FREE for students with

student body card. Sunday concert to occur on a future date later in March. 2014.

*May 23-26 (Memorial Day Weekend) Statewide 2014 Redding: Come up for the Honey Bee Bash!
Friday evening party, classes and parties on Saturday & Sunday, reviews on Monday. Teachers: Sonia
Dion & Cristian Florescu and Roberto Bagnoli. Live music by Chubritza. IOOF/Rebeka Hall 22551
Silverlode Lane, Palo Cedro, CA 96073. Info: Julie (530)-547-4071 or tazeast@frontiernet.net

*Federation sponsored events.



- 64" year — Bigger and Better -

Heritage Festival

January 10 and 11, 2014

New Location, Hours and Features!

Erlca Goldman
Agapi Mou P -

Susan Worland & Friends

Saturday Night

Frlday Night

' There will be Live Music on both nights, PLUS your recorded music requests.

(1 Erica Goldman, who taught the highest rated dances at 2013’s Stockton Folk
Dance camp, will be teaching a variety of Israeli dances at Saturday’s Institute.

(J Erica will teach the partner dance ‘Mischak Hadmaot’ and will choose among the
non-partner dances ‘Baleilot Hakayitz Hachamim’, ‘Zemer Nuge’, ‘Katonti’, ‘Olam
Male Ahava’ and ‘Einchat Haadama’.

(J We'll be dancing in a bigger room with a great wooden dance floor.

(1 Donation request of 510 for each evening’s party and $15 for Saturday’s institute.

Sequoia High School, 1201 Brewster Ave, Redwood City, CA
Friday Evening Party — January 10, 7:00pm to 10:30pm
Saturday Institute with Erica —January 11, 1:30pm to 4:30pm

Saturday Evening Party —January 11, 6:30pm to 10:30pm

The Heritage Festival is sponsored by the Peninsula Folk Dance Council
and the Northern California Folk Dance Federation.

The Federation Board Meeting will be held at 10:30 on Saturday. All are encouraged to attend.
email Ken Kaye (kenkayed6@yahoo.com) or Adony Beniares (beni@pacbell.net) for more information
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44th Annual FEBRUARY 7-9, 2014
LAGUNA FOLKDANCE FEnsign Intermediate School Gym.
 FESTIVAL 2000 Cliff Dr., Newport Beach CA,

info@LagunaFolkdancer5£rg; www.LagunaFolkdancers.org; (714)313-2933; (714) 893-8888; (949) 646-7082

Presenting Master
Teachers

Steve Kotansky
dances of Hungary and
the Balkans

George &lIrina Arabagi
dances of Moldavia and
Ukraing

A VARIETY OF BANDS
will provide LIVE MUSIC throughout the
week-end .
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday evening $16.-
Dance Party in Gym with recorded music, requests and a bit of introductory teaching 7:30-12:00
also: KAFANA, in separate room, more intimate setting, live musicC........cceonvnnnisenserne 7:30-10:00
Saturday Sunday
all dance events $15.-

Morning workshop........cccccu.. 9:30-11:30 $11.- | |ReVieWs...covivveiveereceniercccreeeeeene 10:00 - 11:30
Afternoon workshop............... 1:30 -4:30 $14.- || optional catered lunch (see below).11:30- 12:30
EVENINg.......cocvreveererererererrrennns 6:30 - 1:00 $17.- | |Steve Kotansky’s Greatest Hits........ 12:30 - 1:30
Includes: “Early Bird Special” all request hour, | [Dance Concert.........ccoeueuiriiniciininnnns 1:30 - 3:00

Evening Dance & Afterparty Dance Party.....c.ccocvveeeerniinereniesiinenns 3:00 - 4:30

Optional catered lunch in the Gym on Sunday must be ordered by 12:00 noon Saturday
selection of premium prepared sandwiches, salad and bakery items $12.-
Motel info:
PASSPORT FOR ALL EVENTS: e I
Travelodge, 1951 Newport Blvd. Costa Mesa
355.- before Jan. 24; $65.- at the door
: : i $69.12 (1-2 people, 1 bed) or $85.32 (up to 4 people,
SYLLABUS: 83.- with advance registration; 2 beds), tax included.
8.t thedoar (EDF file) (949)650-2999 Mention Laguna Folkdancers.

.........................................................................................................................................................................

Register in Advance
Names for badges
Number of passports x$55.- Number of Sunday lunches
Number of syllabi (PDF) x$3.- x$12.-
Number of syllabi (paper) x$ 3.- Total check $

Your email address (preferred) or phone #
(for confirmation and PDF syllabus)

L

Mail with check (before Jan. 24) to Laguna Folkdancers, 1524 Vivian, Newport Beach, CA 92660
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Council & Club Clips

Berkeley Folk Dancers. There still may be time to join our
traditional New Year’s Eve Party on Tues. Dec. 31 at Live
Oak Park Social Hall at Shattuck and Berryman, Berkeley
from 9 pm to midnight. $5 for members and $7 for others for
this most joyous evening. Contact: Judy and Neil Collier 510
-524-2671 or (judithcollier@gmail.com or
neil1335@gmail.com).

BFD celebrates its 73" birthday with its traditional din-
ner dance. Our Birthday Ball will welcome the new members
into the club with a short ceremony on Saturday, January 18,
The doors at Live Oak Park Social Hall at Shattuck and
Berryman, Berkeley, will open for “Viva Italia!” at 5:30 pm
with dinner served at 6:00 and dancing beginning at 7:30 until
10:30 pm. Who knows who will show up? An emperor or
two, perhaps an Italian movie star, chef or an opera diva?
Come and see, and party for the entire evening for $20.00.
Dance only may be enjoyed for $10. For the second year there
will be a silent auction as it was enjoyed by all last year. For
more details contact Yvonne Weiss at yvon-
nem2(@sbcglobal.net or 510-524-5436.

This year the Festival of the Oaks is on Sunday, Febru-
ary 9. Co-sponsored with the Federation. Details in the Feb-
ruary Let’s Dance. Save the date.

Please note that BFD is not dancing on January 1.
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

—Naomi Lidicker

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
We have reinvented the venerated Camellia Festival, which is
now in it's 58th year. We had been sponsored by CSUS (Sac
State) for about 20 years, but financial issues forced us to
leave. The New Revised Camellia Festival will take place on
two separate weekends from now on.

The Workshop portion of the Camellia Festival will be
on the traditional March 7-8 with Lee Otterholt teaching
Scandinavian Couple Dances Saturday morning, and Balkan
Line Dances Saturday afternoon. There will be an all-request
party on Friday evening, and another party Saturday eve-
ning. Our new location will be the Central United Methodist
Church, 5265 H Street in downtown Sacramento. Parking will
be close, and free. We are happy to have a kitchen there,
which we never had at much better performing venue , with
free parking close by, and a state of the art theater with 600+
seats and a large stage. It is across from William Land Park,
cenCSUS, so there will even be food! See the Calendar for
details on the times.

The International Folk Dance Concert will take place
on Saturday, March 29, 3-5 PM, at the beautiful, newly re-
furbished, Art Deco Performing Arts Center auditorium at
Sacramento City College, 3835 Freeport Blvd. Our new home
will be a trally located with lots of restaurants close by. We
are looking to market the concert to a wide audience in the
hope that we can increase interest in Folk Dancing to a wider
audience. Bruce Mitchell, who chairs this event, is in the proc-
ess of inviting about 10 groups to perform, and expects an
exciting and diverse program. Ticket prices will stay at the
very reasonable $12/adult at the door ($10 if purchased by
March 19), $5/children. Hope to see you there for both
events! —Barbara Malkoff

NOW ON SALE!

VARSITY FOLK DANCE T-SHIRTS
19 FOLK DANCING TOTE BAGS

The Folk Dance Federation Board recently allocated funds to | m W 99 LRE
A \

purchase more of the VARSITY FOLK DANCE t-shirts and the ‘ || L '
I ¥ FOLK DANCING tote bags that were given away as member \J __L

benefits in 2010. If you didn’t get one then, or want another one
now, for yourself or as a gift, now is your chance to buy one.

Dot BaES, « s vwmwwss 5 5 5 § 5 § 5 ETHRBIR T § § $10
. VARSITY
T-shirts (M, L, XL), csi:iasssvveraaiss
shirts (M, L, XL) $15 goLE DANgy
Fok sy ftapton

Shipping charges will be added once you’ve placed your
order. Loui Tucker will be handling the orders, so email
her at loui@louitucker.com, call her at 408-287-9999, or {

write to her at 153 Race Street, San Jose, CA 95126.
Consider purchasing several items and re-selling them to

members of your dance community.
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MEMORIES OF MILLIE

Millie vonKonsky
May 9, 1913 - November 8, 2013

By Loui Tucker

Millie vonKonsky stands tall, literally and figuratively, in
the history of the folk dance movement in California. In pho-
tos taken during her decades-long career, she is always the
tallest of the women and stands head-to-head with the men,
and not just because of the four-inch coronet of braids on her
head or her fondness for heeled boots.

She held so many positions and accomplished so much

in her life that it’s hard to know where to begin. Millie was a
past-president of the Folk Dance Federation (1959-1960), edi-
tor of Let’s Dance! magazine (1947-48), led dance tours of
Europe, established a teacher training program in folk dance in
five state colleges, and directed three performing groups. She
taught in the public and Catholic school systems; she taught at
Stockton Folk Dance Camp in the 1950s. In the 1970s she
taught folk dance at the week-long Feather River Family
Camp in August every year. In the late 1980s she was still
organizing and directing full-scale ethnic dance concerts, It
seemed that if you needed anything done in the area of folk
dancing, you started by asking Millie von Kon-

cater to all ages and skill levels. There was always a session
for children at the beginning of the day's dance instruction,
and for the adults she served up a mixture of easy and chal-
lenging dance material representing diverse styles and ethnici-
ties. She encouraged some of us to occasionally show off a
favorite dance we knew from outside her dance repertoire.
Once in a while she put on music for one of the easier dances
during the adult sessions, and the kids would come running
from throughout the camp to join in the dance they knew and
loved.

Millie's husband Von was her dance partner and helped
with the teaching. Mostly, he remained the silent partner let-
ting Millie express her exuberance and dance teaching skills.
Once in awhile, however, Millie would attempt to teach a
complex set dance. This was her "Achilles heel." Typically,
she would soon get hopelessly confused and the dance would
break down into a tangled morass. Von remained silent until
she turned to him to ask for his help. In his gentlemanly man-
ner and without a single negative comment he would calmly
teach the dance in perfect style. As far as I knew, set dances
were the only weak area in Millie's diverse repertoire.

Millie's parents were Mable and Harry vonKonsky, but
they divorced when Millie was 3 years old. Later her father

married a woman who had a young son name

sky.

When the interest in folk dancing waned
in the 1990s, she embraced line dancing and
continued to teach at senior centers and recrea-
tion facilities. She retired at the age of 86 and
lived independently in the family home in Dub-
lin until the summer of 2011. Living over 100
years seemed a fitting goal for a woman who’d
lived life so fully.

The Federation archives has a thick enve-
lope of black and white and color photos, both
formal and informal, showing Millie over the
years. In addition, articles appeared in Let’s |

Dance! about Millie and Von —
(www.folkdance.com, Research tab, Dance Leaders/
Teachers).

These are just the facts of her life. So many dancers, es-
pecially those in the East Bay, knew her far better than I did. I
have danced primarily in the South Bay and Peninsula, didn’t
become involved in the Federation until the late 1980s, and
rarely attended dance events in the East Bay. I never had the
opportunity to see, learn from, or dance with Millie in her
prime. I met her only once, when I had the chance to interview
her in the summer of 2011. She was still impressive and vi-
brant in her late 90s but, well, I still feel a little cheated. Sigh.
I will have to let others share their memories of Millie.
Bill Lidicker

Millie was an unforgettable person, tall and regal in ap-
pearance and simply exuding competence, confidence, and
enthusiasm. She was also an extraordinary folk dance teacher.
My most intense interactions with her were in the 1970s when
my ex-wife Naomi and our two young sons regularly attended
the Feather River Family Camp in the Sierra Nevada. Millie
and her husband Vernon (Von) taught folk dance for many
years in this lovely location during one week in August.

Millie was a versatile and skilled dance teacher. She was
acutely aware of her diverse following and made an effort to

Vernon. Millie's father then adopted this stepson
and he became Vernon vonKonsky. Much later
§ still, Millie and Vernon married, and Millie's
& married name and maiden name were automati-

] cally the same. I told you she was extraordinary!
N Louise Lidicker

Millie was one of several teachers of
women's groups in the early 1970s when I
started dancing. They organized once-a-
year dance parties with the several groups. It
was a good way to get to meet and dance with
women from around the Bay Area. I remember
her as a role model and a fascinating person.

I have one favorite memory. At a State-
wide Installation Brunch years ago, the M.C.
was introducing past presidents of the Federation. She looked
around and said that Millie had said she would be there, but
apparently hadn't made it. At that point, an elegant, tall, short-
haired blond slowly stood up directly in front of her to the
gasps and applause of the rest of us who hadn't recognized
Millie.

Jane Tripi

Millie was incredibly patient, stern, but loving.
Her presence created respect from and a sense of community
for the many kids she taught. Somehow the kids came
through in spite of the semi-controlled chaos, and some went
on to professional dance careers. Since Millie was my first
teacher and I really liked her approach to teaching, I find I
imitate her style.

Von was the one who got Millie involved in folk dance
and it started out as a hobby. Early on Millie decided to devote
her life to this form of dance. She soon realized she had to be
involved in all aspects of the various cultures, costumes, music
and languages of the many countries of the dances she was
teaching. She spent the next two years collecting and research-
ing dances.

Buzz Glass was Millie and Von's first folk dance teacher
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at Castlemont High. She and Buzz collaborated on dance
teaching. When Buzz was in the process of putting together
his children's book, he used young dancers in Millie’s classes
as guinea pigs. She and Von also attended Changs folk dance
group.

Her teaching started with the Girl Scouts as a way of
teaching dance and social graces. Success there led to teaching
dance classes through adult education and the recreation de-
partments (where I learned to dance), and teaching children in
public and parochial schools. She taught danced workshops
around the United States, led the performing group Dancers
International, taught at I House in Berkeley for 16 years and
put on dance festivals at I House and other venues. She also
choreographed the dance sequences for a production of the
"Merry Widow" for UC Berkeley. Millie was passionate about
training teachers to teach and with getting the annual teacher
training sessions going.

Millie was always looking
for a hole to fill so she could
fill it with dance.

Elsa Bacher

We attended Feather
River Camp several summers in
the 1970s where my daughters
enjoyed dancing. We fondly
recall Millie referred to us as
“Friends.” She selected dances
that engaged even young non-
dancers. Boots, braids, a big
belt around her waist and super
erect posture were her trade
marks. She was a great role
model for us.

Marian & Ned Gault

We remember Millie from
the early beginnings of folk
dance in our area during the
1950s, when we first entered
the folk dance scene. She
would become our unofficial
mentor, encouraging us to grow
as leaders and teachers, and to
be involved in the Folk Dance
Federation of California. Dur-
ing those times, we attended
every workshop, special class,
concert, party, or festival in
Northern California, and there
were many. Folk dance was very popular, and it was expected
that classes would have at least 100 registered, and any dance
event in the San Jose Civic Auditorium would have 3000 in
the audience. Millie was always there, dressed in a beautiful
costume, her hair braided into her signature crown, and she
was often teaching or in charge of the whole event. Her regal
manner was envied by many, and whatever she did automati-
cally became a success.

In 1962, after we had learned a great deal and demon-
strated our sincere interest in and love of dance, Millie decided
we should direct and produce an event for the Folk Dance
Federation of California, and we hesitantly accepted the re-
sponsibility.

She then contacted the Oakland Park

Commission, chose a date, and negotiated the rental of the
Woodminster Amphitheater in Oakland. She told us we would
be directing a full-length folk dance concert at that location in
a rather short amount of time.

We called our production Dance Master's Showcase and
it really was a showcase. When we started, we knew very little
about putting on such events, but when it was over, we had
learned enough to last us through the many years of every
phase of folk dance we were to encounter in the future. It was
a big success, and Millie had given us the valuable experience
we needed to begin producing the concerts, festivals, and re-
lated events in the years ahead, as well as doing teacher train-
ing programs, classes, and other teaching assignments over the
more than 50 years we have taught together. Thank you, Mil-
lie.

Millie was a beautiful dancer and an inspiration to any-
one who came in contact
with her. She was a true
leader, and folk dance
owes her a great deal for
devoting her life and tal-
ents to helping make it
such a many-faceted activ-
ity enjoyed and appreci-
ated by so many.

Douce Massenkoff

My husband Nikolai
was a dear friend of Millie
von Konsky, and he at-
tended her 100-year birth-
day party earlier this year.
Millie is indirectly respon-
sible for me meeting Niko-
lai. Millie was charged
with finding 600 folk
dances for Nikolai when
he was in charge of the
half-time show at a Stan-
ford East/West game in
the 1980s. She arranged
for Nikolai to come to
Mandala where I danced,
when it used to meet on
Taraval Avenue in San
Francisco, and he was
looking for dancers.
Beverly Johnson

I knew Millie well,
Even though I had already been dancing for many years with
Berkeley Folk Dancers, I wanted to learn some line dancing.
Millie had a line dance class in Walnut Creek and that was a
great introduction for me into line dancing. She was a strict
teacher and I still remember some of the great dances she
taught that class. I soon branched off into teaching line dance
classes myself in Berkeley and Albany.

Welcome new member
Marion Rose, membership chair, has announced a new mem-
ber:

Susan Sarnoff

Chico, CA
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60 Onondaga Ave, San Francisco ® 510-649-0941 ¢ www.croatianamericanweb.org

See performances by Kovirag,
Eszterlanc Hungarian Folk Ensemble,
Mazsola and Tihanyi Laci, Dancethrough
the evening with Forras,the most
exciting tanchaz band on the'West Coast.
Enjoy traditional Hungarian food and drink.

= 3 ungarian 2
! '5# lleritlgc @* ﬁ *
L3 Foundation Crocon

ar
CULTURAL CENTER

Our cultural programs are funded In part by the California Arts Council, National Endowment for the Arts,SF Grants for the Arts, SF Arts Comission,

AY Alliance for Californa Tradional Arts, SF Foundation, Walter & Flora Hewlett Foundation, Zellerbach Family Fund W.A. Gelrbode Foundation and
| AUNPRS the Walter & Elise Haas Foundation.
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G‘eorge &

Irina Arabagi __ s Jitka Bongsova
Ukraine/Moldovia ~ Roberto Bagnoli Miroslay ""Bata™ Ercument Kilic  Cesar Garfiaz Crech Republic
International Mar<cetié Turkey Salsa Rueda
Non-partner Serbia

More surprises are being planned, including
more teachers and the party themes. Stay
informed by visiting our website

Susan Worland www.folkdancecamp.org

Ziva Emtiyaz
Friends Belly Dance
SFDC Band Workshop

Deneybee)B
Statewide ﬁ

Redding, Califgrnia
MIemorial Day WeeRkend

Friday, tifay 23 through tifonday, ifay 26
Teaching
donia Dion & Cristian Florescu Roberto Bagnoli

Dances of Romania Couples dances
Live music - Chubritza!
Contact Julie: (530) 547-4071 or tazeast@frontiernet.net

Sponsored by the Folkdance Federation of California, North
Visit us on the web at www.folkdance.com
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Lye on Dance by Cileen
Albania with a Side of Corfu

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com

When I told my non-folk dance friends that I was going to
Albania, they stared blankly and asked, “Albania?” “Why?”
My folk dance friends knew the answer. I had never met an
Albanian dance I didn’t like. So, when I saw that Jim Gold
was advertising a trip to Albania with dance leader Lee Otter-
holt, I jumped at the chance to go. I was not disappointed. I
danced with many local dance groups, met tons of interesting
people, saw amazing sights, and formed lasting friendships.

The first stop for our group was Durres. I’ll spare you the
long gruesome tale of missed connections, but about a dozen
of us got into Durres half a day late and a dance class short.
Everything was uphill from there. And I do mean uphill!
Luckily, our driver, Kristo, had nerves of steel and a sturdy
bus under him. We even had wifi on the bus — when we were-
n’t in the mountains or in the middle of nowhere. In other
words — not very much. On to Vlore and a dance workshop
with Genc Kastrati. Genc studied at the Academy of Fine arts
in historical dancing. He is a solo dancer at the National En-
semble and now is a choreographer for the ensemble. Note to
Stockton committee — sign this guy up! He was a great
teacher, incredibly talented, super nice and full of energy.

He explained that vale means waves and vloj means boil
and are the roots for valle, dance. There are no articles like
“the” in Albanian — instead the word changes — so valle is
dance and vallje is the dance. I’ve often wondered about that
in dance names. One of the dances Genc taught us was the
beautiful tumankugqe, also taught by Roberto at Stockton in
2011! Think scarves. He also taught some variations in the
pogonishte, vallje myzegare, and vallje e kukesit. He demon-
strated a dance from the Vlore region called valle lape — a
strong man’s dance that “shakes the earth”. We would see
Genc again at the end of trip, in Tirana,

The next day the bus danced up countless hairpin turns,
as we climbed to stunning views, avoiding the many cows,
donkeys, sheep, goats, chickens and turkeys wandering every-
where. Next stop was Ali Pasha’s castle. Well... the summer
castle of his second wife. Of course, we had to do the dance
while we were there, to the amusement of Kliti, our guide. We
kept him quite amused the entire trip — and frustrated that we
couldn’t keep to the schedule. We were having too much fun
to worry about that!

At our next stop, Saranda, we had dinner in a local sea-
side restaurant. After an excellent meal, the Ensemble Zeri I
Bilbilit te Sarandes performed for us in beautiful local cos-
tumes. They were one of the highlights of the trip. Multi-
talented, they first graced us with their mesmerizing poly-
phonic singing. Then they danced to an accompanying band.
We came to discover the wonderful Albanian village type
dances done almost everywhere we went, including pogon-
ishte, kukesit, and katjushka (a pajdusko) and what was called
valle treshe (or valle Napoloni). They also did tsorapia (or
vallje e Cobanit) and the very ubiquitous tsiftatel. Each dancer
had his or her own style and cute variations. I wish I could
remember them all! Soon they were pulling us onto the floor
and we danced many dances together. More singing, more
dancing, other people at the restaurant joined in. I think every-
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The Grupi Polifonik "Zeri i Bilbilit" from Saranda
one in Albania must grow up dancing, because there were
great dancers everywhere we went. It was a very special night,
forever seared into the favorite memories area of my brain.

The next day we took a hydrofoil to Corfu for three days
of R and R. We were there in 35 minutes, but experienced an
instant change of time, language, money... and dances. A few
members of the dance group Alios and their leader Andreas
Paipetis came t our hotel for an afternoon workshop, explain-
ing that the Corfu dances have an Italian, Austrian and Ger-
man influence. The men were all so nice and taught several
dances — including Ai Georgios, Korakianitikos, Furlana, and
Chasapiuos. I recognized some parts of dances from Lillian
Vlandis’ teaching at Stockton. Another basic Corfu dance is
Ruga — not done in couples, but still has a lot of flirting going
on, which was fun — even though the young men were just a
bit too young for me. Ahem. Then two of the dancers per-
formed a complex vari-hasapico. Oh, to still have springy
knees! When we left the room, we heard a very loud band
playing American classic rock music! Many people were
dancing and drinking. How ironic that we were doing Greek
dances and they were dancing to rock and roll!

The next day we toured some local sights — including a
Sephardic Synagogue. A charming woman told us some of the
story. There were over two thousand Jews on Corfu before the
war. One hundred and fifty returned. Now for the High Holi-
days they hire a rabbi from Israel to lead their services, and the
rest of the time they fly in a rabbi from Athens when they need
one. (By the way - Kliti told us that Albania saved all their
Jews during WWII). After some shopping and partaking of
local culinary specialties, we met with another group in Corfi,
this time at their studio. They were called Laodamas. Dimitri
Kantas and his charming daughter ran us ragged! Someone
said it was like Stockton on steroids. They taught us at least
nine dances! Some we had learned versions of the previous
day and others were from other islands, including a very nice
version of divaratikos from Kefalonia, and other dances from
Kythira and Zakynthos. A generous serving of the local honey
liqueur was very welcome. At the end, they whizzed us
through a review of all the dances. I hope we impressed them
with our stamina — although there were a lot less people on the
dance floor by the end of the evening. Much hugging and
thanking ensued. An after-party convened in my room to
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