Eileen Kopec will have a
write-up about Stockton
FDC in the October
Let’s Dance

Yves leading France Bourque-Moreau and Sara
Valentine—Photo by Mike Giusto

The end of an era—TJerry and Kathy Helt said
goodbye to Stockton Folk Dance Camp after 57
years of filling the dance floor every night. No
one consistently put so many people on the dance
floor. We will miss you.

—Photo by Gary Anderson
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President’s Message

By Memo Keswick

This Summer has been great
for folkdancing! Lots of our
dancers took part in local
dance events or drove a ways
to attend events like Statewide
Santa Barbara, a Maypole
dance, a Flash Mob, “It Takes
Two”, Mendocino Balkan &
Folklore camps, California
Worldfest, and /or Stockton
Folk Dance Camp. My per-
sonal recommendation is that
you attend some of these world
events. Some are already scheduled for next year — llke the
Stockton Folk Dance Camp!

Of course, kudos must also go to Jeff O’Connor
(Director), the Stockton Folk Camp BOD, and all its many,
many volunteers who bring us so many wonderful teachers
and new dances year after year! These dances become new
favorites in many of our dance clubs. Think about sending in
your early deposit to attend next year’s Stockton Dance Camp!
You’ll have less to pay later! Sign up for their announce-
ments / updates! See their website for more info:
www.folkdancecamp.org.

There are more wonderful dance opportunities coming

up. You’ll see some of them published in our “Let’s Dance”
magazine Look on our www.folkdance.com for others. Some
upcoming events that come to my mind are the Fiesta de So-
noma and San Francisco Changs e Anniversary Celebration
(both on 9/22/13). I know some folks plan to attend both!
Also, don’t miss our “Officers Ball” in Livermore (10/26/13),
or the November San Francisco Kolo Festival (Thanksgiving
weekend). Truly, we live in blessed times to share so much
dancing and music with our friends and family!
Oh yes, remember to submit your event for posting on our
website! It's often hard to get used to getting your flyers done
early and posted on our website. However, doing so could
encourage attendance at your event.

We can report that your BOD was productive in its meet-
ing during the 1¥ week of Stockton Camp. Here are some of
the meeting highlights:

- We elected Julie East of the Redding Dancers to be our
2014 Statewide Committee Chair. She & fellow Redding Area
dancer, Lenore Frigo, provided great input as to a possible
Statewide 2014 in Redding. Stay tune for future announce-
ments as to final location and other dance info.

- Past Presidents Lucy Chang, Loui Tucker, and Bill
Lidicker agreed to coordinate our upcoming October 26
“Officers Ball” in Livermore, CA. Denise Heenan, our new
Institutes Committee Chair, will play a big role its planning as
well. In fact, this event (like most) will take the help of many,
many folks. Some folks are one-time volunteers. Others come
from our BOD committees.

We encourage any of you reading my message to think
about lending a hand. Being part of the organizers of events
can be a lot of fun! It will definitely stimulate your mind — and
probably feet too! We love meeting new folks, or seeing old
friends at our various dance events. Volunteers continue to

come from our dancer community. However, often times they
are the non-dancing spouse, or someone who’s interested in
what we do and wants more of an observational role at an
event. It’s all good and helps make sure the event is a great
success. We also continue to look for folks who want to serve
on our BOD committees to help us make future decisions
about dancing. Please don’t be shy about contacting any of us
BOD members to answer any related questions!

There are other opportunities to help your Federation.
Here are some of them:

- Memberships and donations are precious to us. Encour-
age your dancers to join wus. Point them to
www.folkdance.com for more info.

- Another way is helping us advertise. Advertising your
events in our “Let’s Dance™ magazine really, really helps our
budget. We are putting the final touches on a new Federation
Tri-Fold display to use at your events. The Tri-Fold display
will be relatively inexpensive and is an easy way to help ad-
vertise dance events. It is designed to tell folks about the Fed-
eration but also have room for you to advertise your local ac-
tivity. Kudos go to our BOD member, Susan Gregory, for
helping us with its artwork. Please let us know, if you’re will-
ing to invest in your Federation by building or purchasing one
these Federation Tri-Fold displays.

We continue to be interested in your ideas about how to
support new dancer festivals, Federation fundraisers, and fun
dance events. For example, we’re interested in anyone who
wants to replicate a “Stockton Dance Camp Review” in your
region. We had an extremely successful one in Menlo Park
last year — kudos go to Lucy Chang, et al., for that great event.

As always, I encourage your contact with me regarding
Federation matters. By this September issue my wife & I will
be relocated to our home in Chico, CA. Please let us know if
you're coming to the area! We’d love to let you know where
local dancing is happening. You can reach me thru our Federa-
tion’s www.folkdance.com website. My personal contact info
is: memok@saber.net, “Memo Keswick” on Facebook and
LinkedIn, (530) 774-2287 (NEW home #) (209) 261-6861
(cell).

Ciao for now, -m.k.

Welcome new members
Marion Rose, membership chair, reports the following new
members:

Robbie Preu
Menlo Park, CA

Belinda Braunstein
Merced, CA

Greek Folk Dance San Rafael

c/o Kristalli Papadopoulos

8 Amalfi PL

San Rafael, CA 94901
kristalli.papadopoulos@gmail.com
Linda Milhoan

San Francisco, CA

LMT

¢/o Lucy Chang

157 Highland Ave.

San Carlos, CA 94070, lucyschang@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER, 2013 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

Sept. 22
Sept. 22

Sept. 28

Sept. 28-29

Oct. 25-27

October 26

December 9

2014
Feb. 14-17

April 25-27

*Fiesta de Sonoma See ad on page 7

*Changs Folk Dancers will be celebrating 75 years of folk dancing. Truly a cultural event. 3 pm -
9 pm. Live music by Da! Mozhem and Vecernica. Bring a dish to share. San Francisco Croatian
Cultural Center, 60 Onondaga Ave, San Francisco

Balkan Plus Fall Folk Dance Party—Presented by the Advanced Balkan Class at Ashkenaz.

A Celebration of the Dances of Yves Moreau. We will do other dances also. We start at 7:30 and go
until 11:00 pm. Please bring a snack to share. Super wood floor, lots of parking on site. We have a
new location and it is wonderful—the Universalist Unitarian Church, 240 Channing Way in San
Rafael. From 101 Highway in San Rafael, take the Freitas Parkway/Terra Linda exit. Go to the
frontage road on the East side of 101 Highway, head north, turn right at Profession Parkway. Go up
the hill. At the top turn right on Channing Way, go to the church parking lot on the left.

Oktoberfest Dance Festival is a 2-day dance that is hosted by the five international folk dance clubs
belonging to the International Dance Association of San Diego County (IDASDC).The festival will be
held at the Balboa Park club (located behind the international cottages in Balboa Park) from 11-5 both
days. 2150 Pan American Road West, San Diego 92101 Take Presidents Way off Park Blvd.

The event is free and features free dance lessons, dance performances, a craft show featuring hand
made crafts and vintage items, and food for sale

Brevard International Folk Dancers Fall Fling. Christos Papakostas (Greek), Hester Wagner
Community House, Melbourne Village, Florida Website: www.floridafolkdancer.org/Christos
John Daly (John@dalypreservation.com)

*M&M&M—Medleys, Mixers and More! Folk Dance Federation Officers Ball. Veterans
Memorial hall, 522 South L Street, Livermore, CA Contact Lucy Chang at LucySChang@gmail.com

Annual Petaluma Snap-Y Dancers Fall Dancing Folk Dance Party - Monday, 7-9:30 p.m., at
Herman Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma. Info: cjay@horizoncable.com

Florida’s Presidents Day Weekend Workshop Holiday Inn Main Gate East, Kissimmee, Florida
Mihai David (Romanian), Steve Kotansky (Balkan) Website: www.folkdance.org
Jack Seltzer (seltzerjl @gmail.com) John Daly (John@dalypreservation.com)

LYRIDS Folk Dance Festival 2014—Burnaby. Friday to Sunday. Aprils Shooting Stars. Teachers:
Ahmet Luleci, Turkey and Bata Marcetic, Serbia. Band: Kafana Republik. Gizeh Hall, Burnaby, BC
Billeting will be available. LyridsFolkDanceFestival.org

*Federation sponsored events.

Note from Ken Kaye, Federation Insurance Chair.

If your club has not received a notice regarding the payment of fees for the next policy period or if vour club needs a

certificate of insurance, please contact Ken at kenkaye46@yahoo.com. Also, if the contact name and email address
have changed, please let Ken know.




New assistant to the Editor—Loui Tucke
One of the requirements of being Edi- ‘;m;’ o} PR ¢ D

tor is that the Editor should prepare = g
someone else to assist. It is something '+ *
that I have consistently failed to do, I'i"‘til
mostly from lack of making the ef- i
fort. .:'
From the very beginning of my |
first term as editor, Loui has been | 4

very helpful to me. She offered me I‘

]

£
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+ N
i y.
the dance articles she had written for £
the Grapevine that she had edited.
These were very well written and I made good use of them.

I have asked Loui to be my Assistant Editor and she, to
my relief, has accepted. Loui Tucker, Assistant Editor. An
important part in the appointment is the fact that Loui is per-
fectly competent to be Editor. She can take over if I become
incapacitated. Who knows what will happen to me—a spring
chicken I am not.

Over the years we have used many articles written by
others for the folk dance community in general. But that has
dropped off because we now get many articles written for
Let’s Dance by informed dancers who attend interesting
camps, seminars, workshops and parties. And I feel that that is
the best—members writing about what member clubs are do-
ing. We thank everyone who provides articles for us. You
make the magazine.

Monday night folk dancing

Resumes in Petaluma

Monday night dancing in Petaluma returns for its fall session
on September 9 and continuing through December 9. Each
evening will start at 7 p.m. with a short beginner lesson, with
an intermediate/advanced lesson later on the evening, plus lots
of time for dancing to requests and old/new favorites.

I'll be teaching some wonderful dances I learned this
summer from Steve Kotansky, Joe Graziosi, and Alex Mark-
ovic at Balkan Music and Dance Camp including Selka
(Serbia), Gaida Hor (Macedonia), Enino Horo (Bulgaria) and
Milisso (Greece). I'll also be bringing back a couple of old
favorites: Alunelul de la Urzica (Rumania) and Ya Da Ka-
linushku Lomala (Russia).

During the course of the session, we will also welcome
guest teachers Nadav Nur and Gary Anderson teaching dances
they learned at Mendocino Folklore Camp and Stockton
Dance Camp.

Everyone is welcome — all ages, newcomers, drop-ins,
beginners to advanced dancers; no partner is necessary. Come
dance with us and enjoy our friendly atmosphere and great
mix of dances.

Carol Friedman, 415-663-9512, cjay@horizoncable.com
http://carolfriedmanfolkdance.blogspot.com

October 26, 2013

Veteran’s Memorial Hall
522 South L Street, Livermore, GA

Gontact Lucy Ghang at LucySGhang@gmail.com

AVE THE DATE!
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Council & Club Clips

Berkeley Folk Dancers.

From a packed summer to a packed September! Our new
dancing year begins with a bang! Tuesday, September 3 our
new Beginners Class starts at Live Oak Park Social Hall at
Shattuck and Berryman, Berkeley from 7:35 — 9:35 pm. Mark
your calendar and tell your friends, neighbors and fellow
workers. This is also one of biggest bargains as the 8-week
course is still only $30 and will again be taught by the ener-
getic the Claire and Al George. Contact them at 510-841-
1205.

See Where-To-Dance for our other Class nights as our
Class Schedules have changed for our new dancing year.

On Saturday, September 7, New and Returning Danc-
ers Festival is sponsored by BFD and the Federation at the
same address. Again, please mark your calendar and, more
importantly, tell your friends, neighbors and fellow workers.
This is our chance to introduce or reacquaint others to the joy
of dancing. The price is right. FREE! Contact Claire and Al
George 510-841-1205.

The fun continues. Join BFD for our annual dancing at
Berkeley-Albany’s Solano Stroll on Sunday, September 8.
This is a mile long street faire with much live music, dancing,
booths, children areas and wonderful people watching! Almost
all free. There is a shuttle service from North Berkeley BART
where parking is available. BFD will be dancing at 3 — 4 PM
on the corner of Carmel and Solano Ave. Contact Ed Malm-
strom 510-525-3030.

A quick reminder: No dancing at BFD on Monday, Sep-
tember 2, Labor Day. —DNaomi Lidicker

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—

I just returned from a whirlwind week at Stockton Folk Dance
Camp. Many from our area attended with more there this
week. The highlights for me were Yves Moreau teaching his
last time at Stockton (his choice, but not to worry, he contin-
ues teaching and cruising) his outstanding Bulgarian dances.
He is the epitome of the best of the best in teaching...and of
course in Bulgarian dance.

The other highlight was the Saturday, July 27 party,
Israeli hosted by Erica Goldman. Did she ever produce fun,
fun, fun. She involved many campers in her festivities...
singing with the band, My Men and Yours (directed by Mia-
mon Miller), singing with Murray and Randi Spiegel around a
“campfire” of appropriately colored construction paper, more
singing and history....video during the meal with many Israeli
folk songs and dances and shots of the important features of
Israel. The dance party was filled with oldies (Israeli, of
course) and newies.

Camp is taking a new direction. I believe the Committee
is trying to keep it alive by attracting younger dancers who
seem to prefer couple dances of all nationalities. Everything
goes in cycles and it is a wise person who sees that and acts on
it. So stay tuned for what is coming next year! Long live
Stockton Folk Dance Camp!!

The Sacramento Council is preparing for its annual Janu-

ary party as well as Camellia Festival in March, so stay tuned
for more details. See you Dancing!! —Toba Goddard

Marin Folk Dancing.

Greek Folk Dancing—Kristalli Papadopolous announces that
her class will move to the San Rafael Community Center at
618 B Street, San Rafael. It is just past the Safeway store. The
new class will start September 4. The class meets on Wednes-
days and the cost is $60.00 for San Rafael residents and
$66.00 for non-residents. The cost is for a six week course and
the course number is 20583. The new facility has plenty of
parking, a problem at Pickleweed Center.

Kristalli had a surprise for the last class of the current
session—she brought and put on an old Greek costume from
the Orini area. Four layers! Complete with metal work, belts
and coins and a head scarf. She demonstrated it all. Kristalli is
an attractive woman but the costume seemed to bring out a
glow that lit up her face. Or maybe she was getting hot from
all those layers, most of them heavy. —Gary Anderson

Balkan Plus Dancers. In response to many requests we will

have a second Balkan Plus Dance this year on September 28.
We will again be at the excellent Universalist Unitarian
Church, with its views, great floors and excellent on-site park-
ing. We plan to start dancing at 7:30 and continue until around
11:00 pm.

Our theme is: “A Celebration of the Dances of Yves
Moreau”. Yves is responsible for teaching many, many won-
derful dances. Yves has retired from teaching at Stockton Folk
Dance Camp, but not from his other activities, tours and teach-
ing closer to home.

And, of course, there are some slots on the program for
requests. In addition to the Yves Moreau dances we will also
do some of our old favorites. We ask that you bring a finger
snack to share.

The address is 240 Channing Way, at the end of Profes-
sional Center Parkway, San Rafael. —Gary Anderson

Hold That Tiger

For those of you who have
been to Stockton Folk Dance
Camp, you’ve admired that j
tame loveable Tiger that re-
sides in Tiger Lounge. That
big cat has a history!!!

Oscar Faoro volunteered
at Sacramento Food Bank. One
day after Christmas he went
there to see if they had any
toys lefiover for this family
with seven kids. They loaded
his car and then seat belted this Tiger in the front seat!!! Then
Oscar brought the Tiger to the auction at folk dance camp.
Bob Harris won the bid. University of the Pacific (where
Stockton Folk Dance Camp is held) is his alma mater.

Oscar left his mark at Stockton, first with his remarkable
floors and the Tiger. In his memory we have established the
“Oscar Feed the Tiger Memorial Scholarship Fund”,

That’s a mouthful!!! Please, in his honor, make your
generous donation.

Keep Smilin’

Irene Oxford
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Sunday, Sept.22, 2013
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

1:00 Workshop: Turning Techniques and Dances
taught by Vince Taylor and Emma Charleboise.
Followed by request and programed dances at 2:00.

Donation $ 8.00
1. Setnja 17. Keshenavo 33. Ya da kalinushku lomala
2. Swedish-Finn Mixer (P) 18. Mairi’s Wedding 34. Milondita Tango
3. Orijent 19. Paraliakos 35. Sobotki
4. Ada’s Kujawiak #1 20.BaLa(P) 36. Dreisteyrer
5. Cobankat 21. Horehronsky Cardas 37.InaIna
6. St. John River 22. Somewhere My Love 38. Tex-Mex Mixer (P)
7. Alunelul 23. Sulam Ya’akov 39. Japanese Soft Shoe
8. Tango Poquito (P) 24. Braes of Dornoch 40. Falsa Moneda
9. Hora Veche 25. Baztan Dantza 41. Linerender
10.Maple Leaf Rag 26. Oslo Waltz (P) 42. Bonny Cuckoo
11.Syrtos 27. Shoror 43. Yedid Nefesh
12.Levi Jackson Rag 28. Frenchy Brown 44. Niguno Shel Yossi (P)
13.Vrapcheto 29. Vranjanka 45. Kohala Waltz
14.0klahoma Mixer (2 or 3)  30. Balmoral Strathspey 46. Cumberland Reel
15.0pinca 31. Hora nuntasilor 47. Hora miresii
16.Alexandrovska 32. La Bastringue (P) 48. Kvar Acharay Chatzot

Bual{BReuUrsse R RS BRI N

No partner needed; we will change partners throughout teaching. Will try to satisfy all
requests but you may bring music to be sure.

Presented by the Redwood Council of Folk Dance Clubs
Sponsored by the Folk Dance Federation of CA, Inc.

-\ A 1l ( J1 /7 1 3 40 4 4
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Celebrate 75 Years

of Dance in San Francisco

with Changs
International
Folk Dancers!

Sun., Sept. 22
from 2-8 p.m.

It’s our 75th birthday. Come
party with us!

Maypole Dance in Golden Gate
Park 2013

Featuring Live Music by
Vecernica and Da! Mozem

Fantastic Music! Lively Dancing! Performances!
Friends! Food! Fun! No-host bar!
Bring something for the potluck supper. $15 at the door.

Find out more about us at

http://changsfol /

or on Facebook: “Changs Folk Dancers”

Croatian Cultural Center
60 Onondaga Ave San Francisco, CA

Changsdancers@aol.com 415-531-6174

Co-Sponsored by
The Folk Dance Federation of California

Page eight, SEPTEMBER, 2013—.Let's Dance!



In 2014, Yves and France Moreau invite you to join them on
TWO more exciting Folk Dance Cruises

January 25 to February &, 2014
14-night Exotic Cruise to the Southern Caribbean

with special guest teachers
Cristian Florescu and Sonia Dion (Romanian Dances)
on board the luxurious Celebrity Eclipse

Ports of Call: Departing and retuming Fort Lauderdale. Oranjestad (Aruba);
Willemstad (Curacao); St.George's (Grenada); Bridgetown (Barbados); Castries (St.Lucia);
St. John's (Antigua); Philipsburg (St. Maarten); Charlotte Amalie (U.S. Virgin Islands).
including 5 days at sea |
Daily dance classes and parties with Yves, France, Cristian and Sonia
Cruise-onlyrates starting at USD2399. (dbl occupancy)

Limitedto 40 participants

November 15-27,2014
12-night New Zealand and Australia Cruise

with Yves and France teaching Balkan & International Dances
on board theluxurious Celebrity Solstice

Ports of Call: Departing Auckland (New Zealand); Bay of lslands (NZ); Tauranga (NZ);
Wellington (NZ); Akaroa (NZ); Dunedin (NZ); Dusky Sound (NZ); Doubtful Sound (NZ);
Milford Sound (NZ); Hobart, Tasmania (Australia); disembarking in Sydney (Australia).

including 4 days at sea |
Discover New Zealand’'s majestic beauty and Maori culture.
Daily dance classes and parties with Yves and France
Cruise-only rates starting at USD 1674. (dbl occupancy)
Limited to 40 participants

Don't wait too long to register. Send in your deposit now !

All details to be found at:
www.folkdancecruise.com

E-mail: info@bourque-moreau.com ¢ Phone: (450) 659-9271
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Stockton Folk Dance Camp, 2013

By Gary Anderson

You wouldn’t think it if you came to his Experienced Squares
or Recreational Squares classes, but Jerry Helt was, by far, the
most popular teacher at Stockton Camp. Nearly everyone in
the hall would be on the floor to do his party squares. And he
would prep everyone for the Friday night exploding squares,
gradually bringing them along, learning a little more every
night, until they could do the directions for Exploding
Squares, He wanted everyone to join in and be a part of it.

Well, those days are past. After 57 years Jerry Helt has
retired from Stockton Folk Dance Camp. He will still be call-
ing but closer to home in Ohio.

Also leaving us, but still teaching and leading tours, is
Yves Moreau. The dances Yves taught are: Dobro Ljo,
Kapetan Vojvoda, Koljovo Horo, Momino Horo, Oj Dimitro
Le, Perni3ka Kopanica, Trite Pati from Sliven, Varnenski
Kjucek and Vederaj Sino.

Bringing us dances from Brazil was Lucia Cordeiro. She
taught: Cirandas, E Vamos a Luta, Festa do Interior, Ilumina,
Maracad de Lele, Morena do Mar, Rancheira de Carreirinha
and Voce Endoideceu meu Coracao. I really enjoyed dancing
with Lucia.

Teaching Argentine Folk dance were Pampa Cortés and
Gigi Jensen: El Bailecito, El Chamamé, El Cuando, El Gato,
El Remedio, La Chacarera/La Chacarera Doble and Zapateo.

The Belly Dance Workshop was taught by local
(Petaluma) teacher Ziva Emtiyaz: Arabic Dance Movement
Vocabulary, Habibi Ya Eini, Nar and Ya Alam.

Teaching Israeli was Erica Goldman: Ahava Ktzara,
Ahava Pshuta, Asal, Is That Dance Israeli?, Livavteenee, Shar,
Shav El Admati, Sheyavo and Tirkedi.

Jerry Helt taught American Squares and Contras. They
were: Banjo Contra, Cincinnati Waltz Quadrille, I'm Busted,
Jiffy Line Dance, Jiffy Mixer, Progressive and Exploding
Squares, Square Dance Calls, Travel on and Two Stars in the
night.

Our German/Danish Dance teacher was Wolfgang
Schliiter with partner Olivia Linde. They taught: Alsinger
Kontra, Anglaise (Postkortdansen), Ballon Firtur, Francoes
Kontra, Galopping Forgangen Nat, Kontra med March, Kontra
Ottetur, Kontra-Vals, Kostedans, Paerrevals, Pigernes Fornoe-
jelse, Polsk Firtur, Rubjerg Firtur, Sundeved Sextur and
Tylette Polka.

And last, but certainly not least—Our Greek teacher,
Lilian Vlandi. She taught: Ai Giorgis, Fourlana, Ikariotikos,
Karavas, Kavodoritikos, Nikendre, Plataniotiko Nero, Syrtos
Mykonos, Syrtos Samothraki, Tsirigotikos and Vlach Naxou

Irene Oxford at Her 90th Birthday Party

It was 108 degrees in West Sacramento, the day of Irene’s
90th birthday party. The question was asked of Irene, “Why
do you love Smiley Faces so much?” At the party, she shared
some of her history about how that came about.

“My oldest son, Mike, died from pancreatic cancer. He
was an Amtrak Engineer. His security blanket was a new Cor-
vette every year. He restored old cars.

My youngest son, Ted, was killed in a car crash when he
was 17. He was in the Dionysians exhibition group with
Omega Graham. He was a better square dance caller than Jim
or me. We were all asked to call at festivals and statewides.
Ted was the caller the “Gay Goofers” teen age club. (They
have now changed their name to “Goofers”.) He won two
scholarships to Folk Dance Camp.

My remaining son, Bill, is a miracle baby. He was in a
car crash where his father was killed. He had seven skull frac-
tures and water on the brain. He was diagnosed to be in a
vegetative state. One morning, when the doctor was in his
room, he stood up in his crib and doctor said “It’s a miracle!”
Bill had to learn to walk and talk all over again. He was an
honor roll student. He retired from the Department of Motor
Vehicles in a supervisory capacity.

You all remember my husband, Jim. We were married
for 57 years. We taught folk and square dancing for the City of
Sacramento for 20 years. We formed a club named Kalei-
descopes, which means “changing patterns” This club was
once the largest membership partners club in the council.

Judy Cummings made the red and white folk dance quilt
which I paid $800.00 for at Folk Dance Camp auction. I am
bringing it back to camp for this year’s auction. Judy’s sons,
Ron, Jon, and Matthew were brought to Family Circle club by
their Grandpa, Oscar Faoro. I taught Jonathan how to waltz.
He is now the head of the Strauss Festival in Elk Grove, and
waltzes very well.

One of the reasons I like Smileys so much. In my teens, I
lived next door to Betty, who was pretty and smiled a lot. She
had a scar on her cheek that looked like a B. When I was 23, 1
was in a car crash that left me with 350 stitches on my face,
When I was finally allowed to look in a mirror, I said “Thank
you Lord for leaving me to raise my sons, and I’ll just smile
like Betty.”

And she has kept that promise!

Yves Moreau teaching a dance the first week. In the
line are: Bonnie LeMat, Kay James, Eileen Kopec,
Florence Meisner, Gerda Grindstaff, David Swanson,
Lisa Swedberg—Photo by Gary Anderson
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The Advanced Balkan Dancers

invite you to a

Saturday, September 28, 2013
Balkan dancing program

you can request your favorite folk dances!
7:30-11:00 pm ~ Donation $8.00
AND: Please bring finger snacks to share

Plentiful parRing, an excellent wood floor & snacks!
e a new location and it is wonderful!

We are now at the Universalist Unitarian Church,
240 Channing Way, San Rafael,

Freitas Parkway/Terra Linda exit from Freeway 101, Take the frontage road on the East side
of 101, headed north, turn right at Professional Parkway and go up the hill. At the top turn
right on Channing Way and turn into the church parking lot on the left.

For more information please email Gary Anderson: editor@Iletsdancemag.net
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The Balkan Plus Folk Dance Party September 28, 2013

Location:
Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, San
Rafael

Directions
1.Take US Highway 101
to San Rafael, CA

2. Exit US Highway 101
at the Terra Linda /
Freitas Parkway exit

3. Go to the east side of
the freeway, frontage road
Redwood Hwy.

4. Go north to first traffic
light at Professional Cen-
ter Parkway

5. Turn right on Profes-
sional Center Parkway
and drive to top of hill

6. Turn right on Channing
Way, Turn left into the
UUCM parking lot at the
top of the hill.

Dances Yves
Moreau presented
to us are in Red

TENTATIVE DANCE PROGRAM—TFALL, 2013

Setnja

Dospatsko (Bulgaria)

Jove Male Mome (Bulgaria)
Syrto (Greece)

Sadi Moma (Bulgaria)
Request

Request

Horehronsky Czardas (Slo.)

Liliano Mome (Bulgaria)

Tino Mori (Macedonia)

Bavno (Bulgaria)

DobrudZzanska Reka
(Bulgaria)

Request

Request

Tsamiko (Greece)

Bic¢ak (Bulgaria)

La Bastringue (couples)
Radomirsko Horo (Bulgaria)
Haro’ah Haktana (Israel)
Request

Request

Sestorka (Serbia)
Arnautsko Horo (Bulgaria)
Sedi Donka (Bulgaria)

Ajde Jano (Serbia)
Gjusevska Racenica (Bul.)
Request

Request

Intermission

P A special treat <
Pravo (Bulgaria)
Jacob’s Ladder (Israel)
Doudlebska Polka
(Mixer, couples)
Cestoto (Bulgaria)
Request
Request

Mindrele (Romania)
Kjustendilska Racenica
(Bulgaria)
Ikariotikos (Greece)
Cekurjankino (Bulgaria)
Dramskoto (Bulgaria)
Request
Request

Bistrica Kopanica (Bul.)
U Sest (Serbia)
Sopsko Horo (Bulgaria)
Karamfil (Bulgaria)
Vlasko (Bulgaria)
Request

Request

Cetvorno (Bulgaria)

Krivo Sadovsko Horo (Bul.)

Arap/Zajke Korkorajke
(Bulgaria)

Ivanice (Macedonia)

Waltz
Jovano, Jovanke (Mac.)
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Festival of the Silk Road

By Donna Frankel

While I had heard of the annual Festival of the Silk Road in
San Jose from my friend and dancer, Kevin Greek, the May
18, 2013 was my first attendance, and a lovely afternoon it
was for the general public as well as dance enthusiasts. On this
Saturday afternoon which sported perfect weather for outdoor
dancing, Edessa was tuning up their band instruments when I
arrived at the Mexican Heritage Plaza in East San Jose for a
quick run through for the flash mob. Of the 15 or so of us who
practiced the two Armenian Dances, "Sepastia Bar" and
"Sweet Girl" for the flash mob, there were many familiar faces
belonging to long time folk dancers who came from all over to
join in the event—which we wanted to look relaxed, fun and
impromptu.

The open-air bazaar offered everything from jewelry to
carpets, traditional fabric and clothing to art objects, a story
teller entertained children, while adults shopped, danced, ate
and enjoyed the music all afternoon. An information table sold
tickets to the evening performances and held many dance fli-
ers including the Folk Dance Federation of California maga-
zines.

The brief flash mob rehearsal conducted by Kevin, ended
just in time for the indoor Armenian dance workshop with
visiting Armenian folk artist, Hasmik Harutyunyan. Hasmik,
who taught us authentic Armenian dances she learned from
her grandfather or from her small village, sang many of the
songs and explained the meaning, significance and styling for
cach dance. Then came the flash mob, which changed the dy-
namics of the outdoor portion of the festival, bringing every-
one's attention and a new exciting focus to the live outdoor
entertainment. The flash mob videographer also got a short
interview with one of the dancers.

The Persian community showed up at the Festival in
large numbers, many dressed in traditional garments, with
several joining the dance flash mob or dancing Persian style
on the side lines, all of us careful to avoid the palm trees and
their occasional roots in the grass. It was a perfect lead in to
the second free workshop, this time Turkish dances on the
lawn with Tulum virtuoso Aycan Yeter. Yeter taught, danced
and played his bag pipe style Tulum, to the delight of the flash
mob group who had now grown to about 40 dancers and more
observers. Then Edessa played and sang for the next hour and
a half while various dancers led lines for a variety of Roma,
Balkan Pravo, Lesnoto, Syrtos and other dances where the
Iranian/Persian community happily joined in.

The afternoon was a fun, free family event drawing not
only from those with Silk Road country ancestries, but many
from the local Mexican/American and Asian community. One
older Vietnamese woman pointed to her high rise apartment
building that overlooked the Plaza Gardens. "I live there,” she
pointed to the end apartment, “when I opened my window, I
heard this wonderful music and came closer to see. Look how
the many peoples all dance and play music together. This is
how our community should always be!" (We all knew what
this woman meant: Enjoying each other's diversity rather than
the gang violence that has historically rocked her neighbor-
hood.) The woman speaking had just purchased a pita wrap
from Arabian Bites, who provided ethnic food choices for the

e =
Chinese Performing Arts of America
—~Photo by Brian McMahon
Courtesy of Ballet Afsaneh & Festival of the Silk Road

event. Taking her first bite and then dipping into the yogurt
mint sauce, she declared in a surprised tone, "this is really
delicious, and very different from our food." Those less ad-
venturous or willing to sacrifice some dance time found many
Mexican, Vietnamese and fast food options within walking
distance.

Advertised as "The greatest show of Silk Road perform-
ing arts in the Bay Area", a larger crowd joined us around 6
pm heading to the theater for an amazingly diverse night of
music, dance and poetry. The student/amateur showcase/
performance of 11 numbers, featured classical Persian, Arme-
nian, and Afghan dance performances of the Afsaneh Dance
Academy, ARAX Armenian Dance, Niosha Dance Academy
and Serbian ethnic dance by ASKA Kolo of Sacramento. The
professional soloists and companies featured dances from Iran,
China, Armenia, the Balkans, Turkey, India, Tajikistan,
Greece, Egypt, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan, the Roma and more.

Edessa accompanied Hasmik Harutyunyan in this portion
of the concert, and then played a short selection of their own
music, followed by accompanying the Greek dance group Vi-
onikos for an evening of incredible variety. The costumes dur-
ing the performance were amazing, and alone worth the price
of admission. Many traditional costumes were displayed on
manikins in the lobby for the audience to view up close. This
festival relies heavily on contributions from individuals and
would be most appreciative to receive any amount of financial
support. "Support the Artists who create the festival & uplift
the Community!" reads their advertising. Check out their web-
site: FestivalSilkRoad.com and be sure to come next year.
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France Bourque-Moreau, Yves Moreau, Kathy and Jerry Helt
—Photo by Loui Tucker

Thoughts about SFDC—
Jerry and Yves

By Gary Anderson
This last Stockton Folk Dance Camp was the end of an era in
some ways—whatever the future brings, it will be different.

The last Saturday marked the end of a tradition that has
marked the camp for most of it’s existence. Jerry Helt, the
world famous square dance caller who has made two weeks in
Stockton his home for 57 years will not be with us again. It
was a sad occasion. His three daughters came (as a surprise to
Jerry) and added to the emotion with tales of their dad and a
bit of ribbing. The camp leaders talked of the old days and
their experiences with Jerry and they weren’t the only ones to
be choked up. Many in the hall shed a few tears.

There is only one Jerry Helt. When he calls for square
dance conventions, there are thousands of people in attendance
and many hundreds of squares. We have been so fortunate that
he has come back to us year after year, but sadly, that era has

come to an end. We will miss you Jerry and we will miss your
lovely wife, Kathy. Jerry will continue calling but closer to
home in Ohio.

Yves Moreau also said goodbye to us. He is still active,
just rearranging his priorities. We will miss the great teacher
of Bulgarian dances. One could easily make up any number of
dance programs and only use dances Yves taught.

For many years Yves’ videos have been the resource
whenever there was a question about a great Bulgarian dance.
Folk dance teachers talk about the clear, concise, way he
teaches and for those with the ability to see it, what he teaches
about teaching is very important. We love most of the dances
he teaches, and being based on actual village dances, they tend
to hold up over time. He excels in choosing dances to teach.

Yves, and his wife, France, who is an excellent French/
Canadian dance teacher, will be missed at camp. But you can
take one of his cruises and dance with Yves and France again.

Those of us who like and respect Yves and Jerry will
miss them, not only for their talent as teachers, but also as
friends, as unique human beings who have enriched our lives.

DANCING IN THE NUDE

By Vick Vickland

One of my contributions to the folk dance movement, in my
opinion, has been introducing folk dance to non dancers. I
have done this in a variety of settings, such as a family therapy
seminar at Asilomar, various other social work conferences I
have attended, and at a Unitarian Church. There have usually
been a small group of people interested. I let the dancers know
how to locate dance groups in their communities. Attendees
may or may not have gone on to join folk dance groups, but at
least they have been exposed.

Speaking of exposed, one of my various interests has
been nude recreation. I am a member of River Dippers of Sac-
ramento, a naturist organization, as well as The Naturist Soci-
ety, TNS, the national organization. Every year, TNS holds
naturist gatherings around the country. For the Western Re-
gional Gathering, they usually rotate between northern and
southern California, at various nudist resorts, such as Lupin
Lodge in the Los Gatos Mountains, and Laguna del Sol, south
of Sacramento. These gatherings feature a variety of activities
and discussion of various topics, such as health issues related
to nudity, and a lot of healthy fun.

My contribution at this year’s gathering at Lupin Lodge,
August 15-18, is both “Folk Dancing on the Lawn,” and
“Experiments with sound and rhythm,” at which we will try to
create “music” with a variety of non-musical items. The motto
of TNS is “Body acceptance is the goal; nude recreation is the
way.”

Photography at these events is not permitted, except by
designated photographers, who always get permission before
taking pictures. Most people are comfortable with this, know-
ing that these pictures will not be misused. Pictures were taken
of our folk dance activity a few years ago, but of course, I may
not publish them in this magazine. Nudity is optional, not re-
quired. I was not totally nude. I had on my Greek hat. Anyone
interested in joining me at this year’s event may Google TNS
Western Regional Gathering.
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