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President’s Message

Lucy Chang, President of the Folk

Dance Federation

Dear Folk Dancing Friends,

It has been an immense privilege to
lead the Folk Dance Federation of
California -- our innovative, proac-
tive, non-profit organization -- over
the last two years. It is with deep
gratitude for your support, dedica-
tion and hard work that I write this
President’s farewell message.

I have really enjoyed interact-
ing with you, the members of the
Federation. Where else can you
have a wonderful group with whom
you share a mutual interest and who are willing to work to-
gether to promote what they love? The Federation has initiated
several new programs and continues to support ongoing devel-
opments involving the web, research and archives as well as
maintaining the' publicity, insurance, institutes/teaching, schol-
arship and promotion functions. Several additional programs
for the promotion of folk dancing are in the planning stages.

In my first President’s message in the July/August 2011
issue, I wrote we had 388 members and I challenged us to
increase our membership by 10%. Membership Chair Marion
Rose happily reports we have grown to 508 members; we in-
creased our membership by 31%! Thank you for joining the
Federation and for renewing your memberships. Note that
your membership may be tax deductible as the Federation is a
501(c)(3) non-profit, charitable organization.

Every program initiated was designed to break even fi-
nancially or generate a small profit. The benefits of programs
that would not breakeven were carefully evaluated before they
were sponsored with our hard-earned dollars. Thoughtful
analysis is needed to insure a high rate of success. I am happy
to report that the Federation has been very fiscally responsible.
Cash was increased by 5% even in today’s fiscal environment
where interest rates are close to zero. Your generous donations
and the contribution of time and materials by the Board and
friends helped us maintain a healthy bottom line.

Every issue of Let’s Dance! magazine is a masterpiece,
and the April 2013 publication reached a high of 32 letter-size
pages in color! We like to print your submissions because
your passion is important to us. The recent topic of couple
dances has generated dancers’ interest in voicing their opin-
ions. All this activity shows that we care about folk dancing
and are not complacent. The printing of the Federation’s flag-
ship magazine, however, has a cost. Please consider purchas-
ing advertisements for your business ventures in Let’s Dance!
or giving a donation to the Federation.

Our goal has been to provide many different dancing
events for the diverse dancing interests of our members. For
the devotees of Balkan dances, there was the Dick Crum Bal-
kan Plus Workshop and Party in September 2012. To the sea-
soned dancers who longed for the classics dances of yester-
year, we offered two Officers Balls, Dancing Down Memory
Lane in 2011 and Hooked on Classics in 2012. For the enthu-

-—Photo by Loui Tucker

siastic dancers fresh from the invigorating summer camps, we
had the Summer Camps in Review taught by members and
local teachers. Let us not forget our children, the future of folk
dancing, to whom we dedicate the Maypole Festival in May
2013. Also in May, we hope to go ‘viral’ with a Flash Mob as
another means to engage the community and show that folk
dancing is fun and interesting. To promote folk dancing and
attract new dancers to our clubs, we sponsored 15 New Danc-
ers Festivals (NDF). We think that these festivals have spread
music and dance to participants from many regions in northern
California. One sponsoring group also said that an added
benefit of putting together such a festival was seeing how the
club members came together to make the NDF happen. Let us
remember the amazing and colorful ‘Dance to your Heart’s
Delight’ — our Statewide 2012 in San Jose. At Statewide we
announced the winners of the Federation Cup, a contest to
increase memberships that was open to all clubs and groups:
the Berkeley Folk Dancers, the Del Valle Folk Dancers and
the Palomanians Folk Dancers of Menlo Park added the most
members. My final act as your President is to host the ‘It
Takes 2” workshop, pot luck dinner and party on June 8, 2013
for lovers of couple dancing with dances from around the
world.

The Federation is joining the social media bandwagon.
We now are on Facebook and hopefully soon will expand to
Twitter and other social media forms. If you have ideas or
would like to help the Board in any of these activities, please
let us know. While we can be proud of the accomplishments
we made together, there is so much more we can do to ‘show
off” folk dancing and ‘never have a dull moment’.

I have been asked what I am going to do with all my
‘free” time after my retirement as President. From time to
time, we receive requests from schools, community groups,
and senior centers to provide brief and informal performances
for free. Often the requests are on short notice, which makes it
difficult to get organized. Therefore I am planning to gather a
group of folk dancers who would love to dance informally and
support the effort of these groups. We are tentatively naming
this new venture ‘Dancers on Call.” Recently, Loui Tucker and
I decided to accept the invitation from Sequoia High School in
Redwood City to dance at its International Day on May 25.
We would very much like for you to join us. Please see the ad
in this issue. If interested, please email us
(loui@louitucker.com and LucySChang@gmail.com) and we
will email you with updates on matters such as what dances,
when to meet, what to wear.

Henry Ford is credited with the saying: "Coming to-
gether is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working
together is success.” We have experienced much success with
all these events in the last two years because of your Board
members and fellow dancers working together. I cannot thank
you enough for your hard work, and I wish you all the very
best ahead. I would very much like to see you at the ‘It Takes
2’ Couples Festival, which is my final event. If you are not
able to come for the whole day, join us for some part of it, or
drop by to say ‘hi’. I hope you will support the new officers as
you have supported me. My favorite folk dance quote comes
from Bob Young: ‘The world dances with you.” Richard and I
will continue dancing with you in your clubs. Hugs to all.

—Lucy Chang
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MAY/JUNE, 2013 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press{@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

April 26 Hardly Strictly Balkan Party. Kopachkas with live music—Da! Mozhen. $10.00. 8:00-11:00 pm.
177 East Blithedale, Mill Valley

April 28 *Folk Dance Federation Board meeting and General Assembly. Election of officers. San Francisco
City College Health and Wellness Center, Ocean at Phelan. 10:00 am to noon. Free.

April 28 *New Dancers Festival. Following the Federation meeting.

April 28 *Blossom Festival 3-6 pm, following the New Dancers Festival at the San Francisco City College.

May 5 *Maypole Festival Meet at the Arboretum area and then to the Pioneer Log Cabin in Golden Gate
Park. Contact Nancy Kaye to sign up a child to participate in the Maypole Dance. International dance
for everyone. Pot Luck Picnic. FREE. Luiselle Yakas sisderoo@aol.com and Nancy Kaye
nncykaye@gmial,com, co-chairs.

May 11 *Rose Festival Saturday afternoon, 1:00 to 4:30 pm. Door Prizes, Beautiful wood Floor, Refresh-
ments. Wischemann Hall, 465 Morris Street, Sebastopol. $7.00 donation . 707-546-5467 for more
info. See page 16 for program.

May 17-19  Santa Barbara Statewide. Veterans Memorial Building, 112 W. Cabrillo Blvd, Santa Barbara
After party-Contras, Carrillo Recreation Center, 100 E. Carrillo Street, Santa Barbara.
Info@statewidefolkdance,com See flyer on page 20.

May 18 *Flash Mob Want to be in a Flash Mob! It’s not as spontaneous as you might think—join the fun and

show up for a good time. Sometime between 2-5, followed by more dancing to live music by Edessa.
To get on the list to participate, contact Kevin Greek (chair): silkroadfestival@earthlink.net Festival
of the Silk Road, Mexican Heritage Plaza, 1700 Alum Rock Avenue, San Jose

May 31, June 1, 2, 36th annual Razzmatazz Folk Dance Camp at Mendocino Woodlands. Dance instruction with

June 8

June 28-30

Ahmet Luleci, live music parties with Edessa, Joe Finn and special guest musicians to be announced.
Delicious food and lively parties. $145 for adults, $90 for children. Info:
marilynmsmith@sbcglobal.net

*«Jt Takes Two” Couple Dance Festival. Partnering workshop, Potluck Dinner and Evening Party.
Teachers Richard Powers/Mirage Marrou and Todd Wagner/Sarah Tull. St Bede’s Hall, Menlo Park.
More info to come. www.folkdance.com

“Dances from Swabia” See page 20

June 29-July 6 Mendocino Folk Lore Camp.
July 21-28 & July 28-Aug 4 Stockton Folk Dance Camp—See ad on page 17.

August 1-4

Sept. 22

New Mexico August Folk Dance Camp—For information contact: Charles Cummings, at 505-256-

3807 or charlesacummings(@comcast.net.

Fiesta de Sonoma More information to come.
*Federation sponsored events.




A Couples Partnering Workshop, Dinner and Party Featunng Master Teachers

Richard Powers/Mirage Marrou Todd Wagner/Sarah Tull
e . O ki)
Presenting Fundamentals and Variations of
Cross-Step Waltz Mezdségi tAncok, Hungary
Freestyle Social Tango
For the Workshop, partners will rotate.
We seek a balance between Leaders and Followers.

Saturday, June 8, 2013

St. Bede’s Hall, 2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park

Doors open: 11:45 am
Workshop: noon - 6 pm.
Early-registration highly recommended to secure a spot.
Potluck dinner 6: 00 pm -7:15 pm.
Everyone welcome; no partner required
Party: 7:15 pm - 10:45 pm.
Everyone welcome, no partner required
See Registration Form (next page) for information on registration, pricing, and details on the Workshop,

Potluck Dinner and Evening Party.
Spend the full day of fun and friendship with our Master Teachers and fellow folk dancers.

Questions? Email Loui Tucker at loui@louitucker.com.
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"It Takes Two"

Saturday, June 8. 2013
St. Bede’s Hall, 2650
i Sand Hill Read, Menlo Park

Richard Powers/Mirage Marrou

L | -
Todd Wagner/Sarah Tull

Workshop: Noon to 6:00 pm
We seek a balance between Leaders/Followers. If we receive an imbalance, you may wish to be placed on a
‘wait list.’ To assure fast confirmation, register early and register with a ‘registration buddy.’ A registration buddy
helps insure everyone has a partner during the Workshop. Partners will rotate.

Potluck Dinner: 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm
Open to all dancers; bring a dish to share per your last name: A-H: appetizers; I-Q: main dishes; R-Z: salads.
Desserts & drinks provided by the Federation. Oven and refrigerator are available.

Evening Party: 7:15 pm to 10:45 pm
Workshop and non-workshop dancers are welcome. Party features mostly couple dances, mostly by requests,
from all countries. Todd, Sarah, Richard, Mirage will ‘quick teach’ fun dances throughout the party. Loui Tucker
will call contras.

Early registration: Now to May 24

Your Name: Leader/Follower (circle one)
Registration Buddy Name: (the reverse of yours)
Federation member Non-member

___ Workshop $10/each = __ Workshop $12/each =

_Party §10/each = __Party $12/each =

___Whole event $15/each = ___Whole event $20/each =

Regular registration: May 25 to June 8

Your Name: Leader/Follower (circle one)
Registration Buddy Name: (the reverse of yours)
Federation member Non-member

___Workshop $12/each = __ Workshop $15/each =

__ Party$12/each = ___Party $15/each =

___Whole event $20/each = ___ Whole event $25/each =

Total Payment: §

I am mailing a check I will pay with Pay Pal at www.folkdance.com
Email (Print clearly): Phone

Required for us to confirm your registration. Mail your check and this registration form to: Folk Dance Federation, 153 Race Street,

San Jose, CA 95126, Or pay with Pay Pal on www folkdance.com and email this registration form to Loui Tucker at
loui@louitucker.com.

Walk-Ins: If there are any openings available at the Workshop (due to no-shows), you are welcome to register. You will be given
first-come first-serve priority after wait list registrants.
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Inferested n parhitipating in a folk danting
flashimob perfomanee?

. The Federation is planning to hold a flash mob
May 18,2013

1700 Alum Rock Ave
San Jose, CA 95116

Time: Sometime between 2-5 pm

Followed by more dancing to Balkan live music by Edessa
To get on the list to perform, contact Kevin Greek (chair)
silkroadfestival@earthlink.net

TWO GREAT FEDERATION PROGRAMS WAITING T0 HELP YOU

Scholarships to Camps and Workshops Promotion of Folk Dancing

i
]

Want to attend a dance camp, workshop or festival? Do you have ideas on promoting folk dancing?
Would you like to learn more about folk dancing? ~ Are you interested in launching a program to attract

Would you like to learn how to teach folk dancing? people to folk dancing?
Is folk dancing your passion and you want to promote it?

The Federation offers SCHOLARSHIPS to members who
would like to attend folk dance events but need financial The Federation provides GRANTS for projects that

assistance. promote folk dancing.
Interested? Contact Interested? Contact
Connie Hull, Chair  Dan Unger, Chair
CPalm67@aol.com danunger52@aol.com

“The world dances with you” — Bob Young
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Cye on Dance by Cileen
Dance News March 2013

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com

It was very nice of Ashkenaz to have a welcome home party
for me the day after my return to California from the Antipo-
des. Well... it also happened to be Balkan night in the week of
Ashkenaz’s 40™ Anniversary celebrations. And another
woman had coincidently arrived from New Zealand that same
day, so I didn’t even have dibs on that! The party started at
eight and there was already a large crowd gathered by then.
The music began with a pravo by Edessa and took off from
there. They played many crowd favorites, including a beauti-
ful version of To Tragoudi Ton Gyfton, also known in dance
circles as Syrtos Kitrinou. I had the pleasure of leading and it
was the perfect way to slide back into the California dance
scene. The evening continued with Agapi Mou playing their
delicious variety of Greek tunes, making the many Greek
dancers in attendance very happy. Trio (or sometimes duo)
Zulum kept the music flowing from the center of the floor
between bands. The evening had a rousing finish with one of
my favorite bands, Black Sea Surf. They started with several
of Ahmet Luleci’s dances, including Heyamo, Kalenin
Dibinde and the dreamy Agir Halay to the tune of Saza Niye
Gelmedin. It was nice to see the crowd having so much fun,
and still going strong when I left close to midnight.

All the bands paid special tribute to the wonderful
staff at Ashkenaz, congratulating them on the 40™ Anniver-
sary. They expressed what a special place it is and how lucky
we are to have such a long history of music and dance in the
East Bay. A story was told about how years ago one of the
staff members was very touched after looking through the
window and seeing the folk dancers all holding hands and
facing in towards each other. There were many more acco-
lades and much applause throughout the evening. 1 debated
whether to mention this next bit, but it would seem unrealistic
not to mention that two days later Ashkenaz was invaded by
two people intent on robbery and two employees were
wounded by gunshot. It brought back the terrible memory of
David Nadel’s tragic murder. David’s passion was folk dance
and it is so satisfying that the genre and Ashkenaz have been
kept alive. The Ashkenaz community has since rallied around
the staff (who are out of the hospital and recovering) and it
certainly will not keep me from going back. Anything can
happen to you anywhere, and you can’t live fearfully. I hope
to see you all at Ashkenaz at the next Balkan night — they need
our support more than ever. We certainly would not want to
lose this unique place that has become a Bay Area tradition.
Donations are also very welcome, which you can do easily
through the Website.

March at the Starry Plough

This month’s Berkeley Balkan Bacchanal featured The
Dan Cantrell Band, and La Péche. Galbeno was supposed to
be the opening band, but cancelled. It was nice of the Disci-
ples of Markos to fill in at the last minute, with their mostly
rebetika music and Zeibekiko rhythms. Too bad the dance
floor was empty during their set, except for people standing,
drinking, chatting and listening to the fine Greek music. Well,
not a bad way to spend an evening! Next up, Dan Cantrell was
amazing on the accordion as was Lila Sklar on the violin. The

group played wonderful original compositions that evoked
Romani traditions. The songs were well received by the
crowd. I'm just not sure that I want to hear English lyrics, but
that’s just me. I kinda like when I don’t know what’s being
said and can get totally swept away by the music. I did love
the music. Then came the third and final band. My feet were
so ready for La Peche, but there weren’t many dancers there
that night. A few of us had the floor to ourselves for the fabu-
lous danceable music produced by the rousing brass instru-
ments. In casual French conversation, 'La Peche’ refers to
being in high spirits and bringing vibrant energy! Yes, they
did. Lots of young people there — maybe ready to be taught
some dances? I left as they were finishing their last song — a
lively klezmer tune. The Monthly Balkan Bacchanal continues
to be full of incredible talent and deeply satisfying music.
Every month is a different surprise. Check the Website — they
list the program and sometimes give musical samples of up-
coming bands, so you can judge for yourself. I hope more
dancers will support Balkan night and help keep it going. And
they do have nice cider on tap!
Adopt a Dance

When I am down-under I teach a weekly folk dance
group. We have been meeting for seven or eight years for a 12
-week session over the summers while I am there. People have
come and gone, but several women have been dancing with
me all those years. They are very good dancers and to give
them a new challenge, I suggested that each one of them adopt
a dance, learn it and try to lead it. After the moaning stopped,
the excitement set in and they actually became quite keen. It
forced them to learn the names of dances while choosing their
favorite, got them interested in the music and soon they were
busily checking YouTube for Internet versions. They were a
little nervous when the next week came and they took the lead.
They performed admirably and each one got a big hand and
hugs from the group. It was so much fun for all of us, and
something you might want to introduce into your groups too.
See you on the dance floor,
Eileen Kopec

PS - I like broccoli. T love broccoli. The problem is,
there’s a definite shortage of dancing broccoli! And I don’t
always want to lead the asparagus.

Festival of the Oaks—Yaqi Zhang, Jean Rabovsky, Lone Coleman,
Kay James and Carol Friedman—Photo by Gary Anderson

Page eight, MAY/JUNE, 2013—Let's Dance/!



Council & Club Clips

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS.

Help us celebrate our 73™ annual Birthday Ball on Saturday,
May 11, at Live Oak Park at Shattuck at Berryman, in Berke-
ley. “Fiesta Mexicana™ is a wonderful dinner and dance eve-
ning and highlights the rich vibrant culture of Mexico. Dinner

will feature chicken or vegetarian enchiladas, rice, beans and

salad. Horchata for drinks. And, of course, a birthday cake!
Dance hall opens at 7 pm with dancing from 7:30-10:30 pm.
Kick up your heels in your South of the Border costume. Party
favors at the door and finger snacks to keep up the energy for
the lively dancing. Dinner and Dance for $20 and for dance
only $10. Contact Yvonne Weiss at 510-326-4609 or yvon-
nem2@sbcglobal.net.

A quick reminder: BFD will not be dancing 'on Monday,
May 27, Memorial Day. —Naomi Lidicker

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—

We enjoyed our guest teachers, Gigi and Pampa, and Ventzi ,
at the Camellia Festival this year! Pampa and Gigi also per-
formed at the Sunday Concert, which was spell binding. We
also enjoyed seeing so many visitors from other parts of the
State. There are rumors that CSUS is easing us out due to fi-
nancial needs, so we are looking for new ideas, if that hap-
pens.

The year is winding down, and most classes are taking a
break over the summer. But we always start the fall off with a
bang, at the Membership BBQ on August 24. So watch for
that. Everyone is welcome, and it is a beautiful setting on the
outdoor dance floor at the Wolterbeek's beautiful estate in
Shingle Springs.

Many of us will be going to Stockton Folk Dance Camp,
so we will see our extended folk dance family in our annual
reunion. Bruce is planning a Brazilian Party on Wednesdays.
And much much more! See you there!

—Barbara Malakoff

Left behind at Balkan Plus

Someone went off without their orange water bottle, It is
marked Aquarium of the Bay and has a green carabineer at-
tached to it.

And someone left their
shoes behind—"Walkabout”
brown oxfords, approximate
size 10 Y2 or 11.

If you own one of these
items and want it back, call
415-488-9197 or email edi-
tor@letsdancemag.net

Great Dancing on a
hill top at Balkan Plus

By Gary Anderson

We watched the setting sun from the windows of the Unitarian
Church, in San Rafael, before we started dancing. Some re-
ported seeing a rainbow stretching from hill to hill as they
arrived into the parking lot before the dance. It was a very
pleasant beginning to a fine evening.

We set up snack tables in the antechamber of the church.
The custodial staff helped make the coffee. We were ready to
dance! And dance we did. The Advanced Balkan Dancers
were true to Irene Croft’s belief of not underestimating the
dancers. We did a mix of easy and difficult dances. Many peo-
ple danced behind the lines to help learn the great dances we
did. We were fortunate in having a large number of good lead-
ers and the dances went smoothly. And we were helped by
receiving excellent requests. We did as many of them as we
had time for, trying to do at least one request from everyone’s
request slips.

Many people mentioned the excellent floor and the
nearly square room which made for the possibility of several
circles when the hall filled. This is a fine facility and we plan
to have the Balkan Plus party here in the future. It has a large
parking lot on site, a spacious antechamber, and the excellent
dance floor, with windows on three sides. It would be beauti-
ful on a moonlit night! You might expect to have some sound
problems but we didn’t have any feedback, and the only sound
problems were from excited dancers talking between dances.

We had a couple of special dances: Steve Ayala brought
his candle crew and rapidly distributed electric candles to eve-
ryone for Mom Bar, an Armenian dance. The lights were
turned low and it was very moving dance. Later, Lennie
Talmy lead the Silent Kolo, which is always a hit.

We kept the dances flowing, one after another, trying to
mix slower dances with the fast ones. We danced from 7:30
until 11:00 and there were still about a third of the folks still
dancing at the very end, which I consider a good sign. But, the
church is in a residential neighborhood and we had to stop the
music and go home. Some day I want to have a dance some-
where where we can just keep going as long as we want, send-
ing out for snacks to rejuvenate us. To watch the sun come up
through the windows in the East. I'd probably go to sleep in a
corner somewhere and miss it!

I want to thank Davida Munkres for taking over the MC
duties to give me a break from time to time and all those who
minded the door and kept the food flowing on the snack tables
and all those who brought snacks. We want to give our best
wishes to Bernice Goldmark, who instead of being there to
mind the door, had heart surgery. She emailed that she is do-
ing well and hopes to be back, if not dancing, at least being
there for the Kopachka party. Get well Bernice!

Note: We were too busy to get any photographs of the
Balkan Plus Party. If you have or know of someone who has
good photos of the party please let us know. We would love to
have them. Contact the editor at editor@letsdancemag.net or
call 415-488-9197.
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Jim Gold Folk Tours :2013

Travel Travel with International Folk Dance Specialists:
broadens Jim Goid, Lee Otterholt, Adam Moinar,
us! Richard Schmidt, and Tineke van Geel
4699

POLANDI!... June 9-24, 2013. Led by Richard Schmidt.
Krakdw, Zakopane, Lodz, Torun, Gdarisk, Olsztyn, Warsaw.
Castles, palaces, historic sites. Folk dancing with local groups!

NORWAYI . .. June 15-25, 2013. Led by Lee Otterhol.
Optional folk dance workshop in Drobak: June 14-16.
Oslo, Bergen, Hovin, (Telemark), Fjord Cruise, Voss.

Norwegian and International dancing.

BULGARIA, MACEDONIA, GREECE!. . . July 28-Aug 11, 2013.
Led by Jim Gold.
Sofia, Kjustendil, Skopje, Ohrid, Bitola, Florina,
Thessaloniki, Plovdiv, Koprivshtitsa Folk Festivall
Balkan culture, Sephardic heritage, folk dance, more!

HUNGARY! ... July 30-August 12, 2013. Led by Adam Molnar.
Budapest, Eger, Hortobagy Plain,
Jaszbereny Folk Festival. Magyar travels.

ALBANIA and Corful . .October 6-20, 2013
Led by Jim Gold and Lee Otterholt.
Adventures in Tirana, Durres, Viora, Kruja, Shkoder, Berat,
Saranda, Butrini, and Gjirokastra, Greek Island of Corfu!
Meet and dance with Albania and Greek folk dance groups!

ARMENIALI . . . May 12-23, 2013. Led by Tineke van Geel.
Yerevan, Lake Sevan, Garni temple, Zvartnots, Edsmiadzin Cathedral.
Armenian folk dancing , touring, and more!

Visit www.jimgold.com for itineraries, details, and Youtube videos.

TOUR REGISTRATION: Can't wait to go? Reserve your place now by sending a $200
per person deposit. Or register with credit card by clicking Folk Tours at: www.jimgold.com

Tour(s) desired
Name Address
No. of people Phone( ) Email

Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.
(201) 836-0362 www.jimgold.com Email: jimgold@jimgold.com
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Arboretum area and Pioneer Log Cabin
Golden Gate Park, San Francisco
10:30 am - 4:00 pm

Children's Parade at 10:30 a.m. starting in the Arboretum area,
Dancing and Maypole weaving in the Pioneer Log Cabin area

% Live music provided by % Potluck Picnic - bring your own meat to BBQ and a dish fo share
saac ol Bl Kb International folk dancing for everyone FREE

Contact Nancy Kaye to sign up a child to participate in the Maypole Dance
Go to www.folkdance.com for more information and
updates
Luiselle Yakas (sisderoo/@aol.com) and Nancy Kaye
(uncykaye@gmail.com), Co-chairs

For driving directions go to :
http:ﬁwww. golden-gate-park.com/directions.html

Public parking is entered either at
Fulton/Tenth or off MLK Drive

[0 sihing Adorerom |

Note: JFK Drive is closed to through traffic.
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The Music was hot; the winds were not at the 48" Annual Chicago Spring Festival

By Diane Baker

Five Californians braved unseasonal cold to welcome spring-
time at International House on the University of Chicago cam-
pus. Spring Festival is co-sponsored by the International
House Global Voices Performance Arts series, the Center for
Eastern European and Russian/Eurasian Studies and the En-
semble Balkanske Igre, directed by John Kuo. John is also the
festival director. He, his wife Galia, and a dedicated commit-
tee worked ‘round the calendar and ‘round the clock to wel-
come arriving dancers and musicians to the I-House Assembly
Hall March 22- 24, 2013.

A hallmark of Spring Festival is the successful
“marriage” of ethnic communities in and around Chicago and
recreational folkdancers from the US and Canada. What
makes the union so successful? Dynamic musicians, delecta-
ble ethnic food, superb teachers, enthusiastic performing en-
sembles, John Kuo’s gentle humor, and, above all, shared ap-
preciation of the music and folklore of the Balkan & Mediter-
ranean cultures.

Some examples of community support: Participants were
greeted daily with freshly baked burek prepared by Branko
Adzic. Branko Jordanovski, owner of Branko’s Sandwich
Shop, supplied fresh sandwiches for lunches during culture
corner. Viktor Popovski, a hydro electric engineer in Mace-
donia who currently drives a taxi in Chicago, was available to
ferry dancers to the airport or their hotels after he led kolos at
the party. And, for Saturday’s feast, Galia’s family, the Soko-
lovas, and their team of expert Balkan cooks supplied tasty
ethnic dishes for dancers, musicians, performing groups and
their friends & family. Various local businesses, whose own-
ers have Eastern European roots, participated as festival spon-
SOTS.

Chicago brings out the most highly acclaimed musicians
for concerts and dancing. This year featured Chris Ba-
Jjmakovich on accordion, Ljupéo Milenkovski, gold medalist
kaval player, Angel Dobrev, gold medalist gadular player,
tapan players Dusko Simi¢ & John Parrish, Orchestra Balkan-
ski Ritmi, Veselo Selo Tamburitza Orchestra, Orchestra
Izgrev, and vocalists Kircho Zhelov and Alija Dalipovié.

Dance ensembles entertained us with their enthusiasm,
precision, colorful authentic costumes and surprising variety
of tempo and style. They included Kitka from SS Peter & Paul
Macedonian Orthodox Church of Crown Point, Indiana, and
Veselo Selo Kolo club from St. George Serbian Orthodox
Church of Joliet, IL. Dance ensembles from Chicago included:
Romanasul from St. Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Church, Du-
kati-Biseri, Serbian & Macedonian dancers, Maya Flamenco,
Chicago Belly Angels, Ellas, Greek dancers, Bulgarian Folk
Club Verea, Miorita from Holy Nativity Romanian Orthodox
Church and Ensemble Balkanske Igre who performed a Réice-
nica from Thrace.

Going to Spring Festival in Chicago is like traveling
through the Balkans with your friends, but only paying the
price for domestic airfare! Speaking of friends, Sanna & Mars
Longden send greetings to their California folk dancing pals.
After the Saturday evening concert, bands rotated for a con-
tinuous party until 1 a.m. Dancing to Chris Bajmakovich is
like taking a journey through time signatures, and miracu-
lously returning to the rhythm in which the dance began. We

loved the challenge!

Featured teachers included Atanas Kolarovski, assisted
by Fusae Senzaki, Martin Koenig, Ahmet Liileci, Alex Mark-
ovi¢, Ventzi Sotirov and Boris “Kete” Illievski. My brain was
full after Friday evening’s introductory instruction and the
sessions continued through Sunday afternoon! Concurrently
instrumental instruction & jam sessions took place.

Another hallmark of Spring Festival are the outstanding
culture corners. On Saturday Martin Koenig presented his
film, “The Popovich Brothers of South Chicago” which de-
picted Serbian American neighborhoods, celebrations and
concerts throughout the US from 1926 — 2001. A CD of se-
lected recordings of the Popovich Brothers will be available
for a contribution to Spring Festival. For information contact
John Kuo (balkanske igre@yahoo.com). Martin Koenig’s
newest project is to produce a Smithsonian Folkways re-
cording of music he collected in Macedonia between 1968 and
1973. He was accompanied by a professional recording engi-
neer with high quality equipment, and captured music which,
as yet, has not appeared on sound recordings. If interested in
supporting this project please send a contribution to Balkan
Echoes, PO Box 2484, Vashon, WA 98070. On Sunday Alex
Markovi¢, presented video recordings he collected in Vranje
as part of his PhD research. He illustrated dances unique to the
Rom and the Serbian communities of Vranje, as well as
dances common to both groups. Many folks left for home just
after Alex’ session as a late spring snowstorm was blowing
into the region.

A bonus for attending Spring Festival is the opportunity
to experience Chicago. Arriving a day early I snuggled into a
warm jacket and gloves for a walk along the lakeshore where 1
found numerous sculptures and a great view along Promontory
Point. After a tasty lunch at the family owned restaurant Salo-
nika in Hyde Park, I re-lived archaeology classes with a visit
to the Oriental Institute Museum. The galleries feature works
that would never be allowed to leave their countries if exca-
vated today, such as a human headed bull (weighing 40 tons)
and an entire bas-relief carved palace wall from Assyria, a
colossal statue of King Tut, monumental sculpture from Persia
and many more artifacts of the Sumerians, Babylonians and
neighboring cultures. The Elizabeth Smart Museum featured a
visiting exhibition of works by the contemporary art collec-
tive, Sahmat, of New Delhi. Other early arrivees headed to the
Museum of Science & In-
dustry. The top of my list for
next year is the Field Mu-
seum plus walking tours of
historic neighborhoods.
Speaking of next year, con-
firmed date for the 49
Spring Festival is March 28-
30, 2014 and for the 50,
March 27 — 29, 2015. Save
the dates!

Other Californians who
attended Spring Festival
2013 are Jana Julian, George
Fairbrook, Mike Lipsey and
Fusae Senzaki,

Veselo Selo Tamburitza
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Mez0ségi and the
Tanchaz Movement

By Todd Wagner

Since we will be teaching Mezdségi at the “It Takes Two”
couples dance workshop I thought I would discuss the origins
and structure of this popular dance and how it became part of
the tanchaz (tanc=dance, haz=house) movement in Hungary.
Transylvania was part of Hungary until a few years after
World War I, when it was ceded to Romania as part of the
Treaty of Trianon. Although their nationality had changed the
Hungarian villages in Transylvania retained their language,
traditions, songs, and dances. At best the Romanian govern-
ment ignored them. At worst they actively suppressed Hungar-
ian cultural activities. Even today the smaller villages in Tran-
sylvania are distinctly Hungarian or Romanian. The larger
cities are more integrated.

Transylvania (trans=across, sylvan=woods) is called
Erdély by the Hungarians and Ardeal by the Romanians. The
Romanian dance “Ardeleana cu Figuri” would translate to
“Transylvanian with figures” (no, I don’t know why the sec-
ond “a” in Ardeal goes away in Ronfanian). Geographically
some parts of Transylvania are very isolated, with steep moun-
tains and deep forests full of bears, wolves, and boar. It’s gor-
geous! I've been there twice. Although part of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire (until 1848) it was far enough from Vienna
that the monarchy left them alone and Austrian influences
never seeped into their dances. Incidentally, there are over 30
folk dance camps during the summer in various Transylvanian
villages. (Fun fact: it’s not clear if they still believe in vam-
pires, but morticians traditionally sever the leg tendons of the
departed to limit their mobility).

Dancing in rural central Hungary was (and still is) simple
village dances including but not limited to the csdrdéds (couple
dance), ugrés (jumping dance, done in a line), verbunk (men’s
military recruiting dance, done sole:wr in a circle), and
karikdazé (women’s dance, done in a circle while singing). In
the cities dances had more of an Austrian flavor and included
waltzes and polkas, reflecting nearly 150 years of Austrian
domination. The word csarda means inn or pub. The village
pub is where people in rural areas went to dance, so csirdds
literally translates to “pub dance”. Csardas is also the name of
a specific dance step but can refer to any Hungarian couple
dance. There are no csardas steps in Mezdségi csardas!

The village dances were not particularly challenging so
amateur and professional performing groups, including the
Hungarian State Ensemble, created choreographies to inspir-
ing Hungarian music having little relationship to actual folk
dances. Although the original dances were (and still are) done
in the countryside, recreational dancing in the major cities was
also based on made up material. Even today most Hungarian
folk dances done by American recreational groups are syn-
thetic choreographies.

Everything changed in the 60°s when some intrepid Hun-
garian ethnomusicologists, led by the late Dr. Gydrgy Martin,
went to Transylvania to collect music and dances. They filmed
and transcribed a wealth of songs and dances that had been
there for centuries. One of the villages Dr. Martin and com-
pany visited was Magyarpalatka in the Mezbéség region of

Transylvania. The dance we call Mezdségi is technically Mag-
yarpalatkai, but everyone just called it Mezdségi. The name
stuck even though we’ve learned other dances from the Mezé-
ség region over the past several years.

The Transylvanian music and dances were hugely popu-
lar in Hungary and all of the performing troops immediately
embraced this material. Sindor Timar, then director of the
Hungarian State Ensemble, decreed that henceforth the ensem-
ble would only present authentic material. Of course they had
to spice it up a little since nobody wants to watch people walk-
ing in circles while singing for half an hour. Timar and his
colleagues also helped start recreational groups and taught
them these dances. Musicians learned the Transylvanian songs
and established clubs called dance houses. Some of the dances
from central Hungary also crept back into the repertoire to
satisfy people’s thirst for authentic material. This is referred to
as the tanchdz movement. On my first trip to Hungary in 1986
the dance houses were packed, often with hundreds of partici-
pants. (Fun fact: the “Music in Folk Dancing Rooms” double
LP that most of us have in our collections was the best selling
album in the history of Hungaroton records).

Surprisingly, folk dancing thrived under communism
both before and after the tinchdz movement. The communists
were big supporters of indigenous cultural arts, especially
since they steered people away from decadent western enter-
tainment. The Hungarian State Ensemble was well funded by
the government (now they actually have to make money), and
many large state run companies fielded performing groups.
Some companies sponsored several groups, such as an adult
group, a seniors group, and youth dance groups for em-
ployee’s children. The communists were also big on building
recreation centers known as culture houses. Even today many
of the large older buildings in Hungary have a room with a big
dance floor, granted many are now in poor condition.

Folk dancing was also popular for some unintentional
reasons. When you only have two state run TV stations and
government approved movies in the theatres (dreary Russian
epics) an evening out folk dancing ean be very appealing.
There was also a more serious political undercurrent. The
Hungarians embraced their dances as a way to flaunt their
culture in front of their Russian “guests”. The Russians didn’t
know what to do about the tanchdaz movement. They wanted
an image of happy peasants in their satellite countries celebrat-
ing their cultural heritage. What they got were unhappy peas-
ants pursuing their culture as a subtle rebellion against the
Russians. Everything was resolved in 1989 with the collapse
of communism.

Mez6ségi is the most popular dance in Hungary and ar-
guably the most popular dance in Europe. The annual tdnchéz-
talalkoz6 (dance house festival) every spring always concludes
with the band from Magyarpalatka playing Mezdségi for sev-
eral hundred dancers on the floor of the Budapest sports arena.
In a very non-scientific survey in 1998 the Society of Folk
Dance Historians (Ron Houston’s outfit) asked people what
dance that would do if it was their last hour on Earth. Out of
167 responses Mezoségi came in 4™ after Hambo, Rerospols,
Jove Male Mome, and tied with Mari’s Wedding. Apparently
almost everyone who knew Mezoségi voted for it as their fa-
vorite.

Mez6ségi tancok (-ok makes it plural) consists of four

(Continues on next page)
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