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President’s Message

Lucy Chang, President of the Folk
Dance Federation

Since Loui’s article, “An Advocate
for Couple Dances” appeared in the
December 2012 issue of Let’s
Dance!, several dancers have writ-
ten letters to the Editor and sent me
emails that expand on the upsides
and downsides of couple dancing. I
appreciate the fact that you took
time from your busy day to write. I
respect your decisions if you or
your clubs prefer to stay with non-
couple dances only. For the dancers
and clubs who wish to expand their
repertoire of dances and perhaps
attract more dancers, I suggest that you give the addition of
couple dancing a try -- you and your dancers might like it. The
Federation supports all formats for the enjoyment of our di-
verse dancing preferences.

In planning for the Federation’s Couples Partnering
Workshop (‘It Takes 27), I read your questions with interest.
“Why rotate partners? I want to dance only with my wife (or
husband or favorite partner).” Once I get a good partner, I too
dislike saying goodbye, especially when I know the next part-
ner is not as great. But remember at one time we also were not
so great. Even today, I learn couple dances faster and easier
when we rotate partners. We all learn to be better partners/
better dancers by rotating. Another way to view it is that ro-
tating partners is altruism to the max — we rotate for the good
of the folk dance community. And there are rewards: we re-
member the partners that did well and thus have more poten-
tial partners during parties.

“Why a balance of Leads and Follows? Are you not ex-
cluding dancers from learning?” We want dancers that do not
sign up with partners to attend, but we need to balance the
number of Leads and Follows to maximize the learning proc-
ess. When there is a ratio of 2 Follows to 1 Lead, the Follows
miss a turn to learn every other rotation and learning for them
becomes so much harder. Moreover, this can result in a nega-
tive feeling of being left out and not being fully engaged.
Hence, ‘It Takes 2° will seek to have a balance of Leads and
Follows and use the best practices seen in successful clubs.
This means that Leads and Follows will have a high probabil-
ity of having equal opportunities to learn the dances. To em-
phasize, dancers do not have to register for the workshop with
partners, and we will do our best to balance Leads and Fol-
lows in confirming the registrations. You do need to register
and receive confirmation.

‘It Takes 2’ is a very special Workshop. Not only do we
have special teachers, Richard Powers/Mirage Marrou and
Todd Wagner/Sarah Tull, but this is a Workshop with no so-
cial pressure. No one is an Ugly Duckling; the Leads and Fol-
lows are all beautiful Swans who enjoy learning dances. Fur-
thermore, the purpose is not just to teach a selection of spe-
cific couple dances, but to use a few selected dance styles to
work on partnering techniques and skills. The Master teachers
plan to present us the partnering skills and moves in Social
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Tango, Cross-Step Waltz and Mezdségi. The variations avail-
able to us in all three dances are numerous. We hope to gain
skills which can be applied to many dances and with many
dancers.

I do hope you register early to attend ‘It Takes 2.” If you
are not able to come for the afternoon Workshop, please do
come for the Potluck Dinner and Evening Party. Throughout
the Evening Party, Richard and Mirage, Todd and Sarah as
well as Loui Tucker will ‘quick teach’ dances for everyone’s
participation and enjoyment; we will also play requests. Please
see the flier and registration form at www.Folkdance.com or
in this issue of Let’s Dance!

The Federation has lots more in the planning. The Flash
Mob event is coming to San Jose on Saturday, May 18 in con-
junction with the Festival of the Silk Road. Kevin Greek
(silkroadfestival@earthlink.net) is the Chair and we are look-
ing for dancers, choreographers, photographers, and videogra-
phers interested in participating. Please contact Kevin or me
(LucySChang@gmail.com) if you are available to participate
in the planning and execution of this fun event.

I am also excited to convey to you that the Maypole cele-
bration planning is well underway. The tentative time frame is
in May 2013 at the Golden Gate Park. Watch for more details.
If you can help with materials (eg, ribbons, maypoles, cos-
tumes), young dancers, music and choreography, please con-
tact Nancy Kaye (nncykaye@gmail.com) or Luiselle Yakas
(sisderoo@aol.com).

There is yet another important event occurring this
spring: we will be electing new Federation officers. Please
offer names to Ken McGreevy, Nominating Chair, at
kgreev2@earthlink.net. We elect the new leaders at the Board
and General Assembly meeting, on Sunday, April 28 at City
College of San Francisco at 10:30 am. Please come to the
meeting and vote for your new leaders. In addition, consider
joining a committee. Do you like advertising, handling funds,
connecting dancers, or promoting folk dancing? The Federa-
tion will continue to thrive because of members like you.
Happy dancing and I hope to see you at our events.

Nomination Announcement
Nominations for officers for the years 2013-2014:
The nominating committee has announced the follow-
ing candidates for officers: President - Memo Kes-
wick; Vice President - Loui Tucker; Secretary - Ken
McGreevy and Treasurer - Sabine Zappe.

Scholarships are available!
Scholarships are now available all year
round!

Contact Connie Hull CPalm67@ aol.com
If you are interested in a scholarship. Please
contact her at least 30 days before the event
is to happen.

You must be a Federation member.
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MARCH, 2013 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dancel,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

March 8-10

March 14

March 23

March 30

April 28

April 28
May 11

Camellia International Dance Festival 2013. California State University, 6000 J Street Sacramento.
Cost $25.00 for all events, Individual events priced separately. Friday evening 7:00 to 11:00 pm,
Workshops Saturday, featuring Pampa Cortes and Gigi Jensen and Ventzi Sotirov 1:00 to 5:00 pm.
Evening party 7:00 to 11:00 pm. Sunday dance concert 1:00 to 3:30 pm, general dancing until

5:00 pm.

*New Dancers Festival, Sacramento. YLI Hall, 1400-27th St. at N. 7:30 pm. IT’S FREE Contact
Barbara Bevan, dancesong@att.net

Razzmatazz annual Red & Black Ball folk dance party, Saturday from 8pm -11pm at Monroe Hall,
1400 W. College Ave., Santa Rosa. Live music and singing with Gradina choral group. Be sure and
wear something red and black! Admission $5. Info: marilynmsmith@sbcglobal.net

Balkan Plus Party—Great fun and wonderful dances!! At a beautiful new location: the
Universalist Unitarian Church, 240 Channing Way, San Rafael. This Church is located on a hill top
overlooking Santa Venetia in San Rafael. A huge on-site parking lot, a wonderful floor. We will have
our usual list of great dances Plus there will be spaces for your requests. Please bring finger snacks to
share. Directions: On 101 Highway, take the Freitas/Terra Linda exit, go to the frontage road on the
East (Bay) side of the Freeway (Redwood Hwy.), go north, turn right on Professional Center Parkway,
Follow that to the top of the hill, turn right on Channing Way, enter the parking lot and you are there.

*Folk Dance Federation Board meeting and General Assembly. Election of officers. San Francisco
City College Health and Wellness Center, Ocean at Phelan. 10:00 am to noon. Free.

*New Dancers Festival. Following the Federation meeting. More details to come.

Rose Festival More information to come.

May 31, June 1, 2 36th annual Razzmatazz Folk Dance Camp at Mendocino Woodlands. Dance instruction with

June 8

July 21-28 &
Sept. 22

QOur thanks to Mary..

Mischenko for the
use of her art

Ahmet Luleci, live music parties with Edessa, Joe Finn and special guest musicians to be announced.
Delicious food and lively parties. $145 for adults, $90 for children. Info:
marilynmsmith@sbcglobal.net

“It Takes Two” Couple Dance Festival. Partnering workshop, Potluck Dinner and Evening Party.
Teachers Richard Powers/Mirage Marrou and Todd Wagner/Sarah Tull. St Bede’s Hall, Menlo Park.
More info to come. www.folkdance.com

July 28-Aug 4 Stockton Folk Dance Camp—See ad on page 7.

Fiesta de Sonoma More information to come,

*Federation sponsored events.

¥



,*Jn "It Takes Two" zrﬁ

A Couples Partnering Workshop, Dinner and Party Featuring Master Teachers

Richard Powers/Mirage Marrou Todd Wagner/Sarah Tull
o BN A TR

Presenting Fundamentals and Variations of
Cross-Step Waltz Mez6ségi tAncok, Hungary
Freestyle Social Tango
For the Workshop, partners will rotate.
We seek a balance between Leaders and Followers.

Saturday, June 8, 2013

St. Bede’s Hall, 2650 Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park

Doors open: 11:45 am
Workshop: noon - 6 pm.
Early-registration highly recommended to secure a spot.
Potluck dinner 6: 00 pm -7:15 pm.
Everyone welcome; no partner required
Party: 7:15 pm — 10:45 pm.
Everyone welcome, no partner required
See Registration Form (next page) for information on registration, pricing, and details on the Workshop,
Potluck Dinner and Evening Party.
Spend the full day of fun and friendship with our Master Teachers and fellow folk dancers.

Questions? Email Loui Tucker at Joui@louitucker.corm.
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"It Takes Two"

Saturday, June 8. 2013
St. Bede’s Hall, 2650
Sand Hill Road, Menlo Park

M7
ner/Sarah Tull

e n
dah -
Richard Powers/Mirage Marrou Todd Wag

Workshop: Noon to 6:00 pm
We seek a balance between Leaders/Followers. If we receive an imbalance, you may wish to be placed on a
‘wait list.” To assure fast confirmation, register early and register with a ‘registration buddy.’ A registration buddy
helps insure everyone has a partner during the Workshop. Partners will rotate.

Potluck Dinner: 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm
Open to all dancers; bring a dish to share per your last name: A-H: appetizers; I-Q: main dishes; R-Z: salads.
Desserts & drinks provided by the Federation. Oven and refrigerator are available.

Evening Party: 7:15 pm to 10:45 pm
Workshop and non-workshop dancers are welcome. Party features mostly couple dances, mostly by requests,
from all countries. Todd, Sarah, Richard, Mirage will ‘quick teach’ fun dances throughout the party. Loui Tucker
will call contras.

Early registration: Now to May 24

Your Name: Leader/Follower (circle one)
Registration Buddy Name: (the reverse of yours)
Federation member Non-member

___Workshop $10/each = ___Workshop $12/each =

___Party $10/each = ___Party $12/each =

___Whole event $15/each = ___Whole event $20/each =

Regular registration: May 25 to June 8

Your Name: Leader/Follower (circle one)
Registration Buddy Name: (the reverse of yours)
Federation member Non-member

___Workshop $12/each = ___Workshop $15/each =

___Party $12/each = __Party $15/each =

___Whole event $20/each = ___ Whole event $25/each =

Total Payment: $

I am mailing a check I will pay with Pay Pal at www.folkdance.com
Email (Print clearly): Phone

Required for us to confirm your registration. Mail your check and this registration form to: Folk Dance Federation, 153 Race Street,
San Jose, CA 95126, Or pay with Pay Pal on www.folkdance.com and email this registration form to Loui Tucker at
loui@louitucker.com.

Walk-Ins: If there are any openings available at the Workshop (due to no-shows), you are welcome to register. You will be given
first-come first-serve priority after wait list registrants,
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The 66th Year l
July 21-28 & July 28- August 4, 2:'1;\ -

University of the Pacific, Stockton, California V4

Stockton Folk Dance Camp 2013

will welcome the following teachers:

R o R W o ; BT TR T T P € ) s VN
AN SO N sy JEE IR, A R Y

e 4
Pampa Cortes & Erica Goldman Yves Moreau Lillian Vlandi

Gig Jensen Israeli Bulgarian Greek
Argentine Folk

R O
W

Jerry Helt Ziva

American

Lucia Wolfgang
Cordeiro Schliiter
Brazillian German

Emtiyaz

Squares
Belly Dance

Music with Miamon Miller with

My Men and Yours
Registration form online at www.folkdancecamp.org

";:“‘;;
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STOCKTON FOLK DANCE CAMP Name(s):
REGISTRATION FORM Address:

Phone:
Email:
; Emergency Contact:
Camper Information (Check all that apply):
O 1st Week 0O 2nd Week O Both Weeks
O Male O Female Age: 0O Under20 O 20-40
O Smoker O Non-smoker [OEarly Bird ONight Owl O 40-60 [ Over 60

I want to room with:
(If you do not specify a roommate, you will be paired with someone with similar inforrnation)

O Iama 1% year camper [ I'd like amentor [1 I am willing to mentor a 1* year camper
Fees (Per Person, Per Week):

Item Prices # People # Weeks TOTAL
Tuition, meals, shared room $890.00 x X
Tuition, meals, private room $970.00 X
Tuition enly (no meals or room) $505.00 x X
Full payment received on or before June 30, 2013 - $ 20.00 per person
EXTRAS SUBTOTAL
Linens $10.00 x X =
Paper Syllabus $20.00 =
DVD $60.00
DVD Postage (outside US only) $3.00 =
Folk Dance Camp T-Shirt (S, M, L XL) $20.00 x =
Folk Dance Camp T-Shirt (XX, XXX) $22.00 x =
For T-shirt Orders: EXTRAS SUBTOTAL = $0.00
0O Woman'’s Size: O Man's Size: _____ SUBTRACT DEPOSIT =

TOTAL $0.00

AMOUNT OF PAYMENT WITH THIS FORM

Payment Options:

® Mail a check made out to Folk Dance Camp with your completed registration form to:
Registrar, 153 Race St., San Jose, CA, 95126

® Use PayPal - On the left side of the Stockton website (www.folkdancecamp.org), click on Registration
and then on Make a payment. PLEASE NOTE: A $10.00 fee will be added to all PayPal
and credit card transactions to offset transaction costs. Email your completed registration form to:

reqgistrar@folkdancecamp.org
$100 deposit will hold your place — partial payments are accepted throughout the year
LL PAY ST BE RECE JUNE 30™

CANCELLATION POLICY:
If you cancel BEFORE June 30, a $50 processing fee will be withheld from your refund.
If you cancel AFTER June 30, your $100 deposit will be withheld from your refund.

Questions: Contact Sabine Zappe at: registrar@folkdancecamp.org or 1-408-658-7007
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Council & Club Clips

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS. The 65" Festival of the
Qaks on Friday, February 8 and Saturday, February 9 was
a huge success. George and Irena Arabagi’s Institute of
Ukrainian and Moldavian dances was well-met by the dancers
who came from near and far. As usual the lunch of the home-
made meal prepared by Esther Mann and her crew was gob-
bled down. As 1n the past, great bargains in breads and pastries
flew out the door. In the Main hall, further bargains were
snapped up in the used costume sale. And the free snack table
in the afternoon was both healthy and tasty. The dancing could
not have better! Plan to come to the 66™ Festival of the Oaks.
It will be in February 2014. —Naomi Lidicker

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—

Plans are coming together for the Camellia Festival,
March 8-10, 2013. We hope you will come! The Friday Party
(starting at 7:00 pm). Several of our local teachers will be call-
ing Contras and English Country Dances for the first hour.
Following that, there will be recorded music of popular
dances. Saturday the Workshops start at 1:00 pm with Pampa
Cortes and Gigi Jensen teaching Argentine Folk Couple
Dances. They were very popular at Stockton Folk Dance
Camp last year where they taught Tango. These dances are
more "user friendly” and good material to take to your local
group. The second Workshop at 3:10 to 5:00 pm will be

Ventzi Sotirov teaching Bulgarian dances. His material is al-
ways popular, and we are very happy to have him joining us!
Please sce the Flier in this issue for all the details, and/or go
to folkdancesac.org.

The Saturday party will start at 7:00 pm and will include
reviews of the workshop dances as will as requests. The Sun-
day International Dance Concert at 1:00 pm will feature the
dynamite young people's Ukrainian dancers, Sonechko and
Kalyna, taught by Irina and George Arabagi, who many peo-
ple got to know this year for the first time at Stockton Folk
Dance Camp. They always put on a great show! We are also
hoping to have Tance El Dorado performing, and possibly a
new Hawaiian dance group. Plus an exciting array of different
local dance groups. It is always a wonderful show! After the
show, there will be an hours of easy general dancing with the
idea of introducing new people to folk dancing. During that
show we will be Honoring Barbara Bevan for her many contri-
butions to the folk dance world.

And speaking of Beginners and Barbara Bevan, she will
be starting a new Beginner' Class on March 14, just following
Camellia Festival. The first meeting will be called
"International Dance Festival for New Dancers" followed by 3
weeks of classes, Mar. 21, 28 and Apr. 4. All 4 events are at
7:30 pm, YLI Hall, 1400-27th St. at N, Sacramento. Mar. 14 is
free. The others cost $5 each.

—Barbara Malakoff

|Corne celebrate our 36™ Yearll

RAZZMATAZZ FOLK DANCE WEEKEND
MAY 31, JUNE 1,2, 2013
MENDOCINO WOODLANDS
with
AHMET LULECI - TURKISH DANCES

. Our stellar music staff:
EDESSA - George Chittenden, Lise Liepman,
Rumen Shopov, Ari Langer, Paul Brown
Plus
Joe Finn & Paul Johnson - Scandinavian & Cajun music
and special guest musician Vladimir Mollov

Cost: $145 per adult (age 18 and over); $90 per child (17 years and younger).
Cost includes: 2 nights lodging at beautiful Mendocino Woodlands Camp #1, hearty meals, snacks, live music
parties and dance instruction. For a registration form, email: marilynmsmith@sbcglobal.net
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Jim Gold Folk Tours :2013

Travel Travel with International Folk Dance Specialists:

broadens Jim Gold, Lee Otterholt, Adam Molnar,
us! Richard Schmidt, and Tineke van Geel
*090

POLAND! ... June 9-24, 2013. Led by Richard Schmidt.
Krakéw, Zakopane, Lodz, Torun, Gdansk, Olsztyn, Warsaw.
Castles, palaces, historic sites. Folk dancing with local groups!

NORWAY!I! . .. June 15-25, 2013. Led by Lee Otterholt.
Optional folk dance workshop in Drobak: June 14-16.
Oslo, Bergen, Hovin , (Telemark), Fjord Cruise, Voss.

Norwegian and International dancing.

BULGARIA, MACEDONIA, GREECE!. . . July 28-Aug 11, 2013.
Led by Jim Gold.
Sofia, Kjustendil, Skopje, Ohrid, Bitola, Florina,
Thessaloniki, Plovdiv, Koprivshtitsa Folk Festivall
Balkan culture, Sephardic heritage, folk dance, more!

HUNGARY! ... July 30-August 12, 2013. Led by Adam Molnar.
Budapest, Eger, Hortobagy Plain,
Jaszbereny Folk Festival. Magyar travels.

ALBANIA and Corful . .October 6-20, 2013
Led by Jim Gold and Lee Otterholt.
Adventures in Tirana, Durres, Viora, Kruja, Shkoder, Berat,
Saranda, Butrini, and Gjirokastra, Greek Island of Corfu!
Meet and dance with Albania and Greek folk dance groups!

ARMENIA! . . . May 12-23, 2013. Led by Tineke van Geel.
Yerevan, Lake Sevan, Garni temple, Zvartnots, Edsmiadzin Cathedral.
Armenian folk dancing , touring, and more!

Visit www.jimgold.com for itineraries, details, and Youtube videos.

TOUR REGISTRATION: Can’t wait to go? Reserve your place now by sending a $200
per person deposit. Or register with credit card by clicking Folk Tours at: www.jimgold.com

Tour(s) desired
Name Address
No. of people Phone( ) Email

Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.
(201) 836-0362 www.jimgold.com Email: jimgold@jimgold.com
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Surfside Statewide with lliana

Bozhanova and Andy Taylor-Blenis

By Valerie Daley

The Folk Dance Federation of California, South, is excited to
present master teachers Iliana Bozhanova of Bulgaria and
Andy Taylor-Blenis of Boston in a weekend of fun and danc-
ing at the 2013 Statewide Folkdance Festival in Beautiful
Santa Barbara, May 17-19.

The weekend marks the California premiere of Iliana's
newest CD, "Destiny," a collection of 14 traditional dances
from various parts of Bulgaria. By agreement with the artist,
she will teach alternate material to California groups prior to
the festival. She and Andy have also agreed to allow Statewide
to sell video recordings of their material as part of fund-raising
for the weekend. Both artists will have CDs available for pur-
chase during the weekend.

Iliana is a native of Galabovo, Bulgaria, and comes from
a family of South Thracian musicians and singers. She com-
pleted her Bachelors and Masters Degrees in "Bulgarian Folk
Dances and Choreography" in Plovdiv at the Academy of Mu-
sic and Dance Art, the oldest in the Balkans and the most pres-
tigeous Folk Art Academy in Bulgaria. In 1981, she gradu-
ated from the National School for Art Instructors. For the past
25 years she has worked as a professional dance teacher and
choreographer in Bulgaria. Since 2004, she has served as artis-
tic director Ensemble Voivodintsi an all-village performing
group 5 km from Plovdiv.

Iliana will be accompanied by her longtime accordionist
colleague, Todor Yankov.

.5 4
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Scandia Camp Mendocino

Join us June 8~15 and explore the
richness and variety of the dance
and music of Norway & Sweden.

Complete details and an ’
application are on our website
www.ScandiaCampMendocino.org

Scholarships available
A7) )

(o

Ao

Todor was born in Plovdiv but grew up in the village of
Dobralak in the Rhodope Mountains. His father, Vasil
Yankov, was a well-known gaida player in the area. Todor
began to play gaida as a child, then at age 10 took up the
kaval. At age 16, he began to study accordion. For more than
20 years he has played with the Hisar folk orchestra. He is also
the accordionist for the following folk dance ensembles:
Riichenitsa, Hebar, Piildin and Voivodintsi.

Andy Taylor-Blenis was featured at Stockton in 2011 as
a teacher of Portuguese Dance, yet not only did she bring
wonderful dances from Portugal, she brought a fresh, organic
teaching process. Wow! It is a great joy to showcase her gifts
as a teacher and have her offer a sampling of dances from sev-
eral countries.

She is the daughter of folk dance icons Marianne and
Conny Taylor, who helped found the Folk Arts Center of New
England. After receiving her BFA in dance, she focused on
her contemporary dance career yet continued to teach interna-
tional folk dance. She clearly enjoys walking that line between
contemporary and traditional, International dance through her
teaching in the studio and with higher education classes in
Modern/Jazz and residencies in schools. She is artistic director
of Mladost Folk Ensemble in Boston and the Royal Scottish
Country Dance Society (RSCDS) Demonstration Team and
the Wheaton College Dance Group in Norton, MA. Andy will
bring to Statewide dances from Hungary, Portugal and France.

We are in for a fantastic week end of dancing joy this
May, in one of the most lovely settings on this planet! Imagine
sunsets over the Pacific! I imagine dancing kolos with beloved
dance friends on the sand, just fifty yards from our venue!
There are many great restaurants for the foodies, but I think I'd
prefer to bring noshings from Trader Joe's and spend non-
dancing hours on the beach!

Don't pass over the contra dance offer on Sunday eve-
ning without seriously thinking about this: The Carrillo Ball-
room floor is THE most wonderfully sprung floor this side of
the Mississippi, and equal to the only other such sprung floor
in the USA. Even if you're not that gung-ho on contra, (hey!
it's FUN!) the thrill of dancing on this floor is not to be
missed!

Save the dates! May 17, 18 and 19, 2013! See you there!

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,

Thank goodness that we have many kinds of dance groups,
from "mostly couple" to "mostly Balkan," and everything in
between. Something for everyone! I'd love to keep it that way.

My "home" dance group is the Albany Y on Friday
nights. I am pleased to say that we do mostly line and circle
dances where you don't need a partner. Our varied dances in-
clude Balkan (Bulgarian, Macedonian, Romanian, Greek,
Croatian, Serbian), Turkish, Albanian, Israeli, Israeli/Persian,
Armenian, Black Sea, and Russian, with an occasional couple
dance thrown in there. I love it that way and wouldn't want it
any other way.

Thank you,

Terry Ritts
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Sye on Dance by ESileen
A Few Observations

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com

1- Dances change. Yes, it happens. I call it “dance
creep”. Surely when you’ve danced with a bunch of people
from different groups you've spotted deviant behavior! I've
noticed when visiting a different group that a dance I know
well might have a new twist, a hop instead of a leap, a touch
instead of a kick, etc. Don’t even talk about the arms! The
group will now have “adopted” this “new” dance and it be-
comes part of that group’s accepted “village” dances. If you
check a dance on the Internet there will be even more varia-
tions. It used to drive me crazy! But the longer I dance, the
more I accept that it is inevitable. Everything changes,
evolves, and it is part of life. And now that I’'m teaching, I
realize even more that you teach the dance, throw it out there
to the masses and once you let go it takes on a life of it’s own.
Like a wayward child. But you still love it,

2- When I"'m here in Russell, I attend a weekly ballroom
dance group. We frequently learn new “sequence” dances
from a wonderful teacher named Brian Jones who comes up
from Auckland. When I return in the spring, I realize that the
dances have changed from when I left in the fall. But, since
you dance individually with different partners, instead of
evolving in a group form, they evolve differently from person
to person! So you have to remember who you are dancing with
and remember how that particular person changed the dance.
Makes for a bit of a challenge, but makes life interesting. Indi-
vidual dance creep versus group dance creep. Who knew?

3- Re: letters to the editor about the current hot issue, i.e.
partner dances. It is great that so many people wrote in to ex-
press their views. I hope even more letters will come in, be-
cause the more input we all get, the better each group can con-
form to it’s own needs. But for now, it appears that all the
people who wrote supporting the addition of partner dances
were either males or women with partners, and the people who
wrote defending non-partner groups were women without
dance partners. I rest my case.

I'll see you all in March,

Greetings from N.Z.,
Kia ora
Eileen

whw FLASH wRw dhd FLASH w"ER hEhk FLASH wRw

Interested in participating in a folk dancing flash mob
performance? The Federation is planning to hold a
flash mob on:

Saturday May 18, 2013
at the
Festival of the Silk Road
Mexican Heritage Plaza
1700 Alum Rock Ave
San Jose, CA 95116

For more details contact:
Kevin Greek silkroadfestivali@ earthlink.net
Lucy Chang LucySChang(@ gmail.com

HERE’S MEMO!

By Loui Tucker

Memo Keswick will be a candi-
date for the President of the Folk
Dance Federation this spring. In
future editions of Let’s Dance!
he will introduce himself and
talk about his plans for the Fed-
eration. In the meantime, here is
some biographical information
about him.

Memo was born in 1952
in Compton, California. His fa-
ther was of mostly English descent, his mother of Mexican/
Californian-Spanish descent. His parents moved the family to
Anaheim, California, soon after Memo was born and he lived
there until leaving for college and the U.S. Navy. Memo
fondly remembers the orange groves and the beaches.

Although Memo didn’t start seriously folk dancing
until his twenties, in high school he began moving in that di-
rection. As a senior in high school he took up five-string banjo
playing, which introduced him to the world of folk music and
the people who played it. From those days, folk music became
his constant companion, helping him to grow socially, and to
survive his U.S. Navy deployment fixing jet electronics in
Lemoore, California.

Memo started international folkdance seriously in 1977
during his freshman year at CSU, Chico. A friend took him to
the local student folkdance club where he stood against the
wall in awe of music styles he’d never heard before, and
amazed by people who were willing to learn dances by just
dancing behind other, more experienced dancers. He stood
against that wall every Friday night for three months before
being convinced to try to learn some of the dances himself. A
year or two later he was definitely one of the regulars, and
he’s been folk dancing ever since.

He met his wife, Judy, at the Chico folk dance club.
What started as a great friendship changed to a romantic rela-
tionship after Memo’s trip to Mexico. Judy has many talents
herself - she’s a great dancer, a singer, a nurse and a university
professor. Whether they are attending someone else’s event or
creating an event of their own, Judy and Memo share the
many joys related to folk dance, music, and the innate cultural
diversity.

Memo thinks of himself as both a consumer and pro-
vider of folk dance. He says that, while he absolutely loves
those moments when he loses himself in the music and the
dance, he has learned that providing communal environment
for other to enjoy such moments is also very special. He and
Judy have organized many folk dance events in Chico and
Merced, and have taught folk dance in rural clubs and events
like the annual July, Grass Valley, California Worldfest.

There are many challenges to dancing and organizing
dance events in rural California. While venue options, event
funding, and marketing, are issues faced by any dance com-
munity, rural California dance communities have additional
challenges: 1) fewer people from which to draw; 2) fewer
businesses to approach for support; 3) less collective folk
dance knowledge than is typically found in large cities or ur-
ban areas, Memo has tapped and been grateful for the re-

Continued on page 18
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Sata Barbara

o Statewide 2013

May 1(-19
Registration

Contact for confirmation and syllabus
Name 1
Name 2
email
Phone
ail this form and a check for the grand total
made payable to Folk Dance Federation, South
before May 1 to: Statewide
% Rick Bingle
120 E. Juanita Ave.
Glendora, CA 91740

Name 1 Name 2
Package (at door $60) $50 $50
(All events except Installation Lunch & Afterparty)
Syllabus
Printed (Pre-order only) $5 $5 []
PDF (emailed) $3 [ ] 83
Installation Lunch |
BBQ Chicken $15 [ $15[]
Vegetarian $15 $15
T-Shirts s_M__L_ XL XXL__ $15-$18 |_1$15-818
$3 more :
Afterparty: Sunday Night Contras $5 $5 [

@ Carrillo Recreation Center
A Festival Instruction DVD will be available to order at the event.

GRAND TOTAL (both people) $

uestions? Email: Register@statewidefolkdance.com
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Schedule

Firday:
6:30 Registration
00 - 10:00 Dance $15
Followed by Silent Rolos
Saturday
8:30 Registration
9:00- 12:00 Teaching $20

12:00 - 2:00 Lunch Break (Installation lunch)
2:00 - 5:00 Afternoon Dancing (with walk throughs) $15
5:00 - OO Dinner Break
7:00 -10:00 Evening Festival $15
10:00-10:40 Ice Cream Social

Sunday
8:456 Registration
9:00 - 11:30 Teaching $20
11:30 - 1:30 Lunch
1:30 - 4:30 Dancing (with walk throughs) $15
4:30 END of Statewide
6:30 - 9:30 After Statewide Afterparty $12

Contra dancing at the Carrillo Recreation Center

Teachers
Iliana Bozhanova & Todor Yankoy
Andy Taylor-Blenis

All Events except afterparty ~ Veterans Memorial Building
112 W. Cabrillo Blvd

After Party - Contras Carrillo Recreation Center
100 E. Carrillo Street

Hotels: See Web site for latest information
Email: info@statewidefolkdance.com

WEB: Statewidefolkdance.com
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The Sacramento International Folk Dance & Arts Council,
the Folk Dance Federation of California, and California State University at Sacramento

Present the 57th ANNUAL

BV & CAMELLIA &Y &

INTERNATIONAL DANCE FESTIVAL
Sacramento, California
swvwa MARCH 8 - 10, 2012 sy
All events will take place at California State University Sacramento, 60oo J Street, Sacramento, CA 95819

in the Student Union Ballroom - Free Parking: Parking Structure I11, Level 3
All events are FREE for CSUS students with ID & those under 18 years of age

7:00 - 11:00 PM OPENING PARTY $7.00
featuring Requests & an hour of Contra & English Country Dance

gwa SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2013 sve

PAMPA CORTES & GIGH JENSEN

Argentine Folk Couple Dance Workshop 1:00 - 2:50 PM - $7.00

VENTZI SOTIROY

Bulgarian Dance Workshop - Non-partner 3:10 - 5:00 PM - $7.00

7:00 - 11:00 PM EVENING PARTY $7.00
Will include Workshop Dances plus Requests

& SPECIAL PRICE - $25.00 for all Friday & Saturday events &

“BARAD

ewe SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2013 & v
CSUS Student Union Ballroom
INTERNATIONAL DANCE CONCERT
1:00 - 3:30 PM followed by easy general folk dancing for everyone until 5:00 PM
Tickets available at the CSUS Box Office located outside the east entrance to the Student Union
$10.00 - Box Office opens at 11:00 AM
All events are FREE for CSUS students with 1D & thosc under 18 years of age

For more information and videos of past Camellia Festivals: www.folkdancesac.org

Phone: (530) 888-6586 or (916) 923-1555
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CAMELLIA INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE FESTIVAL

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

Free Parking in Parking Structure lil, Top Level
California State University, Sacramento, 6000 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95819

Take Hwy 50 east towards Placerville. Exit Howe Ave./Power Inn/CSUS. Get in
right lane. Turn right at the CSUS exit. Turn left at College Town Dr. Turn right at
Visitor Information Booth. Proceed straight to Parking Structure lll. Free parking
on top level. Walk north to the Student Union.

fr Entr
Take Hwy 50 west towards San Francisco. Exit Howe Ave./Power Inn/CSUS and
continue straight past Howe Ave. You are now on College Town Dr. Turn right at
Visitor Information Booth. Proceed straight to Parking Structure lll. Free parking
on top level. Walk north to the Student Union.

From Midtown (North Campus Entrance)

Take J Street east to Carlson Dr. Turn right into campus on Carlson, then left at
the Bus Stop onto State University Dr. East. Continue past the footbridge. Turn
right into Parking Lot #7. Proceed straight to Parking Structure lll. Free parking
on top level. Walk north to the Student Union.

From the Northeast Area (North Campus Entrance)

Take Fair Oaks Blvd. west to Carlson Dr. Turn left into campus on Carlson, then
left at the Bus Stop onto State University Dr. East. Continue past the footbridge.
Turn right into Parking Lot #7. Proceed straight to Parking Structure lll. Free
parking on top level. Walk north to the Student Union.

From Folsom Blvd. (South Campus Entrance)

Turn left (north) onto State University Dr. East between 65th St. and Hornet Dr.
Turn left at State University Dr. South/College Town Dr. Turn right at Visitor In-

formation Booth. Proceed straight to Parking Structure Ill. Free parking on top

level. Walk north to the Student Union.
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