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President’s Message

By Memo Keswick

In my first President’s Mes-
sage [ want to express our im-
mense gratitude. When I speak
in “we” it’s because without
my wife Judy’s support I could
not be President of the Folk
Dance Federation of Califor-
nia, Inc., Board of Directors
(BOD). Judy is retiring from . #5
her Nursing Professor position ] .y
and we’re relocating back to ?
Chico, CA. She’ll have more ﬁ £
free time so expect to see both i e 4
of us on the dance floors!

Foremost, we thank all of you dancers who are reading
these words. You’re likely a Folk Dance Federation of Cali-
fornia member. If not, do please become a member. Your
membership will support your dancing. It also helps bring joy
and friendship to others across this world. We thank all the
folks in the General Assembly who voted me into office. We
thank all the current and past BOD members and their fami-
lies. I’'m realizing how hard they’ve worked and/or will con-
tinue to work for us all. Especially, I thank Lucy, Richard,
Loui and Sabine. Lucy’s and Loui’s leaderships will be hard
Presidential acts to follow. However, the groundwork they’ve
both set in these last several years will continue to benefit all
of us. With your support I hope to continue their excellent
leadership.

Obtaining your valuable member input on BOD deci-
sions, increasing Federation membership, supporting our
dance communities, sound fiscal control, efficient BOD meet-
ings, and promoting more dancing sum up my initial “broad
stroke™ priorities.

One of the first specific priorities for the BOD is:

Planning the Statewide 2014 festival

As you know the wonderful Statewide 2013 festival was just
held in Santa Barbara. “Kudos” to the Federation (South) lead-
ers! Statewide 2013 was a whole lot of fun! While there some
of us also took advantage of an Ad hoc meeting to discuss
ideas on planning Statewide 2014. I appreciate the many
thoughts and conversations shared then. I left the meeting (and
Statewide 2013) knowing that it is important to move as fast
as possible in deciding a venue, teachers, music, etc. I also left
knowing that the BOD would benefit immensely from your
input prior to finalizing a decision on where to hold Statewide
2014. Obtaining your input soon is best!

By the time you’re reading this message there should be
more detailed information available about how to provide your
Statewide 2014 input to the BOD. Perhaps you may have al-
ready found related info on www.folkdance.com or have been
solicited for input by e-mails, social media, word of mouth,
phone conversations, etc. Regardless of when or how you hear
about the BOD’s request for your input it comes down to the
following two areas of input:

Individual Input: Share with your BOD any ideas you have
about venue, teachers, dates, activity format, parking, lodging,
etc.

Community Dance Groups: The BOD wants to know what

dance communities are interested in having Statewide 2014 in
their community. There are too many planning details to ad-
dress at the time of my writing this article. However, it “boils
down” to finding the BOD’s agreement on the right combina-
tion of a venue, community support, lodging, etc., that will
draw dancers from multiple communities to Statewide 2014. It
is expected that hosting Statewide 2014 will be a big benefit to
a local dance community.

I’ve much to learn about you and the Federation opera-
tions. Ideally, my prior non-profit work, many years as a
dance teacher, party coordinator, dance-group initiator, etc.,
will aid me as your BOD President. To speed up my learning
process I've also been reviewing By-Laws, meeting minutes,
descriptions of activities and thinking about or discussing
creative ideas about what the Federation could do.

Some of these ideas include:

- continuing to promote new dancer festivals

- continuing to support younger dancers

- supporting inter-collaborations between dance groups

- obtaining more member participation in ideas and promoting
dance, as well as dancing

- increasing the “marketing” of Federation activities & organi-
zation (including Social Media platforms)

- hosting a special fundraising event(s) where folks dress up
and perform in their favorite dance for quality video re-
cordings. Their dancing would be added to the ever-growing
“internet available” resource of dance videos.

- teaching folk dances in schools

- recognizing excellent dance leadership

Learning who you are, how to support you, what you
want from your Federation, what is already in place, what can
be accomplished (or not), how to be efficient in BOD matters,
how to increase the value of our dancing experience, and
many, many other things are things in my future. I hope your
participation in lots of Federation activities are in your future!

Besides participating as a dancer there are other opportu-
nities for involvement with Federation activities. Participating
in committees, helping at dance events, and sharing your ideas
are some of them. There are standing Federation committees
and a Statewide 2014 committee will be formed quickly. If
you’re at all interested in helping plan and execute Federation
activities, discuss your interest with myself or any other BOD
or committee Chair / member! Helping out can be fun and a
great way to make new friends!

Please introduce yourself to me by e-mail, on the dance
floor, etc. If I do forget your name, help me not forget it again!
Maybe punch me (lightly) in the shoulder? That should help
me remember it! Memory is not my greatest strength! So, 1
REALLY work at it.

My personal contact info is: memok@saber.net, “Memo
Keswick” on Facebook and LinkedIn, (209) 723-4016 (home)
(209) 261-6861 (cell).

I look forward to dancing with you, serving as your new
BOD President, and working with all who will also serve this

year on the Federation BOD or one of its committees!
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JULY/AUGUST, 2013 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracs
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!.
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood |_press@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

June 28-30 “Dances from Swabia”

June 29-July 6 Mendocino Folk Lore Camp.

July 21-28 & July 28-Aug 4 Stockton Folk Dance Camp—See ad on page 15.

August 1-4 New Mexico August Folk Dance Camp—For information contact: Charles Cummings, at 505-256-

3807 or charlesacummings@comcast.net.

August 11 Little Festival of the Redwoods. Petaluma and Novato International Folk Dancers invite you to
their Annual Festival of Fun. Potluck picnic at noon and 5 pm at Armstrong Redwoods State Park.
International Folk Dancing 1:45 to 4:15 at Guerneville Elementary School, 14630 Armstrong Woods
Road, Guerneville. All request program. Music—Elsa Bacher. Donation $5.00 See flyer on next page

Sept. 22 Fiesta de Sonoma More information to come.

Sept. 22 Changs Folk Dancers will be celebrating 75 years of folk dancing. Truly a cultural event. 3pm - 9pm.
Live music by Da! Mozhem and Vecernica. Bring a dish to share. San Francisco Croatian Cultural
Center, 60 Onondaga Ave, San Francisco

*Federation sponsored events.

Welcome new members New rate for students

Mari;g R_OSC’ membership chair, reports the following new At the April 28, 2013, General Membership Meeting, the Board
PERie: . of the Folk Dance Federation voted to create a new student
Alan Rothchild

membership rate. The rate for students will be $25 per year. To

Santa Cruz qualify for this rate you must be 26 years old or younger and
Rachel Buddeberg (a returning member) you will need to show proof of at least half-time enrollment in
San Francisco an accredited school.
Prebeeos Dwan Mem_bership rates wil} now be listed as follows:
Sebastapol Single Membership $35.00

. Couples/Family Membership $45.00
Kristalli Papadopolous Group/Club Membership $40.00
(Greek class every Wednesday, 7:15 pm, at Albert J. Student Membership $25.00

Boro Comm. Center, San Rafael) Just a reminder: Because the Folk Dance Federation is a 501(c)

San Rafael (3) organization, all payments (including donations) are tax-
Sunni Bloland deductible on your federal and state tax returns.
Berkeley

HAVE YOU VISITED THE FOLK DANCE
FEDERATION’S WEBSITE LATELY?

Did you know the Federation is now posting the minutes of
its meetings on the website? The minutes of the past nine
meetings are now available for viewing and more will be
added.

3
$2
31
43

Go to www.folkdance.com and look under the “Join the
Federation” tab.

And what do you think of the new website design???




LITTLE FESTIVAL

OF THE

Sunday, August 11, 2013
PETALUMA & NOVATO INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCERS

invite you to our annual Festival of Fun.
, Po3luck Pienic 12:00 noon & 5:00 p.m.

Place: ARMSTRONG REDWOODS STATE PARK
Guemeville, California

Please Bring: a HOT DISH, SALAD or DESSERT

‘ water.

Inrernational Folk Dancing 145-415pm.

Place: Guemneville Elementary School
14630 Armstrong Woods Rd., Guemeville

Donation: $5.00

% b All request program of YOUR favorite dances
'hg >, ;. Music - Elsa Bacher
\\ Al Il /711 I/ ¥4 *#\We allow no guest to be hungry, thirsty or unhappy!
\e ul \U [I/
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Council & Club Clips

Berkeley Folk Dancers.

We have a packed summer and early fall. It begins with Fun
Night on July 19. “Welcome to Waltzville” at Live Oak Park
Social Hall on Shattuck at Berryman, Berkeley. Come join the
fun planned by the Beginners Class from 7:30 to 10:00 pm.
Women, wear your flowing, swirling and most glamorous
costume. Gentlemen, don’t let the ladies outdo you! There will
be punch and finger food to add to the merriment and joy of
the evening. $5 for members and $7 for others. ! Contact: Bill
Lidicker 510-528-9168 or Marija Hillis 510-549-0337.

The last two weeks in August will feature special nights
of dancing and teaching. Every night a different type of dance
will be taught by guest teachers. Albany Y will schedule their
typical evening. There may be an evening of beginner dances
or perhaps an evening of advanced dances. An evening of ever
popular Ceilidh dance is scheduled. See our website for sched-
ule and admission prices. Website:
www.berkeleyfolkdancers.org. Contact: Ruth Gasser 510-452-
0806.

Our new dancing year begins in September. The new
schedule will be posted in the September issue but in the
meantime two important dates are: (1)

Tuesday, September 3 our new Beginners Class starts at
Live Qak Park Social Hall at Shattuck and Berryman, Berke-
ley from 7:35 — 9:35 PM. Mark your calendar and tell your
friends, neighbor and fellow workers. The 8-week course still
is only $30 and will again be taught by the energetic Claire
and Al George.

(2) Saturday, September 7 New and Returning Dancers
Festival at the same address. Again, please mark your calen-
dar and, more importantly, tell your friends, neighbor and fel-
low workers. This is our chance to introduce or reacquaint
others to the joy of dancing. The price is right. FREE! Contact
Claire and Al George 510-841-1205.

A quick reminder: BFD will not be dancing on Thurs-
day, 4™ of July or Monday, September 2, Labor Day.

—Naomi Lidicker

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
Summer is here, and most classes are taking a break over the
summer. But we always start the fall off with a bang, at the
Membership BBQ on August 24. Everyone is welcome, and it
is a beautiful setting on the outdoor dance floor at the Wolter-
beek's beautiful estate in Shingle Springs. Bring a potluck
dish. Hot dogs and hamburgers will be served. Bring your own
beverage. There will be dancing till all shoes have been
danced off. $10 gets you entry AND membership in the Sacra-
mento Folk Dance Council for a year. It's a great way to get
together in a relaxed and beautiful setting. When did you last
actually see some stars? And there will be plenty of stars on
the dance floor, too. —Barbara Malakoff
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Magical Razzmatazz at
Mendocino Woodlands

By Gary Anderson

My final thoughts as the last night at Razzmatazz winded
down for me (others kept going for two more hours!) was
about the music—George Chittenden and Lise Liepman and
their bands are treasures. We are blessed with some of the
most wondrous musicians. I can forget dancing and just listen
to George playing! But this group of musicians are well
rounded and we enjoyed not only Turkish to go with the
dances being taught but other Balkan dances and Scandi
dances AND Cajun, a welcome surprise for an old two-
stepper. Loved it.

As Marilyn commented to me: “For me, it was the spe-
cial feeling at camp this year and many people commented on
it. It just felt so deep and meaningful; it seemed to strike a
very personal note for so many people. I'm very blessed.” The
feeling was noticeable. The dancers seemed to participate in it
also. Just to hold someone close and sway back and forth to
the music, letting it flow through you, one with the magic.

Razzmatazz attracts interesting people and one of the
great benefits is the chance to talk to people we’ve only heard
about but never met personally. Nada, your recordings collec-
tion far exceeds mine, but your other talents are more impor-
tant. Phyris, I’ve heard your name for years but the chance to
dance with you was heaven.

Supplying much of the magic were the musicians:
Edessa (Lise Liepman, George Chittenden, Ari Langer, Ru-
men Shopov and Paul Brown), our guest musicians in-
cluded: Joe Finn and Paul Johnson playing Cajun and Scandi-
navian. Our guest Bulgarian accordion player was Vladimir
Mollov and our guest Bulgarian singer was Radka Varime-
Zova.

The camp had campers from as far away as Washington,
Oregon and Texas. Phyris Tobler helps with all the data bases,
name tags and volunteer signups. Stefanie Anderson and De-
nys Carrillo help with registration. Nicole Saadeh is our
cook. Ahmet Luleci was our guest teacher. Rumen Shopov
also led the singing workshop after lunch on Satur-
day. Vladimir Mollov accompanied him on the accor-
dion. Nada Lewis serenaded us in the dining hall after dinner
and people got up and waltzed in the aisles. Steve Ayala
brought all the LED candles that we held as we walked down
the hill from the dining hall to the dance hall.

Yael Schy played and sang "Istanbul, Not Constantin-
ople" on her ukulele during Happy Hour and Ahmet and Rikki
Nicolae performed a Turkish wedding dance during the eve-
ning party.

Ahmet Luleci taught Mavilim, Mori, Elmalarin Yongasi
Dik Halay and Ug Kiz Bir Ana

An exhausting camp but that is what it is all about, if you
are not tired you are not participating! (I pulled off the high-
way on the way home and napped for an hour.)
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The old hall welcomed lots of dancers for the
Razzmatazz weekend—~Photos by Gary Anderson

Ahmet Luleci, Brigitte VanDeberg and Erin Kurtz
performing at Razzmatazz
Mendocino Folk Dance camp

Here is a copy of the Certificate of Merit and AppreC|at|on glven to Lucy Chang.
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Tl'ns (ertificate of Meritand APPrc:aatlon is presented to l_ucH Chang, We
celebrate her many accomplsshmcrts Junrg hertwo years of senice tothe raﬂt Dance I:ederahon of
California Uune 2011 to June 2013).

*  Various creative incentives along with her personal efforts have dramatically incressed
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Ef::.:; y membership in the ["ederation during her termin office.

;‘;‘%h .. . * H er c!'lanplnrnng of (and attendance at) the New Dancers Festivals has brntght new members

k"&,’é , to ourlocal dance dubs.

:”'Y,‘,'-’; *  Neweventssuch as the Review of Summer (Camps ‘Norl:shop, the Magpole C elebration, the

Y. ’H ;.‘: 2 Flashmob, the Couples Workshop and the Officers [Hall have increased the [ederation’s

i3 o visibilityy and visbilitg among;its members.

;,:_“* * She emdsioned and encauagecl the Jevelopment of an on-fine calendar of dsrce events that

,._" -,’ nawg:hdazensa”iﬁ perweelc and !ceeps merﬂ:ersand non-members informed.

'} ;'q *  Her sense of fiscal responsibility has guaranteed that the ["ederation will continue to be R
:;-.'f"a finandally sound. Pras

:‘? : *  Hercreation of Dancers on (Cafiwill make it possible to answer requests for amateur
E‘? performancesin the general population as well as create other out-reach passih'liﬁes.

Forall these 'l:h'ngs, aswell as lnerapﬁrrism, her endless enthusiasm and 5tpportfordl types and
a‘l:glea of folk dance, her abilﬁ:g to !Jrig dancers from different communities tqgether, and hertireless
efforts on behalf of the [ederation in general, we thank her for her senice to our dancing community.
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MAYPOLE CELEBRATION
May 5, 2013
By Ken Kaye

The chilly temperatures, overcast skies, drizzle, and even a
roll of thunder did not stop fourteen children from weaving a
Maypole in Golden Gate Park on the morning of May 5th. The
children and their families, led by Nancy Kaye, with live mu-
sic provided by members of Da! Mozhem marched onto the
field, assembled around the Maypole, danced to Sellenger's
Round, and began to weave and then unweave the beautiful
and colorful ribbons around the pole.

The children clearly enjoyed themselves and delighted
their parents, and fellow folk dancers who cheered them on
and who then stayed for the barbecue, exhibition dancing,
music, and then international folk dancing done on the grass.
Even the sun came out to take part in the festivities and not to
be outdone, the adults participated in weaving a Maypole in
the afternoon. The participants were entertained by dancers
from the San Francisco City College Folk Dance class, the
same group that danced the previous week at the Blossom
Festival. It was a delight to see them once more.

Kudos and congratulations to Lucy Chang, Luiselle Ya-
kas, and Nancy Kaye for the hard work and dedication for
making the Celebration a success.

A Proper Welcoming of Spring - Changs
International Folk Dancers Say "Thank You"

It says a lot for a lot of people, but we were able to pull to-
gether a great Maypole Festival last May 5™. Thanks to Lucy
Chang and Nancy Kaye who conceived the idea for the event
and a great thanks to Changs' kids for their enthusiasm and
talent for doing a quick study of the dance and having a great
time doing it! I also have to thank Michel Hardbarger who has
worked with these kids at Changs Family Night and really
honed their dancing skills and love for dancing. We did have a
great Maypole Festival. The weather began like a typical Eng-
lish event, overcast with drizzle, but what a beautiful day it
turned out to be. And the setting couldn't have been better.

The backdrop of the Pioneer Log Cabin in Golden Gate Park
with its towering trees and spring flowers was the perfect
stage for the English Country Dance performance by the
CCSF folk dancers. Thanks also goes to them and their direc-
tor, Marguerite Fishman. Read further to get another glimpse
of the event. There has been some mention of doing it again
next year. Why not? We now have a great looking maypole.
Plan to join us!

Luiselle Yakas, President, Changs International Folk
Dancers

Family Folk Dance Night at Chang’s

By the Finn Family (Ken, Camille, Zinnia and Freesia)

Every 3™ Friday of the month — an “opening act” to Chang’s
regular party night — a group of families comes together to
learn Folk Dances old and new. Dance teacher and Chang’s
member Michel has all sorts of surprises up her sleeve to en-
gage and welcome any participants who may be completely
new to folk dancing. Some of our favorites: a stepping dance
through the minotaur’s labyrinth by candlelight for October; a
hula dance done in chairs set in rows about rowing across the
waters in boats; the hokey pokey around a “campfire” for
summertime. Through the years, the kids have also mastered
several traditional folk dances. When Chang’s “grown up
party” begins, the kids fill the request board with favorites
such as Tokyo Polka, An Dro Retourne, T’smidgje, Alunelul,
Chilili, Damat Halayi and La Bastringue. If you’re ever pass-
ing through on a 3™ Friday, come dance with us!!!

Spring Receives a Stupendous Welcoming
By Zinnia Finn
On May 5, 2013, my younger sister and I, as well as our en-
thusiastic friends, paraded through the trees in the park and
wove the colorful ribbons of the maypole. At first most of us
were cold, but then Nancy told us that in England the weather
is usually like this: overcast. We did a quick run through of the
dance while the musicians warmed up, and then meandered
along a path while playing music and welcoming spring.
Shortly we were at the meadow, and ready to dance around the
maypole. The rain started up during our routine, but we con-
tinued as planned, and I concluded that the rain was a symbol
of spring arriving in San Francisco. After the dance we began
an intense game of tag involving climbing over rough terrain,
as well as a sliver of strategy. This didn’t last for long, though,
because there were a colony of isopods and a comfortable log
just a few paces away. In no time at all, our parents beckoned
us to enjoy a hearty potluck while the sun gradually emerged
from its cranny behind the thunderheads. To conclude our
portion of the festivities Nancy taught us a couple dances, and
then we all bid our farewells, eager for the next third Friday
just around the corner.

Here is what some of my friends thought about the day:

I liked doing Sellenger's Round — Tessa

I liked the spider's weave on the Maypole - Sabina

What I liked about the Maypole was how everyone was
so cheerful. Also, I LOVED all the dances. Folk Dancing is
cool because you don't learn it anywhere else - Kiara

I had a great time dancing the Maypole! It was really
cool when everybody worked together on untangling the rib-
bons! Even though it started to drizzle, I had the time of my
life! - Claire
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Some happy, some thoughtful, some dreamy—Dancing at Kopach-

kas. Tarra Linder, Rachel Buddeberg, Carol Friedman, Chris
Tweedie, Joyce Clyde, Will Davorak

Photo by Gary Anderson—

Kopachka Throws A Party —

On Friday, April 26,2013, Kopachka Folk Dancers held its
Hardly Strictly Balkan Spring Dance Party in Mill Valley with
the band Da! Mozhem, It was a big success by all accounts.

But just what’s behind ‘throwing a party” for all to en-
joy?

First: calendar check, not to coincide with other dance
events around the Bay Area, very important, as we’ve devel-
oped a nice camaraderie amongst the groups in the North Bay
ever since co-hosting the party last fall with the Bulgarian
band Kabile at the Masonic in San Rafael.

Second: find a band everyone likes and offers good danc-
ing music with dances we all love to do. Da! Mozhem had
performed several times at Kopachka, so a very likely choice.
Nadav Nur, Kopachka’s vice president, contacted Ginny Sny-
der, Da! Mozhem’s willing leader, and proposed a gig. It
turned out the entire band was free...all 14 of them...on the
chosen date!

Next Kopachka member Toni Denmark’s wonderful
painting of opanci was used for a postcard and an ad for Let’s
Dance. Secretary Andy Toplarski designed them and publicity
chair Marilyn Wronsky mailed to all the dance groups around
the bay. Then, to get ready, Kopachka waxed Scout Hall’s
wooden dance floor in anticipation of a crowd and spiffed up
the kitchen too...looking pretty!

Let the party begin! Set-up meant an inordinate number
of cords, plugs, mikes and instruments to house (and then
tune) in a corner of the hall, as well as, room for all the musi-
cians too. Amazingly it all fit! The band played for 3 hours
and the dancers filled the room with every dance. The room
swayed and the music lingered long after the party. Dancers
came from Sacramento, the peninsula, across the bay, and the
city...from many different dance groups. Even Sunni Bloland,
my 70’s master folk dance teacher from UC Berkeley joined
us to watch. ‘The room was just electric and the crowd so
alive!’ a comment made by one and shared by many.

From Ginny’s perspective when asked if she had a favor-
ite song or dance number: ‘My personal favorite part of the
evening, was not a particular moment, but the camaraderie of
people dancing, singing and playing together. For me there
was an abundance of this sort of joy: the entire group singing

the Lesnoto at the end, people having taken the time to bring a
feast and seeing people dance with real joy.’

The musicians who made it such a success were: Alan
Moore - accordion and kaval, Barbara Saxton - vocals and
percussion, Ginny Snyder - clarinet, various strings and vo-
cals, Glynis Hawley - vocals and bass, John Burke - accor-
dion, tambura, bass and vocals, Joyce Clyde - gadulka and
vocals, Lew Smith - percussion and tambura, Nettie Weijsman
— vocals, Paul Litsky - prim and tambura, Radmilla Zaric -
vocals and primary language coach, Rich Tucker - percussion
and tambura, Sonne Lemke — vocals, Sue Cukrov - prim vo-
cals, and Andy Kascim (sound). Our sincere thanks and con-
gratulations to them!

After the evening was over, Kopachka donated a check
for $200 to the Kolo Festival, at the request of Da! Mozhem...
what a nice gesture from the band. A side note: the two miss-
ing instruments were found on the back steps the next morn-
ing! That sense of “village’ rang true.

Hardly Strictly Balkan indeed! Stay tuned for another
with our party in the fall next!

Susie Shoaf, Kopachka president (May 2013)

DANCE ON THE WATER
— New Hands on Deck

For 30 years, Mel Mann has
led groups of adventuresome
folk dancers on cruises
around the globe. Since 1984
his Dance On The Water
river cruise business has
hosted 55 trips to over 25 =3
countries and regions of the -,

world. 2013 will be his last il
year at the helm, with trips to = “YEERY
the rivers of Germany and S =i L=
the Hooghly in India. Marija and David Hillis

Beginning in 2014, Dance On The Water will be owned
and operated by Marija and David Hillis. Marija is a life-long
dancer and performer, currently teaching at Berkeley Folk
Dancers, where she and her husband got to know Mel. David
is also a teacher at BFD and a soon to be retired attorney.

It is the intention of all the parties to make the transition
unnoticeable to the traveler. Marija and David will continue
the tradition of mostly small boats, intriguing destinations, and
as many opportunities to folk dance as possible. And Mel,
who knows not the meaning of retirement, will be along on
most of the cruises, bringing his decades of experience and
troubleshooting, to assure that Dance On The Water will con-
tinue to present the best experience and value to its voyagers.

For more information, www.folkdanceonthewater.org or
(510) 526-4033.
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Surfside Statewide in
Beautiful Santa Barbara

By Valerie Daley
It was truly wonderful! The attendance surpassed our expecta-
tions. Many dear friends from the north made the southern
trek. It was delightful to dance, visit, dine together and cele-
brate the unifying of our N/S Federations in such a joyful way.
That is Statewide.

Others who were unable to make it this year were sorely
missed. That, too, is Statewide. This writer missed Placerville.

Dang. '

State- . ‘

ide also in- \
LTI Y - 108,
. ~. B :

installation of =
officers  for
both North and t

South. What a = ABSITY '
fun surprise it yABSIT ;%Ntl -
was to have A/-: A _
both  presi- £

dents  being \

installed  (or -

reinstalled,) ;

arrive wearing '

twin shirts and

twin badges! ‘ [ m—
Believe  me, Presidents, North and South:

this was purely Memo Keswick and Valerie Daley
coincidental! —Photo by Loui Tucker

Our fabulous Statewide teachers brought a variety of
fantastic dances, each teaching with her own well-crafted,
exquisite signature. Ilianna Bozhanov and Andy Taylor-Blenis
were dynamic, rich and so much fun!

Todor Yakov played his accordion for Iliana's elegant
teaching. It worked so well. Then, ever careful and precise,
she would have us finish by dancing to the recording. At the
end of the institute session, we were treated to a Lesnoto,
dancing around Todor as he played and sang with his winning
and distinctive voice. It was very moving.

Andy taught Portuguese and Hungarian dances, the latter
being a Bagi Suite that she has been working on with Andor.
Her radiant charm and vivacity had us raring to go. First, how-
ever, she took us through some warm-up and stretching exer-
cises, ever understanding and carefully considerate of our well
-being.

The after parties were where we danced to the live music
of not only Todor's virtuoso, but local musicians joined in,
too. The dancing space was tight, and it was hardly a sprung
floor, but it was a joyful and exciting experience! For me, it
had a village feel.

‘The institutes ended Sunday afternoon, but many of us
took advantage of a special invitation for Statewide attendees
to visit the Santa Barbara Sunday night Contra Dance. The
live music was provided by Celtic Spring, a fantastic family of
musicians and dancers. Dancing in the Carrillo Ballroom with
passionate contra folk to great music and a terrific caller was a
perfect way to end Surfside Statewide.

Petaluma Snap-Y Dancers Group Grows
By Carol Friedman

According to the most recent count, our Petaluma Snap-Y
Dancers group has grown by 14 members in the past year.
Some of these folks have been complete beginners; others
have been people who danced years ago and wanted to start
folk dancing again. It’s been exciting to see the group grow;
more people have also meant more energy, more fun, and
more experience in the dance circle.

I’ve been asked to write this article to share what we’ve
done to increase our numbers. So here are some things that
seem to be working for us:

e Active publicity and outreach: Because our class runs in
sessions (Fall, Winter/Spring, Summer), I do extensive public-
ity three times a year about the class including emails through
the BBMDE list, my own email list (which I keep updated and
growing), press releases to local newspaper and radio stations,
and online publicity listings. I regularly hear that new folks
heard about the class through the Santa Rosa Press Democrat
(online listings) and the Petaluma Post.

e Beginner lessons: Each session starts out with a review of
basic folk dance steps and terms, and every class starts out
with a beginner lesson. Each night after the beginner lesson, I
put on relatively easy and accessible dances for 30-45 min-
utes. If there are new folks at the class, I actively help them
out by either talking them through a dance, or forming a sepa-
rate line to learn the basic steps.

e Diversity of dances: I teach mostly Balkan dances, but also
have fun mixing it up with Israeli dances and (my latest favor-
ite) Urban Soul line dances. This session we were also pleased
to have Nadav Nur and Gary Anderson teach. I also make a
big effort to get to know everyone’s favorite dances and be
sure to put them on the evening’s playlist.

e Welcoming atmosphere: We have a fabulous group of danc-
ers, and every one of them makes an effort to welcome new-
comers and to help them out in the folk dance line. We make
name tags so people can get to know each other, and have
someone bring refreshments for each class. It’s a wonderful,
warm community - and we have a lot of fun! Everyone in the
class is folk dance ambassador, and word of mouth is the other
primary source of new dancers coming to join us.

Our summer dancing session is scheduled for Mondays 7
-9:15 p.m., June 3-August 5, at Herman Sons Hall, 860 West-
ern Avenue, Petaluma.

Here’s what I say in every press release I send out: Eve-
ryone is welcome to join us — all ages, newcomers, drop-ins,
beginners to advanced dancers; no partner is necessary.
Come enjoy our friendly atmosphere, great mix of dances, and
the wonderful wood dance floor at Herman Sons Hall.

I invite you all to come dance with us.
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2013 Camp Hess Kramer Workshop
Weekend — Oct. 18-19-20, 2013

Save the dates. Oct. 18-19-20, 2013 are the dates for the 29
year of having so much fun at the Camp Hess Kramer Work-
shop weekend. All year campers continue to talk about the
Camp Hess Kramer Weekend and they are anxiously waiting
for the next super enjoyable workshop weekend.

Our teachers this year are Beverly Barr—Los Angeles,
Suzanne Rocca-Butler—Northern Calif. and Israel Yakovee —
Los Angeles. This is the first year that Israel will be on our
teaching staff. These teachers all teach their own local groups
in their respective cities, as well as other workshops during the
year.

The campers love the teachers and the teachers love the
campers, We all look forward to seeing each other, getting to
dance together for a whole weekend, and building real worth-
while and lasting friendships.

The weekend is topped off with learning great dances
from wonderful, energetic, and experienced teachers. Most
people come home raving about the camp, the outstanding
food, meals, snacks, Happy Hour, Ice-cream Social, and fruit
& beverages 24-7, and of course, the beauty of the camp sur-
roundings in beautiful Malibu, CA. See the full page ad in the
next issue of Let’s Dance. Save the date. Plan ahead, for an-
other memorable camp experience. You do not want to miss
this weekend.

To request flyers for yourself or your groups, and for all
other information, please call Irwin or Beverly at (310) 202-
6166 or (310) 478-4659 or dancingbarrs@yahoo.com

Summer Folk Dancing in
Sonoma County

All request dances. All levels. Bring your own CDs or tapes,
or dance to our recorded music. No partners needed. Fine
wooden floors. Plenty of parking.

Dances from Armenia, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, France,
Greece, Hong Kong, Israel, Macedonia, Poland, Romania,
Russia, Turkey and many others.

Monday Folk Dancing at Snap-Y
Petaluma—Starts up on June 3 and runs through August 5.

e When: Mondays 7-9:15 p.m.

» Where: Herman Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma
+ Cost: $5

We'll be dancing to new and old recorded favorites; bring your
requests! Everyone is welcome - newcomers, beginning to
advanced dancers, all ages; no partner necessary.

Hope to see you all on the dance floor—Carol
Carol Friedman, 415-663-9512. cjay@horizoncable.com

Razzmatazz Summer folkdancing

Razzmatazz Folk Dance Club will have summer all-request
folk dancing every Tuesday night from 7 pm-9 pm beginning
June 4 and ending August 27. All levels are welcome! Ad-
mission is $4. Location: beautiful Lomitas Schoolhouse at
2421 Lomitas Ave. in Santa Rosa. Come join the
fun! Info: marilynmsmith@sbcglobal.net
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In Memorium

Henry “Buzz” Glass

September 1915-March 2013
Henry Glass, known to everyone as “Buzz,” started dancing in
the 1930s with Soong Chang at San Francisco State College,
and was a founding member of Changs International Folk
Dancers. In 1942, in the very early years of the folk dance
movement, he called for the formation of the Folk Dance Fed-
eration of California and was its first president. His list of
credits is extensive: he served on the Federation/Stockton Re-
search Committee for several years, edited Let’s Dance!
magazine for a year, was involved in several performing
groups and recreational dance clubs, choreographed many
dances (among them Blue Pacific Waltz, Numero Cinco and
Hopak), published several books including one on Mexican
dance, produced over two dozen folk dance records and a set
of CDs, called square dances, and taught in the public schools
and through the University of California Extension program as

well as at many other workshops and seminars.

Buzz was on the faculty of Stockton Folk Dance Camp
for 16 years, from its beginning in 1948 until 1967 except for
two years in the mid-1950s when he was in Mexico on a Ford
Foundation grant. There are two articles that originally ap-
peared in Let's Dance! magazine about Buzz Glass that are
available on the Federation's website -- www.folkdance.com --
under the Research tab.
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Sye on Dance by Cileen
Around the Bay — April 2013

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com

Saturday April 13" presented a dilemma. It’s so great that in
the Bay Area we get to have dilemmas. Should I go to a dance
party in Menlo Park, the annual Petaluma Spring Folkdance
party or Greek Glendi in San Francisco? In the end, the deci-
sion came down to proximity and Edessa, so I chose Glendi.
The evening festivities were held at St. Gregory’s of Nyssa
Episcopal Church in SF. What a place! The exterior looked
like something you’d find out in the country in the Caucasus.
Inside, around the walls under the dome were a hundred
brightly colored, huge painted icons, including depictions of
Gandhi, Lady Godiva, John Muir and John Coltrane among
many other historical figures. I was told that the church be-
lieves in worship through dance! Have a look at their Website
to see all the icons — you will be amazed.

Parking was easy and the atmosphere was very welcom-
ing, with complimentary wine, soft drinks and snacks. The
ever-popular Edessa played all night and there was a big
crowd of enthusiastic dancers. Members of my Wednesday
Greek group were there and we had fun doing “our” versions
of some of the dances. During a short break, a young pre-teen
group of dancers from the church performed admirably. And
how nice to see them interacting with the band. Go Sali. I wish
I had started folk dancing seriously at that age. It was a great
night.

In danger of becoming an Edessa groupie (there are
worse things), 1 went to the Starry Plough the following
Thursday night. Edessa was just one of three bands to perform
at the monthly Balkan night. Okay, I know I rave about these
evenings, but truly this was the best Thursday yet. Mostly be-
cause many dancers showed up for the great bands. Starting
off was Duo Nisiotika, consisting of Aya Safiya and Paul
Chronopoulos, playing beautiful Greek island music. Edessa
was next and branched out from the Greek music of Saturday
night into the rest of the Balkans, with great dance rhythms.
There were about 30 people line dancing around the Plough’s
floor. The most ever! And, really, it can’t hold too many more.
The last band was Fanfare Zambaleta — complete with seven
brass instruments and two drums. All coceks all the time!
Mostly. And I left my earplugs in my other purse! Toilet paper
is not as effective or comfortable, but one makes do in a crisis.
The energy in the room could have lit up Berkeley for a week.
I left happy and exhausted. The best kind of evening.

And more was to come the following Wednesday at the
Subterranean Arthouse in Berkeley. We are so lucky to live
where there are so many venues, musicians and people who
appreciate Balkan and other ethnic music. The Arthouse is just
off Shattuck Ave. on Bancroft, near lots of downtown Berke-
ley hot spots — but the block itself is a little skuzzy. Luckily
there is a parking lot a few doors down, but you still have to
run the gauntlet of street people. The place is just a storefront,
long and narrow. A few snacks and soft drinks were provided.
It is run by dedicated volunteers who are committed to provid-
ing great music to the public. That means you! And 1 was
proud to see that the ticket taker that evening was a long time
Albany Y attendee.

The evening started with MPQ, The Music Progressive
Quartet, direct from Skopje Macedonia. This group consisted

of four incredibly talented classically trained musicians who
play with the National Macedonian Philharmonic Orchestra.
They took traditional songs of Macedonia, plus a few original
compositions, and presented them with their own jazzy ar-
rangements by Marko Videnovik, who also played the viola. 1
have to admit, not being totally familiar with classical music
or jazz, I was in a little beyond my depth, but I certainly ap-
preciated vibrant virtuoso expertise of the musicians. And
their energetic dancing later in the evening. But I'm getting
ahead of myself.

After that performance, the chairs were cleared. I had not
realized the first time I was at the Arthouse for a listening only
performance, that it had a great wood floor. What a pleasant
surprise. It’s not overly large, but hey, there weren’t that many
of us dancing. The next band was Zabava Izvorno. Zabava
means party. Yeah! Um, how many bands are Bill Cope and
Tom Farris in anyway? Radka Varimezova, Corinne Sykes
and Michele Simon rounded out the group. Bill stressed the
importance of interplay between the band and the dancers and
I hope we didn’t disappoint him. The inimitable Jerry Duke
turned up to lead many dances and several Cal students taking
a “Balkan class” (I should have found out more about that but
I was too busy!) were dragged onto the floor, as well as a few
of the previously mentioned musicians. Lively fun ensued. We
danced our tushies off — but the evening still wasn’t over!
Some members of Fanfare Zambaleta arrived... with instru-
ments. This time I was ready for them — I had my earplugs! A
few die-hards (guess who?) kept rocking out on the dance
floor. Nice evening.

Around the Bay — May 2013

Herdelezi Festival

Last night I morphed into seaweed. I'll explain.
“Seaweed” is the term a friend of mine calls the young dancers
who follow the Balkan brass band circuit. They all stand
rooted to the floor with their hands raised and gyrate to the
lively music. You can see how a whole group of them might
look like a large patch of seaweed, flowing with the tide (or
beat). They are an enthusiastic group, consisting of young
(don’t ask me ages, because I can’t tell these days, but look
20’s to 40’s) women AND men, who feel the music (and each
other). They don’t seem to want to bother with learning steps,
but at least they are digging Balkan and are (mostly) off their
smart phones. I see the same faces at all the live music events.

The seaweed crowd was out in force on May 4™ at the 17
annual Herdeljezi Festival in Oakland. Oakland? Yes, it was
not in the beautiful Ives Park in Sebastopol this year, but in the
New Parish Bar in downtown Oakland. Herdeljezi is a tradi-
tional Romani (Gypsy) neighborhood celebration announcing
the end of the cold indoor season and the beginning of the
warmer season of movement and outdoor life, which was defi-
nitely happening in the Bay Area the first week of May with
the weather heating up. When I arrived, Inspector Gadje had
just started playing in the outdoor courtyard. A line of dancers
soon started, even though there was barely room to move. The
floor was concrete and uneven. No one cared. Trusty earplugs
at the ready, I joined the fray. Fun ensued.

Band number two, The Galbeno Band lead the crowd
inside to a dimly lit, nice sized black painted room with a large
bar at one end. More concrete graced the floor, and it was also
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