
































Sye on Dance by Lileen

Kolo Festival 2012

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com

To most people Thanksgiving means getting together with
family and friends and consuming a large bird. But, to the
Balkan dance community it means Kolo Festival-s only a day
away. Once again, Kolo Festival was an amazing two days
filled with music, dance, singing and joy and held at San Fran-
cisco City College. Our own Jerry Duke started early Friday
morning with some great basic Greek dances. In my experi-
ence, the International folk dance world doesn’t do a lot of
Greek dances and so Jerry’s hour was great at trying to rem-
edy that. He taught Zonarodiko Dousko, Zagorisios, Beratis,
Zaharoula (love it), Triti Pota and a few others. It was a won-
derful way to clear out that tryptophan funk.

Croatian dance teacher Zeljko Jergan taught the second
class. He has been to Kolo several times and is always a wel-
come sight. Along with his lively dances and beautiful music,
he adds an amusing patter of comments about Croatian cus-
toms. He said he remembers when he was a boy hearing
women from his village singing in four-part harmony. That
planted a seed for his love of Croatian dance and traditional
music and customs. He explained that it is customary to lean a
little forward while dancing, stemming from the women want-
ing to particularly show the embroidery on the back of their
skirts, which conveyed messages (to their prospective sweet-
hearts) by the different patterns and colors. He acknowledged
that he combines two or three dance patterns from the same
village to create his dances, because “no one today wants to do
25 minutes of the same dance”. The constant folk dance di-
lemma — “authentic” vs. choreography. But he said in that way
he keeps up with the times and still keeps the traditions alive.
Some of the dances he taught were Prosijala, Djevojcica Ruse
Brala, Lunica and Hvar Daces.

At the lunch break we headed out (since there are no
catering facilities on campus) armed with the (thank you com-
mittee) nice printed list of restaurants in the area. We wentto a
small Mexican place we discovered last year, and were pleas-
antly surprised that a new Whole Foods has opened a few
blocks away. The weather was lovely both days and the next
day we got lunch items there and had a picnic. A new kafana
section also was created on the landing to the left of the main
rooms. That was a big improvement over last year and was
very cozy with a nice dance area. You could bring your nicely
provided coffee or soft drinks to the tables provided. The cul-
ture corners were also presented there.

At his culture session, Zeljko showed a video of the Lado
Ensemble from Croatia, in which he was choreographer and
dancer for twelve years. He got very emotional just watching
the video. He said since the last war there has been a revival of
local culture, with tamburitzas in schools, new costumes and
dance groups, new pride. But there is no recreational folk
dancing for the ordinary person — the villages dances are done
only at weddings, festivals etc. Note - Croatia will be joining
the EU in July. And Zeljko will be joining the Laguna Festival
in February for those lucky enough to be able to catch him
there!

Also going on during the day were Kolos with the age-
less John Filcich, the heart and soul of the Festival. He contin-
ues to present dances drawn from his vast wealth of knowl-

edge and experience. In other rooms, for the musically tal-
ented there was Balkan Ensemble with Bill Cope, and Brass
Ensemble with Greg Jenkins and on Sunday Paul Bertin. For
the vocally talented there were singing classes with John
Morovich, Tanya Varimezova, and Radka Varimezova. On
Sunday we had two wonderful local guest teachers, Davida
Munkres who regularly teaches at the Albany Y — (come on
Friday nights to learn the dances) and Sue Willard, who has
also taught at the Y and other Bay Area clubs. Some time was
left in the late afternoon both days to review all the dances,
which was helpful — especially when the teachers weren’t
around. Makes you have to remember them. Thinking - a good
thing!

But! All that was just the appetizers to the real hearty
entree of the festival — the bands. Two rooms, no waiting! Plus
the kafana. The music was amazing. The Bitov Jam session
started the festivities Friday and Tam Jam on Saturday, fol-
lowed by the Kolo Festival Band. Other bands that performed
were the Varimezovi Family Band, Agapi Mou, Novi Male-
sevski Zurli (so primal and stirring — but you either love them
or hate them — I love them), Black Sea Surf (played many of
Ahmet Luleci’s dances among others), Trio Zulum, Da Moz-
hem, Trio Mio, The Helladelics and Brass Menazeri. A touch
of sadness here. The last two bands are (sob) breaking up.
Some band members are moving, seeking to further their mu-
sicianship, etc. Any clarinetists around to fill the coming vac-
uum? I have enjoyed them so much over the many years that
the two bands have been together, and wish band members
well in the future.

Huge thanks to the Board, consisting of John Filcich -
Founding Director, Jerry Duke -Festival Director, Bill Cope -
Musical Director, Jan Rains - President and Volunteer coordi-
nator, Sharen Nyberg -— Secretary, Miriam Berg — Treasurer,
Marion Earl - Registration Director and Non-Board Gary
Anderson - Publicity Chair and Rita Morgin - On-site registra-
tion coordinator, and tireless volunteers Lyn Curry and Mark
Angel. Plus a round of applause goes to all the other many
helpful volunteers and work exchange folks, without whom
the festival would not run so smoothly.

It was another fabulous weekend, dancing, seeing old
friends, making some new ones, learning new dances, embel-
lishing old ones and zoning out to your favorite band. Two
whole days of incredible experiences for the measly price of
$80. Hence this community email that recently came from the
Festival Board — “Kolo Festival was wonderful this year and
we look forward to more, but we did not take in enough $$ to
pay the rent. The musicians took a cut in pay, Jerry and Bill
donated their teaching time, Davida and Sue taught on work/
scholarships and SO - the board has decided to ask for dona-
tions. Please consider sending whatever you can afford (tax
deductible) to Miriam Berg, 2951 Derby St., #245, Berkeley,
94705. Donation checks should be written to: "California Kolo
Festival”. If you prefer to use a credit card, contact Jerry at
jeduke@sfsu.edu for more information.”

I hope some of you will consider donating so we can
keep this great Bay Area tradition going for many more years.
I think the fees are quite reasonable and perhaps when you
register next year you can also add a little something. Until
then check out the many bands playing around the Bay Area
for more kolo experiences. Hope to see you somewhere!

Cheers,
Eileen Kopec
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Letters to the editor
Some Observations about

Couple Dances
By Todd Wagner
I thoroughly enjoyed Loui’s article advocating couple dances
and would like to add some of my own observations. This
only applies to the Peninsula dance scene although I suspect
the rest of Northern California is similar. I teach a Hungarian
class that is almost entirely couple dances, but also co-teach a
class that is primarily Balkan line dances so I’m familiar with
both worlds.

Yes, there has been a dramatic reduction in the number
of couple dances taught in classes and done at parties. This is a
shame since outside of the Balkans the vast majority of Euro-
pean folk dances are couple dances. So are most Latin Ameri-
can dances and a good percentage of Israeli dances. It’s pretty
hard to call our activity International Folk Dancing without a
substantial number of couple dances in the repertoire.

In my opinion the root of the problem is that we are just
too accommodating. We want everyone dancing all of the
time, especially at parties. Many women, and sometimes men,
are left out of couple dances because they can’t find a partner,
don’t know the dance, or are uncomfortable dancing closely
with someone other than their SO (significant other, which
may be a non-dancing spouse). Our solution seems to be to
simply do fewer couple dances.

Of course once you eliminate couple dances, dances that
are too strenuous or fast for older dancers, Scottish dances for
the geometrically challenged, and anything too complex for
beginners, there isn’t much left. I don’t want to sound like an
ogre, but if we only do dances that everyone can do it gets
pretty boring. Until last year Marcel’s monthly parties were
held in two rooms, one for beginning dances and the other for
more advanced material. Couple dances and advanced line
" dances survived quite well there.

There is one simple solution, at least for teaching — RO-
TATE PARTNERS. In my Hungarian class we usually have
one or two extra men (!!!), but either way we always rotate
several times after teaching a new figure. If necessary we
break down the figure again after rotating. Besides the obvious
advantage of everyone learning the figures, another benefit is
that dancers who are struggling get to practice with dancers
that are more proficient. Kudos to Frank Tripi and Lucy
Chang for rotating partners while teaching Senderhoning at
the Officer’s Ball, where Nattergal also observed the nice
Scandinavian tradition of playing every dance twice so every-
one could switch partners.

I’ve taken a lot of dance classes in Hungary and they
always rotate partners there. It’s not mandatory and about 10%
choose to stay with a single partner, but the majority (even
folks who are there with their SO) choose to rotate so they can
practice with everyone. Rotating is also a great way to meet
potential partners. It’s a lot easier to ask a woman to dance at a
tanchdz (dance house) when my fingerprints are already all
over her.

There are two Hungarian dance camps in the US and
they always rotate partners. On the other hand, I’ve talked to
Stockton participants and apparently they seldom do so. When
asking women about a specific Stockton couple dance 1

frequently hear “I didn’t go to his/her class because I didn’t
have a partner”. Surprisingly, when we asked women about
a future couple dance workshop many said they would not
attend unless there was an even ratio, even if we rotated
partners. I find this disturbing since forcing an even ratio
means fewer women will have an opportunity to learn the
material. We can always play the dance twice.
The author:

Todd and his wife Sarah Tull teach Folkdances of Hungary
and Transylvania every Tuesday night at the Arrillaga Fam-
ily Recreation Center in Menlo Park. He and Martin Frost
teach Mostly Balkan on Thursday nights at the same loca-
tion.

Dear Editor,

Thanks for publishing Loui Tucker’s “An Advocate for Cou-
ple Dances,” which appeared in Let’s Dance, December, 2012.
I am highly interested in this timely article.

About one half of the dances introduced to Cerritos Folk
Dancers are couple dances. For years 2009, 2010, 2011, and
2012, the ratios of couple dances introduced are 76%, 43%,
49%, and 34%, respectively. In our first year, we learned
many partner dances and mixers. But, some of the guests to
our parties complained that we had too many couple dances.
Those comments made up dramatically reduced the number of
couple dances.

Some dance groups, who claim to do international folk
dances, actually concentrate on Balkan kolo dances. To be
compatible with one another, we have shifted a little toward
that direction. This time, Loui Tucker’s advocate encourages
us to stay in our original way of having a balanced couple and
non-couple dances.

Most of dancers in Taiwan, as well as those came to the
United States from Taiwan, prefer couple dances. Except Tai-
wanese aboriginal dances, almost all dances choreographed in
Taiwan are couple dances. Under that circumstance, there
have been more or less balanced numbers of the male and fe-
male dancers in Taiwan.

The dancers from Taiwan have more than fifteen folk
dance groups in the southern California. Some of those groups
have the number of male dancers nearly equal to that of the
female dancers. But the majority of them have more women
than men. Some women take the male’s role all the time.

Cerritos Folk Dancers has few male dancers. When we
do mixers, those women taking the male’s role usually wear a
long red ribbon around their waists. To distinguish the men
and women roles, we have been talking about wearing neck-
ties (for “men™) or necklaces (for “women”), putting 99-cent
hats, hanging name badges, and so on.

In doing a partner dance, male and female dancers pay
more attention to another person and develop more corpora-
tions between persons than when doing a circle dance or line
dance. In mixers, one can have closer contacts with many
more dancing friends and have better chance of ice-breaking.
To a shy person like me, couple dances extend a lot of my
social life. I vote for Loui’s advocate for couple dances.

—Wen-Li Chiang [chiangwenli@yahoo.com]
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Letters to the Editor

I just want to say kudos to Rachel Buddeberg for her Letter to
the Editor regarding couple dances in the folk dance world and
some of the implications of it, especially with her insight
about the whole modern take on “singleness” and
“coupleness.” And, I give another shout out to Eileen Kopec
as well for her opinions on the subject. I concur 100% with
both of these points of view.

When I first started dancing, around 1994, I went to a
large folk dancing group in the East Bay, but I became very
frustrated with their policies and stopped going within a cou-
ple of years, though I still kept my membership for all these
years afterward, as I believed in supporting folk dancing, and I
did like the people in the group. However, in 1995 or 1996 1
left in dismay to dance elsewhere. The problem for me was
that at least 60% of the dances there were couple or set dances,
all necessitating a partner, and there were not only not enough
men, but I felt that many of the couple dances were kind of
silly and uninteresting. When I attempted to complain, my
criticisms fell on deaf ears, and I was actually told, "Why don't
you go to the ___ group where they do all non-partner dances
if you don't like all the partner dances here." And, that is ex-
actly what I did, becoming a much happier dancer as a result.

While I do like Scandinavian dancing, and I go fairly
regularly to a local class for this, I attend because of how they
run the class and also because the gender mix is usually pretty
equal there; and, if it's not equal during the teaching, they al-
ways have us change partners constantly. Therefore, no one
sits on the sidelines because of lack of a partner, at least not
during the teaching. Also, the men who attend this class are
energetic enough to be able to move appropriately ... some-
thing that was sometimes lacking at other venues.

But, I go to my current dance group precisely because it
is non-partner dancing; i.e. Balkan, and most of us women,
and I assume most of the men who attend, since they come
regularly, really like it that way. I also thoroughly enjoy the
dances and the music from the Balkan areas, with its compli-
cated rhythms and haunting melodies. To me, non-partner
dancing is much more inclusive, and I guess it’s because any-
one can hold hands with anyone else, whether it be people of
the opposite or same sex. But, most of all, it is stress free be-
cause no one has to worry about finding a partner in order to
dance. I realize that some men like partner dances, but since
they’re primarily the minority gender in the dance world, they
never have to sit out, so it’s not quite an egalitarian situation.

I think it's really important to have venues where it’s
totally non-partner so that people can come and be relaxed,
without a care of being rejected for lack of a partner. It’s a
matter of comfort and trust, and that is priceless to me. And, I
believe it’s a huge relief to many people, but especially for the
women. When I attend Federation events, I expect that there
will be some partner and set dances, because that's simply the
way it is, and I can choose to do some of them or sit out and
talk to people if not. BUT, when I go to my regular dance
night, I want to DANCE as many dances as I can; and, if I sit
out, it’s because I want to rest or talk to someone and not be-
cause I don't have a partner.

Also, if there is a workshop somewhere and I see that
there is going to be the teaching of couple dances, or a large
percentage of it will be that, then I will usually forego the

event. I pick and choose my events often based on this. It's not
that I dislike all couple dancing, as I love Hungarian and Scan-
dinavian, but if there aren't enough men in the dance world,
then it just becomes frustrating and not worth the effort. It can
also be somewhat humiliating for women if they are not cho-
sen for a dance and end up sitting out too many dances on the
sidelines.

Oh, and then there's the argument that women should
simply take the men's parts so that they can dance all the time.
I'm sorry, but unless you're a teacher I don't think this is a
good alternative. It's too hard to learn both parts and then hope
you can switch back and forth gracefully enough. I ended up
doing a lot of the men's parts in the Polish class at Stockton
Folk Dance camp this past year, and while I did a pretty good
job of it during the class, at night some of the women I danced
with would end up dancing with the first male that asked
them. Or, I would be asked to do the dance by a male and then
be uncertain enough of the woman's part that I would tell them
to ask someone else. So, ultimately this is not a win-win situa-
tion but rather an unsatisfactory solution in my opinion.

So, I hope this helps to explain yet another point of view
that is probably shared by other women who steer away from
couple dancing venues. And, I think it’s always a good idea to
have discussions on issues such as these, because by talking
about such problem, it certainly helps to better understand
them and perhaps eventually solve them. —Kay James

Couple? Line? Enjoy!!!

I’ve enjoyed the articles in “Let’s Dance!” about couple
vs. line dances, and would like to add my feelings. I was fortu-
nate, many years ago as a single, to find a friendly and helpful
folk dance class oriented to couple dances near my home. I
loved the experience and was doubly fortunate to later join a
women’s folk dance group. We did almost all couple dances
and many of us learned to take the lead role. It was a fun chal-
lenge and a good way to be able to do all the dances at festi-
vals or parties. Though I was single for quite a few years, I’ve
also been fortunate to have had some fine partners over the
years. Now my husband has another dance activity once a
week and I enjoy taking the lead on the couple dances at our
local club. It’s amazing how nice my female partners are, even
when I goof. Yes, when I dance with a male I sometimes start
a turn in the wrong direction or try to do the male steps, but he
usually doesn’t complain too much.

My brother started ballroom dance about the same time
as I started folk dancing, and I tried to get him to try folk. He
found a group in the Washington D.C. area, but it had a balkan
emphasis, and he has refused to consider folk dance since,
though he is still an avid and accomplished ballroom dancer.

I love the variety of dances we do at most Federation
parties and at Berkeley Folk Dancers. I do hate seeing many of
the great couple dances eliminated from our repertoires even
though I can no longer do them justice. I realize that this vari-
ety does not appeal to everyone. There are many non-partner
venues to attend, but hopefully there is room in the folk move-
ment for those of us who want a greater choice of dance types.

--Louise Lidicker
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WOULD YOU BUY A USED CAR
FROM A FOLK DANCER?

By Loui Tucker

When Sabine bought a new car, we sold our old truck to some
folk dancers. When we wanted our front steps repainted re-
cently or our gutters cleaned last the spring, we contacted a
folk dancer. When we attend Stockton Folk Dance Camp
(you’re going this year, aren’t you?), we have a folk dancer
house-sit, and another folk dancer sometimes adopts of our
dog if we go away for a weekend.

I think most of us would trust a fellow folk dancer in a
business deal, and we would buy a used car from a folk
dancer! After all, if you’ve held hands in a circle, if you
learned to hambo and waltz together, if you’ve helped some-
one into a folk costume or shared a communal bathroom at a
dance camp, you develop a level of confidence. I’d go further
and say we’d probably also trust the spouse or child of a folk
dancer.

—

Scholarships are available!
Scholarships are now available year
round!

Contact Connie Hull
CPalm67@ aol.com
If you are interested in a scholarship.
Please contact her at least 30 days be-
fore the event is to happen.

You must be a Federation member.

|

There used to be lots of ads in
Let’s Dance! magazine. Sometimes
the entire back cover was a patch-
work of business cards - The Fruit
Basket Coffee Shop, Di Cicco’s
Pizzeria, the Basque Hotel, Law-
rence’s Department Store, Lew
Williams Chevrolet Center, Dia-
mond Roller Rink (from a Let’s
Dance! printed in 1960). All were
businesses wanting folk dancers as
customers!

STARR STUDIOS
Professionatl Stee! Guitar fmtruction
Modere Note Method

ETEL STARR, fasiructor

Yelepkoana AUams 7 2577
3594 VYentura Street

Ronnie Kincode Masr &, Steude
Welcomo Folk Doncers

IS YOUR EQUIPMENT INSJRED
WITH $mF

KINCADE INSURANCE
AGENCY

Complete Insurcrce Service
1330 L Strcct AM B.537

All Tualags

Presno

We could do it again. While it
is true we don’t have the circula-
tion we used to have (5000+ in the
1970s), there are still probably
close to 1000 readers if you count
the spouses of individual members,

Fresne o

RUDY'S ELM PHARMACY

Cor. Eim & Colifornio Aves.
Phone AD 3-2270

Lumber gad Buitding Moteriol:
Boilders Hordwore ond Pobeo Points

YARYAN LUMBER CO.

10y sty rbes Bt pun WO SLLD 10 a0 & Nl LG

25 5, Hagkes * Fromnu = AMA.14%)

and the many club members who
read Let’s Dance! magazine at their
weekly class. I can imagine the
possibilities: a bagel shop in Berke-
ley, an accountant in Alameda, a

WELCOME. FOLK DANCERS
E. GOTTSCHALK & CO.

PETERS FLOWER SHOP

FRAME 2ad FRANCES [E7FRY
1246 W. Kcarney Bivd.
Phono AM 6-2178

Freszno

chiropractor in Concord, an estate-
planning lawyer in Livermore, a
nail salon in Napa, a masseuse in
Menlo Park, a therapist in Tiburon.

If you own a business, or your
employer could use some new

— WELCOME. FOIK DANCERS —
JOE'S BARBER SHOP

1439 WESY FRESNO
Joe Mentu'lo, owner

JAN'S RESTAURANT
- Home of Good Faad —
BREAKFAST — LUNCH & DINMER

1704 Yan Ness +  Freosne

(high quality, in my humble opin-
ion!) clients, consider taking out an
ad in Let’s Dance!

1102 F Streot

FAMILY STY1E o HOME COOKING

BASQUE HOTEL

WINE — BEER — COCKTAILS

e Frosno
Phono AD 7.0422

When in
FRESNO

Eat with . .,

FOLK DANCERS
at the

EAGLE CAFE

&00D FOOD . OPEN 24 MRS

Divisodero between Broadwoy
and H Streets
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Prosijala

(Croatia, Bilogora/Moslavina)

Prosijala (PRO-see-ah-lah) is danced to the song “Prosijala Sjajna Mjesefina” which means "The moon's shine
is sprinkled.” This is sung in the Region of Bilogora (in the village of Stara Diklenica) and in the Moslavina
Region, with a small difference. In the old days people sang and danced along with instruments such as
“tambura samica” (solo tamburitza), "frulice” (duct flute), and "gajde" (bagpipe), while today a dance is usually
followed by tamburitza players. Zeljko Jergan first researched this region in 1976 and continues to this day.
He presented this at the 2012 Kolo Festival in San Francisco and the 2013 Laguna Beach Folk Dance Festival.

Music: 4/4 Meter CD: "Resonance of Croatia," Band 2
DVD: "Zeljko Jergan in Japan 2011"

Formation: Open-circle alternating M and W, 12-20 people, hanky between last two dancers. Hands joined in

V-position.
Steps & Walk: R, L; 2 steps or 4 steps per meas.
Styling: Step-hop: Step R, small hop on R, step L, small hop on L; repeat. 4 per meas.

Grapevine: Facing L of ctr, moving in RLOD (CW), step R in front of L (ct 1); step Lto L
(ct 2); step R behind L (ct 3); step L to L (ct 4).
Rocking Sidewise: Bounce twice on each step, fwd in small zig-zag pattern, 4 steps.

Buzz step: Step R across L, flat ft; step L to L on ball of ft. 4 per meas.
All steps are small, bounces small and low.

Meas 4/4 meter PATTERN

Introduction (instrumental) 5 meas. No action.

I  Traveling (singing)

1 Facing L of ctr and moving RLOD (CW), "Walk" fwd 2 steps, R (ct 1-2); L (cts 3-4).
2 "Walk" fwd 4 steps, R,L, R, L.

3 Four "Step-hops" fwd; R, L, R, L (cts 1, &, 2, &, 3, &, 4, &).

4 "Grapevine"” starting with R in frontof L®, L, R, L).

5 Four "Rocking Sidewise" steps, R, L, R, L.

6-10 Repeat meas 1-5.
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Where to dance

Federation clubs

CENTRAL STATE

Bay Osos International Folk Dancers. Tuesday afternoons, 1-3 pm.
South Bay Community Center, 2180 Palisades Avenue, Los Osos.
First hour is beginner-intermediate instruction, 2nd hour is all re-
quest. For Information call Anne Tiber, 805-534-1501 or email:
annetiber@charter.net

Mid County Folkdancers. Beginner and intermediate folkdancing
Thursdays 10-11:30 am. Mid County Senior Center, 828 Bay Ave.
Capitola, CA Tel. 831 476-9711. Teachers: Norma Jamieson, 831
430-0968 and Gabricle Swanson 831 646-5453

NORTH STATE

Humboldt Folk Dancers meet Fridays from 8:00 p.m. to 11 p.m. All
level of dancers are welcome and you don't need a partner. First Fri-
days of the month have live music with 2-3 bands. Venues vary.
Please consult our website at www.humboldtfolkdancers.org for

latest information.

Redding Folk Dancers meet every Friday (except during July and
August) from 7:00 to 9:45 pm at the Redding Ballet Academie, 1726
Market St., Redding. Al levels of dancers welcome. Easy warm-up
dances start at 7:00, instruction is from 7:30 to 8:30, and request
dances follow. For more information, call Julie at (530) 547-4071 or
e-mail Jan at jmwright32@frontiernet.net

SOUTH STATE

West L.A. Folk Dancers meet Mondays and Fridays, 7:45-10:30
pm. Brockton School, 1309 Armacost Ave. in West Los Angeles.
Info: Beverly Barr 310-202-6166, email: dancingbarrs@yahoo.com

Cerritos Folk Dancers meet Tuesdays, 6:00-8:45 p.m. Cerritos Sen-
ior Center, 12340 South Street, Cerritos, CA 90703. 50-+. Cost $4.
First time free. Info: Sue Chen, (562) 338-2298, email: CerritosFolk-
Dancers@gmail.com.

OUT OF STATE: NEVADA

LAS VEGAS—Ethnic Express ethnicexpresslasvegas.org.
Every Wednesday except holidays & August. All requests.
800 So. Brush St. $4.00. 702/732-4871. rpkillian@gmail.com

RENO INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE CO-OP. Beg. & in-
term. intl. Thursdays, 7-9 pm, Temple Sinai, 3405 Gulling Rd. (off
King's Row), Reno. Cost $2.

First Saturday Party, 7-9:30 pm at Nevada Dance Academy, 1790
W. 4th (off Keystone). Cost $5. Contact Derise at (775) 677-2306 or
wigand@gbis.com.

SAN FRANCISCO

Croatian American Cultural Center, attn: Les Andres, 890
Springfield, San Jose, CA 95008
danica@danicarestoration.com

SAN FRANCISCO COUNCIL

Changs International Folk Dancers, Inc. Meets the first four Fri-
days of each month at the Lincoln Park Presbyterian Church at the
corner of 31st Avenue and Clement Street, San Francisco. Teaching
on the first two Fridays followed by general dancing, 8:00-10:30 pm.,
Third Friday is Family Folk Dance Night at 7:00 pm, followed by
Party Night at 8:15 pm. Fourth Friday is now "Easy dances and Re-
quests” 8:30-10:30 pm. And there is no session on the fifth Friday.
Luiselle Yakas, at 415 467-9319 or sisderoo@aol.com.

Greek Feet THIS IS A NEW LOCATION in the PRESIDIO. Presi-
dio Performing Arts Center, 386 Arguello at Moraga on the Presidio's
- Main Post, Presidio, San Francisco. Parking available at the Presidio
Performing Arts Center parking lot by the side of the center. To enter

the parking lot, take an immediate left past the Herbst Exhibition
Center (unfortunately the road is dark and there is mo sign but you
can't miss it if you know you are looking for it). New Studio is across
from the Officiers' Club and behind the Presidio Bowling Alley.
Once you see the Studio, you can't miss it, big building with lots of
windows. Please protect our new floor and wear dance shoes, no
street shoes allowed.

Mandala Folk Dance Center. Meets every Thursday at St. Paul’s
Church Hall, 43rd & Judah, San Francisco, 7:30-8:15 pm. Request
dancing, 8:15-9:00 pm. Intermediate teaching from 9:00-9:45 pm.
Request dancing from 9:45-11:00 pm. First and last Thursdays are
always Party Nights. Contact Edith or Paul at 415-648-8489.

San Francisco Dance Circle meets every Wednesday 10:45.am -
12:15 pm at the newly renovated Harvey Milk Recreation Center, 50
Scott Street @ Duboce. Lines, sets, partners, trios-we do it all! Begin-
ners welcome to start anytime. Gorgeous dance studio. Good public
transportation. Free! Contact: Ann Colichidas at 415-902-7690.

SAN FRANCISCO HALL RENTAL

Polish Club of San Francisco—Event venue available. Weddings,
meetings, dance workshops, seminars, parties, receptions, etc. Full
kitchen, dance floor, 2 large meeting rooms, tables, chairs, stage.
Limited free parking. Info & reservations 415-285-4336 or 415-821-
2574, email staff@polishclub.org

MERCED

Merced International Folkdance classes - Lines, Circles, and
couple dances. Thursdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm, at 645 W. Main St,
Merced, CA (3rd Floor). $7 per session. No classes during Summer.
More info: call Memo Keswick at 209-723-4016 or 209-261-6861.

MODESTO

Every Wed. night—Modesto Folk Dancers meet at Raube Hall in
Ceres. 7:30 to 10:00 pm. Cost $3.00 per person. Contact Judy Kropp
for directions.

Every Friday night—Village Dancers meet at the Carnegie Arts
Center, 250 N. Broadway, Turlock, CA 95380, 7:00 - 9:30, Call Judy
Kropp for information 209-480-0387. Pay at the door or enroll by
sending $36.00 for the six classes to the Arts Center.

Every Saturday—Modesto Tango Practica Saturdays Basics 11:00
am-12:15 pm Sophia's Dance Journey 711 10th Street

Every Monday—Modesto Tango meets at Jacob’s Restaurant, 2501
McHenry Ave, Modesto, for a practice and social dancing. 8 to 10
pm. No fee, but participants are encouraged to order food and/or
drinks. Contact Mary Menz 209-522-1571.

TRI-VALLEY

Del Valle Folk Dancers. Meets every Tuesday evening 7:30-9:30 pm
at the Bothwell Arts Center, 2466 8th Street, Livermore, in the room
at the west end. Cost $4 per person. Your first time is FREE! Small,
congenial group enjoying international dances, mostly Batkan and
Israeli. Mix of long-time and recent dancers; beginners welcome. Ad-
hoc, informal instruction. We're in it for the movement, the music,
and the fun! Contact George Pavel 925-447-8020,

george pavel@gmail.com.

ALBANY

Albany Y Balkan Dancers. Fridays, all levels, instruction 8:00 to
9:00 pm, all request dancing until 11:00 pm. 921 Kains Street, just
south of Solano, off San Pablo Ave., Albany. Contact Kay James,
925-376-07217.

BERKELEY

Advanced Balkan Dancers class. Every third Sunday, 2-4:00 pm in
the Rear Dance Studio at Ashkenaz. Learn the great dances of folk
dancing. A few year’s dancing experience is needed. Experienced
instructors, friendly people. Entry via the left hand door at Ashkenaz,
1317 San Pablo Avenue, Berkeley. Information: Gary Anderson, 415
-488-9197 weekdays or email: wildwood_press@comcast.net
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Cape Breton Step Dance dancers, 2-4 pm. Ashkenaz Music and
Dance, back studio, 1317 at Ashkenaz—2nd Sundays, beginners,
1:00 pm, experienced San Pablo Ave., Berkeley. For info call Bob
Schuldheisz 209-745-9063, bobschul@softcom.net

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS. Al classes are held at Live Oak
Park Recreation Center, 1301 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley.

February 8 & February 9. Festival of the Oaks. New to this 65"
Festival is an added evening of All-Request dancing on Friday, Feb-
ruary 8, 7:30-9:45 pm. Friday night housing is being offered as a
welcome to out-of-town dancers. See the Club Clips for more details.
That is only the start of a wonderful weekend planned by Mel Mann
and his committee. This is your Festival as it is hosted by Folk Dance
Federation of California, Inc. and Berkeley Folk Dancers. All activi-
ties at held at Live Oak Park Soctal Hall in the location noted above.
Join us on the following day for the Institute at 9:30 AM - Noon
when the elegant and expert instructors, George and Irena Arabagi,
will teach Ukrainian and Moldavian dances. At noon a hot lunch for
$5.00 is offered. Don’t forget that BFD is in the middle of Gourmet
Ghetto. The afternoon will feature jnternational Folk Dancing and a
used folk dance costume sale. Suggested donation for full day is
$15.00. See the full-page flyer in the present copy and the January
Let’s Dance p. 12 and Mel Mann’s article in the same issue on p. 3.
Top the entire weekend with a delicious and leisure meal at one of
the many nearby restaurants with familiar folk dance friends or newly
met folk dance friends. Contact: Mel Mann at meldancing@aol.com
or (510) 527-2177.

Weekly class schedules:

Mondays—Advanced, Lone Coleman 510-526-5886 and Tom Sha
510-614-5522

Tuesdays— Intermediate, Claire and Al George 510-841-1205, as-
sisted by Andy Partos

Wednesdays—Advanced Intermediate, Judy Stonefield 510-655-3074
and Yaqi Zhang 510-525-1865

Thursdays—Beginners, Bill Lidicker 510-528-9168 and Marija Hillis
510-549-0337, assisted by David Hillis

Fridays—All Request Night. Contact Peter and Lynne D Angelo 510
-654-3136

OAKLAND

Scandiadans—Thursdays. 7-10 pm at the Nature Friends, 3115 But-
ters Drive, Oakland, Ca. From Highway 13 take the Joaquin Miller
exit. Drive East (up the hill) on Joaquin Miller about a mile. Take the
second Right onto Butters Drive. Follow Butters 0.4 mile. On the
Right is a sign reading SCANDIADANS. Tum into the driveway and
go down into a large parking area. The clubhouse is ahead on the
Right. Contact: Frank and Jane Tripi 510 654-3636 or
fitripi@juno.com

Scandia Saturday. Four times a year. Location: Nature Friends,
3115 Butters Drive, Oakland. Donation is $7, or $10 in December.
Scandinavian couple turning dances. Everyone is welcome. Info: Jane
Tripi 510-654-3636 or fitripi@juno.com.

PENINSULA COUNCIL

Folkdances of Hungary and Transylvania Tuesdays 7:30-9:45
Arrillaga Family Recreation Center, 700 Alma St, Menlo Park.
Singing and warm up dances 7:30-8:00, teaching 8:00-9:30. You do
not need to bring a partner since we rotate partners during the teach-
ing. Taught by Todd Wagner and Sarah Tull. For more information
call 650-941-0227 or email todd@wagnerhaz.com

Peninsula FD Council Party Second Saturday of every month ex-
cept January at St Bede's Episcopal Church, 2650 Sand Hill Rd at
Monte Rosa, Menlo Park, conveniently located just a few blocks east
of 1-280. Parking entrance from Monte Rosa. Dancing to your re-
quests from 7:30 to 10:30. Cost is still only $7.00. Bring a little
- finger food to share. Coffee, tea and punch are provided. A half
hour of teaching/reviewing old dances will precede most par-

ties. Come at 7:00 and learn or review a good old dance. Call Al at
(408) 252-8106 for teaching schedule and directions.

Mostly Balkan. Thursdays, teaching 7:45 to 8:45, request dancing
8:45 to 10:15. $6.00. Arrillaga Family Recreation Center. Informa-
tion: Sue 408-247-2420 or Derek 650-851-8498.

Menlo Park Folk Dancers Party—Dec, 31. Arrillaga Family Rec-
reation Center, 700 Alma at Mielke in Menlo Park. Preceded by a
potluck starting at 6:00 pm, call 650-327-0759 for location. 8:00 pm
until midnight. Lots of dancing in two halls. Free refreshments. pro-
vided. Adults $9.00, teens $3.00. 700 Alma St. near Ravenswood Ave,
Menlo Park. Call Marcel Vinokur at 650-327-0759 for details.

Mondays—Menlo Park Folk Dancers. Classes, International, Beg.,
7:00-7:4S, Inter. 7:45-8:45, request dancing 8:45-10:15. Arrillaga
Family Recreation Center, 700 Alma at Mielke, Menlo Park. Marcel
Vinokur 650-327-0759.

Palomanians IFD—FEvery Tuesday. Beginning level dances 7:30
pm. Intermediate 8:00 to 10:00 pm. Arrillaga Family Recreation Cen-
ter (aka Menlo Park Recreation Center), 700 Alma, Menlo Park. $6
drop-in fee. Adony Beniares, Denise Heenan and David Heald, in-
structors. Call Al at (408) 252-8106 or email to

palisin@comcast.net for info.

Carriage House FD—class on Wednesdays at Holbrook Palmer Park,
150 Watkins Ave. in Atherton. Teaching 7:45 - 9:00. Requests 9:00 to
10:00 or so. Suzanne Rocca-Butler, instructor (650) 854-3184.

Saratoga International Folklore Family. Thursdays 7:30-8:15 be-
ginners lesson; 8:15-10:00 intermediate-advanced. $8 general public,
$6 seniors. St. Archangel Michael Serbian Orthodox Church, 18870
Allendale Avenue, Saratoga. Contact Loui Tucker 408-287-9999,
email: loui@louitucker.com

New listing:

Stanford International Folk Dancers Fridays. Teaching 8:00-9:00
pm, requests 9:00-11:00 pm. First Baptist Church, 305 North Califor-
nia Ave (near Bryant), Palo Alto. Suggested admission is $7.00 gen-
erally, $10 on live music nights, and $15 for special events and work-
shops. Students are half price and children are free. No one will be
turned away for lack of funds. Mostly line dances. Live music party
monthly, usually on the first Friday.
http://home.comcast.net/~genebloch08/Stanford/ or Lew 408-246-
7646 .

FRESNO FOLK DANCES
Tuesdays—Fresno Danish Dancers. Clovis Senior Center. 6:30-9:00
pm. Contact Wilma Andersen, 559-291-3176.

Wednesdays—McTeggert Irish Dancers. Beginners: 5:30-6:30 pm.
Intermediate and Advanced: 7:00-8:00 pm. Contact Maureen Hall,
559-271-5200.

First, Third & Fifth Saturdays—International Dancers. 8:00 to
10:00 pm at California Arts Academy, 4750 N. Blackstone near Get-
tysburg Street, Fresno. Info: Marty 559-227-7051, Gary 559-439-1416

MARIN

Kopachka International Folkdancers Scout Hall, 177 E.
Blithedale, Mill Valley. Every Friday 7:30 to 10:30 pm. Beginners'
teaching 7:30 to 8:00, followed by half an hour's intermediate/
advanced teaching, then program for all levels. $7. Information:
Nadav Nur, (415) 497-4890, or Susie Shoaf, susieshoaf@aol.com

NORTH BAY

Razzmatazz Folk Dance Club, Balkan dance classes; meet Tues-
days from 7 pm to 9 pm in Tauzer Gym at Santa Rosa Jr. Col-
lege. Fall session beginning the end of August and Spring session
beginning the end of January. Online registration begins 3-4 weeks
before each session through Community Education, Santa Rosa Jun-
jor College. Usually 2 parties in the fall, one in the spring and a folk
dance weekend in Mendocino in May or June.
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REDWOOD COUNCIL

Petaluma/Novato International Folk Dancers Party dates: Oct.
20, Nov. 11 & Sunday, Dec. 2. All dances are 2-6 pm at Hermann
Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma

Sonoma County Scandia Dancers—Scandinavian dance class in
Petaluma. Beginners welcome. Come learn the dances of Norway and
Sweden on Tuesdays from 7:15 to 9:15 pm. at Hermann Sons Hall,
860 Western Ave. Petaluma. No partner needed. Bring leather or
smooth soled shoes. The first night is free, thereafter $4 per class. For
questions call Vince at 996-8300 or Emma at 823-4145.

Napa Valley Folk Dancers. Contact Brian @ 707-253-8452 or bri-
antbe@mac.com. Party most 4th Saturdays @ Napa Valley College.

Novato Folk Dancers Class - Telephone contact: 415-892-9405.
Lynwood School, 1320 Lynwood Dr., Novato, 94947. Every
Wednesday 8 - 10 p.m.

Petaluma Snap-Y Dancers Monday night folk dancing in Petaluma
will be starting up again on January 7—May 6, 7-9:15 p.m. at Her-
man Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma. Cost is $65 for
the 17-week session or $7 drop-in. Newcomers, beginners, and drop-
ins are always welcome.

Come enjoy our friendly atmosphere, great mix of dances and the
wonderful wood dance floor at Herman Sons Hall. Info: Carol Fried-
man 415-663-9512 ¢jay@horizoncable.com http://
carolfriedmanfolkdance. blogspot.cony

Santa Rosa Folk Dancers Class - Telephone contact: 707-546-8877.
Willowside Hall, 5299 Hall Road, Santa Rosa. Every Thursday 1:00-
3:00 p.m. except June - Aug.

Snap-Y Dancers (Sonoma). Beginners welcome! Seven Flags Club-
house, 1400 W. Watmaugh Rd., Sonoma, 95476. Thursdays 7:00~
9:00 pm. Contact Paul Smith 707-996-1467 for summer schedule.

COLFAX

Fri. Feb. 22 - Greek Music & Dancing. Roy Butler from Loomis
will lead the class and dancing follows. Colfax Greek Bistro. Every
last Fri. is International Dance Night. 7-9 pm. Colfax Greek Bistro 30
N. Main St. Colfax, Ca. 95713 (530)305-4050

SACRAMENTO

PONY EXPRESS DANCE CLUB Country-western, couple & line.
First Saturday of Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr, May, Jun, Sept, Oct, Nov, &
Dec. Lesson 7-8pm. Open dance 8-11:00pm. Arcade Creek Recrea-
tion & Park District Hall, 4855 Hamilton Street (I-80 & Madison
Ave), Sacramento. Members $5 & Non-members $7. Contact: 916-
212-4654 or cerponyepress@aol.com.

IRISH AMERICAN CEILI DANCERS. Irish folk dancing. 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays at the Ethel M. Harte Senior Center, 915 27th
Street, Sacramento. Contact Helen Healy 916-444-3181

Where to dance in the Greater Sacramento Area:

SACRAMENTO INTERNATIONAL FOLK
DANCE & ARTS COUNCIL

Website: www.folkdancesac.org

*indicates “Beginner-friendly class”

(Note: Federation members are in bold type, others do not belong to
the Federation.)

ROYAL SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY, Sacra-
mento Branch, PO Box 162455, Sacramento, CA 95816 con-
tact person Lynne Lockwood

MONDAY

HOROS. Mostly-Balkan, non-partner, intermediate & advanced.
7:30-9:30 pm. 2791 24th St., Sierra 2, Sacramento CA 95818
Time: 7:30-9:30 pm

VILLAGE DANCERS OF MODESTO. Beg. & Int. Scandinavian,
couple. 7:30-9:30 pm. Raube Hall, 4455 Roeding Rd., Ceres.
Contact: 209-480-0387. judy_kropp@sbcglobal.net

TUESDAY

*EL DORADO INTERNATIONAL DANCE - Beg. & Int. Interna-
tional, line & couple. 7-10 pm. IOOF Hall, 467 Main St., Placerville.
Contact: 5§30-622-7301 or 530-644-1198

WEDNESDAY _
*CALICO FOLK DANCERS. Beg. & Int. International, line & cou-
ple. 3:00-4:30 pm. All year except Aug. Mission Oaks Community
Ctr., 4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmichael, CA 95608. Contact: 916-972-
0336 or 916-923-1555, dancesong20@att.net

KOLO KOALITION. All levels. Intemational, non-partner. 7:30-
10:00 pm. YLI Hall, 1400- 27th St. at N, Sacramento. Contact: 916-
739-6014, leonelli@cwo.com

THURSDAY

*DANCES OF THE WORLD - BEGINNERS CLASS (Starting
Sept. 15, 2011). Beg. International, line & couple. 7:00-8:30 pm. YLI
Hall, 1400- 27th St. at N, Sacramento. Contact: 916-923-1555,
dancesong20@att.net

*PAIRS & SPARES. Beg. & Int. International line & couple. 7:30-
8:30 pm. (Sept.-June). Thursdays 7-8:30 pm. Bruceville Terrace
Convalescent Home Dining Room. 8151 Bruceville Rd. Sacra-
mento, 95823 Contact: 916-682-2638, edaandco@aol.com

FRIDAY

*EL DORADO INTERNATIONAL DANCE - GARDEN VAL-
LEY. Beg. & Int. International. 7:00-9:00 pm. Marshall Grange, 4940
Marshall Grange Rd., Garden Valley. Contact: 530-622-6470 or 530-
333-4576, bonnieb@eldoradolibrary.org

*EL DORADO INTERNATIONAL DANCE - All levels, couple
& line. 7:30-10:00 pm. 3100 Ponderosa Rd., Shingle Springs. Con-
tact: 530-676-9722, Karen@karensandler.net

*NEVADA COUNTY FOLK DANCERS. Beg. & Int. Balkan &
International. Selected Fridays. 7-10:30 pm. Methodist Church, 433
Broad St., Nevada City. Contact: 530-272-2149,
dance7@sbcglobal.net

*FIRST & LAST DANCERS. All levels. Country-western, couple
& line. Last Fri. of Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., Sept., Oct., & Nov. 8 pm.
Valley Oaks Grange, 5th & D, Galt. May, June, July, Aug., & Dec.:
special dates & times. Contact: 916-682-2638, edaandco@aol.com

SATURDAY

*DANCES OF THE WORLD - MOSTLY BALKAN. PARTY
(formerly BBKM) All Levels. Mostly-Balkan. Non-partner. 3rd Sat.
monthly except July & Aug. 8-11 pm. YLI Hall, 1400-27th St. at N,
Sacramento. Contact: 916-923-1555, dancesong20@att.net

KOLO KOALITION. PARTY. All Levels, Mostly Balkan, Non-
partner. 1st Sat. monthly. 8:00-11:00 pm. YLI Hall, 1400-27th St. at
N, Sacramento. Contact: 916-739-6014, leonelli@cwo.com

*PAIRS & SPARES. PARTY. International. 2nd Sat. monthly ex-
cept July & Aug. 7-10 pm. Golden Palms Mobilehome Estates Activ-
ity Room, 8181 Folsom Bl., Sacramento. Gated community. Planned
late arrivals should call contact for the gate code number to open the
gate which is closed at 7:00 pm. Contact: 916-682-2638,
edaandco@aol.com.

*ROYAL SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY - YOUTH
CLASS. 10 am. YLI Hall, 1400- 27th St. at N, Sacramento. Contact:
916-716-3696. Website: www.rscds-sacramento.org

*ROYAL SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY PARTY.
Recreational/couple. 2nd Sat. monthly except July & Aug. 7:30 pm.
YLI Hall, 1400- 27th St. at N, Sacramento. Contact: 916-716-3696.
Website: www.rscds-sacramento.org
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