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President’s Messa_ge

Lucy Chang, President of the Folk
Dance Federation

Come to the Statewide Folk Dance
Festival 2012! Each year the Folk
Dance Federation of California
(North) or our counterpart -- the
Folk Dance Federation of Califor-
nia, South -- showcase this grand
event. This year it is our turn and
the committee is working diligently
to bring to you a weekend full of
wonderful activities. Erica Gold-
man and Steve Kotansky are 2 dy-
namic teachers who will be pre-
senting dances from Israel and the
Balkans, respectively. It is also the
Federation’s 70" birthday. I hope you will join us to celebrate
our birthday. See the ads here in Let s Dance, and new updates
on the Federation’s web site, www.folkdance.com. Briefly: the
dates are May 18 -20, 2012 at Del Mar High School, 1224 Del
Mar Avenue, San Jose.

o
—Photo by Loui Tucker

We are wrapping up the 3 contests. Deadlines ap-
proaching. You need to enter to win. Winners will
be announced at Statewide.

FEDERATION CUP

The time frame is from June 1, 2011 to May 1, 2012. All clubs
and groups are invited to submit the number (no need for
names — it is on an honor system) of members as of both dates
and the number of new members added during this time frame.
For example, if your club had 100 members on June 1, 2011,
increased to 125 during this time frame, and ended with 110
members on May 1, 2012, your entry number is 25, not 10.
The club with the highest number of new members will win
the Federation Cup. However, you need to enter to win. Send
me (LucySChang@gmail.com) your numbers by May 3,
2012. Keep promoting your wonderful clubs.

STORK AWARD
If you hold a new festival, or start a new folk dance group
with a minimum of eight (8) members, from June 1, 2011 to
May 1, 2012, you win the Stork Award. If you do both -- start
a new group and hold a new festival -- the stork will bring you
twins. Again, you need to enter to win. Send me
or new festival by May 3, 2012. If you build it, dancers will
come.

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

The Federation is offering a contest to win a $100 gift card
from American Express. Here are the ways to enter in to the
contest and a chance to win: 1) If you, as a direct member,
bring a NEW direct member to the Federation, both your name
and the new member’s name are entered into the contest. 2) If
you are currently an indirect member, and join the Federation
as a direct member, your name is entered into the contest. 3) If
you are not a member and would like to enter the drawing, just
join the Federation as a direct member and your name is en-
tered into the contest. The more members you get to join the
Federation, the more chances you have to win. The drive will
run from now to April 30, 2012, with the drawing held at
your name and the names of the new members for the draw-
ing. I hope you win!

The Federation is here for you. Visit our web site,
www.folkdance.com for information such as: Where should I
go dancing tonight? Where can I advertise my event for danc-
ers, musicians, artists and friends? How does that dance go?
We have tons of dance steps very clearly and accurately de-
scribed as presented by the master teachers. Join the Federa-
tion, join a committee and help folk dancing be a part of your
lives.

Welcome new members!

The Membership Chair, Marion Rose, reports the following
new members:

San Pedro Kolo Dancers
¢/o Pauline Klak

3103 S. Leland St.

San Pedro, CA 90731

Fusae Senzaki Carroll and Tom Carroll
Sacramento

Nancy Gorton
Novato, CA 94949

Fred & Violet Ho
So. San Francisco

Save the date!

Federation Officer’s Ball
Saturday, November 3, 2012

Details in the next issue of Let s Dance!
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May/June, 2012 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood _press@comecast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date,

Upcoming Events—
May 3-6 The Festival of Nations Saint Paul River Centre, Saint Paul. MN. More info at: Festivalofnations.com
May 6 Cerritos Festival - Cerritos Folk Dancers will host the third annual Cerritos Festival at the Cerritos

Senior Center, 12340 South Street, Cerritos, CA 90703, from 1 to 6 p.m. on Sunday, May 6, 2012.
Info: CerritosFolkDancers@gmail.com or (562) 338-2298.

May 12 Rose Festival. 1-4:30 pm, Wischemann Hall, Sebastopol

May 18-20  *Statewide 2012 San Jose. Saturday Institute and more. Teachers: Steve Kotansky, Balkan and Erica
Goldman, Israel. Live music by Chubritza and others. Two evening parties. Del Mar High School,
1224 Del Mar Avenue, San Jose. Info loui@louitucker.com or 408-287-9999

May 18-20  Razzmatazz Folk Dance Camp. Mendocino Woodlands. Petur Iliev teaching Bulgarian, Edessa plus
Joe Finn and Ivan Milev, plus the True Life Trio. Info: Marilyn Smith marilynmsmith@sbcglobal.net

June 30-July 7 Mendocino Folklore Camp.

July 22-29& Stockton Folk Dance Camp. Cristian Florescu & Sonia Dion; Nora Denzelbacher, tango; Miroslav

July 29-Aug 5 Bata Marteti¢, Serbian; George & Irina Arabagi, Ukrainian and Moldavian; Iwao Tamaoki,
Japanese; Jerry Helt, American Squares; Richard Schmidt, Polish. Live music by Susan Worland’s
California Kapella, singing class by Rumen Sali Shopov.For more information and registration go
To www.folkdancecamp.org

Aug 9-12 New Mexico August Folk Dance Camp. Socorro, New Mexico. See ad on next page
August 12 Little Festival of the Redwoods. Armstrong Woods, Guerneville

Nov. 3 Officers Ball. Saturday
October 7 *Fiesta de Sonoma. Veterans Memorial Bldg., Sonoma
Nov. 3 *Officers’ Ball—Details to come

*Federation sponsored events.

—————

STATEWIDE IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER!
JUST THE FACTS:
+ Friday, May 18 through Sunday, May 20.
*+ Toget the $70 pre-registration package, sign up by May 1.
* The host hotel is The Campbell Inn (408-374-4300). The $89 per night rate is
good only if you reserve the room by May 4.
+ Friday Night features two rooms for dancing - the Kafana will have live music
and the main hall will have all-request dancing to recorded music.
+ Steve Kotansky and Erica Goldman are the teachers on Saturday.
* The Saturday Party will include the Federation's 70th Birthday Celebration and
you won't want to miss it!
* Sunday afternoon is another all-request dance party!
* The Registration Form is available on the Federation website folkdance.com

Got questions? Contact Ellie Wiener (elliedw@hotmail.com) or
Loui Tucker (loui@louitucker.com)

N
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Sacrarmenio honors ifs leaders

By Barbara Malakoff

We in Sacramento started a tradition of honoring those who
have contributed to the cause of folk dancing over the years.
We present it during the Sunday Concert at Camellia Festival.
We realized that we are all getting older, and it would be nice
to honor people while they are still around. In the past we have
honored Al and Teddy Wolterbeek, Oscar Faoro and Irene
Oxford, Bruce Mitchell, and this year we honored Hadi Baba-
zadeh. We have put each year's addition into an album with a
wooden cover and an engraved plaque for each honoree on the
front of the album.

Hadi Babazadeh
Honored March 11,2012
The Sacramento Folk Dance and Arts
Council is very pleased to acknowl-
edge the lifelong contributions and
dedication to Folk Dance and Arts by
Hadi Babazadeh.

It has been quite a journey from
Hadi's birth in northern Iran 91 years
ago, to his emigration to the US for
his education and career in engineer-
ing, to marriage and family. Along
the way, he discovered international ™
folk dancing and has enjoyed it for
over 40 years. He has been active in
many clubs and the Council. He served as President of the
Council from 1991 to 1995.

As President, he was responsible for changing the name
of the Coungcil to the Sacramento International Folk Dance and
Arts Council, to include musicians and singers. He has never
been afraid of change.

During his terms as president, we were struggling with
finding a home for this Camellia Festival. There was a time
when the Camellia Festival Dance Concert, like this, would be
held in the Memorial Auditorium to a standing room only
crowd. It was the closing event of two weeks of citywide
events like a parade, symphony concert and so forth. But over
the years, City funding dwindled for the festival and we finally
lost our historic home when the Memorial Auditorium had to
close for renovations in 1986. We also lost the financial sup-
port of the City of Sacramento, so we had to pay the rent our-
selves, and rents were very high. We did the best we could,
but it was hard times for what little was left of the Camellia
Festival. One of the places we rented during those times, was a
small gymnasium room at this University. Teddy Wolterbeek
was our president then, and she knew that Hadi, as luck would
have it, was teaching at CSUS in the Mechanical Engineering
department. So she asked him to approach Dean Sorenson and
ask them to help sponsor us. He used his charm and persis-
tence and they agreed to! So Camellia Folkdance Festival fi-
nally got a home, and Hadi is our hero!

Hadi still dances several times a week, and is loved and
admired by the folk dance community. He can often be seen
helping Barbara Bevan carry stuff back and forth for her vari-
ous classes and supporting her in all emdeavors. He attends
every Council meeting and continues to contribute in many,
many ways.
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Featuring Dances of Russia, Scandinavia,
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Costume dance
parties every night.

Costume concession
free to all dancers.
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“e %' dinner. Ice eream social,

= "é coffee benefit, last day
goodby barbeque.
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Don't Forget your dance shoes!
l;'" Other Activities
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eating some more, pre- and post-party parties, and, chi, sleeping!
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sading, contemplating the meaning of life; eating,

New Mexico Tech Campus, Socorro, NM
Southwest International Folk Dance Institute (SWIFDI
For more information visit http://swifdi.org or |
call Dorothy Stermer at 503-299-1159 or stermer@comcast.net

L
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Mendocino
Folklore

Camp

JUNE 30 - JULY T, 2012
www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com

Our 2012 Teachers
ZELJKO JERGAN (Croatian Dance)

ZIVA EMTIYAZ (vidgie Eastern bance)
And direct from Greece:

KYRIAKOS MOISIDES (creek pance)

w/Staff Teachers

Chris & Lynnanne Miller
HUNGARIAN - Kalotaszegi Invertita, Men's Legenyes
AMERICAN - Balboa Swing

+ Dance {8 Ia

50th iversary Tribute Dan 3SES
(Special classes honoring dances of past Folklore Camp directors)

Billy Burke - pances of ¢ stewart smith (scoTTisH),
Madelyn Green (INTERNATIONAL), and Gordon Engler (BALKAN).

Dave & Emma Charlebois — Dances of Nancy
Linscott (SCANDINAVIAN COUPLE)

Russell Linscott - Dances of Dean Linscott
(INTERNATIONAL- “Kopachka Favorites”)

Special Dance Workshops

Souhail Kaspar & Ziva Emtiyaz -
EGYPTIAN - rhythm & movement for Rags Al-Sharqi

] DISCOUNTS For

Groups and First
Time Campers

Celebrating

“50™

Anniversary

(1962 - 2012)

World Dance & Music Workshops

& Folklore Celebrations

Beginners

Ensembles (All are welcome to join in)
Welcomel!

CHRISTOS GOVETAS
& RUTH HUNTER (Greek 8anq)

ERIK HOFFMAN (Contra Band)
L".LA SERLEGI (Tamburitza Orchestra)

Instruments (All are Beg. / Int. classes)

BILL COPE (Bulgarian & Macedonian TAMBURA)
MICHELE SIMON (ruran)
SOUHAIL KASPAR (0araius or boumbek)

Singing (Mixed Levels)

CHRISTOS GOVETAS (Greek)
RUTH HUNTER (Baikan & Greek Choral)
MlCHELE SIMON (Vocal Tech / Macedonian)

ecial Music Workshops

Alan Keith - Traditional French Band (a 2013

preview class)

Miamon Miller - Hungarian Ensemble Jam

Nightly Dance Parties
with LIVE MIUSIC

2012 CAMP BAND

Becky Ashenden & Miamon Miller (co-directors)
n a . Paul Brown, Bill Cope and Chuck Corman

!' with Souhail Kaspar, Erik Hoffman, Michele Simon,
[ The Govetas Family, Lilla Serlegi, Feri Tobak & Friends

Let's Dance!—May/June, 2012, page six



| 'T'July 22-29 & July 29-August ? """" |

n _University of the Pacific, Stockton CA |
Faculty

Cristian Florescu & Nora Dinzelbacher
SOllia DiOl‘l (Argentine Tango)

(Romanian)

Miroslav Bata Mar¢eti¢ George & Irina Arabadji

(Serbian) (Ukrainian & Moldavian)
Iwao Tamaoki Jerry Helt
(Japanese) RiChard SChmidt (American Squares)

(Polish)

\ Afternoon Workshops w1th

|

Lucia Cordeiro (Brazilian)
| Jerry Duke (Cajun)

i Bruce Mitchell (international)

1 Joti Singh (Bhangra and African) ‘
|

e e e T T

Live Music by Susan Worland’s California Kapella.

Singing Class led by Rumen Sali Shopov

For more information & registration go to: www.folkdancecamp.org

Revision date: 3/21/12
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Santa Rosa Folk Dancers
Invite You

Rose Festival

Saturday, May 12, 2012
1:00 - 4:30 P.M.

31 Wischemann Hall

z_/:?/ $7.00 Donation

We welcome you to this folk dance event. You will find a wide selection of
international folk dance music, friendly dancers, a bouncy hardwood floor, tasty

International Folk Dance

A / Door Prizes, Beautiful Wood Floor, Refreshments

; 465 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA 95472

]
refreshments, and surprising door prizes - with beautiful roses surrounding the @
hall. The Santa Rosa Folk Dancers are waiting for you to join them at the not-to- A

be-missed annual Rose Festival. Call 707-546-5467 for more i

Rose Festival Dance Program 2012

1. Alunelul 31
2. Japanese Soft Shoe 32
3. Western Trio Mixer (P) 33.
4 Tzadik Katamar 34
5. Salty Dog Rag 35.
6. Braes of Dornoch 36
7. Banjsko Oro 19. Louisiana Saturday Night  37.
8. La Cachucha 20. Baztan-Dantza 38.
€. Bala(P) 21. Chilili 38
10.1na Ina 22. Mori Shej 40.
11.Neapolitan Waltz 23. Le Maitre de Maison 41,
12.Levi Jackson Rag 24. Trip to Bavaria 42.
13.Lo Ahavti Dai 25. Tilati 43
14.El Gaucho Tango 26. Milondita Tango 44,
15.Pinewoods Two Step (P) 27. La Bastringue (P) 45.
16.Frenchy Brown 28. Vrapcheto 48.
17.Bohemian National Polka 29. Falsa Moneda 47.
18.Windmill Quadrille 30. Polharrow Burn 48

Page eight, May/June, 2012—Let's Dance!

nformation.

. Cobankat

. Maple Leaf Rag
Oklahoma Mixer (P)
. Joc de leagine
Dreisteyrer

. Cumberiand Reel
Opinca

Couple Hasapiko
Tex-Mex Mixer (P)
Sulam Ya'akov
Numero Cinco
Elizabeth Quadrille

. Kvar Acharay Chatzot
Lepa Anka Kolo Vodi
Never on Sunday
Picking Up Sticks
Kohala Waltz

. Oslo Waltz (P)



Council & Club Clips

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS. “Sew Sari” (pun only) of a
Birthday Ball is planned for Sunday, May 6, at Live Oak
Park Social Hall, Shattuck at Berryman in Berkeley from 5:30
- 10:30 PM. "Sew Sari" is the dinner-dance evening. In-
trigued? Sew up a choli (the under blouse) for the sari. You do
not want to be so sorry showing up in a white blouse and black
skirt or pants. And you definitely want to be there for the lamb
curry, chicken tikka masala or vegetarian entree with naan or
rice which will be served from 6 - 7 pm. Then dance the calo-
ries away from 7:30 - 10:30 pm. All that for $20. Not able to
make it for dinner? Dance only is at mere pittance of $10.
Doors open at 7:15 pm. Remember if you don't come you will
be so sorry. Contact: Peter D’ Angelo 510-654-3136 or pvdan-
gelo@hotmail.com. Naomi Lidicker

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
We are kind of in no man's land here in Sacramento right now.
Camellia Festival is over and we were very pleased with it.
Every year it is different. This year we had a band from Ne-
vada City, The Village Folk Orchestra. It was great fun, as
well as a learning experience for all involved. We hope to see
them more often in the future. We are, after all, a Folk Dance
and ARTS Council. We changed our name a few years ago to
reflect that there are other folk arts we wanted to include.

Many of us will be going to Stockton Folk Dance Camp,
as usual, but for the first time in 25 years, Bruce Mitchell will
not be our director. So that will change things. For one thing,
this year he will be in charge of the brand new Mardi Gras
Party on Wednesday. So we expect to up our party quotient
this year. In many ways.

August is when we have our annual Membership BBQ.
Stay tuned for news on that. It is always a great time to get
back together after not enough dancing during the summer.
And to support our SIFDAC (Sacramento International Folk
Dance and Arts Council) by "contributing $10 for an annual
membership as the price of admission.

September has always been our Dance in the Woods
camping weekend, but last year it morphed into "Dance in the
"Hood" as we didn't have enough people to meet the require-
ments for Camp Sacramento, where we had always gone. So
we used the YLI Hall in midtown Sacramento. It worked out
quite well, and we had a very nice time. And slept in our own
beds. But this year is still up in the air. Check right here next
issue.

But one thing is certain. Our own Toba Goddard (of
Zado fame) will be co-hosting a trip to Bulgaria, August 3-15.
That means there will be some beautiful singing! She says
there are only three spots left, but if you are interested, give
her a call at 916-371-4441 or email toba.goddard@gmail.com

—Barbara Malakoff

Save the date!

Federation Officer’s Ball
Saturday, November 3, 2012

Details in the next issue of Let 's Dance!

A great turnout on rainy night
for the Marin Balkan Plus party
By Gary Anderson

We must have enjoyed ourselves—we had many requests to
do the party more often! A very good crowd came out in the
rain to join us.

It is the people who come to dance that make the party
special and we have been fortunate that we get special people.
Everyone was in great humor. At one point there was a prob-
lem getting the music going and folks started singing the mu-
sic! It is really nice to have singers in the line.

Because of the time it takes to set up the Masonic Hall,
volunteers came an hour early to help and stayed about 45
minutes late to help put things away. We thank you every-
one—there are too many to name (or remember).

The Masonic Hall is not going to allow anyone to use
their chairs and tables in the future. So, as much as we hate to
leave the Masonic Hall, the need for chairs and tables is such
that we must. There is a San Rafael Recreation Center hall a
few blocks from the Masonic Hall that is about a 1000 square
feet larger than the Masonic Hall and shaped more nearly
square so that it has better sound coverage AND it has its own
parking lot! It has large rest rooms and a kitchen. We hope to
see you there next year. Easy directions will be in the advertis-
ing next year.

To all those who came to dance, brought snacks and es-
pecially those who helped set-up and take down—our grateful
thanks—you helped make a great party. Thank you!

Another photo is on page 18

Bernice Schram Scholarship
By Elisa Bacher
This scholarship provides one half full tuition to Stockton Folk
Dance Camp, i.e. $425 this year, 2012. It is offered by the
Petaluma/Novato International Folk Dancers to encourage folk
dance teachers, assistant and prospective teachers, and others
active in folk dancing, to attend camp. North Bay applicants
especially encouraged. Deadline is May 15.

For an application form contact: Bob Birks 415-454-
8355 or Rosa Savage 415-925-9786, rmtsavage@gmail.com
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Jim Gold International Folk Tours

Travel

el CROATIA!

¢  EASTERN TURKEY!
NORWAY! HUNGARY! POLAND!

i\ ?é‘ Travel with International Folk Dance Specialists:
) < Jim Gold, Lee Otterholt,
W‘/ Richard Schmidt, Adam Molnar

NORWAY ! ... June 9-19, 2012. Led by Lee Otterholt.

Norwegian and Intemational dancing with breathtaking scenery in the Land of the Mountain
Kings! Midsummer in Norway! Oslo, Bergen, Hovin (Telemark), Fjord Cruise, Voss.

CROATIA and SLOVENIA ! .. .. July 17-30, 2012. Led by Jim Gold.
Zagreb Folk Festival, Ljubljana, Split, Dubrovnik Summer Festival.

HUNGARY ! . .. July 31-August 13, 2012. Led by Adam Molnar.
Magyar adventures in Budapest, Eger, Jaszberény Folk Festival.

POLAND ! ... september 6-20, 2012. Led by Richard Schmidt.
Krakéw, Zakopane, LodZ, Torun, Gdarsk, Olsztyn, Warsaw.

EASTERN TURKEY ! . . . October 7-20, 2012. Led by Jim Gold and Lee Otterholt.
Kurdish, Pontic/Black Sea, Georgian, former Armenian regions! Istanbul, Diyarbakir,
Urfa, Mardin, Van, Dogubeyazit, Kars, Ani, Erzurum, Trabzon. Istanbul ext. Oct. 20-24.

TOUR REGISTRATION: | can’t walt to go! Enclosed is my $200 per person deposit.
Tour(s)desired
Name Address

No.of people Phone( ) Email

Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.
(201) 836-0362 Email: jimgold@jimgold.com www.jimgold.com
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Memorial—Neal Sandler

March 13, 2012

The service for Neal was at the San Joaquin Catholic Ceme-
tery on Friday the 23rd of March at 3:00 p.m. The address is
San Joaquin Catholic Cemetery, Cemetery Ln., Stockton, CA.
95201. Afterwards there was a reception at Mike Sandler's
home in Woodbridge, CA.

What follows is the bio from Dick Oates’ web site:

Neal Sandler, the son of Soviet Jewish immigrants, was born
in 1931 in Philadelphia. Although he has long been interested
in dance and theatre, he has also pursued an engineering ca-
reer. He earned a B.S. degree from Drexel Institute of Tech-
nology and a M.S. degree from U.C. Berkeley, and has
worked as a materials science engineer.

Neal's early theatrical experience includes training in
professional dance forms, both in ballet and modern dance. He
brought this experience to his initial involvement
with Westwind in Los Angeles in the early 1960s. With West-
wind, he acquired a growing interest in both recreational
folk dance and in the theatrical presentation of folk material.

Neal and Anthony Ivancich became Westwind directors
in Los Angeles in 1964, and in 1966 the ensemble split into its
Northern and Southern counterparts with Neal's move to the
Bay Area (Westwind's southern group later folded).

When Neal and his former wife, Carol, moved to the Bay
Area in 1966, they started a San Francisco branch
of Westwind. Their unselfish contributions of time, energy,
and even money, enabled Westwind to grow into a strong ama-
teur performing group. Neal, with his far-reaching and ever
present artistic vision, became a mentor for many young folk
dancers; several have gone on to pursue professional careers in
folk dance.

The ensemble danced at UC Berkeley's Zellerbach Audi-
torium as part of the Zellerbach Dance Series in the spring of
1976 (Neal Sandler was its director in his final season). The
combination of artistic vision and superb teaching techniques
enabled Neal to contribute to Bay Area folk dance at every
level. He enjoyed working with beginners -- helping them to
enjoy folk dancing while carefully teaching them their first
dances. He also worked well with advanced dancers, particu-
larly in Westwind where he taught not only about dancing, but
also a great deal about acting and theatrical presentation.

Part of his Westwind vision also concerned the impor-
tance of the having an integrated ensemble -- where skills in
dancing, singing, playing music, and acting overlapped and
were skillfully blended to produce a cohesive presentation.

He taught many venues, including the Menlo Park Rec-
reation Center, the South Whidbey International Folkdancers,
the Stanford International Dancers, Ashkenaz coffeehouse,
Hearst Gym, J-house, Stanford Tressider Union, the Mandala
coffeehouse, and Hillel. Neal Sandler helped to launch
the Slavonijo Dance Ensemble and was its first artistic direc-
tor.

In 2001, Neal was diagnosed with Parkinson's Disease,
and went to assisted living in February of 2006.

Neal produced a CD with Yvonne Hunt and Christos
Govetas that features musicians from Flambouro, Serres,
called Zourna Masters of Flambouro. Dances Neal has taught
include Dranovoto, Sokatko Malo Kolo, and Thracian Riice-
nica.

Some emailed comments about Neal:

I remember meeting Neal when I just started teaching at Men-

docino Balkan camp...He was so warm and encouraging to

me, and interested in helping me think out what I wanted to do

- very kind and fun to connect with - a beautiful person!
—Beth Bahia Cohen

Neal used to come up and visit me in Santa Rosa and we
would have the most interesting conversations--mostly about
dance, dance research and teaching. He was always totally
engrossing and enthusiastic when talking about dance and 1
remember these conversations with fondness. My other spe-
cial memory is dancing a dreamy Greek dance next to him at
Razzmatazz Weekend in Mendocino Woodlands with Edessa
playing the music. The closest to heaven one can get on this
earth. —Marilyn Smith

I too have a lot of memories of Neal, but one that seems to

dominate is when he and David Nadel and I'm sorry I can't

remember the rest, were the Old Codgers performing at Kolo

festival. They all danced their hearts out, and the smiles on

their faces were from ear to ear! It was quite a sight.
—DMelissa Miller

Neal was an important influence on me as a dancer, and for
many other members of the Bay Area dance community as
well. I always enjoyed watching him dance, from when he was
a lean, athletic dancer with a completely expressive body
AND face (Russian Quadrilles shines in my memory), until
later in his life, as one of our most knowledgeable village eld-
ers, He had a wealth of knowledge and a generous heart, and I
honor the many contributions he made to us all.

—DMelissa Miller & Lew Smith

I'm so sad to hear of Neal's passing. I knew very little about
him; he was so unassuming, I didn't know he was director of
anything.

Quick story: I have a memory of him from when I was
working in the kitchen at a Balkan Camp - I think it was the
very last Hawaiian camp, but I suppose it could have been
Mendo. Anyway, he was hanging out in the kitchen with
someone (now I can't remember who), telling funny, kind of
self-deprecating jokes. Just so down-to-earth, friendly, ap-
proachable. I chatted with him a few times over the years after
that.

Didn't know him well, but for some reason the scene in
the kitchen has always remained in my mind as a memory that

makes me smile. —Jill (Clay) Halloran
I
Going Home [p°
©Toni Denmark |~
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56th Annual Camellia Festival

By Barbara Malakoff
Our 56th annual Camellia Festival is just a dim but warm
memory now. We were very pleased to see how many people
came to our outpost here in the valley from the great Bay
Area. Loui Tucker taught an excellent workshop on Israeli and
Balkan dances, and I know we are doing them all here in Sac-
ramento now. We also had George and Irini Arabagi teaching
Ukrainian couple dances. They will be teaching this year at
Stockton Folk Dance Camp. They had film footage to show us
of their glory days in the Moldavian State Academic Dance
Company, which toured more than 25 countries around the
world. Very impressive! But equally impressive, was their
ability to actually teach us two colorful and showy dances.
They have had lots of practice, because they have been teach-
ing children and teen groups in West Sacramento since they
moved there in 1999, (You can see them in the Concert foot-
age linked below.) Friday evening we had an energetic Ser-
bian workshop by Marija Krapecevic. She was a dancer with
Avaz International Dance Theater and is now director and
choreographer for for ASKA Kolo Ansambl, who also danced
in the Sunday Concert.

Also from the Bay Area this year, came our finale group
for the Sunday Concert, the fabulous Dunsmuir Scottish Danc-
ers. They had a wonderful band (Ron Wallace) accompanying
them and they really filled up the in-the-round stage with six-
teen dancers and a choreography that covered every square
inch of it. You can see all of the performances from the Sun-
day Concert by going to this link. http://
www.folkdancesac.org/camsun.shtml (All 10 groups are on
the same video, so scroll forward to the last group if you want
to see the Dunsmuir Scottish Dancers.) There were many won-
derful groups there. Bruce Mitchell, Concert Director, finds
some real gems in Sacramento, which boasts of having proba-
bly the most diverse population in the country dating back to
Gold Rush days. The Bashkars Arts Academy, doing exotic
East Indian dances, was another exceptional group.

The Saturday party enjoyed live music by the Village
Folk Orchestra of Nevada City. This was their first appearance
at the Camellia Festival, and it was a real treat to have them. A
highlight of the evening was the Silent Kolo, dedicated to
those local folk dancers who had passed away in the last year,
with Barbara Bevan and Toba Goddard leading the singing.

We also honored a dancer who has made exceptional
contributions to folk dancing, as we do every year during the
Sunday Concert. This year's honoree was Hadi Babazadeh.
You can find an article about him somewhere else in this issue
of Let's Dance. .

We want to thank H
everyone who came and | A2
supported our Festival! |
It was wonderful! Mark |
your calendar for March |
8-10, 2013.

Croatian Opanci
©Toni Denmark
toni(@hotelsuperior.com

St Partick’s Day on te ni

—

Camellia Festival—Laura Douglas leading the front row, to her left

are Denise Heenan and Clyde 777.
In the back row from left to right are: Louise Lidicker, Bill
Lidicker, Dan Unger, Lorraine Biner and Dorothy Jerome
—Photo by Joe Croco

nsula

{19,/

by John and Jan Nicoarq

A very nice crowd at the Peninsula Council’s St. Patrick’s Day ﬁarty!
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MORE EXCITING "HAPPENINGS"

AT MENDOCINO FOLK-
LORE CAMP THIS YEAR:

We are having a fabulous Scottish Ball and Dinner Banquet on
the first Sunday of camp. It’s the official celebration of Men-
docino Folklore Camp’s 50" Anniversary and it will be held
down in the dance hall just like we used to do in the early
years of camp. So take those kilts and tartans out of mothballs,
brush up on some Scottish set dances and get ready for a great
celebration as we remember and pay tribute to 50 wonderful
years.

4™ of July Picnic Lunch in the Meadow — Box lunches,
blankets spread out among the wildflowers, music and sing-
ing, old fashioned races & games with blue ribbon prizes.
Bring your shape note hymnbooks, favorite blanket or folding
chair, sun bonnet or hat and enjoy a homespun, holiday after-
noon with our little community.

And of course our “Folklore Celebration” happy hours
which will include this year a Croa-
tian, Egyptian and Greek night. Registered campers: watch
your in-boxes for the “costume example and party call out”
newsletter in April.

With a bit of luck, we’ll have 3 talented graduate stu-
dents from the Royal College of Music in Stock-
holm, Sweden joining us (and playing some Scandinavian
music sets for us) at camp this year. Very exciting! Many of
you will remember Ross Campbell who taught Swedish Fiddle
a couple of years ago at camp. Well, his daughter (and Chris
Campbell’s niece) Linnea Aall Campbell is coming to Califor-
nia this summer with fellow music students Hanna Andersson
and Samantha Ohlanders on a musical tour with their band
(playing house concerts, for dances and doing singing work-
shops). And if all works out with their tour schedule they will
be attending camp... fingers crossed! The name of their band
is “Beata Bermuda”, here they are in concert on youtube:
http://youtu.be/Me6rFSPdxsM

Hope you can join us for our 50" anniversary year. See
ad for information about teachers. To get a registration form,
go to www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com

—Susie Burke
MFC Camp Director

y

The Armenian teacher Hasmik Harutyunyan teaching at the
Snap-Y Dancers in Petaluma. She is the woman in the light top with
the dark hair visible between the sec. and third dancers in line.

North Bay Armenian Dance Workshops
By Steve Ayala

Singer and folklorist Hasmik Harutyunyan and her relatives
have spent years researching and helping preserve the commu-
nity songs of the larger, pre-1915 Armenia. In mid-March,
Petaluma Snap-y Dancers and Armenians of the North Bay
asked her to teach two workshops on family and village party
dances.

I asked Hasmik about a list of 30 “Armenian” dances
we’d learned. Perhaps one third turned out to be familiar
dances in Armenia. Another third she guessed were dances
originating in the Armenian-American community. And most
of the others she knew as the names of well-known Armenian
songs — perhaps choreographed as “folk dances™ outside Ar-
menia.

Hasmik’s first workshop was held March 11 at the Con-
gregation Ner Shalom Hall in Cotati. Some 39 adults and
nearly a dozen children attended, including several local Ar-
menian-American families. A year before, she gave a guest
lecture at Sonoma State University, followed by a choral song-
fest at Ner Shalom Hall with the woman’s group KITKA. (She
had hosted KITKA members during their visit to Armenia
several years earlier.) It was a treat to see so many of our
friends and fellow dancers join Hasmik as she led a final Ko-
chari around the hall: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=CfvI0zKj7CU.

While she taught, Hasmik’s husband Andranik pointed
out regions on a large wall map where each dance came from
— places like the capital Yerevan, Moush (where Hasmik’s
family originally lived), Lake Van and several other places in
western Armenia (today eastern Turkey). There were also
dances of long-separated Armenian communities in Iran and
the Pontic coast along the southern Black Sea.

The following evening, 36 dancers from several local
groups attended Hasmik’s second workshop at Petaluma’s
Hermann Sons Hall. She taught Miram Govand, Tamzara (3
patterns), Papouri, two Kochari variations, Shoror, Sheighani,
Srapar and Trtrook (two Hamshen Armenian dances), May-
roke and Ververi. Another great video shows Hasmik and her
brother Aleksan working up enthusiastic, arm-swinging lines
of folk dancers while singing a Ververi: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CPtf7¢cNOf3,

As the lights dimmed after the Cotati workshop, there
was one of those once-in-a-lifetime happenings. Almost eve-
ryone had left when a couple walked up to thank Hasmik, and
mentioned that they had been married in an Armenian church
more than six decades before. The lady spoke some Armenian,
the man none. They seemed surprised when Hasmik asked if
she could sing in their honor.

For a few minutes the room was filled with a most beau-
tiful sound. There were few dry eyes, and the couple whis-
pered they had never in their lives received such a gift. Has-
mik said later she had combined themes from old Armenian
wedding songs praising the groom, his relatives, his friends,
the bride, and her family - picturing each as the trunk,
branches and leaves of a growing tree. I hope Andranik will
get us a translation of those songs and I feel chills remember-
ing, grateful to have been a witness.
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