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President’s Message
My Report Card

In my Mission Statement that appeared in the July 2009
issue of Let’s Dance!, my goals were simple: (1) Rejuvenate;
(2) Publicize/Advertise; (3) Communicate; and (4) Increase
membership. I wrote about some specific plans I had to ac-
complish those goals. So how did I do?

1. A revamped and refocused Federation website. This
was accomplished early on and the website has continued to
gain in depth and usage. Over 1000 dance notations published
in Let’s Dance! magazines going back to the late 1940s are
now on the website. There has been increase in traffic to the
site overall, especially on the Events page.

I recently reviewed site statistics, and compared April 2009
to April 2011. Without going into the minutiae, in April 2009
there was an average of 3,300 hits per day. Two years later,
it’s just under 4,700 hits per day. The increase has been slow,
but steady.

Grade: B. Our website is being used more, and I am told
visitors like the look and feel of it, but I still don’t think it’s
getting enough traffie. There is much room for improve-
ment.

2. Colorful, eve-catching advertising. The advertising was
developed and published. I was told by many members that
they made copies and posted them. The web pages where the
advertising posters are available still gets a few hits (about a
dozen) each month. The tracking of this campaign was not
successful and, except for anecdotal evidence, it served only to
make us all feel like we’d tried something new.

Grade: D. If it doesn’t produce measurable results, it’s
like studying for a test and still failing.

3. Offer 'First-Class-Free' Coupons. These coupons were
created as promised, and the web-listing for Federation clubs
notes whether or not a club accepts them. They are still avail-
able on the website and also still get a few hits per month.
Once again, I have not tracked usage.

Grade: D. As with the advertising campaign, if it doesn’t
produce measurable results....

4, Create a Group Email. The yahoo group was created as
promised and currently has 60 members. Considering the fact
that almost 300 of our 400 members have supplied us with an
email address, having only 60 members in the yahoo group is,
well, sad. Also, the group is not as active as I would have
liked. On the other hand, the group has certainly made it con-
venient for me to use when I needed to communicate with
active members.

Grade: D. Setting up something and getting people to
use it are two completely different things. Some yahoo
groups to which I belong are very active. This one isn’t.
Perhaps we all just prefer to go out and dance rather than
sit in front of a computer screen reading and writing about
it.

5. Increase Communication with Federation Officers. My
email has been published multiple times in Let’s Dance! and
it’s also on the Federation website. I have gotten a very satis-
fying number of emails from members and non-members, and
that part of my job has been very rewarding.

Grade: C. This is nice for me, but there is no indication
it’s doing anybody else any good.

6. Improve Attendance at Festivals. Many of the festivals,
workshops, and occasional parties are reporting increased at-
tendance and “more energy in the room.” Looking at who is
attending what, it appears to me that dancers seem to be more
willing to drive a significant distance to attend a dance event,
assuming the price is right. I still long for the days when 1000
dancers attended Statewide, and a monthly festival gathered
400 dancers (sigh).

Grade: B. The patient reports feeling better, but the
numbers on the medical chart show blood-pressure still
below where it should be.

7. Increase the Value to Membership. The Federation
designed and created a very popular “I ¥ FOLK DANCING”
totebag, as well as a “VARSITY FOLK DANCE?” t-shirt, both
of which were given to Federation members for free. They are
designed both to thank members for their support and provide
an easy way for members to advertise and promote what they
do. Even with the dues increase in the fall of 2010, these bene-
fits that members reaped far exceed in value what they paid.

Grade B. About a dozen dancers became new members
of the Federation so they could receive a totebag or a t-
shirt, but I would have liked to see some evidence that this
form of advertising - by carrying the totebag or wearing
the t-shirt - brought new dancers to our classes.

8. Obtain 501(c)(3) status. At very long last, and after
months spent completing the required paperwork, waiting for
a response from the IRS, amending and resubmitting the pa-
perwork, and waiting again—this goal was finally accom-
plished.

Grade: A. I believe the Federation will see financial re-
wards in the form of tax-deductible donations as well as
lower fees for rentals because of this change in status. I
also believe individual clubs will benefit from a change in
liability insurance because the Federation is now a non-
profit (details below).

EXTRA CREDIT

Archives. In the past two years the Archives Committee has
managed to collect 75 (!) boxes of memorabilia related to the
Federation and international folk dancing in Northern Califor-
nia. We're still in the process of sorting and organizing the
donations, but the treasures abound - archival videotape of
Federation dance institutes going back to the mid-1980s,
boxes of 84" x11" black-and-white glossy photographs of
dancers and dance events, back issues of Let’s Dance! maga-
zine, costumes, dolls, festival programs, and much more.
You’'ll be reading more about this project in the coming
months,

Insurance. I hope this project that I have been nurturing
behind the scenes for many months will bear fruit this sum-
mer. Because the Federation is now a non-profit, we qualify
for a different insurance program that will involve less paper-
work and a lower cost. Watch for an announcement in Let’s
Dance! in the coming months.

Let’s Dance! | continue to be impressed with this wonder-
ful magazine. It is head-and-shoulders-and-top-hat above the
newsletters/magazines produced by similar organizations, in
terms of both content and appearance. 1 would like to believe
my articles contribute to its positive content. I am proud to be
a part of it and hope it continues to be a principal reason why
dancers join the Federation.

Continued on next page
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May/June, 2011 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press(@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

April 29 Balkan Spring Fever. Please join the Kopachka Folkdancers for our annual springtime live-music
gala, Balkan Spring Fever. The multi-talented band Janam will play 8 to 11 p.m. at Scout Hall, 177 E.
Blithedale Avenue, Mill Valley (1.5 miles W of Highway 101). Janam is one of the premier bands
playing in the Bay Area. $10, refreshments included. Contact 415-497-4890 or nadavnur@gmail.com.

April 30 *Blossom Folk Dance Festival, concert and Party Sponsored by City College of San Francisco, The
Folk Dance Federation and Changs. A Federation membership meeting is at 3:30 for the election of

officers. See the ad in the April issue for directions.

May 14 Rose Festival International Folk Dance The Santa Rosa Folk Dancers invite you to the annual Rose
Festival at Wischermann Hall, 465 Morris St., Sebastopol. Door prizes, beautiful floor, refreshments.
This hall was built with the efforts of volunteers in the dance community! 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm

Donation $7.00

Fairy Tale Statewide Four days of fun and dance! Join us in Solvang May 27-30 for the 2011
Statewide. Teaching will be Yves and France Moreau. See ads starting on page 6.

May 27-30

July 2-9 Mendocino Folklore Camp International Dance and Music Workshops. Registration now open:

www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com

July 24-30 & Stockton Folk Dance Camp. Faculty: Erica Goldman, Israeli; Bruce Hamilton, English; Jerry Helt,

July 31-Aug. 6 Squares and Contras; Jaap Leegwater, Bulgarian; Paul Mulders, Macedonian; Richard Powers,
Vintage and American couple dances; Andy Taylor-Blenis, Portuguese; and Roberto Bagnoli, “What's
hot in Europe”. See ad on page 16 for more information.

Sept. 9-11

Dance in the woods. A refreshing retreat in the woods filled with dancing and relaxation. See the \

article in the Council Clips column on the next page for more info.

*Federation sponsored events.

President’s Message, continued from previous page

Membership. The total number of Federation members in
April 2009 was 394, Two years later, as of April 2011, we’re
sitting at 401. From that raw data, it looks like nothing has
changed, but actually it has! When I compared the two data-
bases, I found a loss of 90+ members and groups. That sounds
awful, doesn’t it? In the positive column, however, we have
90+ new members (including 2 new groups!). While it is true
that about a dozen new members received gift memberships, I
want to believe that the bulk of the 90 new members joined
because they feel the same sense of renewal and energy and
excitement that I have felt the past two years.

Overall grade: C+ Factoring in the extra credit? B-

I would love to say thank you to each person by name, but
the list would be very long. I would certainly leave somebody
out and their feelings would be hurt and then I'd be embar-
rassed, and .... so I won't. I hope it suffices to say I had the
support of a great group of Board members who stepped up to
whatever plate I put in front of them. I asked people to take on
tasks, and they always said yes.

By the way, I plan to stick around. I will be both past-
president and secretary of the Federation. I intend to write
articles for Let’s Dance! and work on any committee that will
have me. I enjoy working on the Federation website and I am
determined to track down the remaining 40-or-so dance de-

scriptions so our collection will be complete. I have a promis-
ing lead for some exciting print advertising. I really want to
see the seeds I have planted finally bear fruit.

I try to keep in mind the fact that the decline in popularity
of international folk dancing was a process that took years,
even decades. I recently read an article in a Let's Dance! from
the mid-1970s observing that the age of the average dancer
was 60 and rising, and it was becoming more and more diffi-
cult to attract young dancers (too many dances!). We won’t
turn this ship around without sustained effort and long-range
strategies!

Being the president of the Federation for the past two years
has been a source of both pleasure and frustration. I had op-
portunities to act as both cheerleader and scold. I have beamed
with pride and sighed with despair I want to belie\ e I made a
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Council & Club Clips

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
We hope you will join us for any of the following events. We
design them to attract newcomers and friends from other cit-
ies, and extend a big welcome.

MEMBERSHIP BBQ

August 27th is our annual Membership BBQ at the Wolter-
beek estate in Shingle Springs. It will feature a potluck as well
as BBQ and dancing under the stars in the foothills with clear
skies and great fellow dancers on the Wolterbeeks fabulous
deck. Al will be showing off his new knee. Many members of
the celebrated Tance El Dorado will be there. This is a great
way to kick-off the upcoming fall dance schedule, and shake
off the summer lazies. Check the website and Let’s Dance for
more information! Hope to see you there!

DANCE IN THE WOODS

Dance in the Woods will be September 9-11 at Camp Sacra-
mento, 85 miles from Sacramento on Highway 50. It is a re-
freshing retreat in the woods filled with dancing and relaxing.
The cost is $135.00/person which includes lodging with 3
meals Saturday and 2 meals Sunday. It starts at 4:00 PM Fri-
day, with a potluck and dance, and then goes through Saturday
with dance workshops, fun singing with Toba Goddard, and/or
free time to hike, nap, sing, or whatever. The Saturday eve-
ning party is 8-11 PM. On Sunday there are dance reviews in
the morning and the weekend ends with lunch. You can come
to any individual event for $10. If you weren't able to go to a
folk dance camp this summer, then this is the next best thing!
Please go to our website at www.folkdancesac.org for registra-
tion, maps and details.

BEGINNERS FESTIVAL - FREE!

Thursday, September 15, 2011 7:00-9:00 PM,

YLI Hall, 1400-27th St. at N, Sacramento

No partner needed! No experience necessary. Wear comfort-
able shoes. —Barbara Malakoff

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS. Grab your Stetson and pull
on your boots for BFD’s dinner and dance 70" Birthday Ball.
We’ll going “Way out West” to BFD’s home at Live Oak
Park Social Hall, Shattuck at Berryman, Berkeley. The wild
evening will start at 5 P.M. with dinner served at 5:30 P.M.
And what a dinner! It features pork ribs, BBQ chicken, (Bocca
Burgers for vegetarians), BBQ vegetarian beans, corn on the
cob, tossed green salad, potato salad and rolls catered by Back
Forty Bar-b-que of Pleasant Hill. Dancing will follow from
7:30 — 10:30 P.M. A fine program is planned for dancing. All
this for $20 members/non-members for dinner and dance; $10
member/non-members for dance only. And that is not all!
There will be a snack table during the dance part of the ball.
You’all come now! Contact: Contact Peter D’ Angelo, 510-654
-3136 or pvdangelo@hotmail.com. —Naomi Lidicker

Santa Rosa Folk Dancers Rose Festival. This is the folk
dance event where it all happens. You will find a wide selec-
tion of international folk dance music, friendly dancers, a
bouncy hardwood floor, tasty refreshments, and surprising
door prizes - with beautiful roses surrounding the hall. The
Santa Rosa Folk Dancers are waiting for you to join them at
the not-to-be-missed annual Rose Festival to be held Saturday,
May 14, 2011, from 1:00 to 4:30 p.m. at Wischemann Hall,

465 Morris St., Sebastopol, CA. Beautiful rural Sonoma
County and intriguing Sebastopol round out a fun day. Call
707-546-5467 for more information.

Thank you,

Elsa Bacher

Del Valle Folk Dancers. Meets every Tuesday evening 8-9:30
pm upstairs at Triple Threat Performing Arts, 315 Wright
Brothers Avenue, Livermore, near the airport and 580 free-
way. Cost $4 per person. Your first time is FREE!

Small, congenial group enjoying international dances,
mostly Balkan and Israeli. Mix of long-time and recent danc-
ers; beginners welcome. Ad-hoc, informal instruction. We're
in it for the movement, the music, and the fun! Contact George
Pavel 925-422-4262 (daytime), george.pavel@gmail.com.

Mendocino Folklore Camp Update

From Jay Michtom

Many years ago it was common for Mendocino Folklore
Camp to have a waiting list. If you didn’t get your reservation
in by February, you were in danger of missing out and having
to wait for next year. Now, decades later, it looks like it may
be happening again. Reservations are coming in at a much
faster rate, so if you are planning to go and haven’t registered
yet, we suggest you don’t wait.

Why is this happening? We can think of several reasons:

1. Camp dates have changed from mid-June (when teach-
ers and families with kids couldn’t come) to early July.

2. With the above, camp has become more kid-friendly
with lots of special activities for them, so many more families
have signed up.

3. This year’s dance teachers: Cristian Florescu and
Sonia Dion (Romanian), Cesar Garfiaz (Cuban — Salsa
Rueda), and Yuliyan Yordanov (Bulgarian).

4. Instrument teachers: Maimon Miller, Mark Forry, Erik
Hoffman, Bill Cope, and Michelle Simon.

5. Singing teachers: Suzannah Park, Eva Salina Primak
and Michelle Simon.

6. Lots of live music by outstanding musicians

7. A beautiful setting in the redwoods, with some time
off to enjoy it.

8. Great evening parties.

To register, see ad, or check web-site:
www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com

Scholarships are Available

There are still scholarships opportunities available for dance
camps this year. Scholarships can cover up to half of a camp’s
tuition.

Don’t miss out on camp because of financial woes, apply
for a scholarship today.
Contact Beth@berezovskyfamily.com for more information.

Welcome new members

Membership chairman Marion Rose reports the following new
members:
Allan Koehler, Los Altos

Karen Bartholomew, Menlo Park,

Let's DanceI—May/June, 2011, page five
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HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
1455 Mission Drive
For Statewide reservations contact:
Beverly Barr - 310-202-6166 or at dancingbarrs@yahoo.com before April 22
Rates: Friday & Saturday-$152.90 each; Sunday-$97.90 (Taxes included)

STATEWIDE SCHEDULE
Day Location Time Individual Price
FRIDAY (Bethania Lutheran Church)
Registration 7:00 P.M.
Dance 8:00 -11:00 P.M. S 5.00

SATURDAY (Solvang Veterans’ Memorial Building)...Full day is $33, plus lunch

Registration 10:00-10:30 A.M.
Institute 10:30-12:30 P.M. $15.00
Lunch (Pre-registration required) 12:30-2:30 P.M. $ 5.00
Yves/France reviews, dancing &

Danish teaching by David Heald 2:30-5:30 P.M. $ 8.00
Dinner 5:30-8:00 P.M.
Dance Party 8:00-11:00 P.M. $10.00

SUNDAY (Solvang Veterans’ Memorial Building) ...Full day is $33 plus lunch

Warm Up Dance 9:30-10:00 A.M.

Institute 10:00-12:00 P.M. $15.00

Lunch/Installation Lunch 12:00-2:30 P.M. $12.00
(Everyone is welcome, but pre-reservations required)

Review and Dance 2:30-5:30 P.M. $ 8.00

Dinner 5:30-8:00 P.M.

Dance Party 8:00-11:00 P.M. $10.00

MONDAY (Solvang Veterans’ Memorial Building)

Dancing and Barbeque 10:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. $10.00
(Pre-reservations required)

SEE REGISTRATION FORM FOR PACKAGE PRICES, MEAL RESERVATIONS AND ORDERING INFORMATION

Page six, May/June, 201 1—Let’'s Darnce!




FAIRY TALE STATEWIDE

MAY 27-30, 2011
SOLVANG

SUPERSAVER EARLY REGISTRATION
$45 BEFORE MAY 13, 855 AT THE DOOR

First person

Name (for badge)

REGISTRATION FORM, __

o R B

\syllabus, DVD, !
\meals, or t-shirts I
Iwithout buying the |
Isupersaver dance |
Ipkg. |
|You may purchase I

I

|individual events at
I1the door. I

Dance pkg. (all classes & parties) $45 0 $45
Syllabus (printed pre-order only) 5[4 5
Syllabus (emailed pdf) 30 3
DVD (of festival instruction) $200 $20
Optional meals ( pre-registration required)  _ _ ___ _ 0o
gaturday lunch $ 5‘% 1O Check here U} 8§ 5
Sunday installation lunch $120 10 for g 1 812
Monday BBQ $100 EI:I vegetarian meals® 1 $10
Totals $ + $
# of T-shirts: (S M L, XL XXL ) @$15each

Grand Total (1% person +2" person + t-shirts)

----------------------------------------------------------------

Contact for confirmation and for emailing of syllabus:

email:

Phone: (

Mail this form before May 13 & a check for grand total
made payable to Folk Dance Federation to:

|

Statewide
1524 Vivian
New port Beach, CA 92660

Pick up registration packages at Statewide in Solvang.

Questions— contact Steve: register@ StatewideF olkd ance.com or (949) 646-7082
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STATEWIDE 201
MAY 27-20, 201
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SOLVANG VETERANS’ MEMORIAL BUILDING 1745 MISSION DR. SOLVANG

BETHANIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 603 ATTERDAG RD. SOLVANG
SPONSORED BY THE FOLK DANCE FEDERATION OF CALIFORNIA, SOUTH, INC. TEL: 626-446-5160
WEBSITE-WWW.STATEWIDEFOLKDANCE.COM EMAIL: INFO@STATEWIDEFOLKDANCE.COM
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Santa Rosa Folk Dancers 7 D)

a? o lnsviteo‘/ou - ﬂ 21 42 )

. @,
Rose Festival /‘4*\‘.{'4'@
International Folk Dance @) '\
S
Saturday, May 14, 2011 f (@
1:00 - 4:30 P.M. \

/ Door Prizes, Beautiful Wood Floor, Refreshments ' ‘\
Wischemann Hall |
\} 465 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA 95472 :
$7.00 Donation ﬁ )

I

This is the folk dance event where it all happens. You will find a wide selection of ﬁ |
international folk dance music, friendly dancers, a bouncy hardwood floor, tasty
refreshments, and surprising door prizes - with beautiful roses surrounding the @
hall. The Santa Rosa Folk Dancers are waiting for you to join them at the not-to-
be-missed annual Rose Festival. Call 707-546-5467 for more information.

Rose Festival Dance Program 2011

1. Alunelul 31. Polharrow Burn

2. Couple Hasapiko 32. Never on Sunday

3. Swedish-Finn Mixer (P) 33. Dreisteyrer

4. Liljano Mome 34. Porosya (P)

5. Corrido 35. Hora nuntasilor

6. Elizabeth Quadrille 36. La Cachucha

7. Banjsko Oro 19. Louisiana Saturday Night ~ 37. Windmill Quadrille

8. El Gaucho Tango 20. Baztan-Dantza 38. Sulam Ya’akov

9. Oklahoma Mixer (P) 21. Lo Brisa-Pe 39. Numero Cinco

10. Ina Ina 22. Kohala Waltz 40. La Bastringue (P)

11. Beale Street Blues 23. Swiss Break Mixer (P) 41. Cobankat

12. Cumberland Reel 24. Champs Elysees 42. Snoa

13. Lo Ahavti Dai 25. Triip to Bavaria 43. MacDonald of the Isles
14. Salty Dog Rag 26. Tfilati 44. Devicha khorovodnaya
15. Allemansmarsj (P) 27. Tango Campana 45. Somewhere My Love
16. Opinca 28.Bala (P) 46, Olssons’ Familievals (P)
17. Neapolitan Waltz 29. Vrapcheto 47. Joc de leagédne

18. Picking Up Sticks 30. Bohemian National Polka ~ 48. Bluebell Waltz (P)
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Jim Gold International Folk Tours
2011

www.jimgold.com

BULGARIA !
GREECE and the GREEK ISLANDS !
HEUNGARY ! NORWAY !

Travel with international folklore and folk dance experts:
Jim Gold, Lee Otterholt, Adam Molnar, Joe Freedman

NORWAY !... June 11-21, 2011. Led by Lee Otterholt.
Norwegian and International dancing with breathtaking scenery in the Land of the Mountain
Kings! Midsummer in Norway! Oslo, Bergen, Hovin (Telemark), Fjord Cruise, Voss.

HUNGARY !... August 2-15, 2011. Led by Adam Molnar.
Magyar adventures in Budapest, Eger, Jaszberény Folk Festival, biggest in Hungary!

BULGARIA! ... August 3-15, 2011. Led by Jim Gold.
A mysterious, magical country with unbeatable dancing, music, and folklore. Sofia, Bansko,
Plovdiv, Veliko Turnovo, Koprivshtitsa Folk Festival ! Black Sea ext. Aug. 15-19.

GREECE and the GREEK ISLANDS! ... October 16-30, 2011.

Led by Jim Gold and Lee Otterholt

Dance hasapicos, syrtos, and more! Mountains, markets, archeological wonders, sun kissed
islands. Classical tour: Athens, Olympia, Delphi, Meteora, Mycenae. Cruise to Mykonos,
Crete, Rhodes, Patmos, Ephesus, Santorini. Santorini ext. Oct. 27-30.

Visit www.jimgold.com to see YOUTUBE videos, photos, and more |

TOUR REGISTRATION: | can't wait to go! Enclosed is my $200 per person deposit. .
Tour(s)desired
Name Address
No. of people Phone( ) Email
Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.
(201) 836-0362 www.jimgold.com Email:jimgold@jimgold.com
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Statewide 2011

By Marsha Fenner, Statewide Chairman

Preparations for Statewide 2011 in Solvang are moving into
high gear. The web site is up and running, thanks to Steve
Himel, with additional information being added as it becomes
available (www.STATEWIDEFOLKDANCE.COM). Regis-
tration forms have been mailed to clubs, T-shirts have been
printed and will be available at the Spring Festival in Culver
City, dance lists are being compiled, decorations are being
created, and sound equipment is being tested.

The Festival Format

We will be dancing at two different venues. The Friday night
dance party will be at Bethania Lutheran Church in the Parish
Hall. They have a beautiful wooden floor which is less than a
year old. It is home to the Solvang Dancers. All other events
will be held at the Veterans Memorial Building on the east
side of town.

You will find that the format for this Festival is slightly
different. All teaching by the master teachers Yves and France
Moreau will be done in the morning sessions Saturday and
Sunday. The afternoon sessions will be composed of reviews
of those dances taught in the morning, interspersed throughout
a dance program. On Saturday afternoon we will also have
David Heald teaching some Scandinavian dances. The evening
dance parties Friday, Saturday, and Sunday will be just that —
all dancing all the time (including the dances we learn in the
morning and review in the afternoon) with Zimzala playing
several sets of live music Saturday and Sunday. Monday danc-
ing will be an all request program with bar-b-q.

The Food

On the registration form you will notice that there are 3 op-
tional meals. Sunday luncheon is Installation of Federation
Officers from both north and south. Historically this event has
been held in a restaurant or catered. The cost has often kept
attendance low. This year we have lowered the cost in the
hope that more dancers will attend. This event will be held in
the Legion Wing of the Veterans Memorial Building, a lovely
room that will hold up to 100 People. The menu has not been
confirmed yet, but there will be lots of good food for both
vegetarian and meat eaters. Please take this opportunity to
meet your Officers and find out what new and exciting things
are going on in the Federation.

This year we have added a light lunch on Saturday (also
in the Legion Wing, but much less formal) for those of you
who don’t want to fight the holiday weekend crowds. It will
consist of a croissant sandwich, salad, chips, drink, and desert.
There will be music available if you want an extra dose of
dancing.

Monday there will be an old fashion holiday bar-b-q on
the patio with all request dancing in the legion wing.

In addition to the actual meals there will be snacks throughout
the day and ice cream Sundays both Saturday and Sunday eve-
nings.

Lodging

The host hotel is Holiday Inn Express. Located on the west
side of Solvang, it is approximately 6 blocks from the main
dance venue and 4 blocks from Friday night’s venue. Several
months ago we reserved a block of rooms at a special rate.
Because this is a holiday weekend their regular rates have in-

creased substantially, so it is important that you reserve before
the deadline of April 22". NOTE: Since this article is coming
out in the May issue of Let’s Dance if you have missed the
deadline check with Beverly to see if she is able to extend it
for you). All reservations must go thru Beverly Barr to get the
Statewide rate (see the registration form in this issue for rates).
The rooms are available with 1 or 2 beds so can sleep up to 4
people per room. All the rooms are equipped with a small
fridge and microwave plus wi-fi, hair dryer, iron & board.
They serve a full complimentary breakfast in a spacious break-
fast room. Other lodgings in the area include many small Inns
in Solvang, as well as motels in Buellton (4mi.), Los Alamos
(17mi.), Santa Ynez (3mi.), and Lompoc. Camping is avail-
able at Flying Flags RV Park in Buellton, Gaviota State Park
(14mi), and Cachuma Lake Recreation Area.
Around the town
Come help celebrate Solvang’s 100" birthday. Founded in
1911 by Danish-Americans from Iowa it is affectionately
called “Little Denmark™. Stroll along the brick sidewalks - you
pick up a Walking Map at the hotel or the Visitor’s Center- to
visit the many museums (from Hans Christian Andersen to the
Vintage Motorcycle Museum), bakeries, restaurants, shops
and wine-tasting rooms. Or, if you want to save your feet for
dancing, you can take a horse drawn trolley ride around the
village.
The Environs
Should you feel the urge to venture out of town, you will find
that the Santa Ynez Valley is filled with unexpected treasures.
You can buy fresh emu eggs at Ostrich Land, or gamble at the
Chumash Casino, visit the Miniature Horse Ranch or Fess
Parker Winery. Tour the lavender distillery at Clairmont
Farms. If you go on line to www.SantaYnezValleyVisit.com
they will send you a free 76 page 2011 Visitor Guide full of
lots more wonderful information about places to go and things
to do in the area.

Marsha Fenner, Statewide Chair

P.S. Thank You to everyone who is working so hard to put on
this event. A special thanks to the Solvang Dancers who in-
vited me to dance with them on the square when I was in Sol-
vang. I look forward to working with them, especially on the
Friday night dance party.




A place to dance,
sing and gather:

Detski Panair/Children’s Faire | Sunday, May 1 -2pm &
A family oriented, multicultural event where kids, parents, and artists meet and
mix in a participatory event featuring dance, arts, and music. It's a fun, easy way to
warm up, and introduce young folks to the Sts. Kiril & Methody Bulgarian Festival
coming up on 28th of MAY at the Croatian American Cultural Center.

An Evening of Bosnian Sevdah & Folkdance | Friday, May 20 - 8pm

Sevdah is the traditional music genre of urban town centers of old
Bosnia and Herzegovina. This evening will feature sevdalinke by
Bosnian performers now residing in the San Francisco Bay Area.
The performers are Muhamed Kocan, Rasima Alisic Klisturic, and
Hajrudin Hajric. They will be joined by Mary Sherhart of Balkan Cabaret
from Seattle. The band will include: Dzevad Zeric - accordion, Dzenan
jacanovic - key board and arrangments, and Fahir Crnojevic - guitar.
The Bosnian dance ensemble, Kud Bosnjak, of Sacramento will perform.
There will be traditional food and dancing.

Advance tickets will be available at www.Brownpapertickets.com

Sts Kiril & Methody Bulgarian Festival | Saturday, May 28 — 3pm

The Bulgarian community gathers at the Croatian American Cultural Center to celebrate
their culture, and honor the Saints Kiril & Metody. There is Bulgarian music, dancing

and delicious samples of Bulgarian foed and wine. It is a day of appreciation for all art,
science and knowledge. There are garlands of flowers woven by children, and bread is
shared with all. Artists from neighboring cultures are invited to join. The Saints Kiril

and Metody saved the Slavic language by creating a Slavic alphabet.

Croatian American

CULTURAL CENTER
www.croatianamericanweb.org
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Eileen leading a short line at the Balkan Plus party, on Eileen’s left are
Davida Munkres, Trudy Baltz and Claire Risley. Others are doing a
different dance.—Photo by Gary Anderson

Sye on Dance by Lileen

Spring Dancing 2011

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com
After being away for much of the winter, I got a spectacular wel-
come at the Albany Y my first day back. Thunder. Lightening.
Hail. A dancer was visiting from Southern CA that night and
was pressed into teaching duty. Just as she started, the skies
opened up and we could hear the hail pelting the roof, drowning
out the music. What do mature adults do under such trying cir-
cumstances? Run to the front door, stare at the hail, discover it is
sticking and then go out to make snowballs. We eventually man-
aged to learn a few dances and have a great evening dancing.
The following week, with still more rain pour-
ing down, the Helladelics performed at Ashkenaz.
Despite the gloomy weather, there was a great turn-
out. I was pleased to see a good number of young
people attending and dancing. The Helladelics, con- 3™
sisting of Marry Farris, Tom Farris, Gari Hegedus
and Michele Simon, were advertized on the Ashke-
naz Website as creating “richness and grit, low gears
and deep grooves, capturing the rocky valleys of
Greece and the blue Mediterranean.” Works for me.
During a break in the action, the raucous band
MWE came to the center of the floor for a rocking
set — with clarinets and zurnas blazing. Everyone
was on his or her feet. The Helladelics returned with
some great music to finish off a lively night. The
evening got me in the mood for the Greek festival
season. I'm ready. g
A few days later the annual Balkan Plus party '
was held in the Masonic Lodge Hall in San Rafael. %% "
This has traditionally been a well-attended party and
this year was no exception, even though there were

several competing events around the Bay Area. My group’s
tradition is to go out to a local restaurant before the party,
since we don’t get up to Marin County very often. On Satur-
day, we had a window seat at the restaurant we chose - nice
for people watching. We had to laugh when a dour Elvis im-
personator walked by, wearing a white knit jumpsuit and a
horrible wig. I'm glad we weren’t going to his party!

On to our party. A dance program was prepared ahead of
time, but after every five or six songs, two requests were
played (that’s the plus). And the plus is a very nice addition,
so dances can be tailored to the people attending. Most of the
pre-programmed dances were popular classics and it’s always
nice to let your body sink into them. There was a very relaxed
atmosphere with people chatting and hanging around the deli-
cious snack tables. Everything just seemed to work seamlessly
— thanks to Irene Croft and Gary Anderson who ran the music.

Gary would like to thank all the folks from the old Bal-
kan Dancers of Marin (who have sadly disbanded) and the
new co-sponsors at the Advanced Balkan class who brought
snacks, worked at the registration table and helped with the set
-up/take down. And to Irene who planned the original pro-
gram. (As an aside, a lady came up to Gary and said "Finally a
chance to do the dances I know!" Apparently she has returned
to dancing and is taking classes where they don't know the old
dances.) Gary said that he gets many comments on how much
people like the party and he always responds, “It is the people
who make a party and that we get so many good friendly
dancers™. I will attest to that, and they even got one friendly
dog — until an energetic group of dancers came his way and he
(or she) started barking. There are critics everywhere!

If you like Balkan dancing, there are many groups in the
Bay Area you can dance with every week! If you are reading
this in Let’s Dance, go to the back of the magazine and find a
group in your area. The Albany Y dancers (shameless plug) in
the East Bay is just one of many groups around. I'm sure any
group will be pleased to hear from you and will be glad to tell
you all about their hours, directions to find them and other
pertinent details.

Happy dancing.

A few of the dancers at the Balkan Plus Party
—Photo by Gary Anderson
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Mendocino Folklore Camp

International Dance & Music Workshops

?—:! gj Download Registration Forms At:

www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com J UIY 2-]J UIY Q, 2011

| BEGINNERS WELCOME! TEACHER LINE UP FAMILIES WELCOME!

NO previous experience - Special Kid Friendly Classes,
necessary. Daily Multi-Track Workshop Classes Crafts & Nature Outings

DANCE
ANA MARIA ALVAREZ & CESAR GARFIAZ - cuban (Salsa Rueda)
CRISTIAN FLORESCU & SONIA DION - Romanian
YULIYAN YORDANOV - Buigarian

Beainning Dance Workshop Classes
Balkan, Folk Dance Technique | (Line), FD Tech Il (Couples), FD Tech Il (Sets & Squares)

Advanced Dance Workshop Classes
Bulgarian, Romanian, Rumba, Polynesian Island Dances
Experiential Dance Classes: (a little taste of something different
(French Canadian / Japanese / Middle Eastern / The Philippines / Urban Hip Hop)
with guest teachers;

Becky Ashenden, Billy Burke, Lynnanne Hanson-Miller & Craig Kurumada

INSTRUMENTAL

BILL COPE - Macedonian Tambura, MARK FORRY — Tamburitza Orchestra,
ERIK HOFFMAN - American Contra Band, MICHELE SIMON - Tupan,

'sMALLER cLASS SIZES| MIAMON MILLER - Romanian Ensemble
! = more one-oh-one

i instruction © SJQGI l'iG
SUZANNAH PARK - Appalachian/ Shape Note/ Gospel Harmony
MICHELE SIMON - Balkan / Vocal Technique

With special gusst teacher — E\(a Salina Primack

” _ Nightly Dance Parties Themed Happy Hour Celebrations:
? LIVE MUSIC! Bulgarian
- MEC CAMP BAND - Cnban
Becky Ashenden and Miamon Miller (co-irectors) Murdgr MOSEOFmOSLi;?I Lingcopt-Hall
Paul Brown, Bill Cope & Chuck Corman “Folklore Home Companion”
With guest musicians; (4 of July All American Radio Show)
Mark Forry, Erik Hoffman, Michele Simon & Friends ' more info coming soon en our web site...
R S : e s
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