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KOLO FESTIVAL 2010, What a crowd!—Photo by Joe Croco  see Eileen Kopec’s article on pages 12 & 13
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Watch the leader!
Bill Croft leading
Sitna Zborinka at
the Menlo Park
Folk Dancer’s
New Year’s Eve
party —Photo by
Gary Anderson
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President’s Message

By Loui Tucker, President, Loni@]louitucker.com

The President’s Ball held on December 11 was very successful
on many levels. Everyone who attended and filled out a sur-
vey gave the event high marks, except for a few negative com-
ments about the condition of the floor (slippery in spots, sticky
in others, and very little we could do about either one). The
teachers were well-prepared (even the last-minute subs), the
dances were well-received, the decorations were lovely, the
hall was spacious, the dinner was delicious, and the energy
was high.

The only dark cloud was the fact that the Federation lost
some money on it. That fact in and of itself is not a cause for
alarm. The Folk Dance Federation is a non-profit organization
and we’re not required to show a profit on events. It’s always
nice to come out in the black, but it’s not a major problem if
we don’t.

That said, I think we learned a few things:

1. A hall that large is expensive. We had, of course,
hoped to pack the dance hall with many more dancers. A hall
that large is expensive and we priced the event based on a
hoped-for number of attendees. Despite as central a location as
we could find (would a hall in Walnut Creek have attracted a
few more dancers from the Sacramento area?), the event drew
fewer than 90 dancers. Was it illness (two refunds were issued
to people who were too ill to attend) or conflicting holiday
events (we knew of six people who had to be at other parties)?
Did the threat of bad weather keep people home from the eve-
ning dance party? Which brings us to the subject of pricing.

2. Pricing is dicev. I received comments from people
living in the South Bay that were something like: “Wow! $45
for the whole day and that includes dinner! And only an hour
away? What a bargain!” Outside the Bay area, it was more
like, “$45? Are you kidding me? And I have to drive an hour
on top of that!? I can’t afford it!” I’'m not sure we can do much
about the difference in the economy between the core and the
edges of our region, but it’s something to consider when pric-
ing future events. The question to be pondered is: If we had
lowered the entrance fee ($10?), would enough more people
have come (45?) to compensate for the lower price?

3. Print advertising (other than Let’s Dance!) was not
a good use of funds. We spent extra to get color copies of the
flyer printed and then spent more to mail 12-15 copies of the
flyer to the teachers who were teaching at the President’s Ball
as well as the clubs that are members of the Federation. We
also mailed individual fliers to about 70 Federations members
for whom we did not have an email address. Judging from the
responses on the surveys, almost everyone heard about the
President’s Ball from advertising in Let’s Dance! and via
email announcements. We considered having the flyers avail-
able on the Federation website, or attaching a PDF copy to an
email, so that anyone could download and print the flyer for
their class or club, but in the end it was decided that too many
would not make the effort and too many more (primarily non-
Federation members) would not get the information about the
event. Hindsight being what it is, the money spent printing
flyers was wasted.

4. The teachers didn’t have coattails. It is said that a
strong candidate at the top of a ballot ‘has coattails” and the
longer those coattails are, the greater the likelihood that voters

will pull the lever for candidates in the same party further
down the ballot. One of the reasons the teachers at the Presi-
dent’s Ball were chosen from the major regions in Northern
California was it was hoped they would ‘have coattails’ that
would encourage the dancers in their communities to support
them by attending the President’s Ball. It is clear that did not
happen. The majority of those attending came from San Fran-
cisco and the East Bay, and drove less than 45 minutes to the
dance hall. On the flip side, two people drove up from South-
ern California and one drove down from Oregon!

5. The dinner was an unnecessary expense. There is
no doubt the dinner was delicious. A few people noted that it
was “amazing you could offer that kind of meal for only $15
per person.” The truth is we didn’t charge the diners what it
cost to cater the meal. We feared if we charged the actual cost,
too many would opt to drive to the local Sizzler and we would
have had very few at the on-site dinner. The plan was that a
packed dance hall at the evening party would help cover the
cost of the catered dinner. That did not happen. In the future
we will have to either charge enough for a high-end on-site
dinner to cover the cost, come up with a low-cost option
(Costco lasagna and salad?), or send everyone out on their
own.

6. Federation members support Federation events.
This is actually a good thing. Upwards of 95% of the people
attending the President’s Ball were Federation members,
which also accounts for surveys indicating they knew about
the event through advertisements in Let’s Dance! magazine.
The part of this equation that is bothersome is that the Federa-
tion does not seem to attract non-Federation members. This
puzzles me. Is it made clear enough that everyone is welcome
to attend — Federation members and non-members alike? Do
non-Federation members have a preconceived notion of what
a Federation event will be like? Is it the fact that the Federa-
tion is putting on an event what causes non-members to reject
it? Are Federation members the true ‘dance-aholics’ who are
passionate enough about folk dance to belong to the Folk
Dance Federation and to participate in anything it organizes?
And, obviously: What can we do in the future to attract non-
members to Federation events?

The bottom line? I’'m glad I hosted the President’s Ball. 1
would like to see it happen again in the future, but it is clear
that some changes will need to be made.

The Santa Clara Valley Folk Dancers, which provided
over five decades of service to the South Bay interna-
tional dance community, recently disbanded. Upon do-
ing so, the remaining members forwarded the balance
in their treasury to the Folk Dance Federation - a total
of $896.65 (!) - to be added to the Federation Scholar-
ship Fund. Thank you!

From the Editor: Please check your club’s listing in the
“Where to dance” pages and let us know of any changes.
Email changes to: Editor@letsdancemag.net or wild-
wood_press@comcast.net

Changes can also be made by mail by sending to Editor,
PO Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973

And remember—every group can make contributions to
the Council and Club Clips page. What is your group doing?
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February, 2011 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

February 4-6 41st Annual Laguna Beach Folkdance Festival at Ensign Middle School, Newport Beach.

February 13

Mark your calendars, add up your frequent flyer miles and make your reservations now.

Registration forms and nearby hotels will be posted on website http:/www.lagunafolkdancers.org/
Master teachers for the festival are: Miroslav “Bata” Marcetic, Serbian; and Cristian Florescu and
Sonia Dion, Romanian. Festivities feature a Dance party with recorded & live music, food &
Dancing Friday 7:00 p.m. Saturday morning & afternoon Workshop sessions, Sunday morning
Workshop review session, Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon Concert and dance parties.

(949) 646-7082, info@LagunaFolkDancers.org John Wayne Orange County Airport is 6 miles from
festival location. Flights are listed at www.ocair.com

Chinese New Year Festival (East-West Folk-Dance Workshop) sponsored by the Cerritos Folk
Dancers (CFD). The workshop features master teachers Yang Chang Shong, Cristian Florescu and
Sonia Dion. Yang Chang Shong is the choreographer of numerous dances including the popular
Taiwanese dance Gau Shan Ching. Cristian and Sonia, the famous teacher couple, are going to teach
Romania dances. The event serves as a forum for eastern and western dancers to share folk dances
together. The festival is to be held at Palms Park Community Center, 12305 207" Street, Lakewood,
CA 90715, from 1:00 to 5:45 p.m. on Sunday, February 13, 2011. Participants are expected to make a
donation of $5 per person. Finger foods or other treats to share with others are encouraged but not
required. For details, contact Sue Chen at (562) 338-2298 or write CerritosFolkDancers(@gmail.com.
See ad in this issue of Let s Dance!

February 18-21 Florida Presidents’ Folk Dance Weekend, Holiday Inn, Orlando FL. Teachers: Moisidis

February 26

March 4-6,
the

March 26

April 16

July 2-9

Kyriakos — Greek; Rico Balazs — Hungarian; $250 for hotel, food and dancing (dbl)
Info at: www.folkdance.org

*63rd Annual Festival of the Oaks—9:30 am to noon, French and Balkan dances will be taught by
Marilyn Smith, the very popular teacher at the Santa Rosa Junior College and director of the noted
Razzmatazz Weekends at Mendocino Woodlands. A hot lunch will be provided at noon. A Folk
Dance Federation of California meeting will also be held at noon. Dancing from 1:30-5:00 pm,

with an exhibition at 3:00 pm. Used folk dance costumes for sale during the dance. (See more
information in the ad in this issue on page 8)

*Camellia International Dance Festival: Friday, Workshop: Irina and George Arabadji Dances of
Ukraine and beyond 7:00 -8:00 PM Opening Party: Short Opening Program Followed by Request
dancing 8:00-11:00 PM. Saturday Workshops 1:00-5:00 PM: Lee Otterholt - Balkan, Marida Martin -
Scandinavian. Saturday Evening Party 7:00-11:00 PM. Sunday Concert 1:00 - 3:30 PM, easy dancing
3:30 - 5:00 PM. See Council Clips, flier in this issue or webpage for details: folkdancesac.org.

Save the date! The Balkan Plus Party is coming. This very popular annual event has reserved the
wonderful Masonic Hall, 1010 Lootens in San Rafael. We start before 8:00 pm and dance until after
11:00 pm. We will have an excellent dance program and request slots for popular folk dances. You are
invited to bring finger snacks to share. The cost is $8.00. Come early and dine and then dance in San
Rafael. Make plans to come. An ad and program will be in the February issue of Let’s Dance.

Save the date for the annual Petaluma Folk Dance Party featuring live music by Verna Druzhina at
Herman Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma, 8-11 p.m. Carol Friedman 415-663-9512
cjay@horizoncable.com

Mendocino Folklore Camp International Dance and Music Workshops. Registration now open:
www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com
*Federation sponsored events.

Regular party and class listings are in the “Where to dance” pages in
the back of the magazine



Photo by Mindy Pines

The Advanced Balkan Dancers join
The Balkan Dancers of Marin
To invite you to a

Balkan Folk Dance Party
Saturday, March 26, 2011

Balkan dancing program
plus

you can request your favorite international folk dances!

(Bring your own tapes or CDs or choose from our selection of Balkan Plus dances!)

Come and join in the fun

Begin around 7:30-11:00+ pm ~ Donation $8.00
Plentiful parRing, an excellent wood floor, drinks & finger food!

Masonic Lodge Hall
1010 Lootens, San Rafael

(between Fourth and Fifth)
For more information please call: Irene Croft 415-456-0786 or
email Gary Anderson: editor@letsdancemag.net
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The Advanced Balkan Dancers at Ashkenaz and the Balkan Dancers of Marin
Program for the 2011 Balkan Plus FolkR Dance Party

Directions:

From North of San Rafael:
Take 101 Highway to CENTRAL
SAN RAFAEL exit (Hetherton),
turn right on Fifth Avenue, at
Lootens turn right into city parking
lot. If the lot is full, go down
Lootens Street to the city lots at
Third and Lootens. The double
deck lot on the right has entries on
Lootens and on Third Street.
Street parking is okay after 6:00
pm. Masonic Hall is on Lootens
between Fourth and Fifth.
Additional parking: There is a
multilevel parking garage with
access from A St. between Third
and Fourth.
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From South of San Rafael:
Take Highways 580 or 101 to
CENTRAL SAN RAFAEL exit
(Irwin Street). Turn left on Third
Street. Turn into the parking lot just
past the Walgreen’s Drugstore. If it
is full, use the large double deck lot
at Third and Lootens.

Entries on Lootens and on Third
Street. Street parking is okay after
6:00 pm. Masonic Hall is on
Lootens between Fourth and Fifth.
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TENTATIVE DANCE PROGRAM—2011

Setjna (Serbia)
Seljandica (Serbia)
Dospatsko (Bulgaria)

Jove Male Mome (Bulgaria)

Syrto (Greece)
Ciuleandra (Romania)
Request

Request

Horehronsky Czardas (Slo.)

Cetvorno (Bulgaria)

La Bastringue (couples)

Ravno (Macedonia)

DobrudZzanska Reka
(Bulgaria)

Request

Request

Gjusevska Racenica
(Bulgaria)

Never On Sunday (USA)

Vulpita (Romania)

Hasapiko (Greece)

U Sest (Serbia)

Request

Request

Sestorka (Serbia)

Karamfil (Bulgaria)

Swedish-Finn Mixer
(couples)

Floricica Olteneasca (Rom.)

Sitna Zborenka (Bulgaria)
Request
Request

4

-

Intermission

Orijent (Serbia)

Ovcepolsko (Macedonia)

Jacob’s Ladder (Israel)

Doudlebska Polka
(Mixer, couples)

Tino Mori (Macedonia)

Request

Request

Mindrele (Romania)

Kjustendilska Racenica
(Bulgaria)

Gerakina (Greece)

Cekurjankino (Bulgaria)

Joc Batranesc din
Niculitel (Romania)

Request

Request

Hambo (Sweden)

Erev Ba (Israel)
Sopsko Horo (Bulgaria)
Tsamiko (Greece)
Vlasko (Bulgaria)
Request

Request

Cetvorka (Macedonia)

Joc in Patru . . . (Rom.)

Bavno (Macedonia)

Arap/Zajke Korkorajke
(Bulgaria)

lvanice (Macedonia)

Waltz



Council & Club Clips

The Balkan Dancers of Marin will be joined by the Ad-
vanced Balkan Dancers in putting on the very popular An-
nual Balkan Plus Party at the Masonic Hall in San Rafael this
year. The party will continue the programs that have been so
well received in past years. There will continue to be slots for
requests and there will be free refreshments. The Masonic Hall
has an excellent wood floor and reasonable acoustics. The
event will be on the last Saturday in March, the 26th, from
7:30 to 11:00+ pm. Because of rent increases we have had to
increase the admission cost to $8.00. San Rafael has many
excellent restaurants on Fourth street and nearby side streets,
most within easy walking distance of the hall. Come early and
dine and dance in San Rafael! See the ad for a site map and
dance program. Street parking is okay after 6:00 pm. Several
parking structures are close by.

The Palomanians have been displaced by the construction
work at the Menlo Park Rec Center. We have found a new
location for the duration of construction. Since we don't know
how long we will be at the temporary location, it might be best
if people contact me for location. Palomanians (IFD) - Menlo
Park/Atherton area. Tuesdays 8 - 10 pm. $6 drop-in fee. Con-
tact Al Lisin for location and directions: palisin@comcast.net
or (408) 252-8106.

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
It was a festive season in Sacramento with many parties and
special events. One of these events was the annual New Years
Eve Party hosted by the El Dorado Dancers. This year the
dancers were especially happy to see Al Wolterbeek there with
a brand new knee. Welcome back, Al, and best wishes for a
speedy recovery!

Now we are all focusing our annual Camellia Festival,
Friday March 4 to Sunday March 6. Workshops on Saturday
will be taught by Lee Otterholt doing Balkan and Marida Mar-
tin doing Scandinavian. And we are happy to announce a free
Ukrainian workshop taught by George & Irina Arabadji on
Friday at 7:00 P.M. right before the Friday evening party at
8:00 PM. The package for all Friday and Saturday events is
$25.00.

The Sunday Concert is $10 and starts at 1:00 pm. The
feature group in the program this year will be Kalyna, the
Ukrainian group led by the Arabadji's They are a very exciting
and heartwarming group. You can see them performing on
youtube. Just look for Kalyna. They are a teen-age group who
started when they were young children. They celebrated their
10th anniversary last year with a celebratory concert. Their
directors, George and Irini Arabadji, were lead dancers in the
Moldovan Dance Ensemble in Moldava. When they immi-
grated to the US they wanted to share their love of dance to a
new generation, They have formed a wonderful organization
of parents and kids who have learned a lot and shared great
joy and hardship in the process. Seeing the beauty and excite-
ment of a performance by these kids is the heart and soul of
the Camellia Festival. There will be about 12 performing
groups ranging from youth to seniors, from Chinese to Ameri-
can Vintage ballroom, and the show just gets better every
year.

All events will be in the CSUS Student Union Building,
as usual. Parking is close and everything is in the Student Un-
ion Building. For all the details about this and all other Sacra-
mento events, check out the flier in this issue and go to our
website: folkdancesac.org Also for more details and chatter,
check out our blog page at folkdancesacramento.blogspot.com
Thanks to Roy Butler, who keeps us connected and has a won-
derful collection of videos and photos to enjoy along with all
the info. —Barbara Malakoff

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS. If you haven’t done so,
mark your calendar for Saturday, the 26™, for the annual Fes-
tival of the QOaks. This is co-sponsored by the Folk Dance
Federation of California so there will be an Institute from 9:30
am to noon. Marilyn Smith will be teaching French and Bal-
kan dances. The Festival will be held in Live Oak Park Social
Hall in Berkeley at Shattuck and Berryman.

Afternoon program is a double header. Both Interna-
tional folk dancing and a used costume sale will be held from
1:30 to 5 pm. In between a hot lunch will be served for a mod-
est fee but, if you attend the Federation’s Members Meeting,
the lunch is free. Live Oak Park is in the middle of Berkeley’s
Gourmet Ghetto so there are plenty of other places to eat. So
come and make a day of fun, food and dancing. More details
are in the flyer on the next page. —Naomi Lidicker

Santa Rosa Balkan Dance Class

The Santa Rosa Balkan Folk Dance class taught by Marilyn
Smith starts Feb. 1 and runs 16 weeks. The class meets Tues-
day nights from 7 pm-9 pm in 905 Tauzer Gym on the Santa
Rosa Jr. College campus. Cost for the course is $49. This is a
class for Intermediate level dancers. Registration can be done
on-line or by phone through the Community Education office
at Santa Rosa Jr. College. Go to: www.santarosa.edu Click on
"Instruction” on the menu, then arrow down to Community
Education. Then click on "Browse by Category" and you'll
find "Dance" and then "Balkan Folk Dance". If you have any
questions, contact Marilyn Smith at:

1 . re |
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63" Annual
Festival of the Oaks

Saturday, February 26, 2011
Live Oak Park Community Center
1301 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley, CA

REGISTRATION....cccitrettrrarssesreassresrrsossssenssansensansenssasasnnons 9:00 AM
INSTITUTE cccserssssusssasossonssnsassssissnsssssosnsassaresasssssanesessarons 9:30 AM - NOON $7.00 donation
French and Balkan dances taught by MARILYN SMITH for the institute.

Marilyn has been a very popular folk dance teacher at the Santa Rosa Junior College for the past 40 years. She
has taught many institutes and workshops throughout the US and Canada. She is the organizer of the popular
Razzmatazz folk dance weekend in Mendocino.

HOT LUNCH  oiosrssrmmmsnsmsmsisnnssssssstnassts b ssss s sisssadaiissnats NOON-1:30PM $5.00
MEMBERSHIP MEETING ...vcrsisssvsmmsrsssasonssnusnanasnsnannunsnssas NOON -1:00 PM No Charge

Folk Dance Federation of California; attendees will receive a free lunch at 1:00 PM.

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING in Main Hall ............ccc 1:30 PM — 5:00 PM $7.00 donation.
Dances from Macedonia, Croatia, Hungary, Armenia and other far away places.

NO PARTNER NEEDED

USED FOLK DANCE COSTUMES FOR SALE 1:30 - 5:00 PM
Bring items to donate. Consignment sales accepted.

EXHIBITION DANCE PERFORMANCE at 3:00 PM
Suggested donation for full day is $12.00

Free refreshments will be served 1:30 - 5:00 PM
DANCE SHOES RECOMMENDED (tape will be available for soles)

DIRECTIONS TO LIVE OAK PARK BY PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION:

Take the Richmond BART train and exit at the BERKELEY station (not NORTH BERKELEY). You can
then walk north to 1301 Shattuck Avenue. Otherwise, on Shattuck Avenue near the BART station, you can
catch (in front of “Games of Berkeley” store across Shattuck St) either a 7, 9 or 18 bus heading north ; get off
at Berryman and walk east (up a slight incline) one block to Shattuck Avenue.

DIRECTIONS TO LIVE OAK PARK BY CAR:

Coming from San Francisco or from points north on Highway 80, take the University Avenue exit in
Berkeley; drive east to the end of the street (the street ends at the UC campus); turn left, proceeding north; at
the 5™ stop light, turn left; travel two blocks; turn right onto Shattuck Avenue and park. Live Oak Park is in
the middle of this block.

Coming from anywhere south of Oakland, take Highway 880 North to the Highway 24 exit (to Walnut
Creek and Berkeley), take the Berkeley exit (Martin Luther King Jr. Way) and follow signs to Martin Luther
King Jr. Way; proceed north for 3 % miles to Rose Street and turn right; pass one stop light, short distance to

stop sign (Shattuck Ave), go one more block to Walnut St turn left Live Oak Park is in middle of block park.
SPONSORED BY:
Folk Dance Federation of Califormia, Inc. &
Berkeley Folk Dancers

For more information, call Mel Mann (510) 527-2177, meldancing@aol.com
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Double your pleasure,
double your fun!

Two Locations to celebrate the 12th Annual San Francisco Tam Fest

NN N N O .. 1
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| Cupon valid for the Sunday event only |

; atthe Croatian American Cultural Center :

l CHLTURAL CENTER l

koo on o oo oo oo oo ol

IONS: Feb 19 - Welcome Dance Feb 20 - Concert, Dancing, Sing-a-Long

THE LOCATIONS Ashkenaz, 1317 San Pablo, Berkeley Croatian American Cultural Center, 60 Onondaga Ave.
8PM: Dance Lesson 1PM - 8PM: Sarena, St Anthony's Tamburica Orchestra,

9PM: Sarena Sidro, Novi Stari Tamburasi, Slavonian Traveling Band

upcoming events |

K]apa Subrenum - Zupa Dubrovatka | 8PM February 11, 2011

Klapa Subrenum from Dubrovnik will perform an evening of Klapa songs. Klapa

is the beautiful and complex form of traditional group singing immensely popular
in the Dalmatian region of Croatia. Based in Dubrovnik, they perform regionally

in Blato, Kor€ula, Tucepi, Cavtat, Katela, and Split. They also tour Croatia and
Europe and have won prizes at festivals. The group accompanies itself on the
Mandolin, Mandola, Mandoloncello as is characteristic of the Dubrovnik region.

(h;ldren
Children'’s Celebration of Ethnic Dance | March 6, 2011 \ehn';f% of
Come celebrate with us! For the second year five children’s dance ensembles, whose Al ﬁh(‘;
communities have danced in festivals and music events at the Croatian American Cultural Center, &

join together to present their children dancing for the community. This year there will be new
choreographies especially created for the occasion!

CREA]

Croatian American

CULTURAL CENTER
croatianamericanweb.org
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THE PRESIDENT’S BALL
A NEW TRADITION FOR
THE FEDERATION*

By Bill Lidicker

On Saturday afternoon, December 11, a good crowd of about
80 dancers gathered at the Albany Veterans Memorial Hall for
this long-anticipated event. It was Federation President Loui
Tucker’s idea to try to establish a new festival, centrally lo-
cated in the East Bay, with an institute, dinner, and all-request
evening party. By all measures, it was a great success, and
hopefully will be continued in the future. Another novel idea
of Loui’s was to give away t-shirts specially adorned with the
phrase “VARSITY FOLK DANCE, QQS, Folk Dance Federa-
tion of California. These were given to the first Federation
members who arrived and claimed one. Almost 50 were
snapped up, the only wrinkle in the plan being that there were
not enough XL dancers to fill all the available shirts of that
size.

The institute (2:30 — 5:35) featured 4 single teachers and
one couple, each teaching a favorite dance. The teachers were
selected to represent various parts of the Federation’s heart-
land. Teeann Duncan and Gene Vaughn represented the Sierra
foothills (taught Viper Tango), Barbara Bevan the Sacramento
area (taught Circle Reinlender), Davida Munkres the East Bay
(taught Cerkezkata), Marilyn Smith, the north Bay (taught
Papatya), and Alan Rothchild, the south Bay (taught Siriysko

Horo). The five dances taught were reviewed at the end of the
institute, and then danced again in the evening.

The gourmet dinner was catered and excellent in all re-
spects. It was available to the first 60 dancers to sign up in
advance. Space did not allow for more; those left out foraged
locally. A list of possible restaurants on Solano and San Pablo
avenues was available for those needing guidance. A hired
band played music during the dinner, some of which was
danceable, and none was obtrusive to conversation.

The evening party was all request, but run as it should
be. That is, the dance names were displayed on a large screen
(with appropriate background pictures an added bonus), and
the program as it developed was shown along side. For couple
and set dances, there was time to find a partner and to get sets
organized before the music was started. Many of the dances
were also announced on a mike. This attention to dancers’
needs made for many happy faces. The organizers are to be
congratulated for an excellent event. Let’s hope this will set a
high standard for future parties like this.

This event resurrects the popular President’s/Treasurer’s
balls put on by the Federation for many years, the last one
being a Treasurer’s Ball on Dec. 1, 2002. Page Masson organ-
ized all of the long series of Treasurer’s Balls.

*This is an edited version of an article appearing in the Berke-
ley Folk Dancers’ eBulletin No. 11-01; p. 7-8 (Jan. 2011).

EmAr LA £ L
Cerritos Folk Dancers

Chinese New Year Festival
(East-West Folk-Dance Workshop)

Presenting Master Teachers

Yang Chang Shong (# 5 #)
Cristian Florescu & Sonia Dion

Sunday, February 13, 2011
1:00 - 5:45 P.M.
Palms Park Community Center

12305 207" St., Lakewood, CA 90715

Donation: $5 per person

Finger foods to share are welcome, but not necessary

Info : 562-338-2298 Sue Chen

Email: CerritosFolkDancers@gmail.com

Sponsored by Cerritos Folk Dancers, Member of the Folk Dance Federation of California, South, Inc.
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The Sacramento International Folk Dance & Arts Council
The Folk Dance Federation of California
& California State University Sacramento

Present the 55th ANNUAL

RNATIONAL DANCE FESTIVAL

Sacramento, California
113 MARCH 4 - 6, 2011 33

All events will take place at California State University Sacramento,
6000 ] Street, Sacramento, CA 95819 in the beautiful Student Union Ballroom

I FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 2011 }

7:00 - 8:00 PM Russian/Ukrainian workshop with the Arabadjis
8:00 - 11:00 PM Opening Party $7.00 for both

I SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2011 b 4
1:00 - 5:00 PM - Two Institutes  $7.00 each

LEE OTTERHOLT - Balkan Dances
MARIDA MARTIN - Scandinavian Dances

7:00 - 11:00 PM Evening Party  $7.00
3 SPECIAL PRICE - $25.00 for all Friday & Saturday events 3

I SUNDAY, MARCH 6, 2011 }

1:00 -~ 3:30 PM International Dance Concert - $10.00
followed by casy general dancing for everyone until 5:00 PM
Tickels available at the CSUS Box Office located outside the east entrance to the Student Union
Box Office opens at 11:00 AM

For more information and videos of past Camellia Festivals: www.folkdancesac.org
Phone: (916) 921-0955 or (916) 923-1555

All events are FREE for CSUS students with ID & those under 18 years of age

SEIFTEIFIFIFTEIFIFIFIFILITILLS
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Sye on Dance by Cileen

Kolo Festival 2010

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com

The 59 annual Kolo Festival was held in November, as usual,
on the Friday and Saturday after Thanksgiving. It continues to
be one of the premiere Bay Area dance events. I think Asha
and Cindy would have been proud of the two perfect days
celebrating dance and music. Kolo was again held at the Croa-
tian American Cultural Center in San Francisco. I'm starting
to like it there. As I drove around looking for a spot, I finally
thought to Google parking restrictions and discovered that all
parking regulations are suspended the day after Thanksgiving.
Duh. So parking was not a problem. And I even discovered a
new restaurant only a block away.

Ahmet Luleci started off Friday morning bright and early
at 9:20 AM with Turkish dances. He has taught at Kolo Festi-
val several times and was one of the teachers at Stockton
Camp this past summer. As always, he brought energy and
laughter to his classes, which helped us forget any post-turkey
blahs. He taught several dances from Stockton camp, and I
was happy to see more people learn them, because I love
them. I'm not sure if was me or Ahmet, but I thought he went
into more detail than at Stockton — or maybe since I already
knew them, I was ready to hear the finer details of the dances.
It was wonderful to fine-tune Ordu, Cilveloy, Hozanki, and
Rapatma. Ahmet explained that the name Rapatma was taken
from rap music and that atma also means rap, proving that
there was rap in the Black Sea centuries ago! Nothing is new!
In later sessions Ahmet brought back the lively favorite Gul-
beyaz, and also Agir Halay — oh so haunting, and on Saturday
taught Felek and Saskin. We must have Ahmet back in the
Bay Area soon! I never tire of his dances — which we dance
regularly at the Albany Y (shameless plug).

The second teacher was Yuliyan Yordanov, who I hadn’t
had the pleasure of meeting before. Yuliyan grew up in
Doyrentsi, a village in the Lovech region of North Central
Bulgaria, and learned dancing and singing at a young age. A
graduate of the acclaimed Academy of Music and Dance Art
in Plovdiv, he worked professionally in Lovech as a dance
director, choreographer, and Bulgarian folk dance instructor
beginning in 1992. Since moving to the U.S. in 2001, Yuliyan
has led Balkan Dance workshops all over the country. In Mil-
waukee Wisconsin he was choreographer and artistic director
for the "Na Lesa" Bulgarian folk dance ensemble from 2004-
2010. He’s also a musician, performing (tupan, tambura, vo-
cals) with “Malo Selo” folk ensemble in Madison (2004-
2007), and from 2007 to 2010 he was the vocalist and tupan
player for the Balkan folk music ensemble “Veseliyka. Now
based in Brooklyn, NY (my hometown) Yuliyan teaches at
workshops, camps, and festivals throughout the United States.
He will be at the, 2011 Mendocino Folklore Camp July 2 - 9
and at the 2011 New Mexico August Folk Dance Camp Au-
gust4 -7,

Some of the dances he taught at Kolo include Boaliysko
and Gradishtensko Horo (again come to the Albany Y to
dance them), and Ginka, Barati, Maleshevsko, Snoshti Vecha-
rade and some new variations to Ravno Oro. Yuliyan is a

o, = ~ bl
Love those Croatian dances!—Phote by Joe Croco

beautiful fluid dancer. Even Ahmet complimented Yuliyan’s
dancing abilities during one of his (Ahmet’s) classes. Yuliyan
also joined the dancing on both evenings when the live music
came on. It was great to see him stay late and dance with such
pleasure and abandon. The teaching sessions are great, but
when you have the opportunity to watch a great dancer in ac-
tion, you learn so much about styling, movement and what
happens out there in the “real” world.

Also teaching was John Filcich — does he ever age? Sing-
ing classes were held with Eva Salina Primack and Radka
(Fri) & Tanya (Sat) Varimezovi. Having no singing voice, I
did not take any of the singing classes, but heard wonderful
things about them from the people who did. And giving us
energy to continue dancing and singing was Ani Toroyan, who
with great culinary skills, served delicious lunches and din-
ners.

Culture corners were held both days after lunch. On Fri-
day Jerry Duke showed delightful videos of spring rituals and
sword dances from various cultures, including Germany, Great
Britain, Romania, and even from the Yaqui Indians, who
learned an ancient ritual from a Croatian priest. It was fasci-
nating to see the many similarities between cultures, mostly
intent on warding off evil to insure good crops for the coming
season.

Ahmet gave a very interesting talk on Saturday afternoon
addressing the perennial can of worms — What makes a dance
“authentic”? I wish you all could have heard the whole talk,
which really deserves a separate article. He started out by say-
ing that Turkey does not have “recreational” dancing the way
we do here. Dance means a celebration, which is just part of
life. And over the centuries dances and music from all areas of
the Balkans influenced each other. He told us about his re-
search in four different areas in Turkey, including an amusing
story of how he had to go incognito to some areas so that local
people wouldn’t end up changing their normal dancing to
show off to him. Then he would pick people whose styles he
liked and would take those dances back with him to learn and
teach, and yes, turn into choreographies. Another person in
that village might have done the dance slightly differently.
Would either of them be “wrong”? No. Ahmet was basically
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saying that things change and evolve and there is no wrong, so
accept it. And he has no problem with someone who knows
the steps and style of the region, and then choreographs or
“arranges” a dance to fit to a certain piece of music. In our
recreational folk dance groups, we mostly dance to recorded
music, and we seem to like having the dances fit the music. It
makes the dances more accessible to a wider range of people.
To suck them into, er, to introduce them to the crazy world of
ethnic dances we all love. The ultimate message is — relax and
enjoy yourself!

However, for me, live music is becoming more and more
enjoyable as I become familiar with improvising steps and I
love the uncertainty and challenge of fitting them into the ex-
citement of live music, It seems there are many other people
who love that too, as seen by the lively crowds filling the
Croatian Center Friday and especially Saturday night. The
bands get better every year. And the intimate nature of the
Kafana also beckoned many dancers. I hate, and also love, the
agony of missing something in the “other room”. It means that
many great things are going on! Knowing my love of Greek
dancing, you won’t be surprised that I enjoyed dancing to the
Helledelics and Agapi Mou. Other wonderful bands were Trio
Zulum, the Varimezovi Family with special guest Dan Auvil,
Da! Mozhem, Jela (pronounced yeld), the Sing-a-long & Tam-
burica TamJam, Verna Druzhina, and various configurations
of the Kolo Mega Band. The highlight for me was the last
band on Saturday, Black Sea Surf, who I wrote about last year
after they performed at Ashkenaz. They rock! Their lead
singer gave me chills, and they knew many of Ahmet’s
dances, which we proceeded to do with Ahmet leading - still
full of his ever-present energy even at that late hour. A very
special end to the perfect two days.

All of which would not be possible without tireless or-
ganizers and volunteers. A huge thanks goes to Chairman
Jerry Duke! Thank you Jerry!! And Jerry wants to thank the
people who so ably helped him, most notably Bill Cope, who
arranged all of the bands, housed some musicians, brought
tons of equipment, and did amazing things to keep the costs
down ... and whom he says is a pleasure to work with. Jerry
and Bill worked closely together to organize the connection of
teachers and the bands so they could play some of the music
used in classes. Marion Earl did a fantastic job
with the pre-registration and getting the door set
up. Rita Morgin did a fine job managing the door
with her assistant, Lynn Curry. Jan Market-Rains
was great at organizing the food and volunteers.
Miriam Berg was the treasurer and was great at
managing the budget and writing the checks.

Gary Anderson and Paul Bourbin ran the
sound for the classes and Jerry also kept every-
thing rolling and was in charge of the dance teach-
ers. I hope no one was left out that deserves
thanks. Wait — all you people that came and
danced and had a great time and who make Kolo
what it is — thank you! For those who couldn’t
make it this year — see you at Kolo’s big 60"
Birthday next year.

Here is a little video I made from clips of the
Kolo Festival on the Friday night: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=>5t30sJAQeLc

Happy New Year all! Martin Frost leading and everyone is in step! To the left of
Martin are Bill Croft, Carol Toffaleti, Dan Unger, Karen Prak,
Lucy Chang and Richard Graham. Davida Munkres is in the background.

e
SHOULDER HOLDS: Karen Prak, Davida Munkres and
Richard Graham—~Photo by Gary Anderson

New Year’s Eve in Menlo Park
Fun, fun, fun, dance, dance,
dance with Marcel Vinokur

The great dancing with the Menlo Park Folk Dancers on New
Year’s Eve attracts dancers from far away—Bill Croft and
Carol Toffaleti came from Albuquerque, New Mexico. Others
from closer to hand but still a good drive: San Rafael, Ala-
meda, Santa Cruz, El Sobrante, etc,

Contributing to the great dancing are the experienced
dancers that the event attracts. Marcel has a large play list and
keeps up with what the local groups are doing, so we can see
dances we don’t normally do. But, of course, with dancing in
two halls, it is easy to find dances we can do. It is also easy to
find dances we would love to learn! One of the halls is for
beginner/intermediates and the other is for intermediate/
advanced dancers. These are friendly people, welcoming, fun
to dance with and tolerant of those who are still learning
dances.

Of particular note are the snacks that the group puts out.
Lots of very tasty finger food and, of course, Kathy’s famous
punch!

—Photo by Gary Anderson
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