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Gung hey fat choy!

The Cerritos Folk Dancers hosted
the Chinese New Year Festival—
Wen Chiang played the lion head
while Sue Chen played the lion tail.
—Photo by Dr. Tad Fujioka

Laguna Beach
Folkdance Festival

This is not a good photo but the
subject is important—Loui
Tucker is leading a large group
of young dancers! =~

Wonderful to see! 4
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President’s Message
By Loui Tucker, President, Loui a louitucker.com
WARNING: Reading this may make you hungry!

The vital question is: Are we having too many dances?
For all practical purposes, the writer would emphatically say,
“Yes!”, . . Let us sayv thar we have, to date, at the minimum,
150 dances in the Federation repertoire. One hundred already
compiled into the four volumes of Folk Dance Near and Far
and the other fifty in the process of compiling. These do not
include the pet dances done by different clubs.

... First, out of the 150 Federation dances excluding all
those used by individual clubs, a yearly repertoire is to be
made up of say 75 well-selected dances. . . . Uninteresting and
tiring dances should be and must be discarded and the “made
up ones” made unacceptable.

... If we could only include two or three of the most in-
teresting and popularly known authentic folk dances to repre-
sent each country in the world, we would have something to
crow about. . .

— excerpts from an article entitled What's Wrong with Qur
Folk Dancing? written by Song Chang, founder of Chang’s
International Folk Dancers, printed in Let’s Dance! October
1948.

I was looking through some old (very old!) Let's Dance!
magazines in search of dance notations when I noticed the
article that contained the excerpts printed above. Did you no-
tice the date? 1948! In his article, Chang lobbied for reducing
both the number and type of dances, and severely limiting new
dances. 150 dances should be winnowed down to 75? What
would Mr. Chang think of a current repertoire in my own
Thursday night dance group of over 400 dances? As the say-
ing goes: the more things change, the more they stay the
same! Sixty years later, we’re still hearing complaints about
too many dances and too many “made up” dances.

Permit me another walk down memory lane or, in this
case, the food aisle.

Back in the 50s and 60s (when I was growing up), typical
meals for us were meatloaf, fried chicken, mashed potatoes
loaded with butter or gravy, macaroni and cheese, and tuna
casserole. We ate salads based on iceberg lettuce, a lot of
canned soups, fruit (remember fruit cocktail?), and vegetables,
and pie topped with Cool Whip. Dining out meant the exotic
fare in Italian and Mexican restaurants. Chinese restaurants
served little more than chop suey and eggroll. I didn’t eat a
raw mushroom or an avocado until I came to California in the
70s.

Times changed, didn’t they? Beef and fried food are now
frowned upon and fish is favored. Salad bars and grocery
stores feature at least four kinds of lettuce. We haunt farmers’
markets in search of fresh vegetables and fruits. There are low
-fat, low-salt, sugar-free and gluten-free alternatives for nearly
everything. We don’t eat noodles, we eat pasta (and polenta!).
Desserts include fruit sorbets, puff pastry and flan. Restaurants
now offer everything from naan to tempura to falafel, dishes
from Thailand, Ethopia, and Guatemala.

Could we imagine in the 1960s that we’d be eating the
foods we are eating today? Would we have wanted to restrict
our food choices, limit our diets to what we were eating then?
Permit the introduction of only a specific number of new
foods per year? Certainly not!

I think our dance history is astonishingly similar. In the
early days of the international folk dance movement, 90% of
the dances were couple dances. The repertoire included dozens
of dances from Mexico, plus many more from Austria and
Germany. The Ler's Dance! magazine published in November
1972 contained a list of approximately 420 dances that had
been published as of that date. While this list doesn’t comprise
all the dances being done at that time, it is certainly a repre-
sentative subset. Besides the 24 (!) Mexican dances, there are
multiple dances from the Philippines, Estonia, Lithuania, Por-
tugal and the Netherlands - countries from which I will bet the
bulk of today’s dancers know NO dances. In the list, I counted
a grand total of sixteen dances labeled Serbian, twelve labeled
Macedonian, and seven Bulgarian dances. Albanian
dances? Zip! At that time, the concept of an evening of dance
devoted to dances from the Balkans was like imagining dining
on raw fish served on lumps of sticky rice (and paying a lot for
the privilege!). Would YOU be dancing today if the interna-
tional folk dance movement had stopped growing and had
cemented itself in place in 1948 or 19727

In the early years of our international folk dance move-
ment we danced to music recorded on vinyl. Live music was
rare, and musical instruments were pretty much limited to
what we had in the United States (Kaval? Gaida?) I would
draw a parallel between the aficionados of live music for folk
dancing to those who today reject almost anything that comes
in a package or a can, and plan their meals around organic,
locally-grown, in-season produce. Just as buying and cooking
organic food takes more money, time, and effort (and some
will say produce a superior result), others have neither the
time nor the patience for it, and are content with what they can
buy at the local Safeway (dancing to recorded music).

Today we have the luxury of attending classes devoted to
a specific dance type — Hungarian, Scandinavian, Israeli, Scot-
tish, contras — just as we have many more specific restaurant
choices (a new Peruvian restaurant just opened nearby). We
still have many who love eating at all-you-can-eat interna-
tional buffets and for late night after-dancing snacks we head
for a 24-hour diner like Carrow’s where you can get anything
from prime rib to pancakes — the gastronomic equivalent of a
full-range international folk dance class.

My point (and don’t I always have one?) is this: with time,
our world changes, our perspective changes, our options
change. We evolve and we grow. We are complex creatures
capable of adapting, multi-tasking, and learning and retaining
vast amounts of data. We are capable of planning for the fu-
ture while treasuring our past. Shouldn’t our dance world be a
reflection this reality?

Whether you're talking about food or folk dance, some
(no, not all) of what appealed to us in our youth, bores us to-
day. While we may seek out whatever is new in the way of
food, technology, fashion and music, we would feel just fine
sending a text message on our smart phone while sitting on a
piece of antique furniture or indulging in a dish of strawberry
Jello while watching a video we downloaded from the internet
on our big-screen TV. We should be able to enjoy dancing
both Vrtielka (1956) and Vidinsko Horo (1998), and.Dospat-
sko Horo (1971) as well as Dana (2004).

Just as our diets have changed over the past 60 years —
shouldn’t our taste in music and dance evolve as well? We
might believe that a healthy diet includes less fat and less salt

Continued on next page
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April, 2011 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press@comecast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

March 26

April 16

April 16

April 29

April 30

May 14

May 27-30

July 2-9

The Balkan Plus Party is coming. This very popular annual event has reserved the

wonderful Masonic Hall, 1010 Lootens in San Rafael. We start before 8:00 pm and dance until after
11:00 pm. You are invited to bring finger snacks to share. The cost is $8.00. The program and
directions were in the February issue of Let’s Dance. For info: editor@]etsdancemag.net

Save the date for the annual Petaluma Folk Dance Party featuring live music by Verna Druzhina at
Herman Sons Hall, 860 Western Avenue, Petaluma, 8-11 p.m. Carol Friedman 415-663-9512
cjay@horizoncable.com

2nd Annual Merced Bulgarian Concert and Dance Party with Trio Mio / Vasil Bebelekov 6:30 pm
Merced Multicultural Arts Center, 645 West Main Street, Merced. Info Memo Keswick 209-723-4016
Or memok(@saber.net

Balkan Spring Fever. Please join the Kopachka Folkdancers for our annual springtime live-music
gala, Balkan Spring Fever. The multi-talented band Janam will play 8 to 11 p.m. at Scout Hall, 177 E.
Blithedale Avenue, Mill Valley (1.5 miles W of Highway 101). Janam is one of the premier bands
playing in the Bay Area and features several of the Bay Area’s most innovative interpreters of
Southern Balkan and Near Eastern traditional music. $10, refreshments included. Contact
415-497-4890 or nadavnur@gmail.com.

*Blossom Folk Dance Festival, concert and Party Sponsored by City College of San Francisco, The
Folk Dance Federation and Changs. A Federation membership meeting is at 3:30 for the election of
officers. See the ad in this issue for directions.

Rose Festival International Folk Dance The Santa Rosa Folk Dancers invite you to the annual Rose
Festival at Wischermann Hall, 465 Morris St., Sebastopol. Door prizes, beautiful floor, refreshments.
This hall was built with the efforts of volunteers in the dance community! 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm
Donation $7.00

Fairy Tale Statewide Four days of fun and dance! Join us in Solvang for the 2011 Statewide.
Teaching will be Yves and France Moreau. See the ads on the next three pages.

Mendocino Folklore Camp International Dance and Music Workshops. Registration now open:
www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com

*Federation sponsored events.

The Council, club and class listings are in the back of the magazine

Continued from previous page Newsflash:
and more fresh fruits and vegetables, but we’re not Priceless Videotapes donated!

likely to police someone else’s dinner plate. Few of us
would criticize another person’s diet or food choices.
Why then does anyone feel the need to comment on or

The Federation has just received the generous donation of a
box of fifteen VHS videotapes containing hundreds of hours of

als (Camelha.
limit someotic clse’s dance chioices? recorded teaching at California febt1\ Htﬂ(‘“ i Sta—te\ude,
Our dance classes and parties and workshops and Kolo, etc.), the North/South Institute, and Stockion Folk Dance
Camp between 1987 and 1996. What a gold mine! The tapes

camps represent an enormous banquet, a buffet table
laden with the richest music and movement. Get out
there and eat your fill of whatever your heart desires

had been in the possession of Bruce Wyckoff who was storing
them on behalf of the Federation’s Dance Research Committee,

s i Over the next months, the Federatzon will be converting
gﬁczngoﬁgga‘.ge OXFRRERRS ke, Yok e Jii 38 ekt - 26 the tapes to DVD format and will eventually make them avail-
’ able for viewing by Federation members wishing to do dance

research. Stay tuned!
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HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS
1455 Mission Drive
For Statewide reservations contact:
Beverly Barr - 310-202-6166 or at dancingbarrs@yahoo.com before April 22
Rates: Friday & Saturday-$152.90 each; Sunday-$97.90 (Taxes included)

STATEWIDE SCHEDULE
Day Location Time Individual Price
FRIDAY (Bethania Lutheran Church)
Registration 7:00 P.M.
Dance 8:00-11:00 P.M. $ 5.00

SATURDALY (Solvang Veterans’ Memorial Building)...Full day is $33, plus lunch

Registration 10:00-10:30 A.M.
Institute 10:30-12:30 P.M. $15.00
Lunch (Pre-registration required) 12:30-2:30 P.M. S 5.00
Yves/France reviews, dancing &

Danish teaching by David Heald 2:30-5:30 P.M. $ 8.00
Dinner 5:30-8:00 P.M.
Dance Party 8:00-11:00 P.M. $10.00

SUNDAY (Solvang Veterans’ Memorial Building) ...Full day is $33 plus lunch

Warm Up Dance 9:30-10:00 A.M.
Institute 10:00-12:00 P.M. $15.00
Lunch/Installation Lunch 12:00-2:30 P.M. $12.00

(Everyone is welcome, but pre-reservations required)

Review and Dance 2:30-5:30 P.M. S 8.00
Dinner 5:30-8:00 P.M.
Dance Party 8:00-11:00 P.M. $10.00

MONDAY (Solvang Veterans’ Memorial Building)

Dancing and Barbeque 10:00 A.M.-2:00 P.M. $10.00
(Pre-reservations required)

SEE REGISTRATION FORM FOR PACKAGE PRICES, MEAL RESERVATIONS AND ORDERING INFORMATION

Let's Dance I—April, 2011, page five




FAIRY TALE STATEWiDE

MAY 27-30, 2011
SOLVANG

SUPERSAVER FARLY REGISTRATION
$45 BEFORE MAY 13, 855 AT THE DOOR

First person

Name (for badge)

Dance pkg. (all classes & parties) $45 O
Syllabus (printed pre-order only) 50
Syllabus (emailed pdf) 30
DVD (of festival instruction) $20 O

Optional meals ( pre-registration required)

$45 0

50

30

$20 O

1 Check here ] : $ 50

0 o ' $120

0 y $100
I I

' You may order the |
Isyﬂabus, DVD, :
|meals, or t-shirts I
|without buying the |
Isupersaver dance |
|pkg. [
| You may purchase :
|individual events at |
|the door. I

Saturday lunch $50
Sunday installation lunch $12 O
Monday BBQ $10 O
Totals $
# of T-shirts: S M L

Grand Total (1¥ person + 2™ person + t-shirts)

XL,

................................................................

Contact for confirmation and for emailing of syllabus:

email;

Phone: (

)

Mail this form before Mav 13 & a check for grand total
made payable to Folk Dance Federation to:

Statewide
1524 Vivian
Newport Beach, CA 92660

Pick up registration packages at Statewide in Solvang.

Page six,
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Questions — contact Steve: register@StatewideFolkdance.com or (949) 646-7082




STATEWIDE 2011
MAY 27-30, 201

WiTh Y\VES T FRANVCE MOREAV
D HEALY ANAL/

SOLVANG VETERANS’ MEMORIAL BUILDING 1745 MISSION DR. SOLVANG

BETHANIA LUTHERAN CHURCH 603 ATTERDAG RD. SOLVANG
SPONSORED BY THE FOLK DANCE FEDERATION OF CALIFORNIA, SOUTH, INC. TEL: 626-446-5160
WEBSITE-WWW.STATEWIDEFOLKDANCE.COM EMAIL: INFO@STATEWIDEFOLKDANCE.COM

{ Vets Bufhw }

101’ b — - . 5 “ -.____‘ o - i s HIGHWAY 248 184
5! I o
{ i alta
sueiiron E.- i o
{3 milesy .E_ ]| . f&, miies)
| | !
Legend T corenma
* Visitor Information || ED e
B Parking @ Restrooms || ;’ Bakeries
RV = RV Parking ! [y Desish M
1 Visitor Center 1682
1639 Copenhagen Drive | s m‘m:““_l g
2 Petersen’s Village Syuare | MR STEEET Eb 1558 iistion Drive

3 Tiveli Square [

4 King Atterdag’s Court |

5 Etverhs) Museum i

6 Hamlet Square (Blue Windmitl)

7 nmlmz:omsm { NORTH
# Yorkek's Court 1

9 Solvang Theaterfest

10 Old Mission Santa Inés

11 Memortal Building

12 Solvang Mall Shops

13 Denmarket Square

14 Solvang Antique Center

15 King Christian Tower Shops

21 Frederik's Court ; ‘ [/
RV PARKING IS AVAILABLE IN BUELLTON (3 MILES WEST OF SOLVANG)

CONTACT WWW.FLYINGFLAGS.COM or 877-240-1244
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58
Santa Rosa Folk Dancers 0 ‘
Invite You

o
Rose Festival /5'*\\3/-@3

&

v \
International Folk Dance @g,

Saturday, May 14, 2011 (TN
1:00 - 4:30 P.M. <

)

|
Door Prizes, Beautiful Wood Floor, Refreshments ﬁ \
A
Wischemann Hall ‘.\
465 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA 95472
/ $7.00 Donation ﬁ N
i
This is the folk dance event where it all happens. You will find a wide selection of . ‘
international folk dance music, friendly dancers, a bouncy hardwood floor, tasty

refreshments, and surprising door prizes - with beautiful roses surrounding the P% \
hall. The Santa Rosa Folk Dancers are waiting for you to join them at the not-to-
be-missed annual Rose Festival. Call 707-546-5467 for more information.

Rose Festival Dance Program 2011

1. Alunelul 31. Polharrow Burn

2. Couple Hasapiko 32. Never on Sunday

3. Swedish-Finn Mixer (P) 33. Dreisteyrer

4. Liljano Mome 34. Porosya (P)

5. Corrido 35. Hora nuntasilor

6. Elizabeth Quadrille 36. La Cachucha

7. Banjsko Oro 19. Louisiana Saturday Night ~ 37. Windmill Quadrille

8. El Gaucho Tango 20. Baztan-Dantza 38. Sulam Ya'akov

9. Oklahoma Mixer (P) 21. Lo Brisa-Pe 39. Numero Cinco

10. Ina Ina 22, Kohala Waltz 40. La Bastringue (P)

11. Beale Street Blues 23. Swiss Break Mixer (P) 41. Cobankat

12. Cumberland Reel 24. Champs Elysees 42. Snoa

13. Lo Ahavti Dai 25. Triip to Bavaria 43. MacDonald of the Isles
14. Salty Dog Rag 26. Tfilati 44. Devicha khorovodnaya
15. Allemansmarsj (P) 27. Tango Campana 45. Somewhere My Love
16. Opinca 28. Ba La (P) 46. Olssons’ Familievals (P)
17. Neapolitan Waltz 29. Vrapcheto 47. Joc de leagane

18. Picking Up Sticks 30. Bohemian National Polka  48. Bluebell Waltz (P)
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Council & Club Clips

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS. The All-Request-Night
proudly presents its third annual evening of the live music of
Vecernica. Come dance with us on Friday, April 22 at Live
Oak Park Center on Shattuck and Berrvman. Berkeley. It is
the perfect place to be if it is raining. Remember “April
Showers Bring May Flowers.” We'll be dancing from 7:45-
9:45 PM with a little bit of nibbling in between. All this for $5
for members and $7 for others. Contact Peter D" Angelo, 510-
654-3136 or pvdangelo(@ hotmail.com. —Naomi Lidicker

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
BIG 90TH BIRTHDAY PARTY!

On February 27, in Roseville, about 100 people celebrated the
wonderful occasion of the 90th birthdav of our own Hadi Ba-
bazadeh, husband to Barbara Bevan. Hadi is still dancing and
is in great shape. The party was a celebration of the fellowship
of dancers of all kinds. Seven dance clubs that Hadi has
danced with over the years came and shared their favorite
dances with each other. Hadi's family also was well repre-
sented. Hadi is originally from Iran and came to the US as a
young man. Hadi's son Darius and daughter Djalai are both
musicians. Darius played jazz saxophone. and Djalai played
viola. They played a wonderful rendition of "Autumn Leaves".
Djalai also played an Iranian tune she had learned from Hadi
as a young violin student. Some relatives came from as far
away as Boston, Maryland, and Vancouver, BC. It was a won-
derful reunion for them. The folk band, Dai Go Zhivo, led by
Jim Shoemaker, also provided dance music with Darius sitting
in. And Zado, the Eastern European women's singing group,
led by Barbara, joined in. It was an all-star line-up! As we
shared the dances from all over the world, I couldn't help but
think that this is what our world's future should be about, not
the angry clashes we see all too often.

SUMMER EVENTS Sacramento has two big events coming
up this summer. Be sure to mark your calendars Each year
both of these get bigger and better, and are attended by more
out-of-towners. So, we hope you will think about coming to
them this year! Plus, many Sacramento dancers will attend
Stockton Folk Dance Camp.

MEMBERSHIP BBQ August 27th is our annual Membership
BBQ at the Wolterbeek estate in Shingle Springs. It will fea-
ture a giant potluck as well as BBQ and dancing under the
stars in the foothills with clear skies and great fellow danc-
ers. Check the website and Let’s Dance for more informa-
tion! Hope to see you there!

DANCE IN THE WOODS Dance in the Woods will be Sep-
tember 9-11 at Camp Sacramento, 85 miles from Sacramento
on Highway 50. It is a refreshing retreat in the woods filled
with dancing and relaxing. The cost is $135.00/person which
includes lodging with 3 meals Saturday and 2 meals Sunday. It
starts at 4:00 PM Friday, with a potluck and dance, and then
goes through Saturday with dance workshops, a singing work-
shop, and/or free time to hike, nap, sing, or whatever. The
Saturday evening party is 8-11 PM. On Sunday there are
dance reviews in the morning and the weekend ends with
lunch. Please go to our website at www.folkdancesac.org for
registration, maps and details. —Barbara Malakoff

Welcome new members!

Marion Rose. membership chair, reports the following new
members:

Tom Sha Charles Koester
San Leandro. CA Felton, CA
Diane Wilbur Roberta Lighty
San Jose, CA San Carlos, CA
Gail Barton Mary Kay Stuvland
Redwood City. CA Berkeley, CA
May Wang Griffith University
Cupertino, CA Mt. Gravat 134937
: PO Box 231
Jackie Howard
Mitcham, Victoria
R , CA =
Rescu;r Cd Australia 3132
Ele‘C,eri?: CA Karen Burtness Prak
| ! " Menlo Park, CA
Marilyn Smi
Richmond, CA Allan Koehler

Los Altos, CA

Balkan Spring Fever

By Nadav Nur

Please join the Kopachka Folkdancers for their annual spring-
time live-music gala, Balkan Spring Fever on Friday, April
29th. The multi-talented band Janam will play 8 to 11 p.m. at
Scout Hall, 177 E. Blithedale Avenue, Mill Valley (1.5 miles
W of Highway 101). Janam is one of the premier bands play-
ing in the Bay Area and features several of the Bay Area’s
most innovative interpreters of Southern Balkan and Near
Eastern traditional music including Juliana Graffagna, voice &
percussion; Dan Auvil, percussion; Tom Farris, laouto, guitar
& accordion; Gari Hegedus, oud, violin & mandocello; and
Peter Jacques, clarinet, ney & voice. $10, refreshments in-
cluded. Contact 415-497- 4890 or nadavnur@gmail.com.

MEET THE CANDIDATES

The Nominating Committee of the Folk Dance
Federation is pleased to present the slate of offi-
cers for 2011-2012. The elections will take place
at the General Membership Meeting prior the
Blossom Festival on Saturday, April 30 (see in-
formation elsewhere in Let’s Dance! regarding
the Blossom Festival).

Remember these are candidates only! There
will be an opportunity for additional nominations
from the floor at the General Membership Meet-
ing on April 30, prior to the voting.

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Lucy Chang
Denise Heenan
Loui Tucker
Sabine Zappe
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Santa Rosa Folk Dancers
Invite You

Rose Festival
International Folk Dance

Saturday, May 14, 2011
1:00 - 4:30 P.M.

Door Prizes, Beautiful Wood Floor, Refreshments

Wischemann Hall
\1 465 Morris Street, Sebastopol, CA 95472
/ $7.00 Donation

This is the folk dance event where it all happens. You will find a wide selection of
international folk dance music, friendly dancers, a bouncy hardwood floor, tasty
refreshments, and surprising door prizes - with beautiful roses surrounding the
hall. The Santa Rosa Folk Dancers are waiting for you to join them at the not-to-
be-missed annual Rose Festival. Call 707-546-5467 for more information.

Rose Festival Dance Program 2011

1. Alunelul 31. Polharrow Burn

2. Couple Hasapiko 32. Never on Sunday

3. Swedish-Finn Mixer (P) 33. Dreisteyrer

4. Liljano Mome 34. Porosya (P)

5. Corrido 35. Hora nuntasilor

6. Elizabeth Quadrille 36. La Cachucha

7. Banjsko Oro 19. Louisiana Saturday Night ~ 37. Windmill Quadrille

8. El Gaucho Tango 20. Baztan-Dantza 38. Sulam Ya'akov

9. Oklahoma Mixer (P) 21. Lo Brisa-Pe 39. Numero Cinco

10. Ina Ina 22. Kohala Waltz 40. La Bastringue (P)

11. Beale Street Blues 23. Swiss Break Mixer (P) 41. Cobankat

12. Cumberland Reel 24. Champs Elysees 42. Snoa

13. Lo Ahavti Dai 25. Triip to Bavaria 43. MacDonald of the Isles
14. Salty Dog Rag 26. Tfilati 44. Devicha khorovodnaya
15. Allemansmars;j (P) 27. Tango Campana 45. Somewhere My Love
16. Opinca 28. Bala (P) 46. Olssons’ Familievals (P)
17. Neapolitan Waltz 29. Vrapcheto 47. Joc de leagédne

18. Picking Up Sticks 30. Bohemian National Polka ~ 48. Bluebell Waltz (P)
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Council & Club Clips

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS. The All-Request-Night
proudly presents its third annual evening of the live music of
Velternica. Come dance with us on Friday, April 22 at Live
Oak Park Center on Shattuck and Berryman, Berkeley. It is
the perfect place to be if it is raining. Remember “April
Showers Bring May Flowers.” We'll be dancing from 7:45-
9:45 PM with a little bit of nibbling in between. All this for $5
for members and $7 for others. Contact Peter D" Angelo, 510-
654-3136 or pvdangelo(@hotmail.com. —Naomi Lidicker

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Council—
BIG 90TH BIRTHDAY PARTY'!

On February 27, in Roseville, about 100 people celebrated the
wonderful occasion of the 90th birthday of our own Hadi Ba-
bazadeh, husband to Barbara Bevan. Hadi is still dancing and
is in great shape. The party was a celebration of the fellowship
of dancers of all kinds. Seven dance clubs that Hadi has
danced with over the years came and shared their favorite
dances with each other. Hadi's family also was well repre-
sented. Hadi is originally from Iran and came to the US as a
young man. Hadi's son Darius and daughter Djalai are both
musicians. Darius played jazz saxophone, and Djalai played
viola. They played a wonderful rendition of " Autumn Leaves".
Djalai also played an Iranian tune she had leamned from Hadi
as a young violin student. Some relatives came from as far
away as Boston, Maryland, and Vancouver, BC. It was a won-
derful reunion for them. The folk band, Dai Go Zhivo, led by
Jim Shoemaker, also provided dance music with Darius sitting
in. And Zado, the Eastern European women's singing group,
led by Barbara, joined in. It was an all-star line-up! As we
shared the dances from all over the world, I couldn't help but
think that this is what our world's future should be about, not
the angry clashes we see all too often.

SUMMER EVENTS Sacramento has two big events coming
up this summer. Be sure to mark your calendars Each year
both of these get bigger and better, and are attended by more
out-of-towners. So, we hope you will think about coming to
them this year! Plus, many Sacramento dancers will attend
Stockton Folk Dance Camp.

MEMBERSHIP BBQ August 27th is our annual Membership
BBQ at the Wolterbeek estate in Shingle Springs. It will fea-
ture a giant potluck as well as BBQ and dancing under the
stars in the foothills with clear skies and great fellow danc-
ers. Check the website and Let’s Dance for more informa-
tion! Hope to see you there!

DANCE IN THE WOODS Dance in the Woods will be Sep-
tember 9-11 at Camp Sacramento, 85 miles from Sacramento
on Highway 50. It is a refreshing retreat in the woods filled
with dancing and relaxing. The cost is $135.00/person which
includes lodging with 3 meals Saturday and 2 meals Sunday. It
starts at 4:00 PM Friday, with a potluck and dance, and then
goes through Saturday with dance workshops, a singing work-
shop, and/or free time to hike, nap, sing, or whatever. The
Saturday evening party is 8-11 PM. On Sunday there are
dance reviews in the morning and the weekend ends with
lunch. Please go to our website at www.folkdancesac.org for
registration, maps and details. —Barbara Malakoff

Welcome new members!

Marion Rose, membership chair, reports the following new
members:

Tom Sha Charles Koester
San Leandro, CA Felton, CA
Diane Wilbur Roberta Lighty
San Jose, CA San Carlos, CA
Gail Barton Mary Kay Stuvland
Redwood City. CA Berkeley, CA
May Wang Griffith University
Cupertino, CA Mt. Gravat 134937
; PO Box 231
Jackie H d : s
;:Scse g\;ar Mitcham, Victoria
’ 5 Australia 3132
R
Efgaé::fg CA Karen Burtness Prak
: S, 5 Menlo Park, CA
M ;
Riz::l}:myzndm(lj A Allan Koehler
? Los Altos, CA

Balkan Spring Fever

By Nadav Nur

Please join the Kopachka Folkdancers for their annual spring-
time live-music gala, Balkan Spring Fever on Friday, April
29th. The multi-talented band Janam will play 8 to 11 p.m. at
Scout Hall, 177 E. Blithedale Avenue, Mill Valley (1.5 miles
W of Highway 101). Janam is one of the premier bands play-
ing in the Bay Area and features several of the Bay Area’s
most innovative interpreters of Southern Balkan and Near
Eastern traditional music including Juliana Graffagna, voice &
percussion; Dan Auvil, percussion; Tom Farris, laouto, guitar
& accordion; Gari Hegedus, oud, violin & mandocello; and
Peter Jacques, clarinet, ney & voice. $10, refreshments in-
cluded. Contact 415-497- 4890 or nadavnur@gmail.com.

MEET THE CANDIDATES

The Nominating Committee of the Folk Dance
Federation is pleased to present the slate of offi-
cers for 2011-2012. The elections will take place
at the General Membership Meeting prior the
Blossom Festival on Saturday, April 30 (see in-
formation elsewhere in Let’s Dance! regarding
the Blossom Festival).

Remember these are candidates only! There
will be an opportunity for additional nominations
from the floor at the General Membership Meet-
ing on April 30, prior to the voting.

President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Lucy Chang
Denise Heenan
Loui Tucker
Sabine Zappe
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Jim Gold International Folk Tours
2011

www.jimgold.com

BULGARIA !
GREECE and the GREEK ISLANDS !
HUNGARY ! NORWAY |

Travel with international folklore and folk dance expetts:
Jim Gold, Lee Otterholt, Adam Molnar, Joe Freedman

NORWAY !... June 11-21, 2011. Led by Lee Otterholt.
Norwegian and International dancing with breathtaking scenery in the Land of the Mountain
Kings! Midsummer in Norway! Oslo, Bergen, Hovin (Telemark), Fjord Cruise, Voss.

HUNGARY !. .. August 2-15, 2011. Led by Adam Molnar.
Magyar adventures in Budapest, Eger, Jaszberény Folk Festival, biggest in Hungary!

BULGARIA!... August 3-15, 2011. Led by Jim Gold.
A mysterious, magical country with unbeatable dancing, music, and folklore. Sofia, Bansko,
Plovdiv, Veliko Turnovo, Koprivshtitsa Folk Festival | Black Sea ext. Aug. 15-19.

GREECE and the GREEK ISLANDS! .. . October 16-30, 2011.

Led by Jim Gold and Lee Otterholt

Dance hasapicos, syrtos, and more! Mountains, markets, archeological wonders, sun kissed
islands. Classical tour: Athens, Olympia, Delphi, Meteora, Mycenae. Cruise to Mykonos,
Crete, Rhodes, Patmos, Ephesus, Santorini. Santorini ext. Oct, 27-30.

Visit www.jimgold.com to see YOUTUBE videos, photos, and more |

TOUR REGISTRATION: | can't wait to go! Enclosed is my $200 per person deposit. .
Tour(s)desired
Name Address
No. of people Phone( ). Email
Jim Gold International, Inc. 497 Cumberland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ 07666 U.S.A.
(201) 836-0362 www.jimgold.com Email:jimgold@jimgold.com
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Mendocino Folklore Camp

” 2 ’ : > N/ : I - ~
B3 3 [Download Registration Forms AC International Dance & Music Workshops
www.mendocinofolklorecamp.com J UIY 2-J u1y Q, 2011
BEGINNERS WELCOME! FAMILIES WELCOME!
[ NO previous experience E.ACI—IER_._I.-.I_N_E.Q Special Kid Friendly Classes,
[ necessary. Daily Multi-Track Workshop Classes Crafts & Nature Outings

DANCE
ANA MARIA ALVAREZ & CESAR GARFIAZ - cuban (Salsa Rueda)
CRISTIAN FLORESCU & SONIA DION - romanian
YULIYAN YORDANOV - Buigarian

Beginning Dance Workshop Classes
Balkan, Folk Dance Technique | (Line), FD Tech Il (Couples), FD Tech Iil (Sets & Squares)

Advanced Dance Workshop Classes

Bulgarian, Romanian, Rumba, Polynesian Island Dances
Experiential Dance Classes: (a little taste of something different)
(French Canadian / Japanese / Middle Eastern / The Philippines / Urban Hip Hop)
with guest teachers;
Becky Ashenden, Billy Burke, Lynnanne Hanson-Miller & Craig Kurumada

INSTRUMENTAL

BILL COPE - Macedonian Tambura, MARK. FORRY — Tamburitza Orchestra,
ERIK HOFFMAN - American Contra Band, MICHELE SIMON - Tupan,
i SMALLER cLASS sizes| MIAMON MILLER - Romanian Ensemble

= more one-on-one

instruction © SINGING

i e e

SUZANNAH PARK - Appalachian/ Shape Note/ Gospel Harmony

MICHELE SIMON - Balkan / Vocal Technique
with special guest teacher — EVa Salina Primack

Nightly Dance Parties Themed Happy Hour Celebrations:
LIVE MUSIC! Bulgarian

Cuban
- MFC CAMP BAND -

: ; “Murder Most Foul” in Linscott Hall
Becky Ashenden and Miamon Miller (co-directors) B o
Paul Bl‘OWl‘l, Bill Cope & Chuck Corman “Folklore Home Companion"
With guest musicians; (4t of July All American Radio Show) :
Mark Forry, Erik Hoffman, Michele Simon & Friends more info coming soon on our web site...
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Lye on Dance by Cileen
Greetings from New Zealand

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com
= X8

Eileen, Sandra and Cristel—Photo from Eileen

There is a woman in our town named Lynn who is a yoga
teacher. She is also 92 years old. You can see her walking up
the very steep hill to her house every day. Last week she
phoned me. She had a gap in her busy schedule because the
Tai Chi teacher was away and so she wanted to come to the
folk dance class. My first reaction was panic, which I tried to
keep out of my voice as we talked about the appropriate shoes
and attire. Why panic? I've had the same group of women
coming to class for several years and we go at a pretty fast
pace. How could I keep my regulars happy and still accommo-
date a 92 year-old beginner? I did know that Lynn wasn’t a
stranger to dance, just to folk dance. She still takes ballet
classes and I'm told she once danced with Margot Fontaine.
But still. ..

On Sunday evening, Lynn was the first person to arrive,
all eager in her ballet flats, her feet permanently turned out in
first position. The other dancers started to arrive and were a
little surprised to see a new member so late in the summer, Of
course Lynn was warmly greeted — everyone in town knows
her. The class started... with Lynn somehow losing the string
to hold up her pants. We finally found a loose piece of curtain,
tied it around her and secured her “trousers” as she called
them. A nice folksy look, a la Scarlett O’Hara.

The class started for real. Lynn is rather hard of hearing
and couldn’t hear the instruction or the music that well. I put
strong dancers on either side of her for support. We started
with some slow easy dances and I tried to face her often so she
could read my lips when I explained the steps. I’'m not sure if
that helped, but when the music started, with her eyes glued to
my feet, she managed to do the slower dances fairly well.
When the dances got harder, she did the best she could behind
the line. Sometimes she just watched us and applauded when
we finished. She never complained, and did not expect us to
slow down for her. She smiled a lot. Comments heard all night
included the words amazing and inspirational.

Maybe I taught Lynn a few dances that night. But she

taught me much more. That dancing is sometimes more about
community. not just dancing. Here was one of the town elders
that we had the privilege of dancing with, Was it the best
dancing night? No. Did several of us have tears in our eyes
while giving a big group hug at the end of the night? Yes.

Down Under Part Two

Brian Jones, the ballroom dance teacher that I've written
about the past few years, was in Russell twice this summer.
Last weekend, he gave two workshops to teach a new se-
guence dance and review dances he taught last year. When I
say new. I mean new to us. The first dance he taught, called
Rumba Rosette, is from 1978, and is a modem sequence
dance. New dances are being created for competitions every
year in the UK, but some of the older ones have stayed popu-
lar. If you are interested you can learn more about this form of

ancing at www.sequenceblogger.wordpress.com. For me, it’s
a sort of cross between folk dancing and ballroom dancing,
because each dance has a choreographed pattern that keeps
repeating. Every couple is doing the same thing while pro-
gressing around the floor. Of course the old partner bugaboo
rears its head again, since we always have extra women. In our
group the woman taking the man’s part is frowned upon, but
the men are very good about including all the women
(eventually) and Brian rotated partners. The good part is that 1
got to dance with Brian several times.

Many of the regular dancers in our group prefer free-
style Latin and modern ballroom dances to the sequence
dances, but the older couples love the sequence dances. One of
our dancers, whom I'll call Don, was a Champion New Zea-
land Ballroom dancer many years ago. He’s in his 80°s now
and has Parkinson’s disease, but occasionally one can see his
old flair in the tilt of his head and the gleam in his eye. He
requested a real showy old time sequence dance be taught. 1
saw everyone groan inwardly and roll their eyes. But no one
complained. If we could make Don happy in his remaining
days of dance, we could suffer through the Swing Waltz. We
were giving him a gift. Again it was more about the commu-
nity than the dancing.

Might we all be a little more generous to our aging danc-
ers at times? After all, we are all (hopefully) headed there one
day.

Eileen Kopec

PS — Thank you to all the people who emailed me after the
Christchurch earthquake. We are on the North Island and were
not affected, but I appreciate everyone’s concern.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR FESTIVAL
By Wen Chiang

Wow! What a surprise, one hundred and sixty people gathered
together in the Palms Park Community Center in Lakewood.
The Cerritos Folk Dancers (CFD) hosted the Chinese New
Year Festival.

The Festival opened with a lion dance performed by Wen
Chiang and Sue Chen. Most of Americans have never seen a
lion dance before. The lion dance is a popular activity per-
formed during lunar New Year periods in China, Taiwan, and
some other Asian countries. Two persons play the lion head
and lion tail and imitate the movements of a lion. Since it is
believed that this kind of lion will bring good fortune to peo-
ple, all stores in business would welcome lion dance teams
and prepare “red envelopes™ to “feed” the “lions” that visit the
stores. In China and Taiwan, there would be noisy firecrackers
and drum sounds accompanying lion dances. In our festival,
the lion was performed with the music of “Shih Wu™ in the
background.

Before the workshop started, there was a thirty-minute
period for the participants to dance together. To celebrate the
Year of Rabbit, the first dance was Finnjenka (or “Jenca”),
which is called the “Bunny Hop” in Taiwan. Dancers jumped
around the floor like happy bunnies.

After warming up with some Romanian dances and some
dances choreographed by Yang Chang Shong, the “East-West
Folk Dance Workshop™ started officially.

Master teachers Cristian Florescu and Sonia Dion taught
Romanian dances which were appreciated by all participants.
Some people have already learned the steps from the Laguna
Festival and some other review parties. But they still followed
Cristian and Sonia to the East-West workshop.

Master teacher Yang Chang Shong flew over from Tai-
wan especially for this East-West Workshop. He, together
with his partner Julia Lai, taught some Taiwanese favorites
and a couple of England classic dances. Two of five dances he
taught in the workshop were choreographed by himself. Danc-
ers from Taiwan admire Master Yang, a famous pioneer in
promoting folk dances in Taiwan.

The ballroom in the community center was adorned with
many Chinese garlands to signify the style of the Chinese New
year. Some red lanterns hung by the door as well as in the

room. Large and long lucky inscriptions were displayed high
on the wall. Some dancers, Chinese and American alike, wore
Chinese style dressings. Sonia wore a beautiful Chinese gar-
ment she bought from Hong Kong.

There were at least 159 people attending this event of
“East Meets West.” Among them, about 99 were Chinese/
Taiwanese. It is great. So many dancers of different ethnic
backgrounds got into the same room to dance together!

From the list of folk dance groups signed up for free
CDs, one can see that dancers were from at least 15 Chinese/
Taiwanese groups and 16 non-Chinese groups. It was a record.
This was the very first time that members from so many Chi-
nese/Taiwanese groups and so many American groups danced
together under one roof.

In this event of Chinese New Year Festival and East-
West Folk Dance Workshop, food is one of the major high-
light. The food was contributed by all participants. Some peo-
ple brought with them extra amounts of food. Staff members
of the CFD took care to keep the supply of delicious food for
the dancers. The dishes were so good that some people forgot
to go back to dance!

During the intermission of the festival, some group pho-
tographs were taken. Near the end of the workshop, the CFD
gave away Chinese-style red envelops to the first 100 people
who paid for the event. Some participants wondered why most
of those first 100 were Chinese/Taiwanese. It was because
most of them were pre-registered. At least four Chinese
groups had all or almost all of their members pre-registered
and made the non-refundable donations. They were all in-
cluded in the first one hundred and have names put into one
hundred name tag holder provided by the CFD. Some other
dancers might have not been well informed and so missed the
chance to receive the red envelopes, of which one fifth in ran-
dom had an extra prize.

The general support from the Folk Dance Federation,
South, Inc., made it possible to allow dancers to dance to-
gether in this historical event at only a little burden to the par-

ticipants.
East and West alike, let’s keep on dancing together.
Gung hey fat choy! —Wen Chiang

Bring a friend into the
World of Folk Dance—give
them a gift membership!
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Simply send a check Made out to the Folk |

Dance Federation for $35.00 with the name |

and address of the recipient to: .
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Marion Rose, 2315 Ravine Court,
San Jose, CA 95133-1226

Name |

Address

City Zip

From
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