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Sonia Dion and Cristian Florescu admire the quilt that Bobi Ashley and her crew of volunteers put

together as a gift from Stockton Folk Dance Camp. The art in the center of the squares are from T-shirts

from camps where they have taught. The original T-shirts were designed by Susan Gregory.
—Photo by Eileen Kopec

See the article by Eileen Kopec on pages 12 & 13
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President’s Message

BITS AND PIECES

PRESIDENT’S BALL DECEMBER 11. 2010

Do you have Saturday, December 11 on your calendar? I
announced this event way back in April, so you may have for-
gotten the details. That is the date of the President’s Ball
which will include an institute featuring six (count ‘em - SIX)
experienced dance teachers from Northern California, a ca-
tered dinner with live music, and an all-request dance party.

The Institute Committee (Judy Robinson, Marion Earl)
had the task of selecting the teachers with the guidelines that
(1) as many of the Northern California dancing populations be
represented and (2) age and gender balance be taken into con-
sideration.

The teachers for the President’s Ball Institute will be
(may we have a drum roll, please....), in alphabetical order,
and please hold your applause until all the names have been
read:

Barbara Bevan

Sacramento Area

Davida Munkres East Bay

Alan Rothchild South Bay
Marilyn Smith North Bay

Al & Teddy Wolterbeek Sierra Foothills

It is a pity we could not also include a teacher from San
Francisco or the Peninsula or the Eureka/Arcada area or the
Central Valley. There were plenty to choose from and apolo-
gies are extended to all teachers who were not included.

The schedule allows for only three hours of teaching (30-
40 minutes for each teacher) and the cut had to come some-
where. If this event proves successful, future institutes can
include teachers from areas missed this time around.

The teachers are in the process of selecting and submit-
ting dances to be taught and the Institute Committee will then
have the task of picking the dances (balancing for partner/non-
partner, ethnicity, difficulty, etc.) for the Institute. Once there
is something like a teaching schedule, that will be published in
Let’s Dance!

PAY YOUR DUES ON-LINE

I am proud to announce that the Folk Dance Federation
has added the ability to pay your dues and make donations
using your credit card through the Federation website and Pay-
Pal’s secure payment facility. This is a big step into the elec-
tronic age for our almost 60-year-old organization.

When you go to the Federation website
(www.folkdance.com) on the left side of the page, you will see
a link that reads “Join the Federation.” Below that you will
see “Renew Your Membership” and “Make a Donation.”
Those last two links take you to a page with two appropriately
labeled PayPal buttons.

Don’t worry! PayPal is a 100% secure site! Instead of an
“http” at the beginning the web page address, you will see
“httpS” - the “S” designating that the site has passed the rigor-
ous restrictions to qualify as a secure site. If you're still wor-
ried about making payments this way, you can always prepare
a check and mail it.

At the time this article was written, donations made to the
Federation are not fully tax-deductible, but that should be

changing soon (see below).

Also note that the dues levels have not changed - YET!
November 1 the dues increase will go into effect, so there is
still time to pay this year’s dues at the old rate!
S01(c)(3) - STILL WAITING!

I was hoping by now to be able to publicize the fact that
the Folk Dance Federation had officially become a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization. At the time I’'m writing this article, the
Federation has not yet crossed the finish line (which does
sometimes appear to be moving away from us!).

We initially submitted the application to the IRS back in
January, but had to resubmit in May because of a payment and
address mixup. Then in July the IRS informed us that we
needed to amend our Articles of Incorporation with two spe-
cific paragraphs. [We had the language in our Bylaws, but that
wasn’t good enough for the IRS!] A board meeting was held,
the amendments were made, and the Certificate of Amend-
ment was submitted to the Secretary of State for California for
their approval.

As of today, I am still waiting for the Secretary of State to
affix their stamp and mail the Certificate of Amendment of the
Articles of Incorporation back so that I can then forward that
document to the IRS. I believe (hope? pray?) that this is the
very last teensy piece of the puzzle that must be put into place
for the IRS to grant our application for 501(c)(3) status.

When that happens I am hoping that tax-deductible dona-
tions to the Federation will begin to flow, especially with that
donation, payable with a credit card, being a few clicks away
on our website.

And my quote for the month: There is no such thing as a
non-dancer. There are only people have not yet discovered
they can dance.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

PRESIDENT’'S BALL

Saturday, December 11, 2010
Veteran's Memorial Hall in Albany
1325 Portland Ave in Albany, CA

From the editor

Congratulations to Sonia Dion and Cristian Florescu (See Ei-
leen’s article on page 12). The wedding wasn’t the only big
news at Stockton.

Long time director of Stockton Folk Dance Camp, Bruce
Mitchell, announced that after next year, he would no longer
be in charge. I have never been to a Stockton camp when
Bruce wasn’t in charge and I have consistently enjoyed my
time there. He will be missed.

Jeff O’Conner will be the new director. Jeff is familiar to
us all and we wish him our best in his new endeavor.

This was the last camp for another friendly face in the
camp office—Jan Wright is going to retire as boss of the won-
derful office staff for the camp. We’ll miss the hugs!

Welcome new member

Marion Rose reports the following new member:
Karen Bennett
Toronto, Ontario

Let's Danece I—October, 2010, page three




October, 2010 Calendar of Events

We reserve the right to edit all submissions and assume no responsibility for accuracy
Send future events information to Gary Anderson, Editor, Let’s Dance!,
Box 548, Woodacre, CA 94973, e-mail: wildwood_press@comcast.net
The deadline for listings is one month prior to the magazine date.

Upcoming Events—

Oct. 3

Oct. 8

Oct. 15-17

*Fiesta de Sonoma Folkdance. Sunday. Veterans Memorial Bldg., 126 First St. West, Sonoma 1:30 -
4:30 p.m. Federation Board Meeting 11:00 a.m. with light luncheon. 707-546-8877; 415-925-9786.

Razzmatazz presents Marilyn Smith celebrating 40 years of teaching folk dance with a party on
Friday, Oct. 8 from 8 pm - 11 pm at the Santa Rosa Vets Memorial Building. 1351 Maple Ave. in
Santa Rosa. Marilyn will be playing tapes for the first hour with dances from all 4 decades. Then
Edessa (George Chittenden, Lise Liepman, Dan Auvil and Ari Langer) will play live music for the rest
of the evening. Admission is $10 for adults, $5 for high school students and children are free. Hope
to see you there. Come and celebrate with us

Camp Hess Kramer Workshop Weekend. Beverly Barr, Stockton Camp line dances; Andre
Montsion, Romanian, Greece, French Canadian; Loui Tucker, Stockton Camp and more. See ad in
this issue for more information and registration.

Nov. 26 & 27 59th Annual Kolo Festival, Croatian-American Cultural Center, Thanksgiving Weekend

Dec. 11

For a very exciting weekend of Balkan and Greek dance, music, culture and food, come to the 59th
annual Kolo Festival. It will be held at the Croatian-American Center, 60 Onondaga Ave.,

San Francisco, with dance and music classes, review sessions, live music, culture corners

and specialty food. Dance classes will begin at 9:20 Friday (doors open at 9:00); singing classes begin
at 11. Teaching dance will be Ahmet Luleci, Turkish; Yuli Yordanov, Bulgarian; John Filcich, (Kolo
Festival founder), kolos; Singing classes will be taught by Eva Primack. Party bands include: Trio Zu
lum, Bulgarian; Bill Cope and friends, Balkan; Agapi Mou, Greek and others.

*PRESIDENT’S BALL—What a blast this will be! An institute with six Northern California
teachers, a catered dinner with live music and an all-request dance party. 2:30 pm til 10:00 pm.
Saturday, December 11, Veteran’s Memorial Hall in Albany, 1325 Portland Ave in Albany, CA

Jan. 14 & 15,2011 *Heritage Festival Sponsored by the Peninsula Folk Dance Council. Evening Party on Friday.

March 4-6

March 26

Federation board meeting, Institute, dance party om Saturday. Community United Church, Elm at
Arroyo Sts. In San Carlos.

Camellia Festival. Lee Otterholt will be teaching Balkan dances and Marida Martin will be
teaching Scandinavian couple dances.

Save the date! The Balkan Plus Party is coming. This very popular annual event has reserved the
wonderful Masonic Hall in San Rafael. Make plans to come.

*Federation sponsored events.

Regular party and class listings are in the “Where to dance” pages in
the back of the magazine




- 13, Keshenavo

14.BaLa(P)

15. Ada's Kujawiak # 1

16. Ya da kalinushku lomala
17. Bonnie Cukoo

a 18. Request
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g 1. Liljano Mome 19.

2. Tex-Mex Mixer (P) 20.

3. Beale Street Blues 21.

% 4. Opinca 22.

- 5. Elizabeth Quadrille 23.

6. Request 24,

. 7. AtVa'Ani 25.

8. Oklahoma Mixer (P) 26.

9. Alexandrovska 27.

10. Somogyi Karikazo 28,

11. Picking Up Sticks 29.

12. Request 30.

Rumelaj

Bluebell Waltz (P)
Somewhere My Love
Cobankat

Belle O' Bon Accord
Request

Bepundak Katan
Niguno Shel Yossi (P)
Neapolitan Waltz
Shoror

MacDonald of the Isles
Request

Sunday, Oct.3, 2010
1:30 - 4:30 p.m.

31.
32.
33.
34.
35
36.
37
38.
38,
40.
41.
42,
43,
44,
45.
46.
47.
48.

Veterans Memorial Building
126 1st St. West, Sonoma, CA
Donation $ 8.00

Tfilati

La Bastringue (P)
La Golondrina
Linerender
Balmoral Strethpey
Request

Hora Nuntasilor
Tango Poquito (P)
Maple Leaf Rag
Hora Fetelor

Prince William
Request

Kohala Waltz
Mona’s Festvals (P)
Tango Campana
Joc de Leagane
Japanese Softshoe
Kvar Acharay Chatzot

Meeting: Federation Board at 11:00 a.m. Luncheon following.
Presented by the Redwood Council of Folk Dance Clubs
Sponsored by the Folk Dance Federatmn of CA, Inc.



FAMILIAR FACES

By Vick Vickland
Did you ever see someone who looks familiar, but you could-
n’t place them in your history? That happened to me 45 years
ago when my then 6 year old son & I went to a father/son
weekend camp. It was an active program, and we were going
from activity to activity. Another father looked familiar, but I
couldn’t place him. We didn’t have time to stop & talk, but in
passing I told him, “You look familiar. Have we met before?”
He responded that I looked familiar too, but he couldn’t place
me either. Next time we passed, I asked in what city he lived.
Nowhere near where I lived. At next passing, “Where did you
go to college?” That wasn’t it. After several more of these, we
finally found the connection. We went to the same junior high
school 15 years before.

That happened to a woman friend of mine at the recent
Jazz festival in Sacramento. She saw another woman, and
commented that she looked very familiar, and that she
“should” know her. “Why don’t you ask her who she is?”” “Oh,
I couldn’t do that. It would be too embarrassing. What would
she think of me for not remembering?” My friend is over 80
and embarrassed about her memory lost. She has commented
that in her 36 years of volunteering at the jazz festival, she
used to know almost every band member. Now she feels like
she doesn’t know very many of them. To me, the sad loss is
not of her memory, but of the chance to reacquaint herself
with an old friend.

It happened to Martha McCorkle at this year’s State-
wide in Sonoma. She saw another woman who looked famil-
iar, but again, she couldn’t place her in her history. As hard
as she tried, she couldn’t place her, and didn’t even know if
she had known her before.

It also happened to Natalie Hicks at the Winery tour
after Statewide. She saw another woman who looked vaguely
familiar, but again, wasn’t sure whether it was someone she
had known, or whether she just reminded her of someone
else. As we were wine tasting, she asked the person next to
her, “Do you know who that reddish haired woman is? I feel
like T know her, but I don’t know where, somewhere out of
my distant past.” Her neighbor responded, “I think her name
is Martha.” She asked, “Does anyone know her last name?”
“McCorkle” was the response. “Anyone know her maiden
name?” Someone called Martha over. Natalie asked her, “Did
you ever live in Boonville or Richmond?” It turned out that
they went to SF State, lived in the same dorm and used to
folkdance in the dorm basement together. They used to com-
mute together with a couple of other people to International
House in Berkeley for folk dancing. There were screams,
hugs, tears and reminiscences as these old friends renewed
their friendship from 40 years past.

The moral of the story is ... Oh you know: ASK! Don’t
miss a chance to renew an old friendship. Even if you have
never met the person before, it is a chance to find a new
friend.

(_ome to the [President’s PHall !

Saturday, December 11, 2010

Doors open 2:00 PM

Institute 2:30-5:30 PM

Catered Dinner 5:30-7:00 PM
Dance party 7:00-10:00 PM

Veteran’s Memorial Hall in Albany
1325 Portland Ave in Albany, CA

Details about the Institute teachers and pricing

coming soon!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
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Council & Club Clips

BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS. It is not too late to join the
New Beginners Class on Thursdays. Everyone is welcome.
Join the lively class led by the energetic teachers, Claire and
Al George from 7:30 to 9:30 pm. at Live Oak Park Social Hall
on Shattuck Ave. at Berryman, Berkeley. It will be $30 for the
month of October. Contact Claire & Al at 510-841-1205 or
alexjgeorge@yahoo.com.

Reva Ward, a former beloved BFD teacher, has gener-
ously donated her costumes. So BFD will have a Costume
Sale and A PARTY on Friday, October 22. Reva is a pro-
fessional seamstress and many of the outfits are carefully re-
searched and beautifully hand-made. There are even some
matching couple outfits! Come peruse her collection and buy,
buy, buy. We are extending our normal all-request dance night
an extra hour so you will be able to get a lot of dancing in.
The sale and party will be from 7:45 to 10:30 pm at the above
address at the usual price of free to members and $5 for non-
members. Contact Barbara Conheim at 510-548-3127 or Mary
Anderson 925-254-6940, —Naomi Lidicker

"Leading a folk dance is like running a company for three
minutes. You want to show off and do well, and yet you fear
utter public humiliation." -- Kevin Budd

"Folk Dancer” May 2008, published by Ontario Folk Dance
Association

Sacramento International Folk Dance and Arts Counecil—
Kabile, the renowned traditional Bulgarian Band performs on
October 13, 2010 at the YLI Hall, 1400 27th Street in Sacra-
mento. The concert is followed by Bulgarian dancing with live
music by the band. Suggested donation is $10. For more infor-
mation: Toba (916)371-4441 or toba.goddard@gmail.com
—Barbara Malakoff

Psst - pass the word:

All the syllabi for Stockton Folk Dance Camp - from 1948 to
the present - have been scanned and are now available in PDF
format at www.folkdancecamp.org. There is a link on the left
side of the Home page.

This is an absolute gold mine of fascinating historical
information! Along with the syllabi you will also find a his-
tory of Stockton Folk Dance, a charming letter sent to campers
in 1950 (the third annual!), and an alphabetical master list of
dances taught.

Looking for a contra to call, a new mixer, dance nota-
tions for an old favorite that, 40 years later, you cannot seem
to piece together, all the various dance notations for a particu-
lar dance, castanet lessons? Now you have a place to go....

—Loui Tucker, Stockton Committee

CRUISE and Dance with Beverly & Irwin Barr
through the PANAMA CANAL

“JOIN US FOR A NON-STOP GREAT TIME WITH ALMOST DAILY FOLK DANCING”
15 Days, 14 Nights---Dec. 4 -18, 2010
Norwegian Cruise Line’s Popular Norwegian Star

“FASCINATING ITINERARY?” - Sailing from Miami to Los Angeles.
Cruise from Miami to Cartagena Columbia (South America); Daylight Transit through the Pa-

nama Canal: Puntarenas. Costa Rica (Central America); Huatulco; Acapulco; Cabo San Lucas;

Los Angeles
"INCREDIBLE REDUCED PRICES” Per Person /Double Occupancy

Cabin Types:

Interior Obstructed Ocean View Full Ocean View Balcony

Per Person/ dbl  $899 $999

$1099 $1399

PLUS: $500 Per Person for Port Charges, Government Taxes and Fees.
(Optional): $384 - Airfare & 1 Night Miami Hotel (or use your own air)

BONUS: A BIG FOLK DANCE PARTY with the Florida Folk Dancers
13 Nights Deluxe Cruise : All Meals & Entertainment & Lots of Folk Dancing

Refundable Deposit of $400 due NOW!!
Space is really limited — Don’t Delay — Book Now

Contact BEVERLY or IRWIN at 310-202-6166 or 310-478-4659
dancingbarrs@yahoo.com

Let's Dance—October, 2010, page seven




LET S DANCE TOGETHEFI

A Historical Event in Los Angeles
By Wen Chiang

We made it! It was a historical moment! More than 70
Chinese from Taiwan (current residents living in the Los An-
geles area but originally from Taiwan) and close to 30 non-
Chinese international folk dancers enjoyed dancing together at
the Cerritos Folk Dancers” anniversary party on June 20, 2010.
The dancers came from at least ten dance groups that are con-
ducted in Mandarin and nine or ten English-speaking groups.

To understand the significance of this historical event,
some background information in the following sections would
be helpful.

Folk Dance in Taiwan

The United States has the largest population in the world
doing international folk dance. Asian countries all have their
individual national or regional dances, and very few Far-East
regions have people doing international folk dance as a recrea-
tional activity except Taiwan, Japan, Hong Kong, and Singa-
pore, where there are many groups of international folk danc-
ers.

People in Taiwan were first exposed to international folk
dance in 1957 when Rickey Holden came from Texas and
introduced thirty dances, including Mayim Mayim and Shibo-
leth Basadeh, to elementary school teachers at Taipei Interna-
tional House. Holden went to Taiwan a second time in 1960
and introduced twelve more dances. In 1963, another Ameri-
can, Josephine Kidd, taught about ten dances in Taichung.
Since then, folk dancing spread throughout Taipei.

When I entered the college, I joined the international folk
dance class in Taipei Inter-national House. Soon, I was in the
ensemble led by Ching-Shan Chang, the only international
folk dance ensemble at that time. I taught dances in the college
and demonstrated dances in Taipei International House. In my
last summer vacation, when both Ching-Shan Chang and
Chang Shong Yang were drafted to the Reserve Officers’
Training Corps (ROTC) service, I led the ensemble to do
training and to perform folk dance shows at night clubs.

After I graduated and left for the United States for further
studies, I lost the contact with my folk dance friends in Tai-
wan. I learned later that folk dance activities became a favorite
activity among many young people in Taiwan. At its prosper-
ous period in the 1970s, one could easily join a dance event
every day. These days people in Taiwan are not as crazy about
folk dances as they were thirty years ago, but there are still
many dance organizations and dance events everywhere.
Dancers can practice many days a week in many places.

Taiwanese Folk Dance Groups in America

The “Taiwanese folk dance groups™ or “Chinese folk
dance groups” I talk about in this article all communicate in
Mandarin in their activities. More than 90% of their members
are originally from Taiwan.

Years ago, many Taiwanese students came to the U.S. for
advanced studies. Upon graduation, many of those students
remained in the U.S. and are now members of their local Chi-
nese folk dance associations. To my understanding, there are a
few Mandarin-speaking folk dance clubs in Vancouver, Can-
ada, a few in Seattle, Washington, about six groups in San
Jose, many in the Los Angeles area, and some in Fremont, San
Diego, Dallas, and elsewhere.

Chinese Folk Dance Groups in the Los Angeles Area

Since 1998, when the first Chinese folk dance group
formed in Los Angeles, many Chinese folk dance classes have
been organized in the area. [The second didn’t form until
2002, but then many more sprang up one by one.] Once I
counted seventeen active Mandarin-speaking folk dance clubs
mostly in Los Angeles County. That number has remained
constant, more or less, over the years. Most of the participants
are originally from Taiwan. Like Chinese folk dance groups in
other parts or the world, they do the dances popular among
dancers in Taiwan.

Some of the Chinese folk dance groups maintain close
relationships with other groups on the West Coast. Some of
dancers in the Los Angeles area participate in the parties held
in San Jose and Vancouver, and vice versa. However, except
for a few exceptions (some festivals and Stockton Dance
Camp) it is rare that any of these Chinese groups participate in
the activities of the local non-Chinese groups.

Cerritos Folk Dancers

Cerritos Folk Dancers (CFD), a new baby born on May 1,
2009, is taking a different path. They do not follow the trend
of dancing only those dances that are popular in Taiwan. They
do some old yet durable dances, some new dances learned
from recent camps and work-shops, and some dances done in
local American dance groups.

Most notably, we have had some participants who do not
speak or understand Mandarin. The instruction in the class had
been in Mandarin and was shifted to a bilingual approach a
few months ago.

Sue Chen and I have participated in many of the activities
in local non-Chinese groups and eagerly introduced dances
learned in those groups to Cerritos Folk Dancers. We also
have introduced Taiwanese dances to five American dance
groups in the southern California area and held a workshop in
Las Vegas. Our idea is to increase the communication among

Page eight, October, 2010—Let's Dance!



59th Annual Kolo Festival, Croatian
American Cultural Center,
Thanksgiving Weekend

For a very exciting weekend of Balkan and Greek dance, mu-
sic, culture and food, come to the 59th annual Kolo Festival,
Nov. 26 & 27. It will be held at the Croatian-American Center,
60 Onondaga Ave., San Francisco, with dance and music
classes, review sessions, live music, culture corners, and spe-
cialty food. Dance classes will begin at 9:20 Friday (doors
open at 9:00); singing classes begin at 11. Teaching dance will
be Ahmet Luleci, Turkish; Yuli Yordanov, Bulgarian; John
Filcich, (Kolo Festival founder), kolos; Singing classes will be
taught by Eva Primack. Party bands include: Trio Zulum-
Bulgarian, Bill Cope and friends, Balkan; Agapi Mou-Greek:
and others.

A pre-registration form and event schedule can be found
on the website, http://balkantunes.org/kolofestival. For volun-
teer/ work exchange inquiries, contact Jan Rains, sher-
pajmr@yahoo.com, 925) 682-3727; Band/ kafana informa-
tion, contact Bill Cope, bill@thecopes.com; and for other in-
formation, contact Jerry Duke, Festival Chair,
jeduke@sfsu.edu, or 415-759-5136. Pre-registration director is
Marion Earl, marionkearl@yahoo.com. The Croatian-
American Center is at 60 Onondaga Ave., San Francisco,
94112, corner of Alemany and Onondaga, three blocks from
the Balboa Park Bart station.

Chinese-speaking and non-Chinese-speaking dancers.
Cerritos Folk Dancers’ Anniversary Party

Cerritos Folk Dancers held their First Anniversary Party
on June 20, 2010. Those who attended the party witnessed a
historical moment: the gathering of so many Chinese and non-
Chinese folk dance groups! As mentioned above, there were
more than 70 dancers from Chinese groups and nearly 30
dancers from local non-Chinese groups. This represents a big
step on the road to “east-west mixing” a goal toward which
Sue Chen and I have been working.

The date of the party happened to be on Father’s Day, and
many participants needed to adjust their schedule in order to
attend. For instance, Beverly and Irwin Barr shortened their
family gathering at Woodland Hills and drove a long time to
attend our party. Some others also drove long distances from
Thousand Oaks, Claremont, Huntington Beach, and Laguna.
One dancer even brought her entire family of six to the party
before their Father’s Day dinner.

CFD members performed four dances in costume, Later,
there was a special performance by a belly-dance teacher,
Kristy Hatton. During the party, all kinds of delicious finger
food and beverages were available.

CFD’s President, Christine Wang, gave the representa-
tives of each folk dance group one CD and asked them to take
the CD back to their groups. The CD held the music files of all
seventy-two dances, covering twenty-seven countries or re-
gions, listed in the repertoire. Also included on the CD were
dance notations for about fifty dances (written in Chinese).

We will try our best to make improvements in our future
parties. We will certainly not pick Father’s Day or Mother’s
Day as the date! We wish dancers from different parts of the
world could mix and dance together as we did at this great
anniversary party.

Internet Conversation Anyone?

By Laura Douglass

I have very much enjoyed reading the recent articles sharing
opinions about dances, authenticity, attracting and keeping
new dancers, etc. I particularly enjoy it when one article in-
spires another on the same subject. But in this internet age,
waiting a whole month or two for a response is frustrating. In
addition, the formality of the magazine format may deter
many people from contributing their thoughts.

There is a place (a “forum”) on the internet where we
could engage in an on-line discussion of these topics. The fo-
rum has been operating for several years, it has volunteer
moderators who ensure that conversations are polite and on-
topic, and it is about dance. It is oriented towards partner
dancing such as ballroom, salsa, swing, and Argentine Tango,
both for competition and social dancing. I have checked with
the moderators, and they would welcome the contributions of
folk dancers, even though many of our dances are not partner
dances. In addition to communicating among ourselves, our
collective participation in the forum would introduce a com-
munity of other dancers to the concept of folk dancing, and
possibly generate some interest in our classes and events.

Before you can post, you have to register your “user
name” and password following the directions on the site.
Some people register under their real names, but most use
something like “folk dancer #1” (hint: choose a name and
password that are not difficult to type). A registered user starts
a “thread” by posting questions, information or opinions, and
other registered users respond. Sometimes it takes a little
while for a user’s first post to be processed because the mod-
erators have to make sure it’s not spam. The moderators will
also delete or edit posts that are offensive ... though they do
encourage a robust exchange of ideas.

Registration requires a valid email address. Your email
address is never shared with anyone, even other users. If users
want to communicate directly with you, they send “private
messages” that are forwarded through the site to your email
without identifying information.

Check it out at www.danceforums.com. If you feel in-
clined to post about folk dance, please start in the “General
Dance Discussion” section (as opposed to “Ballroom Dance”,
“Salsa”, etc.).

Fall 2010 Dance Class Sessions

with instructor Carol Friedman

International Folk Dancing at Herman Sons Hall, 860 Western
Avenue, Petaluma: Mondays 7-9:15 p.m., September 13-
December 13

International Folk Dancing at the Dance Palace, 503 B
Street, Point Reyes: Wednesdays 7:15-8:30 p.m., September
15-October 27; November 3-December 15

Ballroom Dance at the Dance Palace, 503 B Street, Point
Reyes: Wednesdays 6-7 p.m., Cajun: September 15-29; Cha
Cha and Rumba: October 13-27; Merengue: November 3-17

Everyone welcome — all ages, newcomers, beginners to
advanced dancers; no partner necessary. Come enjoy the
friendly atmosphere, great mix of dances and music, and the
wonderful wood dance floors at the Dance Palace and Herman
Sons Hall,
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ONCE EVERY FIVE YEARS -

KOPRIVCHTITSA
IN THE MOUNTAINS

By Toba Goddard

I have been to Kporivchtitsa in years where an every year fes-
tival is held. This tiny, 3,000 population, historic village
seems so sleepy and quiet during those times. It only comes
alive for a few hours of song and dance in the village square in
the afternoons and evenings.

I could not imagine 25,000 people descending on the
town! Of course, this year was different as I witnessed 25,000
people descending on the town!! People were in every hotel
room, including those summer rentals in villagers’ homes.
Since that is still not nearly enough room to house everyone,
there were official tent cities, and squatter tents pitched any-
where there was a spare square yard or two of space. The
river running through the town was dotted with tan, green and
orange tents,

Day ran into night and night into day with music, food
and drink flowing freely in the temporary tent cafes, the estab-
lished restaurants and the tent out croppers. Anyone with a
drum, gajda or other instrument provided an occasion for an
on the spot dance fest.

The real story takes place on the seven cement slabs used

Why You Should Join The Folk Dance Federation

Do you belong to a local church or synagogue? Do you
donate to Mothers Against Drunk Driving or Doctors
Without Borders? Did you join the Sierra Club?

Most of us typically give money to organizations
that are working toward shared goals. We participate
financially in order to support the work of others who
labor on our behalf. Whether they are trying to get leg-
islation passed to protect the California coastline, or
feeding the hungry at a soup kitchen, or fixing clef pal-
ates in South America, these groups all operate on do-
nations and grants.

The Folk Dance Federation is no different. The
Federation exists to promote folk dancing, to bring
more potential dancers into our dance halls, and to keep
current dancers informed and connected. The work the
officers and committee members do (in addition to pay-
ing annual dues) is all volunteer labor — from attending
meetings to maintaining the Federation website, from
processing membership checks to reviewing scholarship
and promotion grant applications, from writing articles
for Let’s Dance! to planning our major dance festivals
(the list could go on and on!).

If you are reaping the benefits of the efforts of the
Folk Dance Federation, you should consider becoming
a dues-paying member. The dues amount to about a
dime a day. Individual Membership is $35 per year;
Family Membership (two more dancers at the same
address) is $45. There is a membership application on
the Federation website at www.folkdance.com. Join
today!

Dancers demonstrating a Harvest Festival-—Photo by Toba Goddard

for stages in the mountains. A straight up, one mile hike gets
one there easily, or even with rest stops to look down on the
village and across the mountains. For two days from mid-
morning to late afternoon, the singing, dancing and ritual pres-
entations of many Bulgarian villages are non-stop. The vil-
lages send their best to the festival for performances which are
judged. The best of the best are invited to perform again on
the central stage on Sunday. Here you can see the “un-
polished”, village songs and dances unique to each area of
Bulgaria.

This year, in July, Bulgaria experienced an unusual
amount of rainfall, and though by the time of the Festival in
early August it was unseasonably hot and humid, rivulets of
water were still streaming down the mountain side adding
interest and challenge to walking around to see the perform-
ances. The main path was lined with vendors selling food,
drink, handicrafts and local chatchkes.

Back down in the village square at night, the “foreign”
stage had its share of performances. These were quite pol-
ished in contrast with the mountain performances. Songs as
arranged by such noted musicians as Philip Koutev were fre-
quently heard. And the dancing was choreographed by some
of the best...again a contrast with the one or two step patterns
of the village presentations.

After long days and nights, a room far from the goings
on was really welcome. I stayed at the Rai Hotel (Paradise
Hotel). Looking out of the window, a neighbor’s garden pro-
vided a great view and wonderful fresh air. The air and slight
sounds of music swept me to sleep.
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Happy dancers at Stockton

= E%%E — -

Yves and France Moreau explain their role as Godparents for Sonia
Dion and Cristian Florescu. See the article by Eileen Kopec on
the next page.

SFDC—Where are the guys"—Photo by Gary Anderson

Let's DaneceI—October, 2010, page eleven



Lye on Dance by Cileen
Stockton Folk Dance
Camp and the Wedding

By Eileen Kopec, eisiedancer@gmail.com
Week One — The Wedding

Driving down Pacific Avenue and turning into the beautiful
University of the Pacific campus for the start of Stockton Folk
Dance Camp always brings a feeling of eager anticipation. For
those of you who regularly attend camp, you know what I
mean. For those who have never attended, it is hard to convey
the endless array of classes, events, parties and after-parties
that contribute to the general air of camaraderie. This year
even more excitement than usual was palpable from day one
and continued to build throughout the week due to a very spe-
cial event: The Wedding.

Activities surrounding “the” event started early in the
week. On Monday the betrothed couple, Romanian dance
teachers Sonia Dion and Cristian Florescu, presented a very
special culture-corner in the Tiger Lounge. They wanted to tell
everyone about how they met and what to expect at the wed-
ding. What we didn’t know was that the initial idea for the
wedding was sparked two years ago after they hosted a mock
Romanian wedding banquet. Cristian kiddingly suggested that
the next time they have a real wedding. Ellie Weiner over-
heard him and thought that was the best idea ever and the
wheels started to turn. The rest of the hour was hysterical as
Sonia went on to tell the story of how Cristian came to Mont-
real and how they met in a performing dance troupe. Cristian
tried to tell his side of the story, but Sonia kept interrupting
with great hilarity.

When the laughter finally died down, Sonia got on to
more serious matters. Like the dress. She first looked for a
great Romanian outfit, but realized that a Romanian costume
was what she usually danced in and so the wedding would
seem too much like a performance to her. Then one day she
saw “the” dress on TV. The dress even has a name, “The Sky
Between the Branches”. Amazingly, Denise Heenan, her wed-
ding coordinator, was watching the same show and emailed
her about the same dress! It was obviously meant to be. And
where did she get it? San Francisco. Then last spring, after
coming out of a fitting on Maiden Lane, a woman was singing
opera on the street outside the shop. The beauty of the music
touched Sonia and Cristian. A few days later that same woman
serendipitously came to one of Sonia and Cristian’s work-
shops in the Bay Area. She was also a folk dancer!

Fun events continued throughout the week, including a
Mariachi Band at dinner one night and a Wedding Traditions
party on Wednesday night. One of the wedding traditions from
Turkey was done in the dark, with participants carrying lights.
Very beautiful. We were also lucky to have some dancing
wedding guests at camp who held workshops in the after-
noons, notably Yves and France Moreau and Roberto Bagnoli
(who was not quite at full speed due to recent knee surgery).
Suzanne Rocca-Butler, Lee Otterholt, John Filcich, Loui
Tucker, and Merilyn Gentry, who increased our poi ball skills,
also held workshops. And craftily, a wine and cheese recep-
tion was held before the weekly auction, loosening up people
for some lively bidding.

Throughout the week of classes, I could not believe how
calm and professional our bride and groom remained. They
taught wonderful dances with great grace and enthusiasm. I
think it’s safe to say their most popular dances were Ina Ina
and Made in Romania, a great party dance. All their other
dances were also creative and fun to do. I’ll get to the other
teachers later. But first the wedding.

After dance reviews on Saturday morning (not to worry —
Sonia and Cristian did their reviews on Friday), we all dressed
in our finest outfits (some in modern dress, some in Romanian
or other ethnic attire) and proceeded at around 2:30 PM to St.
Basil’s Greek Orthodox Church, only a few blocks from cam-
pus. We were blessed with nice weather, not the usual scorch-
ing Stockton heat. Welcoming us at the front door was our
fantastic band, California Kapela. Presiding was the Very
Reverend Constantin Lapustea and Deacon Florin Lapustea,
accompanied by The Choir of Holy Cross Romanian Orthodox
Church, San Jose, CA. France and Yves Moreau filled the
very important role of Godparents. The Honorary father of the
bride was Bruce Mitchell. Bridesmaids were Anne-Marie Le-
comte, Christel Verheyden and Ellie Wiener. Groomsmen
were Roberto Bagnoli, Radboud Koop and Ahmet Luleci.
Other notable attendees were the mother of the groom, Maria
Ion, and son and daughters of the bride and groom, Simon
Guerard, Valerie Guerard and Lucia Florescu.

The beautiful Orthodox ceremony was split into definite
sections. It started with the Prelude - the procession of the
bridal party, and continued with the Introduction, the Be-
trothal, the Crowning, the Scripture readings, the Joining of
Hands and Procession, the Final Blessing and the Recessional.
Need I say that the bride looked gorgeous, the groom was
handsome in his formal wear and the rest of the wedding party
performed admirably, including the candle and ring bearers,
the flower girls and the singing of Bob Harris.

After a group picture, we headed back to campus for a
courtyard reception, with music by California Kapela. Hors
d’oeuvres and champagne were served and the ceremony of
the bread was held. Luckily it was sunny (an advantage of
getting married in California), so Sonia and Cristian could see
the sun through the hole in the bread, bestowing a lifetime of
good luck. The reception was followed by the Banquet. Thank
you Jeff O’Connor and helpers. The food was truly delicious,
poached salmon cooked to perfection. Lenore Frigo and her
helpers need to be congratulated for all their hard work on the
decorations. Of course we had wedding cake for dessert —
decorated with ducks!

Speaking of ducks, last year Bobi Ashley gave us a
chance to participate in a fabulous gift for the wedding couple.
For people who wished to participate, she gave a piece of fab-
ric with a duck for us to individually decorate. The squares
were then combined along with the t-shirt designs of the years
Sonia and Cristian have been at camp and she turned them into
a gorgeous quilt. Yves and France gave the couple a creative
gift of a famous Moldovan accordion player, Sergiu Popa. He
was a surprise and presented at a lively after-party a few days
before the wedding. He played with the band for the next few
days through the weekend.

The evening was still young! It was time for the dance
party after the banquet! The priest was amazed that all these
guests (around 275) could do so many Romanian folk dances.
Hey — that’s what brought us all together. He was happily tak-
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