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to the City by the Bay and
the Annual Blossom Festival, Sunday, April 20th,
at the newly renovated Kezar Pavilion, Stanyan &
W a l l e r Streets. The Federation Assembly Meeting is
at 11:45 AM, fol lowed by a l igh t lunch served to the
delegates for $1.00. General Dancing, 1:30-5:30 PM, with
Exhibi t ions by the Royal Scottish Country Dancers, The
Von Konsky Dancers, Jim and Alice Fong, and Stela Alverado and
Jim McCoy. There wi l l be no admission charge. The evening w i l l
be free for you to enjoy our famous City.

Glimpses of early San Francisco: 65 years ago some 250,000
people crowded the jeweled city at the Panama Paci f ic Interna-
tional Exposition on February 20th, the opening day, on what is
now the Marina District. It stretched from the Lagoon and re-
bu i l t Palace of Fine Arts all the way to Van Ness Avenue. If
you have not stopped to see this lovely area, perhaps you w i l l
visit it on some special day. The Arboretum and Japanese Tea
Garden, and the Conservatory of Flowers in Golden Gate Park offer
a dazz l ing array of colorful blossoms to enjoy in this lovely
spring season. _ _ ^_

""" Lionofii



Blossom
Festival

April 20,1980
KEZAR PAVILION
STANYAN & WALLER STREETS

SAN FRANCISCO

Federation Meeting: 11:45 AM
Folk & Square Dancing: 1:30-5:30 PM

ALEXANDROVSKA
VRTIELKA CSARDAS
A TRIP To BAVARIA
LA BASTRINGUE (P)
SETNJA (L)
CORRIDO

SQUARES

SOMEWHERE NY LOVE
SANTA RITA
THE DOUBLE SIXSOME
SAN GILGEN FIGURENTANZ (P)
TINO MORI (L)
TEHUANTEPEC

SQUARES

BRANDISWALZER
EL GAUCHO TANGO
J.B, MILNE
To TUR
ORIJENT
GRAND SQUARE

EXHIBITIONS



SHEILA'S WALTZ
POLISH MAZUR
THE GARRY STRATHSPEY
DAS FENSTER (P)
YEDID NEFESH (L)
FOLSOM PRISON BLUES

SQUARES

ST. BERNARD WALTA
RUSSIAN PEASANT DANCE
SAUERLANDER QUADRILLE
TETON MOUNTAIN-STOMP (P)
HAMBO
ClULEANDRA

SQUARES

KOLO HOUR: 5:30 - 6:30

POZNAN OBEREK
MAIRIS WEDDING
LA ENCANTADA TANGO
STREET FAIR
LA GOLONDRINA
WALTZ (FREE STYLE)



ISRAELI FOLK DANCING "MADE IN AMERICA"

Yaacov Levy's reply to loav Ashriel on the subject of Israeli
folk dances "Made in America". Pome Machol magazine No 4 Sept.
1978. Translated from Hebrew by Israel Yakovee.

An open letter to my friend, Joav.

Your article on the subject of Israeli folk dancing "Made
in America" created a lot of attention among the Israeli folk
dance teachers in the U.S.A. It was the top subject when I was
there on my last tour in Los Angeles and San Francisco. After
reviewing this subject and after many discussions., I arrived at
the conclusion that your approach to the creation of Israeli
folk dances in the Diaspora is unjustified.

When an Israeli is out of the boundries of Israel for what
ever reason, he feels and yearns strongly for Israel. He des-
perately holds on to all memories that remind him of his experi-
ences in his own land. Our dances are like medicine for those
desires. If you only "knew how much they love our dances and
folklore, you would have seen everything in a different perspec-
tive. All Israeli dancing is done with great enthusiasm, while
striving for maximum perfection. The .dancers absorb the feel-
ing and the spirit of the dance. They try to per form it with all
its ethnic background, more than our dancers here in Israel.

About creating Israeli folk dances in the Diaspora. If
the ^creator was at first Israeli and he has grown up in Israet, ,
then his dances and the music by which he creates his dances,
carry a love and yearning for Israel and implication of child-
hood experiences. It'is almost impossible to say that we' 'cannot
consider them Israeli dances. There are so many dances that
were created in Israel where their so-called "Israeli" origin is
doubtful.

In my opinion, the creation, of Jewish folklore in the Dias-
pora, is a very important chain creating a bridge of communica-
tion between Israel and the Jewish people in the Diaspora. It
creates a love for Israel for all the dancers even the "Goiyim".'
The non-Jewish dancer that goes to dance in various places is
absorbing the spirit of Israel. I have many stories from beauti-
ful projects and institutes, where there was great emphasis on
Israel and its beauty. Maybe in the next issues one of our in-
structors in the Diaspora will "Dare" to write about it.

In my opinion we should praise the desires of an instruc-
tor to want to create dances in the Diaspora, in the spirit of
Israel. We need to adopt their creations. If a dance will ab-
sorb in Israel, it. may -bring good, if not, its premiere will be
like many other Israeli dances that disappeared as though they
never existed. There is a need to support the instructors in
the Diaspora. They are our best ambassadors. There is not any
one who could do the job of presenting Israel's love better
than they are doing. Yaacov Levy
*Creator (choreographer) /,



A Moment of Concern
FEDERATION FESTIVALS

Many people do not understand Federation Festivals. Cer-
tainly there are many festivals each year, but just what is a
Federation Festival?

Brief ly, a Federation Festival is a festival where a Fed-
eration Assembly meeting is he ld . One Assembly meeting is he ld
each year in each local Council and also at the Treasurer's Bal l
in November or December. This gives all Federation members a
reason to visit each Council onceayear and also gives everyone
a chance to visit an Assembly meeting in his own area. . Federa-
tion members are urged to attend (everyone is welcome) and Of-
ficers and Chairmen present reports. Certain business, such as
elections, are conducted, however, the principal benefit is com-
municat ion . Financial affairs are conducted at Board meetings
which are held as necessary. Assembly meetings are usua l ly held
at 11:45 AM on Sunday morning. Fo l lowing is the list of Federa-
tion Festivals:

MONTH

January
February

March
April
July

September
October
November or
December

FESTIVAL

San Jose Festival
Festival Of The Oaks
Camel l ia Festival
Blossom Festival
Fun In Marin
Fiesta de Sonoma
Fresno Festival

Treasurer's Ball

COUNCIL

Peninsula
Greater East Bay
Sacramento

San Francisco
Marin
Redwood

Fresno

Various Locations



Traditions
The traditions of any person or group of people are often

lost in time with changes in l i v ing habits brought about by the
constant improvement i n the avai labi l i ty of the material things
of life. The simple fact that almost everything we need in our
daily lives can be purchased at the corner market w i l l change
our habits and traditions. Our attitude concerning the care we
take of our personal belongings and therefore our whole outlook
on l i fe is affected.

Often the old traditions wi l l creep back into our lives.
This wi l l usually occur at holiday times. A look at what the
family does at such a time may reveal some of the background of
the family. One way in which we can find the traditions is at
a family dinner. The fact that the family meets together at a
certain place or does a certain thing may be traditional. What
is served and prepared may also be traditional with the family
or even for the whole culture. A turkey dinner at the home of
the patriarch is in itself an American tradition at Thanksgiv ing .

We recently had the opportunity to discuss the traditional
French Country Easter Dinner with Henriette Usaurou and found
it interesting to note the more or less typical French f la i r
for good food and fine preparation. Here is what she prepares
for her Easter Dinner; it all comes from a long history of fam-
ily tradition.

A FRENCH COUNTRY EASTER DINNER
as told by Henriette Usaurou

LEG OF LAMB pierced with slivers of garlic, spr inkled with
salt and pepper and slowly roasted in the oven. The excess fat
is trimmed, but the juices are retained for a marvelous brown
gravy, some of which may be added to the beans or the vegetables
for that extra flavor.

NAVY BEANS prepared with ham-hocks and chopped onions with
finely chopped parsley and enough consume or chicken broth to
complete the cooking process. Some of the leg of lamb juices
may be added just before serving in order to add that little
bit more flavor.

GREEN BEANS are selected especially for this dinner. They
must be extreemely tender, the very youngest of beans would be
used if avai lable , but if not, then the most tender beans you
can buy. "Julien" them to long slender strips. They should be
steamed, perhaps in a little consume or juices from the leg of
lamb, with butter and finely chopped parsley added. A little
salt and pepper to taste. If really tender green beans are not
avai lable , then fresh young garden peas wi l l do.

LETTUCE SALAD served plain with French Dressing or oil and ,
vinegar, with some spices. The salad is often served after the i
main course.




































































