
















Lucile Czarnowski 
Lucile Czarnowski received the Heritage award of the Nation­

al Dance Division at the eighty-third conference of the Ameri­

can Association of Health. Physical Education and Recreation. 
It is the first time the honor has been given to a person who 
has spent their teaching career on the West Coast. and to one 
whose interests have encompassed all forms of dance. 

On March 30• Lucile was honored at a luncheon in St. Louis. 
Missouri. Dance friends and educators from all over the United 
States were present at the luncheon• and many who were not able 
to attend participated through their contributions to a Memory 
Book which was assembled and presented to Lucile by Miriam Lid­
ster. 

Through the efforts of Vivian Woll• Marguerite Clapp• Jack 
McKay• June Day Mullen and many others• pictures dating back to 
Lucile's first teaching assignment• and to her first years in 
college were reproduced for the book. With material gleaned 
from friends• resource files. and letters. a "flDl" backgro\Dld 
introduction of Lucile's work in dance was reconstructed for 
the presentation. This included excerpts from letters and two 
tapes• which had been made by Ace Smith• at the Fresno reunion• 
and by Vera Holleuffer. at a meeting of members of the 1931 ma­
jor class at the University of California. 

We in folk dance have always claimed Lucile as our own spec­
ial West Coast person• but did you know that she began her 
teaching career in the elementary schools of San Diego? At the 
Florence School she taught a primary grade• and physical educa­
tion in grades one to eight inclusive. Lucile received·her 
first teaching certificate at San Diego State Teachers College• 
but soon went on to receive her A.B. degree at the University 
of California. Berkeley. And in the early 30's she went to the 
University of Wisconsin for her M.S. degree. Up to this time 
she was the only student permitted to receive a Master's degree 
in the Dance Major of the Physical Education Department at Wis­
consin• who had not taken the \Dlde?'graduate work in the Dance 
Major of the University. 

Lucile's activities ove?' and beyond her classroom work were 
many. We have also known her as one of the first presidents of 
the Folk Dance Federation of California. She was very instru­
mental in the ea?'ly days of the Federation in the st?'ucturing 
of the Resea?'ch Committee. and uncle?' he?' leadership championed 
the publication of five volumes of "Folk Dances fl'Om Near and 
!!!:•" With her teaching at the University of the Paciffo Folk
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