












MANY SONGS1 MANY DANCES - PART II (continued)

nationalities found in the United States reflect the inherent 
spirit of good will of our people toward others, OUI' honest 
striving toward complete democracy and our significant progress 
in the elimination of social prejudices! Above all in import­
ance is the fact that folk legacies, if deeply rooted and true, 
do reflect the common denominators. 

During World War II, when the National Festival moved to 
Philadelphia,the Order of the Sons of Italy sponsored the event 
at a time when Italy was an enemy nation. German dancers from 
Chicago took part in the Festival when Germany was our enemy. 
The American Negro was presented on the National Folk Festival 
stage in St. Louis, Chattanooga, and Dallas -- the first time 
Negroes and whites had been presented on the same stage in the 
southern states. The nature of the Festival made that logical, 
even at a time when the great Negro concert artiste, Marian An­
derson I was prohibited from singing in the privately owned Con­
stitution Hall in Washington, D.C. Jewish groups said that they 
felt more at home on National Folk Festival stages in St. Louis 
than they had in any other place outside of Israel. Japanese­
Americans had an important place on a National Folk Festival 
program the year after our war with Japan ended. 

Trinidad and Tobago and Haiti sent representatives to the 
twenty-seventh annual National Folk Festival in Covington, Ken­
tucky, in 1964 al)d were welcomed with warmth as performing art­
ists and (more significantly) as highly respected human beings 1 

at a time when I to our sorrow I national and racial tensions 
have not been completely eased in .some parts of our land. Part­
icipants have I over the years I developed friendship and respect 
for the individual performers, regardless of race, creed, color 
or nationality.. That same respect and recognition is carried 
over to the group or race I making the Festival an important 
bridge to understanding among our various races and nationali­
ties. The National Folk Festival has blazed many new trails in 
bettering race relations. 

We do not pretend to have solved all the problems I but there 
can be little doubt that a foundation has been laid which our 
American nations might well use in the promotion of unity and 
solidarity at a time when understanding and common bonds and 
goals are much needed. To encourage such efforts I plans are be­
ing considered for an Inter-American Folk Festival demonstrat­
ing the common cultural ties among the nations that make up our 
hemisphere. An old Arab proverb says 1 "Let us keep our tents 
separate and bring our hearts together. 11 

A Festival, of the Ameiticas 

A Festival of the Americas is the dream of many I one that 
serves the countries of the Western Hemisphere as the first In­
ternational Festival and Conference in London served Europe, 
especially, and·even wider areas. 
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