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Federation Festivals
SEPTEMBER 20, SUNDAY Lodi

Lodi Armory, Lawrence Park
Chairman: Alyce Naas. 8th Annual Folk
Dance Festival in conjunction with Lodi
Grape Festival and National Wine Show.
Hosts: Lodi Folk Dancers. Council meeting:
12:30— Lodi Armory. Dancing: 1:30-5:30,
Lawrence Park Baseball Field; 7:30-10:30
p.m., Lodi Armory.

SEPTEMBER 27, SUNDAY Whittier
Chairman: Forrest Gilrnore. Palm Park
El Rancho Drive, north of Broadway. An
early Fall festival hosted by Whittier Co-

Regional Festivals

operative Folk
12:30. Dancing,

Dancers. Council meeting
2 to 6 p.m.

OCTOBER 24, SATURDAY Long Beach
Municipal Auditorium

Chairman: Virgil McDougle. The fifth annual
Folk Dance Festival presented by the Sil-
verado Folk Dancers. Dancing 7 - 1 1 p.m.

OCTOBER 25, SUNDAY Fresno
Memorial Auditorium

Chairman: W. F. "Wat" McGugin. Council
meeting 12:30-1:30; Dancing 1:30-5:30; In-
ternational Food Market.

NOVEMBER 15, SUNDAY Sacramento
Chairman: Bill Devore Municipal Auditorium
Hosts: Wagon Reelers.

NOVEMBER 15, SUNDAY Los Angeles
Veterans' Memorial Bldg.,

Overland and Culver Blvd.
Hosts: Berendo Folk Dancers.

SEPTEMBER 20, SUNDAY Auburn
Hosts: Loomis Levis and Laces. Held along
with Auburn Fair. Dancing on cement pa-
vilion from 7 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 25, FRIDAY Santa Barbara
Dancing 8 - 1 1 p.m. McKinlay School

SEPTEMBER 27, SUNDAY San Francisco
Glen Park Recreation Center, Chenery and
Elk Sts. Hosts: Portola Bailadores and Mis-
sion Dolores Belles and Beaux. Sponsored by
S. F. Park and Recreation Dept. and S. F.
Folk Dance Council. Dancing from 1:30-5:30.

SEPTEMBER 27, SUNDAY Sonoma
Plaza and Veterans' Memorial Auditorium

Hosts: Val!ey-Of-The-Moon Swingers Annual
Sonoma Vintage Festival. Afternoon dancing
will be on the tree-shaded lawn of the his-
toric Piaza and the evening party will be
in the new Veterans' Memorial Auditorium,
three blocks north of the Plaza.

SEPTEMBER 27, SUNDAY Roseville
Royer Park

7 p.m. Hosts:Second annual Picnic Festiva
Centennial Swingers.

OCTOBER 4, SUNDAY Santa Cruz
Civic Auditorium

Chairmen: Don Ronk, Bob Baker. Hosts: San-
ta Cruz Breakers. Pro-festival party Satur-
day at Mission High School, 8 to I I p.m.
Sunday dancing 'i-.1C.-5-.30 and 7:30-11.

OCTOBER 4, SUNDAY Vallejo
Naval and Marine Training Center,

Ft. of Sonoma Boulevard
Sunnyside Folk Dancers host their fifth an-
nual festival.



Your Host Cities
WHITTIER

by FORREST GILMORE

Don't forget to set your clock back Sunday, September
27, as daylight-saving time ends, so you'll get to the Whittier
Festival at the right time. However, if you get there early
(accidentally or on purpose) you'll find shady park benches,
picnic tables, and even sinks and gas stoves—but bring your
own food.

Whittier hosted the fifth Southern California Folk
Dance Festival back in 1946, but, due to difficulties in find-
ing a large enough hall, has not had one since. This time
we will be dancing on the grass in Palm Park, which may
be reached by driving out Whittier Blvd., turning north on
Norwalk Blvd. and then turning east on El Rancho Dr. If
you come by way of Beverly Blvd., angle south on Palm Ave.
at the fountain and park by the swimming pool. (P.S: Pos-
sibly the pool will be open for a dip before or after the
dance.)

Your hosts will be the Whittier Cooperative Folk Danc-
ers, a club founded by dancers who first started folk danc-
ing in Whittier in 1943. In those early days Whittier was
a small town surrounded by orange groves; now it is sur-
rounded by housing tracts and the population has more than
tripled. The Whittier group meets on the first and third Sat-
urdays of each month, usually at Dexter School, one block
east of Palm Park. In addition they sponsor beginners' class-
es; a new series will probably be started in October.

A program of the folk dances most popular in Southern
California is planned, including two sets of American squares.

(Continued on Page Twelve)

LODI
by ALYCE NAAS

The Folk Dance Federation of California "comes home"
on September 20 when the next Federation Festival is pre-
sented in Lodi, for it was in Lodi that the Federation was
born.

The Lodi Folk Dancers will come of age on the same
date, when we sponsor our first Federation Festival. We are
proud that our organizer and first instructor, Henry "Buzz"
Glass, had the foresight and vision to invite representatives
of the other folk dance clubs organized at that time to a
festival in Lodi on Sunday, May 3, 1942, to form an asso-
ciation of folk dance clubs. From that small beginning of
150 dancers from just ten clubs have come, in eleven short
years, our present-day festivals with thousands of dancers
from nearly three hundred clubs belonging to the Federation.

We Lodi Folk Dancers are proud of being charter mem-
bers of the Federation and of the fact that "Buzz." our teach-
er, became the first president of that organization, with his
wife, Frances, a local girl and a member of our club, as its
first secretary.

It w7as a dark day for us when the Glasses moved to Oak-
land, but Duke and Mary Nepote stepped in to act as instruc-
tors, with Grace Nossek taking over in periods when they
were not living in Lodi. For the past two years our teacher
has been Vernon Kellogg of Sacramento, and we are look-
ing forward to having him with us every Wednesday during
the next school year, starting on September 2.

For two years the Lodi Folk Dancers have belonged to
(Continued on Page Ten)

Square Dances
SEPTEMBER 26-27 Guerneville

Murphy Ranch
Square Dance Callers' Association of North-
ern California hold two-day Institute.

OCTOBER 25, SUNDAY
Square Dance Callers' Association meeting.

Other Events
SEPTEMBER 13, SUNDAY

State
Sacramento

Fair Grounds
State Fair Festival. Folk dancers in costume
admitted free. Dancing 6-10 p.m.

OCTOBER 23, 24, 25 Fresno
Memorial Auditorium

Raisin Harvest Festival. Opening party Fri-
day evening, 8 - 1 2 p.m. Folk and Square
Dancing.

SATURDAY EVE. AND SUNDAY AFTERNOON
Memorial Auditorium

Saturday 8-12. Sunday 1:30-5:30. Food mar-
ket at both. Closing party at Roeding Park
Pavilion Sunday eve., 8 - 1 1 p.m. Institute
Saturday afternoon at the Old Auditorium.

Teachers' Institutes
SEPTEMBER 13, SUNDAY Oakland

Oakland High School
Chairman: Mickey McGowan. Dancing from
I to 5 p.m.

NOVEMBER 8, SUNDAY Oakland
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Photo by James Tracy of San Fran-
cisco, noted Folk Dance photographer.
"Dancing on the Green," taken at a
recent Festival.
NOTICE

All information concerning dates and an-
nouncements of Festivals, Regional or Federa-
tion, must be sent to the Calendar Editors,
Frank Moore (North) or Betty Hicks (South)
in order to appear on these pages.

Photo from an original water color

by Joe Stahley of Los Angeles made on

the spot at the Danish Festival at Sol-

vang, California. Not being able to

reproduce in color does little justice to

Joe Stahley's wonderful water color.



Minnie Anstine (vice president, south) and Dr. Max Krone, on the
Alpine horn, an authentic instrument made in Zurich, Switzerland, for
the ISOMATA (Idyllwild School of Music and the Arts). Used by the

shepherds in the Alps for sending messages from peak to peak.
Photo by Lee M. Smith

On a beautiful pine-covered mountain,
situated in the San Jacinto Mountains,
is the charming community called Idyll-
wild. This is where the Folk Dance
Federation, South, chose to hold its first
Folk Dance Workshop. In this setting,
below the magnificent Taquitz Rock, one
could get the most happines, inspiration
and fun which is so necessary to the
real appreciation of folk dancing and
the related arts. The atmosphere and the
spirit of friendliness, which is so preva-
lent in this lovely community, seem to
give one the awareness of the things that
are real and true in life.

"Isomata" has so much to offer that
the folk dancers were torn between their
two loves, folk dancing and the classes
of arts and crafts. The trails and roads
buzzed with excitement as the folk danc-
ers and students performed the Leap!
Run! Run! and Push steps to and fro
from the various studios in an effort to
get everything in. Then to be awarded
at the end of the session with an ice
cold drink or ice cream cone, served by
Mrs. Ruth Jordan, a young lady with
a contagious smile!

Most interesting classes of costuming
were taught by Ellamarie Wooley; cer-
amics and enameling taught by Jackson
Wooley; sculpturing by the charming
little Mrs. Lora Steere; delightful music
led by the vivacious Beatrice Krone;
hand looming taught by Mrs. Lucille
Hird, and the most inspiring Intercul-
tural Art classes were taught by the
lovely Ataloa, who has a most unusual
and magnetic personality. Ataloa, who
is from the Chickasaw Indian Tribe,
gave much of the background of Indian
Tribes. Her talks were of superior qual-
ity and were most inspiring.

After a hard day's work, many folk
dancers joined the community to listen
to the delightful folk songs of Josef and
Miranda and then to the wonderful
swimming pool at Four Chimneys. In
the evenings, the clay was climaxed with

a program at the Town Hall or a festi-
val in the village where the townspeople
congregated to watch. It was quite ex-
citing to see Dr. Max Krone, dressed in
authentic Swiss regalia, blow a tune on
the large authentic Alpine horn. Only in
Idyllwild could all these wonderful
things be possible.

The Dunsings, Gretel and Paul, from
Chicago, added so much to the atmos-
phere when they presented their pro-
grams of dances and music on the Re-
corders (a flute-like instrument blown
like a whistle). Lovely and gracious Lu-
cile Czarnowski presented many Early
California dances. Others on the teach-
ing staff were Paul Erfer, Carolyn
Mitchill and Wilma Graesch.

The delightful and picturesque Four
Chimneys, with its beautiful cabins and
swimming pool,- was the site of much
activity three times daily (meal time).
Under the efficient and pleasant super-
vision of Mrs. Jeanne Merrill, Registrar
of Four Chimneys.

It was refreshing to have the teen-
agers serve, after watching and dodging
them during the day, on the lovely Bow-
man Arts grounds among the huge rocks
for Midsummer Night's Dream. Another

ISOMATA

The Idyllwild Story

By MINNIE ANSTINE,
Vice President, Federation. South

fine feature of Idyllwild is that while the
parents are busy with their different
folk dance classes, their children are
also enjoying similar activities, directed
by Mrs. Barbara Lee Johnson. At the
evening affairs, they display an exhibi-
tion of their achievements along with
the adults.

Josef and Miranda have won the love
of all the folk dancers by the sincerity
and generous contribution of folk songs.
An example of their generosity; they in-
vited the entire staff and students of
Isomata to a picnic lunch held on the
site of their new home. After distribut-
ing the outdoor prizes (because there
was no door) they sang many folk songs
to entertain the several hundred in at-
tendance. Dr. Rufus Knight, of the
Kaper Kutters, was one of the lucky
folk dancers to receive a prize. George
Hicks, son of Harvard Hicks, won the
grand outdoor prize. (The prizes were
for those who brought the most prized
stones for the future fireplace.)

Those who attended "Isomata" this
year have much to take home and those
who were unable to attend must have
"Isomata" on their agenda tor 1954.

Ellamarie Wooley and her folk costume class
Photo by Lee M. Smith
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STOCKTON
College of the Pacific
FolK Dance Camp

by PEG ALLMOND

The long queue of people who stood
waiting to register for the Sixth Annual
Folk Dance Camp at the College of the
Pacific underwent a metamorphosis that
was interesting to watch. They looked
so cool and well groomed as they signed
up and paid up, but by the third day,
classes with various folk and square
dance teachers on the faculty began to
take effect.

Vyts taught, among other dances, a
"sitting down" Hawaiian dance, done
with puili, or bamboo sticks—so puili
were in evidence everywhere.

Grace Ferryman taught crafts—both
embroidery and leather—so everywhere
the women were doing satin stitch on
Swedish pockets, and cross stitches on
Hungarian and Polish belts. Bright col-
ored wools gleamed everywhere, people
laced sandals as they listened to lectures
and embroidered while they stood in
line waiting for the dining room door
to open.

Bob Hagar of Tacoma taught Ameri-
can Indian Crafts, Indian dance
rhythms, lariat rope rhythms—and be-
fore these pseudo cowboys and cow-
girls could learn to twirl a rope they
first had to make a leather honda and

Faculty at Idyllwild—front row, left to right, Ataloa, Indian crafts;
Gretel Dunsing, folk dancing; Miranda and Josef Marais, folk songs;
Wilma Graech and Paul Erfer, folk dancing. Rear, Lucile Czarnowski,

Carolyn Mitchill and Paul Dunsing, folk dancing.

mount the rope in it. All over the lawns
in every free minute they practiced.

The folk who didn't go in for crafts
busily practiced Kolo steps so they
could keep up with John Filcich, who
did a wonderful job on Yugoslavian
and Grecian line dances.

The program this year was sparked
with theory classes—and they were
heavily attended. The Dunsings gave a
course in Fundamental Body move-
ments; Lucile Czarnowski taught a
course called Teaching Progressions of
Basic Steps; Madelynne Greene taught
Techniques of Teaching Folk Dance
Steps; the Square Dance Department
featured an Advance Calling Theory
Workshop, and a class in Program and
Square Dance Design.

Every available room was used for
workshops in dances given by Lucile
Czarnowski, "Buzz"' Glass, Walter
Grothe, Sally and Lawton Harris, the
Dunsings, Madelynne Greene, Vyts Be-
liajus and the new members of the staff,
Val Hermann and Gordon Tracie. Mu-
sic rooms C and D were square and con-
tra dance headquarters and Ralph Page
on Contras, Dale Garrett, Vera Holleuf-
fer, Jack Sankey and Jack McKay de-

Grace Perryman (right) instructing use of castinets at Stockton camp.
Phil Maron photo.

Photo by Lee M. Smith

voted themselves to classes for begin-
ners in dancing and casing.

There were four hours of classes in
the morning, one hour of workshop in
the afternoon, one hour of classes in the
evening, followed by a lawn party han-
dled by Walter Grothe, followed by a
party in the Gym every night at which
the dances of the day were reviewed and
danced. Special parties were held every
evening. Ralph Page had a New England
evening each week, a square dance party
one night each week, the big class party
on Friday of each week and on the
Sunday in between there was a boat ex-
cursion down the San Joaquin River to
Lost Island, where a barbecued steak
dinner was featured.

Students from 18 states, Alaska,
Guam, Puerto Rico, and Canada coop-
erated to hold the parties. I have kept
my programs and hope to do an article
on the party ideas contributed by those
people. There are many excellent ideas
for club parties.

On the evening of the final Friday
night party, the lights went out on the
entire campus—power failure caused by
an automobile accident—but the spirit
was so high, and enthusiasm so rampant,
the party went on. The band played folk
songs and the entire group settled down
and sang until the lights came on after
thirty minutes of darkness, and then
the party proceeded as though nothing
had happened.

The Regional Festival held on the
last night (August 8) in Baxter Stadium
was well attended. The program includ-
ed the favorite dances taught during the
encampment. Hundreds of dancers in
foreign and American costumes made
a beautiful picture as they danced the
Steiregger, Fandango Espano, Heeia,
Oklahoma Mixer for Three, Three Meet,
Cukaricko Kokenjeste, Lola Tango,
Waltz Tri-Drill, Flachsernten. There
were the old standbys too, and, of
course, contras and squares.



Men's Basic
Costume

By ELLAMARIE WOOLEY

Presented at Idyllwild Folk Dance
Camp. (Women's basic costume in next
issue).

As with women's dress, three basic
elements appear throughout Europe in
men's costume—pants, shirt and waist-
coat. A jacket or coat is also usually in-
cluded with the man's costume but most
dancers will want to dispense with this
added warmth, so it will not be consid-
ered here.

Men's pants vary from long trousers
to the shorts of Southern Germany and
the Tyrol. Sometimes they are full and
baggy or sometimes very tight. But the
style appearing most frequently from
one country to another is the knee
britches or knicker types. This style
would seem to be the most adaptable to
many costume changes and is suggested
for the dancer planning a limited ward-
robe. The shirt can be a regular white
shirt or can be made with more fullness
and embroidered detail.

The opportunity for color and gaiety
in the men's costume comes in the waist-
coat. This can be a solid bright color,
most often red, with braid and silver
buttons. Or, it can be striped, brocade
or flower-printed or embroidered. It is
the style of the waistcoat or jacket and
the headgear that principally distin-
guishes one region from another. Vari-
ous types of embroidered motifs and
their detail could be basted on the pants
or shirt and easily changed when de-
sired. Variations in the costume can be
made with belts and suspenders, cum-
merbund or sash.

The accompanying illustration shows
how a basic costume can be given a
variety of treatments to achieve dif-
ferent effects. Additional ideas can be
obtained from the study of books and
magazines illustrating folk costume.

BIBLIOGRAPHY — National Costume,
and French Costume, Lepage-Medvey;
Peasant Costume in Europe, Kathleen
Mann; Polish Peasant Costume, Stry-
jenska; Dress the Show, Healey; Folk
Dances for All, Herman; Trachten der
Alpenlander, Hammerstein; National
Geographic Magazines; Travel Maga-
zine (1930's especially).
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Dr/ue for 5 Go-Getter
This is Let's Dance's appreciation for those clubs completing their DRIVE

FOR 5 new subscriptions. This is a listing of their party nights or dance nights to
which visitors are especially welcomed. Is your club's name here?

SUNDAYS
1st Sundays
San Diego San Diego Folk Dancers
Balboa Park (Recital Hall or Electric Bldg.)
2-5 p.m.
MONDAYS
Aptos Aptossers
Every Monday, 8 p.m. Aptos School
St. Helena St. Helena Samboleers
8-10 :30 p.m. St. Helena High School
Salinas Jeans & Queens
3rd Mondays. Hartnell College, Women's Gym
Vallejo Bustles V Boots
Hyland School Ensign and Shasta Sts.
TUESDAYS
Vallejo Vallejo Folk Dancers
Community Bldg., 225 Amador St., 7:30-10 p.m.
Pittsburg Los Medanos 'Bailadores
Teenage Center, Railroad Ave. (across from
Camp Stoneman).
WEDNESDAYS'
Fresno Fresno Vinehoppers
Old Slab, Roeding Park. 1st & 3rd Wednesdays
(June through September)
Oakland Swing V Circle Folk Dancers
Oakland High School (folk and square)
El Centre B-LO-C Dancers
Veterans' Memorial Hall
Vallejo Junior Folk Dancers
Vallejo Community Center Amador Street
THURSDAYS
Modesto Modesto Folk Dancers
Modesto High School, Girls' Gym, 8-10:30 p.m.
Oakland East Bay Women's Dance Circle
Diamond Roller Rink 9 :30-11:30 A.M.
San Rafaef (foffc and square) Hardly Abies
Carpenters Hall 847 Lindaro
FRIDAYS
Citrus Heights (square) Centennial Sv/ingers
Citrus Heights Community Center Hiv/ay 40
(1st Fridays)
Hammonton Hammonton Gold Diggers
Grange Han \last Fridays)
Changs International Folk Dancers
(No regular party nights) Beginners class
Monday night, Intermediate on Thursdays.
Calistoga St. Helena Gamboleers
8-10:30 p.m. Tucker Farm Center
San Francisco Cayuga Twirlers
1st Fridays. 5 1 Lakeshore Plaza, 34th Avenue
and Sloat Blvd.
Vallejo Bustles V Boots
Hyland School Ensign & Shasta Sts.

SATURDAYS
1st Saturdays
Kentfield 1st Saturday Laendlers
Mann Junior College.
Sacramento Sacramento Merry Mixers
Newton Booth School 27th & V Sts.
Sonoma Valley-of-the-Moon Sv/ingers
Veterans' Memorial Bldg.
Fresno Square Rounders
Old Slab, Roeding Park.
San Francisco Fun Club
Precita Community Center 534 Precita Ave.
(1st , 3rd and 5th Saturdays)
Richmond Richmond Circle-Up Dancers
Longfellow Junior High School Hall, 8-12 p.m.
(23rd St. and Bissell Ave.)
2nd Saturdays
Sacramento Triple S Folk Dancers
Theodore Judah School, San Miguel & D Sts.
Sacramento Circle Square Folk Dance Club
Del Paso Manor School, Mariiona & Maryal
Ave.
Alameda Alameda Island Turners
Encinal Housing Auditorium 949 Thau Way
San Leandro San Leandro Circle-Up Club
San Leandro High School.
3rd Saturdays
San Mateo (alternate months) Camino Reelers
Laurel School 36th & Hacienda
Next party September 19.
Citrus Heights Centennial Swingers
Citrus Heights Community Club, Hiway 40
San Francisco Mission Dolores Belles & Beaux
School Auditorium Dolores & Church Sts.
Santa Cruz Santa Cruz Breakers
Mission Hill Junior High School
Albany Albany Folk Dancers
Marin School Marin & Santa Fe Ave.
Fresno Square Rounders
Roeding Park, Old Slab 1st & 3rd Saturdays
San Leandro San Leandro Folk Dance Club
Thomas Jefferson School 1431 I Lark St.
Westwood Lumber Jacks & Jills
(Lassen County)
San Rafael Hardly Abies
Carpenters Hall 647 Lindaro St.
4th Saturdays
Alameda Alameda Island Turners
Encinal Housing Auditorium 949 Thau Way
Sacramento Ardeneros
Arden School.
San Francisco Portola Bailadores
Newhall & Oakdale Sts. 8 p.m.

Jim York calling at Auburn for the Square Jamboree hosted by the Applegate Jacks and Jills,
July 18, 1953

A real Let's Dance Go-Getter is Char-
lie Bassett, Ozark Hillbilly, born almost
40 years ago in Phelps County, Mis-
souri. He is husband of a charming
lady, Eileen, and father of a ten-year-
old daughter, Judy.

Charles Bassett is an ex-cowboy, ex-
policeman, ex-Navy. ex-Coast Guard
(bos'n mate). At present he is a car-
penter and builder. He started dancing
in 1946 with the Mill Valley Folk Danc-
ers, of which he was president two
years, and started calling in 1947. Also
served as president two terms of the
Marin Dance Council.

Charlie has also been active in Fed-
. eration affairs, serving a term as vice

president. At present he is a caller and
teacher for various folk and square
dance clubs in Marin County. In the
summer months he is caller at the El
Rancho Navarro and the Tumbling D
(dude ranches) near Philo in Mendo-
cino County.

The Let's Dance go-getter tab comes
from the fact that Charlie boosts Let's
Dance at all his classes and activities
and turns in more subscriptions than
any other dancer or teacher we know
about. It seems that bulge in his pocket
is his subscription book . . . good work,
Charlie!

Word just received is that Charlie
has accepted a singing caller's engage-
ment in Melbourne, Australia. Charlie
was selected from a great number of
callers for this assignment. Charlie will
fly to Australia, accompanied by Eileen
and Judy. They will leave about Sept. 1.

(Go-Getter candidates send their sub-
scriptions in to the office and they tuill
get a write-up too—takes a hundred or
more.)

SEPTEMBER, 1953




























