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Your Host Cities— oAKLAND, SANTA MONICA

OAKLAND

By JamEs DE PaoLl, President
Oakland Folk Dance Council

ARLY in 1948 local folk dance leaders
E recognized the need for an organi-

zation to coordinate the activities of
the many folk dance clubs in the city.
Encouraged by Miss Carol Pulcifer of
the Oakland Recreation Department, a
meeting was held in the early fall of
1948 at which time the Oakland Folk
Dance Council was formed and Edward
Larsen elected its first president. From
the very first it was clearly understood
that the aims and objectives of this
council would parallel those of the Folk
Dance Federation of California.

The Oakland Folk Dance Council,
then comprised of fifteen member clubs,
on January 16, 1949, was honored to
present its first Federation Monthly Fes-
tival. This festival, “A Day in ’49,”
marked the beginning of a series of
many successful events sponsored by the
council. It is heartening to note that of
the thirty-five dances appearing on that
program in 1949 twenty are repeated on
the program of February 22, 1953.

One endeavor in which we feel a great
deal of pride is our annual festival for
beginning folk dancers. It is hoped that
a more frequent schedule for these festi-
vals may be established. We feel this a
praiseworthy project that might well be
shared with our good friends in neigh-
boring councils throughout California.

Possibly the largest single project
undertaken by the Oakland Folk Dance
Council was the hosting of the 1952
Statewide Festival, “When California
Dances.” This annual festival of the
Federation, publicized by our council
throughout the nation, brought dancers
from all parts of the United States and
Canada. A total of over 6,000 registered
dancers attested the success of our ef-
forts, The tremendous financial success
of this undertaking was due not only to
the enthusiastic support of our own
council, but to the many fine neighbor-
ing councils who joined with us to do a
job for our Federation. The wonderful
spirit displayed will long be remem-
bered.

We here in Oakland are proud of the
fine relations between our city officials,
the various departments of our city’s
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Left to right: Billy Murphy, Oakland, James De Paoli, President Oakland Folk Dance Council,
Marian Hofve, Oakland.

government, and our council. Much ef-
fort and thought have gone into creating
this desirable situation. We have, at all
times, cooperated to the fullest of our
ability in any civic undertaking. Much
progress and most of our many suc-
cessful endeavors are direct results of
these good relations built up through-
out the years.

Our past presidents, Ed Larsen, Dave
Wauldron and Walter Crew, have each
contributed so much to the building of
this council. To them, for their diligent
efforts and success, we are eternally
grateful. We must express our grati-
tude to Leonard Murphy, now president
of the Federation, for many outstand-
ing contributions that he has made to
this council thoughout its history. Aec-
tive in the organizing of this council,
Len has been our most active and en-
thusiastic supporter. He has contributed
much to building the good relations of
which we are justly proud.

The Oakland Council, now number-
ing thirty-five clubs, recognizes that the
real strength of our movement and the
ultimate success of our efforts to carry
the joy of folk dancing to more and
more people depends directly on our
loyalty to the Folk Dance Federation of

(Continued on Page Sixteen)

Our Host Cities—~South
SANTA MONICA

ANTA MONICA is the host city for the

Southern Federation Folk Dance

Festival to be held at the Santa Mon-
ica Municipal Auditorium at the foot
of Ashland Avenue on the beautiful
Ocean Park Pier. It will be a George
Washington Birthday motif. The host
club is the Westwood Co-op Dancers.
The chairman is Daphne Upton. The
council meeting will take place at 11:30
am, and dancing will be from 1:30 to

5:30 p.m. There will be exhibitions.

The Westwood Co-op Dancers invite
you to be their guests at this Washing-
ton Birthday Festival. There is nearby
parking for those who drive and public
transportation for those who do not
drive.

COVER FOR FEBRUARY

Pretty Jean (Casey) Eichelberger do-
ing the Meitschi Putz Di. Lee, her hus-
band, is doing the lifting. Jean and Lee
were married in December. (Photo by
Genevieve Meyers.)



2000 Witness Karachi

Dance Festival--Pakistan

A seven-nation festival of dance and
music brought an international atmos-
phere to the Hotel Metropole, Karachi,
on Saturday evening, October 11th.

Witnessed by over two thousand peo-
ple, including officials of the Pakistan
government and members of the capital’s
diplomatic corps, the “Dance of the Na-

tions” featured the national dances of
the United States, Indonesia, Greece,
Burma, Scotland, Holland, and Pakistan.

International amity was well illus-
trated when the pipe band of the Royal
Pakistan Navy played the accompani-
ment for the Scottish reels (on bagpipes
made in Pakistan).

The All-Pakistan Women’s Associa-
tion was mainly responsible for the or-
ganizing of the evening and its success
was assured by the wholehearted coop-

From the hills of
Greece came this
dance in which the
dancers wore the
traditional costume

of the country.

by

Pakistan contributed
several dances from
the provinces.
Shown here is the
"Luddi" — a dance

from the rural areas

of the Punjab.

Accompanied

pipes, Scottish
members of the
Karachi
presented the vigor-

ous reels of their na-

No exhibition of
country dancing
would be complete
without the Ameri-
can square dance
done in blue jeans

and blouses.

eration of several ladies from the for-
eign embassies. Mrs. David Morris of the
American Embassy headed the commit-
tee responsible for the over-all arrange-
ments.

The proceeds of the two-hour show
will go towards the rehabilitation of refu-
gees in Karachi.

(Ep. Notk: This interesting item was
reprinted from the bulletin “PAKISTAN
Arrairs,” Nov. 7 issue. Mr. John Go-
nella, Information Division, Embassy of
Pakistan, Washington, D. C., no doubt
could furnish to these interested further
information.)

Good humor may be said to be one of
the very best articles of dress one can
THACKERAY.

wear in society.

LET'S DANCE!



Your Council and Mine

N FRANCISCO COUNCIL

The San Francisco Council of Folk
Dance Groups was organized after a
successful festival in which all the San
Francisco groups participated. This
activity has become traditional with the
council. Each month a regional festival
is presented in San Francisco with the
assistance of the San Francisco Recrea-
© tion Commission, which supplies the
hall and printing of programs, and host-
ed by a San Francisco folk dance club
who supplies the advertisement, musical
equipment and running of the festival.
The February festival is to be held on
Sunday afternoon, February 15, at the
Glen Park Playground Gymnasium. The
San Francisco festivals are always fun
—see you there!

The San Francisco Council, under the

leadership of the American Red Cross,
" has dedicated itself to assist with the
problem of rehabilitation at Letterman
Hospital. One evening each month a dif-
ferent club takes a small group of its
members (8 or 10) and presents a folk
dance program for and with some of
the army patients at Letterman Hospital.
-Like all folk’ dancing it is always fun
and some of the patients may find
through this activity a reassurance of
their place in society.

Groups slated for visits to the hos-
pital in the near future are as follows:
December, Folk Arts; January, Calico
Clickers; February, Valley Twirlers;
March, Alpineers. Every San Francisco
club wants to participate, we are sure.
Contact Grace Perryman so that a date
can be arranged for your group. At the
present time the schedule is filled
through March, 1953.

¥* * * -
HUMBOLDT HAPPENINGS

The Jolly Jumpers of Eureka held
their annual Christmas party on the
third Saturday of December with about
75 dancers, a goodly number for their
rather small hall. Buffet lunch at 11:30
and Santa had gifts for all. Those gifts!
A howl and scream from most all
Chuck Cline as MC. The decorations
in the diner by Earl Gay and in: the
dance hall by Earl’s fiance, Alice Dav-
-mport, also the club vice president.

Humboldt Hoedowners were hosts at
1 New Year’s Eve party at Fields Land-
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Ing with a good crowd of about 80 peo-
ple. Credits for a nice job of decora-
tions go to Mary White, Ida Katri and
Mary Olsen. Emceeing goes to Carl Her-
on and his wife, Millie, is credited for
the programs, well done.

Cruck CLINE
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FRESNO COUNCIL

Since 1949 when our council started,
we have sponsored a city-wide party
each Friday evening. The task of plan-
ning and conducting these parties has
been rotated among our clubs, no one
club being asked to put on two parties
in succession. From time to time, indi-
viduals or clubs have tried to ‘prevail
upon the council to discontinue this

activity in favor of less frequent gather- -

ings. The matter was again brought up
at our December meeting and after
much discussion of reasons pro and con,
and methods of approaching the prob-
lem, a committee was appointed to draw
up a questionnaire to be filled out by
every dancer we can find locally to learn
what was most wanted.

ATTENTION COUNCIL PRESIDENTS
We would like to put news and pic-
tures of your council activities in Let’s
Dance!, but we can’t if it is not sent in.
The deadline on all news and pictures is

the first of the month preceding the
issue.—Ed.
. ¥* * *

MARIN COUNCIL

A record crowd danced in Marin
County at the College of Marin as guests
af the Laendlers at their annual Karl-
stad Ball held on New Year’s Eve. Many

ay Area clubs had large groups in at-
tendance. The Square Cutters had 20
present, Carrousel 25, (its president
too), Changs had 35 and the 49%rs
had 23.

Danny McDonald brought his wife,
Marian, and his daughter, Betty. A
wheelchair was located for Marian (she
had an operation on her foot recently)
so she too could enjoy the party. Marian
was promptly elected unofficial Queen
of the Karlstad Ball and reigned over
the ball from her wheelchair.

The calling and the dancing were
good. The dinner at midnight sumptu-
ous. Speaking of Marin . . .

On the night of December 6 folk
dancers demonstrated intense fortitude
when more than 125 dancers sank or
swam their way through Marin’s worst
storm to the First Saturday Laendler
party at the College of Marin. Yep!
Seven inches of rain fell in six hours
starting at 4 p.m. (southern folk dancers
don’t copy) with several power fail-
ures, but it didn’t dampen the fun. Sev-
eral who lived less than a mile away had
to travel 15 miles or more to get there
because of the flooded streets. Ask Frank
Sacherer or Ray Clark why they didn’t
get to the dance or why they didn’t come
in as they were so close by. . . . It’s a
Story!

Chairman John Mooney says for the
party February 7 it will be the “Dry
Laendlers” at the College of Marin.

* * *

Do you promote subscriptions to Let’s
Dance! in your club? On the last page of
the monthly bulletin of the Stockton
Polk-Y-Dots they make the suggestion,
“Subscribe to Let’s Dance!—youw’ll be
glad you did,” and it is there every
month!

The right way to kill time is to work it
to death—R. G. LETOURNEAU.



When the Scotchmen Lost Their Kilts

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HIGHLAND SCOTTISH COSTUME

INCE England’s two disarming acts

(1718 and 1726) did not prove suf-

ficient to break up the Clan system
in Scotland, more severe action was de-
cided upon and in 1747 a law was
passed to prohibit the wearing of the
Highland dress or tartan, as well as
meting out very severe -penalties for the
possession of any arms. It was bad
enough to deprive the Highlander of his
much-loved weapons, but to be denied
the tartan and kilt was unthinkable!

The “Dress Act” remained in force
35 years until, in 1782, the law was re-
pealed through the efforts of the Duke
of Montrose. (Incidentally, during the
early days of World War II, England
tried to abolish the tartan kilt and again
the present Duke of Montrose was its
champion.) But 35 years of the act had
so changed the ideas of the people that
we need not wonder so much of the
ancient manners had been lost. The
wonder is that so much remained. In the
changes which took place, chieftains
and people had scattered and many of
the designs of the tartans had disap-
peared.

How many tartans were there? The
greatest number ever illustrated in one
book is the 96 in Johnston’s well-known
“Scottish Clans and their Tartans,”
which appeared about 50 years ago.

The tartan was the badge of the clan.
Several clans have more than one tar-
tan; that worn by the rank and file,
that worn by the chief and his heir, that
worn on dress occasions, and the hunt-
ing tartan. These are frequently very
different from one another. Thus, the
Royal Stewart is dominantly red while
the Hunting Stewart is just as dominant-
ly green.

But the Highland dress has never
come back for general wear. It is now
used mainly for social and fraternal
functions, for Army and private school
uniforms and often for sport wear.

In the course of its evolution, the
Highland dress ha< undergone many
changes but there seems to be little room
for doubt that the kilt was originally
made in the following way: The wearer
took a piece of tartan many yards in
length and wrapped part of it around his
waist and fastened it with a belt. This
belt gathered loose folds whicls, in later
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William H. Irving in full Scothsh Costume.
(Corwin Hansen photo)

development, became the accurate pleat-
ing of the modern kilt. The other end of
the cloth was thrown over the shoulder
and fastened with a brooch. When extra
protection was required, this, spread
out, served the purpose of a cloak. Thus
originated the shoulder plaid.

The other parts of the costume evolved
in the same way, each being a necessary
addition to the whole. The sporran was
originally a pouch made from the skin
of an animal. The hose, when worn,
were fashioned from a piece of tartan
instead of being knitted as they are to-
day. The shoes were sandals or brogues
made from skins.

From these crude beginnings the garb
has developed. The kilt and the plaid
were later made separately instead of in
one piece. Some writers claim this sepa-
ration took place about 1760. Others
believe it to be as much as 100 years
prior but little is actually known. An
ancient map dated 1646 bears an illus-
tration of a man in the little kilt or
Feileadhbeag.

The headgear was often a huge
plumed affair such as .one sees in the
famous painting of the “MacNab of
MacNab.” This is in use now only by

officers in certain Highland regiments.
Another is the flat bonnet now known
as Balmoral bonnet. The perky Glen-
garry is worn more by regiments than
private Highlanders although it is still
popular with the MacDonnells, Mac-
phersons and the Gordons.

Pistols and powder horns are now ob-
solete. The dirk and skean-dubh are still
worn. The dirk is worn at the waist and
consists of a hunting knife and a small
knife and fork. The skean-dubh is worn
in the top of the hose. Buckles, buttons
and kilt-pins retain their practical pur-
poses and are the essence of the High-
land dress.

The present day kilt is made from ap-
proximately six yards of tartan and is
pleated, starting from the left side
around the back to the right side. The
areas at each end of the kilted tartan
are plain and lap, the left end over the
right end, and are held together by one
of the various types of kilt pins at the
lower right side. As for the length of
the kilt, the lower edge should just split
the knee-cap.

There are two types of shoulder
plaids. The belted one is attached to a
belt at the waist and draped up the back
and over the left shoulder where it is
pinned by a brooch. On the other hand,
the great or military plaid is wrapped
diagonally around the body. This hangs
from the left shoulder and is held there
by a brooch. Two people are required
to drape this plaid properly.

In 1822, a great renaissance took
place when King George IV visited
Edinburgh. The Scottish nobility out-
did itself in the magnificence of High-
land tartans and arms. Sir Walter Scott
was a champion of the kilt. Later, Queen
Victoria exerted a great influence in its
favor and in modern times, princes of
the royal family frequently wear it in
public.

To a Scotsman, the kilt is more than
a colorful garment. It is more than mere
yardage of tartan. It is at once a symbol
and a tradition. It conjures up to him
the figure of a rugged individual, high
in the hills, enveloped in a smoky, soft
smirr of rain, piping shrill on the moun-
tain air.

(Reprinted from Let’s Dance!—
October 1946)

LET'S DANCE!




FRESNOTES

By Mary Spring

On January 12 the Fresno Folk Dance
Council celebrated the beginning of its
fifth year with a dinner meeting which
honored its officers for 1952, The coun-
cil has been extremely fortunate in its
selection of able and energetic officers
since its inception on Jan. 10, 1949—a
tradition carried on by the men who
guided it during the past year.

F. W. (Wat) MeGUGIN, fourth coun-
cil president, is an intellectual and we
are all justly proud of him. He is so
quiet and self-effacing, as is the manner
of learned people, that many of our
Fresno dancers are unaware of Wat’s
place in the scientific world. He is a re-
search chemist who has advanced a rev-
olutionary new theory of oxidation and
is accustomed to speaking before
scientists and working with heads of
food-processing plants. Under his guid-
ance the council completed a most suc-
cessful fourth year.

ORVAL McADAMS, our faithful
veep and treasurer (by the way he’s a
Kolo enthusiast too), took excellent care
of the council finances, Orval is one of
our steady, unobtrusive workers who
spent the greater part of the Raisin Har-
vest Festival behind the scenes working
in the record room.

The constant, rather inglorious, task
of the secretary was handled efficiently
and very thoroughly by RAFAEL
SPRING. Here and now let me state for
the record that he typed those long min-
utes and most of the year’s long list of
letters himself, with no outside assist-
ance! Our council meetings last any-
where from 4 to 41% hours and believe
me a great deal of talking can be done
in that space of time. especially by folk
dancers, and to record it all is no mean
task. So orchids to Rafael and to all
secretaries of folk dance organizations!

It might prove interesting to jot down
a sentence or two about the conduct of
the council meetings and the spirit
which has always animated them. Al-
though the council consists of only nine
member clubs it is this spirit which en-
ables us to put on large festivals suc-
cessfully. Meetings are held in the Bank
of America offices of LAWRENCE KEN-
NEDY, our good friend and fellow folk
dancer, who is also the president of the
Fresno Bar Association and our legal
counselor. They are very informal, yet
have a certain dignity. Anyone is wel-
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Wilma Graech, director of Fresno Fiesta Dancers, which staged a Mexican exhibition, La San-
dunga, at the San Jose Festival Dec. 7

come to attend, including our out-of-
town visitors, and the council members
are always happy to hear new ideas and
methods of handling situations. The
meetings are held the second Monday of
each month from 8 p.m. to midnight or
thereabouts and are usually continued
in nearby Hart’s Restaurant over coffee
and snails! A liaison representative of
the Central California Callers Associa-
tion is always present, currently the
president of that organization.

Newest member club of the council is
the CENTRAL VALLEY FOLK DANCE
GROUP. Leaders of this most hospita-
ble club are FRED CRABB, its presi-
dent, and his charming wife, EDNA
MAE: LES and LOUISE PETERSON,
EARL and VIOLET BRAWLEY. They
meet every Sunday night at Danish Hall,
Voorman and Yosemite Sts., and wel-
come any and all visitors not only with
a good dance program but with refresh-
ments as well. Their Christmas party in-
cluded the serving of ham, spaghetti
and other delicacies, and they certainly
show their consideration for others by
having chocolate on hand for the non-
coffee drinkers. Their enthusiasm for
learning new dances and their whole-
hearted support of the council weekly
parties deserve special mention.

* ¥* *

The contra group met again on Jan.
4th and held its second successful ses-
sion, becoming better acquainted with
the traditional New England dances.
Our callers are definitely interested in
this form of Americana and we feel that

Ralph Paige’s work is at last beginning

to bear fruit in Fresno.
* * *

The Fresno VINEHOPPERS initiat-
ed six new members at their annual
Christmas party December 20. They are
Mr. and Mrs. H. L. DANIEL, Mr. and
Mrs. HILL. ADKINS, Mr. and Mrs.
KENNETH MATTHEWS. The hostess
for the evening was Mrs. LEE KAUF-
FUNG. This club has several members
from the nearby town of Kerman and
they were in charge of the games. They
were Mr. and Mrs. THEODORE PICK-
UP, Mr. and Mrs. ARTHUR HANSEN
and Mr. and Mrs. VICTOR HOWARD.
Not content with this gala event, the
club sponsored a New Year’s Eve party
with Mr. and Mrs. HARRY DILLON in
charge of food, Mrs. and Mrs. JOE
JACKSON heading the decorations
committee, and Mr. and Mrs. OSCAR
McGUIRE in charge of entertainment,
The Vinehoppers have figured a great
deal in the events of our town, as they
are one of our oldest clubs and have al-
ways been very active. Founder and or-
ganizer of this group was BUSTER
BROWN, who has long since been over-
due for mention in Letf's Dance! and
who is our nominee for caller of the
month for March, although this section
of the magazine has been discontinued.
So look for a few facts on Buster in
next month’s Fresnotes—I think every-
one will be interested in this fine expo-
nent of American youth, who at the ad-
vanced age of 20 is one of California’s
well known callers.




Phil Maron's Folk Shop

Folk and Square Dance Records

Books and Accessories
MAIL ORDERS FILLED PROMPTLY

1517 Clay Street TWinoaks 3-7541
OAKLAND 12, CALIFORNIA

Folk Dance Records

Phone KEllogg 4-4246
for FREE CATALOG

Specializing in Mail Order Service

Slav-Act Music
(Fruitvale Record Shop)
3247 E. 14th St. Oakland, Calif.

(Listen to our program on KLOK—10 a.m.)

IMPERIAL RECORDS

THE BEST IN FOLK DANCE MUSIC

The oldest and most complete line of
Folk Dance Records available—S#ill 89c

Complete Catalog on Request
Chatton Distributing Company

Naorthern California Distributors for
Imperial Records

1921 GROVE STREET
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

INTRODUCES

Three ways to buy a new sure-fire original
hit plus ther popular singing call. 89¢ sach!

Calls by Mike Michele
Instrumentals by Schroeder’s Playboys

5T10—TENNESSEE POLKA SQUARE (called)
HELLO (called)

S511—TENNESSEE POLKA SQUARE (called)
Flip, instrumental, Key “G"

512—HELLO (ealled)
Flip, instrumental, Key “Eb"

BO5—TENN. POLKA SQUARE (instr.) Key "G"
HELLO (instr.) Key “Eb"

Westorn Jubilee Record Co.

708 E, Garfield Phoenix, Arizona

RECORDS BOOKS

Ed Kremers' Folk Shop

A FOLK AND SQUARE DANCE CENTER

262 O'Farrell St., No. 301
San Francisco 2, Calif. SUHer 1-7294

AROUND THE SQUARE SET

by PEc ALLMOND

Keep your eyes open for announce-
ment of the release of Old Timer Rec-
ords with Northern California’s Bill
Castner calling. Bill went down to Phoe-
nix, Arizona, at Christmas time to cut
some records and first run reports are
that they are SUPER. One of those cut
was SHIFT THE GEARS—BILL AT
HIS BEST. Be sure to hear it. Of inter-
est to this reporter is the fact that when
a poll was taken of the members of the
square there for Bill to call to, seven
of the eight were Californians—Good
old California Support, way down in
Arizona.

* #* #*

State College Campus was the scene
of a lot of eager. bright-eyed people who
willingly gave up their holiday vaca-
tions to attend the Institute at State Col-
lege which ran December 26-30, inclu-
sive. The weather was wet. but it did
not dampen the spirits of the faculty or
students. Everyone worked hard to
learn as much as possible of the varied
dances offered. FLORENCE FREEHOF
presented Israeli dances, VIRGIL MOR-
TON had a varied program ranging
from Hambo Teaching Techniques to
the Swedish Figure Schottische and In
My Garden. WALTER GROTHE had
classes every day: JOUKOWSKY pre-
sented a number of new dances, among
them Lesginka, Barynya and the Mo-
machko Kolo; CARLOS CARVAJAL
presented Basics of Irish dancing, along
with a number of Irish dances. Dr.
Glenn Stubblefield, Irene Weed, Mary
Ellen Lester, Ed Kusich, Jack Sankey,
Grace Perryman, Jay Balch, Jim York,
Helen Perry, Barbara Mee, Bernice
Schram, Dan McDonald and “Randy”
Randolph each taught at some time dur-
ing the institute. JOHN FILCICH
taught a number of thrilling Kolos from
Yugoslavia. Out-of-state faculty mem-
bers were MEL DAY of BOISE, IDA-
HO, and a new addition, DR. RALPH
A. PIPER from the University of Min-
nesota. Dr. Piper taught some squares.
some contras, some rounds and gave
us a taste of APPALACHIAN CIRCLE
dancing.

There was a Festival, sponsored by
the San Francisco Folk Dance Council
and the Dance Institute (San Francisco
State College to you), on Sunday after-
noon—well attended, good dancing!

Say You Saw It in Let’s Dance!

Bill Castner calling "Shift the Gears"

Classes resumed Sunday evening. A
good time was had by all who attended
the institute, and everyone present got
a great number of dance-able dances to
take home to their groups.

* * *

The NAUTICAL SQUARES meeting
for a party in Half Moon Bay January
10 had a wonderful crowd with hosts
of guest callers. By the way, they have
a fine publicity chairman. Notices go
out to all interested groups—and call-
ers—Ilong enough ahead to give groups
time to plan to attend. They always sign
their publicity ALLEMANDE-INGLY
YOURS—cute, eh?

* * *

TED and ELSE FEIBUSCH of Ukiah
Folk Dance Club visited in San Fran-
cisco long enough to attend the Christ-
mas Party of the MISSION BELLES
AND BEAUX. They dance the second
Friday. Elmer Purdy and Gene Hamm

are group leaders and you are welcome.

LET'S DANCE!







































