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CALENDAR

S*̂

OSMYN STOUT, 705 Maulsby Drive, Whi+tier
FRANK MOORE. 2658 21st Avenue, San Francisco

FEDERATION FESTIVALS
FEBRUARY 22, SUNDAY Oakland Civic Auditorium

Oakland
Council meeting 12 noon. Important. Dancing from 2-5 PM and 7:30-
10:30 PM.
Sponsor, Oakland Regional'Folk Dance Council.

FEBRUARY 22, SUNDAY Santa Monica Municipal Auditorium
Santa Monica

Council meeting I 1:30 AM. Dancing I :30-5-30 PM.
Hosted by Westwood Co-op Dancers.

MARCH 8, SUNDAY National Guard Armory
San Francisco, Mission & 14th Sts.

Council meeting 12:30. Dancing 1:30-5:30 PM and 7:30-10:30 PM.
Sponsored by San Francisco Folk Dance Council.

MARCH 15, SUNDAY Santa Barbara High School Gym
Santa Barbara, 800 E. Anapamu St.

Council meeting 11 :30 AM. Dancing 1-5 PM.

APRIL I I , SUNDAY Long Beach Municipal Auditorium
Long Beach

Hosted by Long Beach Folk Dance Cooperative. Dancing from 8-12 PM.

APRIL ? ? Sacramento
Sponsor—Sacramento Regional Council
May to September dates still open for Federation Festivals (South)

REGIONAL FESTIVALS
FEBRUARY 14, SATURDAY Harvey Auditorium

Bakersfield
Sixth Annual Folk Dance Festival.
Sponsored by Circle 8 Folk Dance Club

FEBRUARY 15, SUNDAY Glen Park Recreation Center
San Francisco, Chenery and Elk Sts.

Dancing I to 5 PM.
Sponsors, San Francisco Recreation & Park Dept. and S. F. Folk Dance
Council.

FEBRUARY 19, THURSDAY 3245 Fruitvale Avenue
Oakland

Third Annual All Women's Festival, 9:30-11:30 AM.
Sponsor, East BayWomen's Dance Circle.

FEBRUARY 21, SATURDAY Hale Park, Boy Scout Bldg.
Lodi

Callers Jamboree.
Sponsor, Lockeford Mixers.

FEBRUARY 22, SUNDAY San Francisco
Election of Officers, Square Dance Callers Association of Northern Cali-
fornia (meeting}.
FEBRUARY 24, TUESDAY Silverado Club House, 31st & Santa Fe Ave.

Long Beach
Party night and exhibitions. Dancing 8-1 I PM.
Hosted by Silverado Folk Dancers.

FEBRUARY 27, FRIDAY Veterans Building, Civic Center
San Francisco

Folk Dance Exhibitions, San Francisco Museum of Art. Time 8-10 PM.
Sponsored by Folk Dance Federation of California.

(Continued on Page Seventeen.)
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Your Council and Mine
.N FRANCISCO COUNCIL
The San Francisco Council of Folk

Dance Groups was organized after a
successful festival in which all the San
Francisco groups participated. This
activity has become traditional with the
council. Each month a regional festival
is presented in San Francisco with the
assistance of the San Francisco Recrea-
tion Commission, which supplies the
hall and printing of programs, and host-
ed by a San Francisco folk dance club
who supplies the advertisement, musical
equipment and running of the festival.
The February festival is to be held on
Sunday afternoon, February 15, at the
Glen Park Playground Gymnasium. The
San Francisco festivals are always fun
—see you there!

The San Francisco Council, under the
leadership of the American Red Cross,
has dedicated itself to assist with the
problem of rehabilitation at Letterman
Hospital. One evening each month a dif-
ferent club takes a small group of its
members (8 or 10) and presents a folk
dance program for and with some of
the army patients at Letterman Hospital.
Like all folk' dancing it is always fun
and some of the patients may find
through this activity a reassurance of
their place in society.

Groups slated for visits to the hos-
pital in the near future are as follows:
December, Folk Arts; January, Calico
Clickers; February, Valley Twirlers;
March, Alpineers. Every San Francisco
club wants to participate, we are sure.
Contact Grace Ferryman so that a date
can be arranged for your group. At the
present time the schedule is filled
through March, 1953.

* * *
HUMBOLDT HAPPENINGS

The Jolly Jumpers of Eureka held
their annual Christmas party on the
third Saturday of December with about
75 dancers, a goodly number for their
rather small hall. Buffet lunch at 11:30
and Santa had gifts for all. Those gifts!
A howl and scream from most all.
Chuck Cline as MC. The decorations
in the diner by Earl Gay and in the
dance hall by Earl's fiance, Alice Dav-
enport, also the club vice president.

Humboldt Hoedowners were hosts at
t New Year's Eve party at Fields Land-

ing with a good crowd of about 80 peo-
ple. Credits for a nice job of decora-
tions go to Mary White, Ida Katri and
Mary Olsen. Emceeing goes to Carl Her-
on and his wife, Millie, is credited for
the programs, well done.

CHUCK CLINE
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FRESNO COUNCIL
Since 1949 when our council started,

we have sponsored a city-wide party
each Friday evening. The task of plan-
ning and conducting these parties has
been rotated among our clubs, no one
club being asked to put on two parties
in succession. From time to time, indi-
viduals or clubs have tried to prevail
upon the council to discontinue this
activity in favor of less frequent gather-
ings. The matter was again brought up
at our December meeting and after
much discussion of reasons pro and con,
and methods of approaching the prob-
lem, a committee was appointed to draw
up a questionnaire to be filled out b}r

every dancer we can find locally to learn
what was most wanted.

ATTENTION COUNCIL PRESIDENTS
We would like to put news and pic-

tures, of your council activities in -Let's
Dance!, but we can't if it is not sent in.
The deadline on all news and pictures is
the first of the month preceding the
issue.—Ed.

* * *
MARIN COUNCIL

A record crowd danced in Marin
County at the College of Marin as guests
af the Laendlers at their annual Karl-
stad Ball held on New Year's Eve. Many
Bay Area clubs had large groups in at-
tendance. The Square Cutters had 20
present, Carrousel 25, (its president
too), Changs had 35 and the 49'ers
had 23.

Danny McDonald brought his wife,
Marian, and his daughter, Betty. A
wheelchair was located for Marian (she
had an operation on her foot recently)
so she too could enjoy the party. Marian
was promptly elected unofficial Queen
of the Karlstad Ball and reigned over
the ball from her wheelchair.

The calling and the dancing were
good. The dinner at midnight sumptu-
ous. Speaking of Marin . . .

On the night of December 6 folk
dancers demonstrated intense fortitude
when more than 125 dancers sank or
swam their way through Marin's worst
storm to the First Saturday Laendler
party at the College of Marin. Yep!
Seven inches of rain fell in six hours
starting at 4 p.m. (southern folk dancers
don't copy) with several power fail-
ures, but it didn't dampen the fun. Sev-
eral who lived less than a mile away had
to travel 15 miles or more to get there
because of the flooded streets. Ask Frank
Sacherer or Ray Clark why they didn't
get to the dance or why they didn't come
in as they were so close by. . . . It's a
Story!

Chairman John Mooney says for the
party February 7 it will be the "Dry
Laendlers" at the College of Marin.

Do you promote subscriptions to Let's
Dance! in your club? On the last page of
the monthly bulletin of the Stockton
Polk-Y-Dots they make the suggestion,
"Subscribe to Let's Dance!-—you'll be
glad you did," and it is there every
month!

The right way to kill time is to work it
to death.—R. G. LETOUKNEAU.
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When the Scotchmen Lost Their Kilts
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HIGHLAND SCOTTISH COSlUME

BY PHIL ALDRICH

SINCE England's two disarming acts
(1718 and 1726) did not prove suf-
ficient to break up the Clan system

in Scotland, more severe action was de-
cided upon and in 1747 a law was
passed to prohibit the wearing of the
Highland dress or tartan, as well as
meting out very severe penalties for the
possession of any arms. It was bad
enough to deprive the Highlander of his
much-loved weapons, but to be denied
the tartan and kilt was unthinkable!

The "Dress Act" remained in force
35 years until, in 1782, the law was re-
pealed through the efforts of the Duke
of Montrose. (Incidentally, during the
early days of World War II, England
tried to abolish the tartan kilt and again
the present Duke of Montrose was its
champion.) But 35 years of the act had
so changed the ideas of the people that
we need not wonder so much of the
ancient manners had been lost. The
wonder is that so much remained. In the
changes which took place, chieftains
and people had scattered and many of
the designs of the tartans had disap-
peared.

How many tartans were there? The
greatest number ever illustrated in one
book is the 96 in Johnston's well-known
"Scottish Clans and their Tartans,"
which appeared about 50 years ago.

The tartan was the badge of the clan.
Several clans have more than one tar-
tan; that worn by the rank and file,
that worn by the chief and his heir, that
worn on dress occasions, and the hunt-
ing tartan. These are frequently very
different from one another. Thus, the
Royal Stewart is dominantly red while
the Hunting Stewart is just as dominant-
ly green.

But the Highland dress has never
come back for general wear. It is now
used mainly for social and fraternal
functions, for Army and private school
uniforms and often for sport wear.

In the course of its evolution, the
Highland dress Kas undergone many
changes but there seems to be little room
for doubt that the kilt was originally
made in the following way: The wearer
took a piece of tartan many yards in
length and wrapped part of it around his
waist and fastened it with a belt. This
belt gathered loose folds which, in later

William H. Irving in full Scottish Costume.
(Corwin Hansen photo)

development, became the accurate pleat-
ing of the modern kilt. The other end of
the cloth was thrown over the shoulder
and fastened with a brooch. When extra
protection was required, this, spread
out, served the purpose of a cloak. Thus
originated the shoulder plaid.

The other parts of the costume evolved
in the same way, each being a necessary
addition to the whole. The sporran was
originally a pouch made from the skin
of an animal. The hose, when worn,
were fashioned from a piece of tartan
instead of being knitted as they are to-
day. The shoes were sandals or brogues
made from skins.

From these crude beginnings the garb
has developed. The kilt and the plaid
were later made separately instead of in
one piece. Some writers claim this sepa-
ration took place about 1760. Others
believe it to be as much as 100 years
prior but little is actually known. An
ancient map dated 1646 bears an illus-
tration of a man in the little kilt or
Feileadhbeag.

The headgear was often a huge
plumed affair such as .one sees in the
famous painting of the "MacNab of
MacNab." This is in use now only by

officers in certain Highland regiments.
Another is the flat bonnet now known
as Balmoral bonnet. The perky Glen-
garry is worn more by regiments than
private Highlanders although it is still
popular with the MacDonnells, Mac-
phersons and the Gordons.

Pistols and powder horns are now ob-
solete. The dirk and skean-dubh are still
worn. The dirk is worn at the waist and
consists of a hunting knife and a small
knife and fork. The skean-dubh is worn
in the top of the hose. Buckles, buttons
and kilt-pins retain their practical pur-
poses and are the essence of the High-
land dress.

The present day kilt is made from ap-
proximately six yards of tartan and is
pleated, starting from the left side
around the back to the right side. The
areas at each end of the kilted tartan
are plain and lap, the left end over the
right end, and are held together by one
of the various types of kilt pins at the
lower right side. As for the length of
the kilt, the lower edge should just split
the knee-cap.

There are two types of shoulder
plaids. The belted one is attached to a
belt at the waist and draped up the back
and over the left shoulder where it is
pinned by a brooch. On the other hand,
the great or military plaid is wrapped
diagonally around the body. This hangs
from the left shoulder and is held there
by a brooch. Two people are required
to drape this plaid properly.

In 1822, a great renaissance took
place when King George IV visited
Edinburgh. The Scottish nobility out-
did itself in the magnificence of High-
land tartans and arms. Sir Walter Scott
was a champion of the kilt. Later, Queen
Victoria exerted a great influence in its
favor and in modern times, princes of
the royal family frequently wear it in
public.

To a Scotsman, the kilt is more than
a colorful garment. It is more than mere
yardage of tartan. It is at once a symbol
and a tradition. It conjures up to him
the figure of a rugged individual, high
in the hills, enveloped in a smoky, soft
smirr of rain, piping shrill on the moun-
tain air.

(Reprinted from Let's Dance!—
October 1946)
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THE RECORD FINDER
WHAT'S NEW & WHERE TO BUY

TheseRecord

(The following are personal, opinions of
the Record Editor—not official Federation
rulings!)

In this issue we will delve into the
new Volume A of Thirty Basic Dances
which has just been printed under the
auspices of the Regional Councils who
so wholeheartedly cooperated to make
this volume possible. Much research and
polling went into the compilation of
Volume A.

Despite the fact that much search and
research has been done, there will be
those who will ask why do you use this
or that record? This is basically a dance
volume and in many cases there are sev-
eral suggested records. In ballroom
dancing you do the basic fox trot or
waltz to many different records or
tunes, not just two or three. The rec-
ords listed are suggested records.

The Volume A gives a complete list of
abbreviations. The "terms frequently
used" goes to great lengths to clarify in
the minds of all beginners the recurring
patterns of position and movement.
Three main types of patterns are listed:
(a) dance positions, which comprise
the attitude, disposition of the parts of
the body of a single dancer, the relation
of one dancer to another and the hand
grasps or holds; (b) step patterns,
which are well-defined, characteristic
foot movements; (c) figures which are
recognizable sequences of step patterns,
positions and group movements that
form patterns common to many dances.
Five pages are devoted to these very
important phases of folk and square
dancing. European folk dance critics
say, and rightly so, that nearly all our
dances have the same flavor, our steps
are authentic but we hold our hands the
same in nearly all dances. In many
Mexican dances and in squares it is
proper for women to hold the hem of
their skirts, but in many European
lances they do not. It is too often our
tendency to hold the skirt in all our

dances, thus giving our dances the same
flavor.

The list of basic dances contains
thirty dances, all of which are common-
ly done at most festivals. They are the
dances which form the backbone of
every festival. Among them are the
Oklahoma Mixer, California Schot-
tische, Cottoneyed Joe, To Tur, Doris
Waltz, Korobuschka, Russian Polka,
Meitschi Putz Di, Ranchera and Fado
Blanquita.

The records suggested for use with
these dances are well listed giving the
name of the company and the number
of each such as: For Korobushka; Kis-
met A 106, Victor 26—5017.

Volume A has an appeal to all those
learning folk dancing. It should be of
valuable assistance to teachers both of
groups and in schools. There is a brief
history of all the dances, and in several
cases, illustrations. We learn that the
California Schottische dates back to the
Gold Rush in California where the
Spanish soldiers learned it and took it
back to New Mexico. The St. Bernard
Waltz was an old-time ballroom dance
of Scotland and Ireland.

The compiling of these basic dances
in Volume A is a step long needed in
Federation folk dancing. When a dancer
has learned these basic dances the other
more difficult ones will be easier to
learn, for the steps and patterns are not
too dissimilar to those of the basic
dances. These dances will assist clubs in
their parties and dance nights in the
arranging of their programs so that all
attending can enjoy folk dancing at its
very best.

Volume A is now on sale at all Let's
Dance! advertised record shops or may
be obtained by writing the Folk Dance
Federation office, 420 Market St., Room
521, San Francisco, and enclosing your
check or money order for only $2.00,
postpaid.

// we are indifferent to the art of danc-
ing, we have jailed to understand, not
merely the supreme manifestation of
physical life, but also the supreme sym-
bol of spiritual life.—HAVELOCK ELLIS,
The Dance of Life (Houghton Mifflin
Company).
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