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A Square Dance Magazine for
Square Dancers!

The National Monthly Square Dance
Magazine

Each issue fil led with • New Ideas • New
Calls • New Patter • Round Dances •
Book and Record Reviews • Current Square
Dance News • Lots of Pictures • Helps
on music, clothes, equipment.

$2.50 twelve issues
mailed directly to your home.

A SAMPLE COPY will be sent to anyone
not previously acquainted v/ith SETS IN
ORDER by writ ing Miss Susie Que, Dept.
FD, SETS IN ORDER, 462 North Robertson
Blvd., Los Angeles 48, Cali fornia • CRest-
view 5-5538.

K U R A N T ' S

WESTERN OUTFITTERS

for the folk dancer

A full line of Western Outfitting

for men, women and children

COWBOY BOOTS - SHIRTS - PANTS, Etc.

EXbroolt2-55l8 San Francisco 82 Third St.

Folk and Square Dance Attire

Sewing and Tailoring to Order

CLORETTA'S COSTUME SHOP
Penny Profit Building

1933 Solano Avenue

Vallejo, California

Vallejo's f irst folk and square dance
costume store

I p.m. - 9 p.m. and all day Saturday

Phone 3-3210 Mail: P. O. Box 123, Valiejo

Cloretta and McDaniel Hopson, proprietors

from the

END ZONE
Where Folk Dance
Evenings Find Their

Sweet Finale

Good Food and Fountain Service

COLLEGE OF THE PACIFIC
CAMPUS

Folk Dance Books
of ALL Folk Dances

Send for list

Square Dance Napkins
Folk & Square Dance Note Paper

FOLK & SQUARE DANCE CHRISTMAS
CARDS—ALSO BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS

LETTERS

ROSEMONT LETTER SHOP
176 Duboce Ave. HEmlocIc 1-0817

San Francisco 3, Calif.

for (lancing jeet . . .
FOLK DANCE SHOES

COSTUME FABRICS
PEASANT TRIMS

Novelty Cotton Prints

DANCE ART CO.

( 7 1 O'Far re 11 St. San Francisco
Mail Orders Catalog on Request

AL'S PROMENADERS
"The Perfect Dance Shoes for Men"

$7.95 plus 24c sales tax
Sizes 6-14, B-C-D-E Width, Fit Guaranteed

AL'S STORE
210 Main Street SALINAS, CALIF.

Phil Maron's Folk Shop

Folk and Square Dance Records

Books and Accessories

MAIL ORDERS FILLED PROMPTLY

1517 Clay Street TWinoaks 3-7541

OAKLAND 12, CALIFORNIA

PEASANT COSTUMES
A also ORIGINAL MODELS

Complete Costumes

$17.50 to $45.00

Skirts—$8.50 up

Blouses—$3.00 up

Accessories

DOROTHY GODFREY
1333 Second Ave. San Francisco

(Between Irving and Parnassus )

OV 1-7431

you'll love it!
^ **-' t

Windsor's new round dance •

"SOSWOW
It's busy — it's bouncy — it's gay — it's happy! Superb
rhythm by the full Sundowners Band that says, "You just
GOTTA dance'' Doc and Winnie Alumbaugh are dog-
goned sure that you'll have as much fun dancing this
easy, catchy little routine as they had in putting it to-
gether.
On the flip side is "WALTZ DELIGHT", that beautiful,
flowing waltz by Homer and Betty Howell of Oklahoma
City, written to the music of "Mistakes". Wonderful
music for a wonderful dance.

Full dance descriptions with each record.

#7612 (78 r.p.m.) 90c
#4612 (45 r.p.m.) 90c

Another new release—"HALL'S HASH" and
"JOHNSON'S JUMBLE". Here is "hash" call-
ing at its best (or worst). Bob Hall calls a
medley of his own dances, such as RIPTIDE,
THE BACKTRACKED SHOOTING STAR, and
FREE WHEELER. Bruce Johnson calls a mess
of stuff that leaves you gasping. Frankly,
we DARE you to tackle these two dances.
Strictly NOT for beginners. We furnish in-
struction sheet — you take it from there.

#7408 (78 r.p.m.) $1.45
#4408 (45 r.p.m.) $1.25

5528 N. Rosemead Blvd.

Records
Temple City, Calif.
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK
"D,

THE AMERICAN FOLK DANCE

Your editor has frequently participated in informal discussions as
to what is THE American Folk Dance — or is there such a thing?
Let's start some thinking again on this subject.

Is a new folk material developing around Jazz?. — -around the fox
trot and other dances of contemporary American ball rooms? Such
dances and their "music" have been quite readily received in some
sections of Europe and the Orient (along with the American movies).
Actually, we can find no evidence that either the dance forms or the
music will survive abroad or at home — they do change form to some
degree but hardly seem to be approaching definite patterns in which
to survive. Frequently, they lack meaning and almost as frequently
any meaning of the words is contradicted by the music. Also, to a
large extent, the words tell but one side of one story— and lack funda-
mental rootage in contemporary life.

Can a new folk lore be developing, as some hope, around "con-
temporary" rounds? These dances seem to borrow too much, with
too little change from older forms o.f ballroom dancing. Their chief
recommendation is that they are "easy to learn." Here again we
question fundamental meanings and keen association of dance and
music. They lack variety and frequently are so inexpertly put to-
gether as not to deserve to live. We doubt that any grafting of such
material on current "popular" melodies can outlive the popularity of
those melodies. They would be better set to melodies that have
already survived. Their chief deficiency is that they are "not good
enough" to survive. A few, however, will undoubtedly live a long
time and may become "folksy."

Perhaps we may take a cue to what travelers from abroad want to
"take home" from our dances. Without exception the ones with whom
we have discussed the matter (Ireland, Israel, Germany, Japan, Scot-
land, Sweden) have wanted our squares. We are not discussing the
origin of squares. — -undoubtedly they came from Europe, but have
received a new imprint that has captured our folk dancing visitors.
Maybe this is the "American Folk Dance." As our friends -use this
material they are having many difficulties. Some have burlesqued
them — witness pictorial reports out of England. Many problems have
been encountered relative to how to call- — language barriers. The best
answer to date has seemed to be to use the "American slanguage"
and interpret its meaning. Thus, they seem to be following what we
have tried to do in such dances as Chamarita.

However, this writer is now thinking that something else may he
the most novel and thoroughly American development relative to
folk dancing. We dance the dances of all the nations — and make an
honest (however inadequate) effort to dance them correctly. This is
much less evident abroad. Personally, we have found enough evi-
dence to believe that there are more Americans dancing more Swedish
dances, more Danish dances, more Irish dances than you would find
in their native lands. These old' dances are still danced in their home-
lands, but by a relatively few "nationalists" or folklore students, and
not by any great number of people. Our visitors are all amazed at
the number of dances and dancers and the quality of our dancing.
Our contribution may well be not the melting pot idea, not a national-
istic approach, but a true dance "internationalism." We believe that
there is emerging out of the Federation's ten years of very potent life
an international dance consciousness not evident anywhere in Europe.
The development should be interesting and extremely worth while, if
we can keep and extend -our keen desire to dance these dances in the
old manner. Is this, or something else, THE American development?

Our Couer
The four Fresno council presidents, F. W. (Wat) McGugin, Nate

Moore, Z. A. Bump and E. Ford Thompson, superimposed on (upper)
the Reeding Park Slab in use and a recent Festival in the Civic Audi-
torium. We believe that this month's feature 'of Fresno and the coun-
cil's activities could well be a major stimulation toward the formation
of new councils. In recent issues, Let's Dance! has brought to your
attention the fine work being done in San Francisco and Sacramento
by their councils. Many other fine councils are in action such as the
Diablo, Monterey Bay Area, the Peninsula, Contra Costa, the East
Bay, and others. These councils as nearer-home units of the federated
program are becoming an increasingly essential part of the Folk Dance
Federation of California.
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CALENDAR

FEDERATION FESTIVALS
North

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 —Memorial
Auditorium, Fresno. "Raisin Festi-
val." Council meeting 12:30. Danc-
ing 1:30-5:30. See Other Events
item.

NOVEMBER — Open. An invitation
from any Northern California Coun-
cil will be appreciated for this date.

DECEMBER —San Jose Auditorium.
Hosts: Peninsula Folk Dance Coun-
cil.

South
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19—Glendale

Civic Auditorium, 1401 N. Verdugo
Rd., Glendale. An indian summer
folk dance party for the Federation.
Council meeting, 12 noon; dancing,
1:00 to 5:00 p.m. Hosted by the
Berendo Folk Dance Co-op. Chair-
man: George Holly.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1 —Long
Beach Municipal Auditorium, foot of
American Ave., inside the spectacu-
lar Rainbow pier. Dancing, 8:00 to
12:00 p.m. Hosted by the Silverado
Folk Dancers. Chairman: Ralph
Gordon.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14 — Santa
Monica Municipal Auditorium,
Ocean Park. An international Christ-
mas party. Council meeting, 12:00
noon; dancing, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Hosted by the Santa Monica Folk
Dancers. Chairman: Sid Pierre.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 1953—Glen-
dale Civic Auditorium. A midwinter
festival, 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. Hosted
by the Pasadena Folk Dance Co-op.
Chairman: John Nordquist.

FEBRUARY and MARCH — Still
open??!!?

KANK MOORE, 2658 21st Ave., San Fran-
cisco, and OSMYN STOUT, 105 Maulsby Drive,

Whittier, Editors

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19—Glen Park
Recreation Center, Chenery and Elk
Sts. (Out Mission St. to Bosworth;
out Bosworth to Elk.) Dancing 1:00
to 5:00. Sponsor: S. F. Folk Dance
Council. Host: The Swingsters of
San Francisco.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25—Memo-
rial Auditorium, Fresno. "Raisin
Festival." Evening program of folk
and square dancing with exhibi-
tions. Dancing 7:30-11:00. Part of
Raisin Festival celebration.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26 —Oroville
Municipal Auditorium. Fifth Annual
Fall Festival of Folk and Square
Dancing. Afternoon: 1:30-2:30. Eve-
ning: 7:30-??. Host: Oroville Old
Time Dance Club, Inc.

South
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28—Silverado

Club House, 31st & Santa Fe, Long
Beach. Party night and exhibitions;
dancing 8:00 to ? Hosted by the
Silverado Folk Dancers. Chairman:
"Hap" Reynolds.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29—Glen-
dale Y.W.C.A., 735 Lexington Ave.,
Glendale. Halloween Party for the
Federation. Dancing, 7:30 p.m.
Hosted by the Glendale Folk Danc-
ers. Chairman: Marjorie Lewis.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31—Santa Bar-
bara. McKinley School. Dancing, 8
to 12 p.m. Hosted by the combined
folk dance clubs of the Santa Bar-
bara area. Chairman: Bill Herlow.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31—Los Ange-
les. Griffith Park Club House, River-
side Dr. and Los Feliz Blvd. An old
fashioned Halloween Party. Danc-
ing, 8:00 to 12:00 p.m. Hosted by
the Griffith Park Folk Dancers.
Chairman: Mates Dexler.

REGIONAL FESTIVALS
North

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, OCT. 4, 5—
Civic Auditorium, Santa Cruz. Danc-
ing: Saturday, 7:30-11:00; Sunday,
1:30 to 5:30. Host: Santa Cruz
Breakers.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 — Vallejo,
Armory of the U. S. Naval and Ma-
rine Corps Reserve Training Center,
foot of Sonoma St. (near Maryland
St.) Autumn Festival of the Sunny-
side Folk Dancers of Vallejo. Danc-
ing: 1:30-5:30;7:30-??

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29—Whit-
tier. Location to be announced later.
A Fifth Saturday party night. Danc-
ing, 8:00 to 11:30 p.m. Hosted by
the Whittier Co-operative Folk
Dancers. Chairman: Forrest Gil-

OTHER EVENTS
OCTOBER 17, FRIDAY — Portland,

Oregon. Art & Metha's Minstrel and
Variety Show, Masonic Temple,
West Park & Main Sts., 8:30 p.m.
Presented by Portland O-N-0 Danc-

OCTOBER24-25-26—"Raisin Festival," Me-
morial Auditorium, Fresno. Program: Fri-
day evening—square dance jamboree, host-
ed by Central California Callers' Associa-
tion. Saturday evening—folk dance festival.
Sunday afternoon—Federation Folk Dance
Festival. Postfestival dinner and get-togeth-
ers after both Friday and Saturday parties.
Other civic festivities.

OCTOBER 26, SUNDAY — Square Dance
Callers' Association meeting.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23—Square Dance
Callers' Association meeting.

DECEMBER 28, SUNDAY—Square Dance
Callers' Association meeting. (Members to
be notified of locations for the above by
card.)

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8—Bay Area, Mil-

lie Von Konsky, Chairman.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10—Bay Area.

ED DURLACHER
Nationally known square
dance caller and teacher.
Originator of Square Dance
Associates 'HONOR YOUR
FARTHER' Albums, tayt . . .

"HONOR Y O U R
P A R T N E R

with the finest phonograph on the market.. .the

Very frankly, I am told on if 100%,

and / will endorse it wherever f go."

Here's more of what ED DURLACHER hat to toy
about the Rhyfhmasfer . . . "Callers and teachers
can be sure of the finest in hearing reception
with the RHYTHMASTER. Outdoors as well as
indoors its clarity of tone at ALL peaks is ex-
ceptional. It can either whisper or shout with-
out distortion! I have used the RHYTHMASTER
in a regulation size armory with over six
hundred teen-agers on the floor with perfect
results. This machine plays any R.P.M. record-
ing, AT ANY SPEED DESIRED and you can slow
up or increase the beat of your music with a
flip of the finger. The RHYTHMASTER is the
machine that helps you in your work, not
merely plays your records."

Preferred by Ed Durlacber, Michael Herman, Ted
Russell and many other outstanding Callers and
Teachers. The RHYTHM-
ASTER will make your
work easier and increase
your profits. You'll pay a
little more in your initial
investment, but you'll save
many times the difference
in the long run because ^̂ •̂S^W î:*:-* <.
the RHYTHMASTER will ^•RVKTV^ I
not only outperform all
other machines on the mar-
ket, but will outlast them
by a wide, wide margin.

• F/ngerfip control fever
increases or decreases
speed of ANY RECORD
(without stopping
fhe machine;.

Write for FftEE C

REK-O-KUT CO.
38-09 QUEENS BOULEVARD, LONG ISLAND CITY 1, N. Y.

LET'S DANCE!









First Council Festival—March 26, 1949
The Spring Festival of March 26, 1949,

welded the infant council into a cohesive
whole. It was successful beyond all expecta-
tions. Fresno Memorial Auditorium is one of
the biggest structures of its kind in the San
Joaquin Valley but it was filled to capacity
not so much with dancers but with a tremen-
dous number of spectators. The latter filled
the balconies upstairs, occupied every bit of
standing room and then encroached more and
more on the dancing space until the dancers
were crowded into about half the floor. But
what enthusiastic spectators they were! Ap-
plauding the dancers, noisy and happy and
oblivious of all attempts to make them stand
back and give the dancers more room. I don't
believe we shall ever again recapture the
spontaneity and the joyful spirit of that first
festival, the sense of accomplishment on the
part of the council members, and the eager-
ness of a festival-starved Fresno audience. Or
maybe that is just a feeling that goes with all
"first" things, that they can never be dupli-
cated. At any rate, it was a splendid festival
and featured an interesting highlight, Achoude
Arzouni's troupe, performing Russian Arme-
nian dances. This was a professional group
which donated its services to us and its inter-
esting repertoire of the Near Eastern dances,
flavored with Russian prydsiakas and accom-
panied by singing, brought down the house.
Costs of the festival were divided among the
member clubs and amounted to about $5 for
each.

* * *

First Harvest Festival
A harvest festival was planned for Septem-

ber of that first year, following the lines of
the spring party which had been so success-
ful. Exhibitions were local and expenses kept
to a minimum so that again the, share of each
club amounted only to a few dollars. About two
weeks before this festival was to be held there
was an unexpected turn of events which was
to launch the Fresno Folk Dance Council into
the limelight of publicity throughout the state.

": =:= :::

Our Sponsor Appears
John Arthur Reynolds, secretary of the

Central Valley Empire Association, came to
one of our meetings with a proposal that set
our heads spinning with ideas. He had been
asked by the California Raisin Advisory Board
to find a suitable vehicle for reviving Fresno's
old Raisin Day celebration. John Reynolds is
a folk dancer at heart though not in fact—he
thrills to the Scottish bagpipes and the fling,
loves squares and appreciates a rowdy Schuh-
plattler. So what was more natural than that
he should propose that the vehicle be a folk
dance festival.

A series of discussions followed. There were
some dissident notes among the more suspi-
cious council members, who were afraid that
we would be made the pawns of an advertising
scheme. But most of us were full of enthusi-
asm to have acquired a sponsor and the day
at length arrived when the date of the first
Raisin Harvest Festival was set—November
19, 1949.

Two festivals, two months apart! Those two
months -were iianUc -w'rtVi preparations for all
of us, particularly for the officers. We wanted
to make that first Raisin Harves.t Festival a
great success not only to keep our sponsor and
thus be able to bring outside exhibition groups
to Fresno but also because it would mean that
the .council had come of age. Al Bump did
yeoman's work trying to be all things to all
men. Besides the festivals there were weekly
parties sponsored by the council to be looked

after—an activity which the member clubs en-
dorsed shortly after the organization of the
council; inquiries from new clubs; the thou-
sand and one things which the first president
of an organization has to do. As for me, tak-
ing notebook and pencil to that first January
meeting turned out to be a momentous deci-
sion. As secretary-treasurer I soon found my-
self completely immersed in writing letters
and keeping records, including invitations to
exhibition groups, out-of-town masters of cere-
monies, and taking care of council finances.
Later on the office of vice-president was added
and to it were annexed the duties of treasurer,
which seems a good arrangement and equalizes
the work better.

=:= * *
The First Raisin Harvest Festival

When the curtain was raised at last on the
first Raisin Harvest Festival, our co-sponsor
echoed the sentiments of all of us who had
worked to bring it about. "There's nothing
like it," he said, viewing from the stage the
thousands of spectators who filled every avail-
able seat of the balcony and overflowed into

.the aisles and standing room behind, and the
hundreds of dancers forming endless patterns
of motion on the huge floor. And the spirit of
that crowd! The enthusiasm of the dancers,
whetted by the appreciative audience, ex-
pressed itself in the merriest shouting and
stamping, a grin on every face, and a warm
welcome to all our out-of-town friends who
came many miles to dance with us.

I think it is the spirit of our Raisin Harvest
Festival which perhaps is its most distinctive
feature. Fresno dancers are genuinely delight-
ed to see their friends converging from the
North, South, and the Monterey Peninsula to
this central area of California to dance with us.
The exhibitions are always enthusiastically
received and our spectators—even the standees
—stay hour after hour, seemingly oblivious to
discomfort. Of course the International Food
Market in the foyer of the auditorium also
sounds a "different" note.

::= ••'.-• *

The International Food Market
To digress a little from the main thread of

the story, one of the traditions of Fresno festi-
vals from the beginning is the International
Food Market. It is so popular here that per-
haps other communities would like to try it.
There are a number of ethnic groups here, and

(Continued on Page Fourteen)

FRESNO'S DANCING FLORISTS
Frank and Frances Peters

PETERS FLOWER SHOP
Kearney Blvd. at West Ave.

Ph. 6-2178 Fresno

HERB & DODE'S

HUT
Good Food — Cocktails

WE NEVER CLOSE

Located just north of downtown

Fresno on Hiway 41 (Blackstone Ave.)

701 Blackstone Phone 3-2431
FRESNO

\)V HARTS

,(f RESTAURANTS

Where Folk Dancers Gather

38 YEARS —24 HOURS A DAY

200,000,000 MEALS EXPERIENCE

Sacramento
919 K Street
520 K Street

7th & L Streets

Fresno
2030 Tulare Street

Box Lunches to Take Out

ILLUSTRATED: 5H DESK FILE

One of 42 Office Accessories
Manufactured and Sold

All Over the West

SEE YOUR STATIONER

LIT-NING
PRODUCTS CO. 2694 Elm Ave.

TELEPHONE 3-8525

"The West's Own Manufacturer of Quality
Metal Office Equipment"

FRESNO
FOLK DANCE CENTER OF CALIFORNIA

Z. A. BUMP
OWNER AND ENTHUSIAST

8 LET'S DANCE!



THE RECORD FINDER
WHAT'S NEW & WHERE TO BUY

Try These Record Shops

ALAMEDA

FRANCK'S MUSIC AND APPLIANCES
1349 Park St. LAkehurst 31021

BERKELEY

DAVE'S RECORD SHOP
372 Colusa Ave. LA S-SI22

FRESNO

HOCKETT COWAN MUSIC CO.
1254 Fulton Street Phone 6-8171
MARGO'S, Home of Foreign Records
719 Fulton Street Phone 3-8044
SCHILLING MUSIC CO.
1239 Fulton St. Phone 3-3517

LOS ANGELES

AMERICAN MUSIC COMPANY
426 So. Broadway Ml 1871

PAUL ERFER'S FOLK ARTS BAZAAR
625 Shatto Place DU 8-5265

MERCED

RECORD RENDEZVOUS
356 Seventeenth St. Phone 375

OAKLAND

RADIO MARGO
7415 MacArthur Blvd. LOckhaven 2-1551

SLAY-ART MUSIC
3325 E. 14th Street ' KEIIogg 4-4246

PHIL MARON'S FOLK SHOP
1517 Clay Street TWinoaks 3-7541

SACRAMENTO

TOWER DRUG
16th and Broadway Sacto. 2-4916

SAN FRANCISCO

ED KREMERS' FOLK SHOP
262 O'Farrell St. SUtter 1-7294

MODERN RADIO CO.
1475 Height St. UNderhill 1-4751

SAN MATEO

PENINSULA MUSIC CENTER
El Camino Real at 24th Fireside 5-2310

SANTA C R U Z ~

LAWRENCE CULLOM
318 Pacific Ave. Phone 598

STOCKTON

OTTO SCHWILL
2301 Pacific Ave. Stockton 2-3553

STOCKTON RADIO SERVICE
114 No. Calif. St. Stockton 8-8383

VALLEJO

NELSON TELEVISION STORE
1207 Tennessee St. Phone 2-1527

VICTOR'S NEW SCHOOL SERIES
1. ACE OF DIAMONDS (Danish Couple

Dance)/BLEKING (Swedish Couple Dance)
45-6169.

2. GUSTAF'S SKOAL (Swedish Group
Dance)/LOTT'IST TOD (Swedish Couple
Dance) 45-6170.

3. KLAPPDANS (Swedish Couple Dance) /
SHOEMAKER'S DANCE (Danish) 45-6171.

4. SEVEN JUMPS (Danish) / BINGO
(American Play Party 45-6172.

5. NORWEGIAN MOUNTAIN MARCH
(Danish Couple Dance) /TRA-LA-LA JA SAA
(Norwegian Singing Game) 45-6173.

6. SELLENGER'S ROUND (English)/
GATHERING PEASCODS (English) 45-6174.

7. GREEN SLEEVES (English) /RIBBON
DANCE (English) 45-6175.

8. CRESTED HEN (Danish)/CHIMES OF
DUNKIRK (Belgian) 45-6176.

9. COME LET US BE JOYFUL (German) /
BUMMEL SCHOTTISCHE (German) 45-6177

10. OH SUSANNA (American) / THE
IRISH WASHERWOMAN (Irish and Ameri-
can) 45-6178.

11. CARROUSEL (Swedish) / KINDER-
POLKA (German) / HIGHLAND FLING
(Scotch) / HIGHLAND SCHOTTISCHE
(Scotch) 45-6179.

12. VIRGINIA REEL (American) / POP
GOES THE WEASEL (American) 45-6180.

13. MINUET (Mozart) (from Don Gio-
vanni)/MAYPOLE DANCE (English) 45-6181

14. TURN AROUND ME (Czechoslovak-
ian)/HANSEL AND GRETEL (German)/
THE WHEAT (Czechoslovakian)/CSHEBO-
GAR (Hungarian) 45-8182.

15. TANTOLI (Swedish) / DANCE OF
GREETING (Danish) 45-6183.

16. BLACKBERRY QUADRILLE / SOL-
DIER'S JOY 45-6184.

All but the last named in the series is played
by The Victor Folk Dance Orchestra, Michael
Herman, conductor, and include dance in-
structions by Michael Herman. We wish that
we could praise these more highly. They re-
place an older and almost identical series that
was heavy and lacking in "color." These are
less heavy-—violin replacing the brass—but do
not give the feeling of a really national back-
ground. Perhaps we are asking too much of a
series prepared for children, but maybe that is
where we need the most "authentic" color.

The records are useful—the repeats are
good, the emphases are helpful, and many
represent dances not otherwise recorded. You
will want several in your library but not all.
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from the viewpoint
of the administrator

By RUDOLPH FREEMAN, Principal
Jefferson School, Stockton, Calif.

THERE are three major areas in which
the elementary school principal should
have information and be able to pass it on

to teachers actively engaged in the actual
teaching process.

The first consideration is that teachers have
both the training in teaching the subject and
an attitude that folk dancing is to be en-
joyed. Teachers themselves need the confi-
dence that comes with good background and
that means an opportunity to learn to teach
dancing. I find most teachers, at our level at
least, have very little such preparation. The
answer is either summer college work or in-
service courses during the year.

In addition to being able to do a job of
teaching, the teacher must have a willingness
to accept the philosophy that, in addition to
other values, it must be fun. This is a matter
that is developed only by the teacher herself
enjoying folk dancing and that comes from
being experienced in it. I highly recommend
that teachers expecting to do a job of folk
dancing become involved with an adult group
in a class situation and proceed from there.

With this background provided, the next
interest of the principal is that of correlations
and sequences. A most defendable facet of
folk dancing in our present day educational
philosophy is that of shedding light on the
customs and folk lore of the people of the
world. The principal, in planning with a teach-
er or groups of teachers, must incorporate in
the plan as many possibilities as possible and
here the chance to inject the folk dancing of
countries presents itself. In addition to de-
ciding that this activity fits and will be of
value, there comes the matter of taking the
children where they are and progressing from
that point, the matter of proper sequences.
Once it has been determined where the group
is, the teacher must be made to realize that
first things come first and proceed accordingly.
Factors such as age of the group in relation
to couple dancing formations, the value of
circle mixer dances, the learning of basic
steps, the difficulty of any particular dance in
terms of music, numbers of patterns, etc., need
to be given careful consideration. One point
to be emphasized here is that teachers tend to
teach the dances they know rather than those
properly fitted to the group, emphasizing the
point that teachers need both to learn dancing
and learn which ones are fitted to a group.
Many listings of dances by grades are avail-
able but none are usable unless those of the
grade before are familiar.

This enters the area of the third point in
which the principal enters the picture, that of
being able to suggest or better provide sources
of philosophy, sequences, correlations and
finally details of the dance itself. In the typi-
cal elementary school, budgets are arranged
so that, by choice, libraries can contain most
of the better references and this should be
done. Teachers, being used to finding source
and resource materials, should find in their
school library the more usable materials. Such

THE smiling miss shown weaving cloth at
a loom is Norma Shinn, daughter of two
members of Changs International Folk

Dancers. Weaving was but one of several
"art in action" exhibits at Changs' last Hobby
Show which took place the latter part of 1950.

Plans are now under way for Changs' new
Hobby Show to be held in their hall at 1630
Stockton Street on Sunday, November 2nd,
from 1:30 to 8:30 p.m. Proof that folk dancers
have many diversified interests is evidenced in
the exhibits now being planned. These will in-
clude wood carving, weaving, hand-made jew-
elry, collections of china, and costumed dolls,
and perhaps others as well.

What might appear to be an unusual feature
to the layman is the fact that so many "he-
men" take to embroidering and costume-mak-
ing in general soon after they become folk
dancers, partly as an economy measure. One
of the booths at the coming Hobby Show will
feature men's embroidery exclusively.

The talents of a new member, acquired dur-
ing the past year, will constitute another work-
ing exhibit which we may safely call "artist
in action." If you've ever wondered how you
would look on paper under the scrutinizing
eye of a cartoonist, here is your chance, for
this particular Changs member will be there
to do caricatures of any who request.

Members of Changs, just as other folk
dancers, not only dance a good deal, but
through their love of dancing, carry on other
hobbies in the fields of folk art or folk lore.
In this regard, too, has extensive costume in-
formation been collected, and more than one

books as Shaw's Round Dance Book for basic
steps, the several volumes of Folk Dances from
Near and Far are typical.

All in all, the use of folk dancing, like most
anything else, in any individual school situa-
tion depends on the interests of the principal
first of all and that he be willing and able to
help the teachers by giving them an oppor-
tunity to build their own background, to de-
velop sequences and correlations, to provide
usable, authentic printed material on the sub-
ject and above all to have fun doing it.

member has his or her own scrapbook of
treasures for ready reference.

Under the leadership of Chairman Paul
Milani, the Hobby Show committee will, when
the scheduled time arrives, work like the pro-
verbial "busy beavers" constructing and set-
ting up booths throughout Saturday and into
Sunday. Then mid-morning Sunday, almost
before the booths are satisfactorily arranged,
those members who are to exhibit begin to
arrive, arms laden with packages, suitcases,
props. There is more work ahead in arranging
displays, particularly the "live" exhibits where-
in the member will demonstrate how a par-
ticular object is made.

And after the visitors have come—folk
dancers and casual spectators alike—and have
viewed the many interesting items and stopped
to chat with friends, perhaps indulged in
snacks from the international foods now tenta-
tively planned, and finally left with the feeling
that this has been a most enjoyable way to
spend a Sunday afternoon, the work for
Changs members goes on. For, though "Rome
wasn't built in a day," certainly Changs
Hobby Shows are (not counting those extra
work hours on Saturday, and, too, while Rome
was not torn down in a day, the Hobby Show,
a little city in itself, must be completely dis-
assembled that night, for the following evening
the weekly beginners' class will be in session
in that very hall.

As induustriously as they had worked in the
morning, exhibiting members now work at
putting objects away. Thumbtacks are pried
loose, suitcases snapped shut, and the work
crew begins the heavier task of breaking down
partitions and shelves so recently assembled.

Because the response has been so great in
past years, and because their efforts have been
so appreciated, Changs feels it is all worth
while. That's why they are inviting you to
their current Hobby Show. There will be no
charge; folk dancers and the general public
both are welcome. You are cordially invited
to make November 2nd a day for leisurely
browsing in their hall, and to get better ac-
quainted with Changs members.

10 LET'S DANCE!






















