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Folk and Square Dance Attire
Sewing and Tailoring to Order
CLORETTA'S COSTUME SHOP
Penny Profit Building

1933 Solano Avenue
Vallejo, California

Vallejo's first folk and square dance
costume store

| p.m. - 9 p.m. and all day Saturday
Phone 3-3210 Mail: P. O. Box 123, Vallejo
Cloretta and McDaniel Hopson, proprietors

ATTEND

Potk Dance (Ylasses

AT
CHANGS INTERNATIONAL
FOLK DANCERS
Folk Dance Classes
Beginners ..o Monday

Intermediate ... Thursday
Advanced ... Wednesday

8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. — 60c

Style and ethnic background stressed as
well as the dance patterns themselves

1630 Stockton St. San Francisco |1, Calif.

Sgaare Dancers!
visIT

OLSEN NOLTE
SADDLE SHOP

4701 Third Street
“The Store of the Wooden Horse”

SHIRTS - BOOTS - HATS - JACKETS
BELTS - BUCKLES - TIE SLIDES
SILK COWBOY TIES

“Everything for the Square Dancer”

San Francisco

JACK McKAY

Classes in Square Dancing and
Square Dance Calling

1965 Tenth Avenue San Francisco 22
LOmbard 6-6293

RECORDS BOOKS
ED KREMERS'
FOLK SHOP
A FOLK AND SQUARE DANCE
SPECIALTY CENTER

262 O'Farrell St., No. 301
San Francisco 2, Calif. SUtter 1-7294

KISMET RECORD COMPANY

227 EAST 14TH STREET

One of the oldest established independent manufacturers of those
gay, lilting, international folk dances.

Available on plastic and shellac.

If your nearest dealer cannot supply you please communicate with
us or our West Coast distributor for information.

W. M. VAN DEREN

2806 San Pablo Avenue

NEW YORK 3, NEW YORK

Berkeley, California

Folk Dance Federation
of California

NEW OFFICE

420 Market Street
Room 521, Tilden Sales Bldg.
SUtter 1-8334

SAN FRANCISCO
DALE TEAGUE, in charge

EUROPE
JULY - AUGUST

All expense low cost tour with a
folk dance group. The Yon Konskys
will be your leaders.

WRITE FOR DETAILS

?

a

TRAVEL SERVICE
20th and Broadway Oakland, Calif.

Folk and Square Dancing Skirts, Blouses,
Aprons, Stoles, Handbags Gg>%
in colored
broadcloths—
made to order
and trimmed
with

Imported
Tyrolean
Braids! .
(Skirts $8.95 up) ™

TYROLEAN
INFORMALS
by WECK

P. O. Box 855
Santa Barbara, Calif.

Sole distributor for
Original Tyrolean braid

231

CALIFONE

“VARIPOLE” Speed Tuning

This exclusive Califone feature permits a
gradual adjustment of turntable speed
from 239 below normal to 109 above
mormal at all 3 speeds.

the caller’s
partner
the 1951 Model 24Muyv

America’s Most Powerful
Single Unit
Complete Sound System

$16250 .

3 speed transcription player
“Varipole” electrical variable speed
2-12” heavy duty loud spéakers
Super power 24 watt peak amplifier
Inputs for 2 microphones
Combines to a single easily
Carried unit weighs 30 pounds

Other Califones Complete System
from $99.50

Send for 1951 Catalogue Today

CALIFONE CORP.

Hollywood 38, Calif.

LET'S DANCE!
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK

By Lawtonw D, Farrcs
) WHO LEADS?

We have been quite intrigued lately with so many
illustrations that the man is not leading his partner
in much of our folk dancing. There may be several
reasons for this: 1—Pattern dances leave less neces-
sity for direct guidance as both have a pre-determined

'set of motions to accomplish, sometimes as an indi-

vidual rather than as a part of a team. 2—Frequently
the woman knows the dance better than her partner
and not only does not wait for his lead but may actu-
ally be leading him. 3—The two dance so independ-
ently of each other that he is in no position to lead;
many of our folk dancers with no, or at least little,
previous dance experience and no specific knowledge
or skill in leading simply are unable to lead.

What about it? . . . where do we come out? We
believe that dancers and teachers should be making

~more effort to train our men to lead—or as some old

timers would have it—“teach the men to be men and
the women to be ladies.” This will involve having
the men know the routines; develop definite but not
rough physical guidance of their partners. This is
not the place for a full development of the theme.

In the meantime, the woman must “assist the lead”
by “resisting.” He must “feel part of her weight”
the right hand and arm; he must feel some resisting
pressure when he leads with- his left hand. Stating
it less graciously, he must not have the feeling of

dancing with a well-decorated feather pillow.-

This is actually the ancient game of chivalry, of
pursuit and flight, still a part of the ball-room and
folk dance. Who leads? We suspect that all too fre-
quently our Folk Dance Queens are pushing their
Prince Charmings around. Correct?

OUR COVER

The winners of the Old Monterey Costume contest
at the 1952 Cascarone Ball. Old timers selected
Camilla Doe of Carmel and Dr. Russell Williams,
M. D., also of Carmel, as the “best” and “most au-
thentically costumed.” Photo by 4. C. Smith.



FEDERATION FESTIVALS

North

SUNDAY, MARCH 16—National Guard
Armory, Mission at 14th St., San Fran-
cisco. Council meeting 12:30; dancing
1:30 to 5:30 and 7:30 to 10:30. Theme:
INTERNATIONAL FAIR. Wear your
gayest costume! Hosts: San Francisco
Folk Dance Council.

SUNDAY, APRIL 6—Sacramento. Hosts:
Sacramento Council of Folk Dance
Clubs. Sacramento Municipal Auditor-
ium, 10th and J Sts. 12:30, Council
Meeting. Dancing 1:30-50, and 7:30-10.

MAY—East Bay Council

JUNE—Southern Alameda County Re-
gional Council

JULY—Marin Regional Council

REGIONAL FESTIVALS

North

SATURDAY, MARCH 22—STOCKTON.
Civic Auditorium, 8-12 p.m. Polk Y
Dots’ 6th Annual Birthday Ball—a crip-
pled children’s benefit. Exhibitions and
dancing.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30 — Chico High
School Gym. Dancing 1:30 to 5:30 and
1:30 to 11. Hosts: Chico Folk Dance
Council.

FRIDAY, SATURDAY,SUNDAY., APRIL
4, 5, 6—Fresno Blossom Festival (see

FRESNOTES for details).

South

SATURDAY, MARCH 22 — Glendale
Civic Auditorium 8 to 12 p.m. South-
ern Section’s Sixth Birthday.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30—Ojai. 1 to 5 p.m.

" Dinner party afterwards.

SATURDAY, APRIL 12— Long Beach

" Municipal Auditorium. Folk Dance Fes-
tival, 8 p.m., sponsored by Long Beach
Folk Dance Cooperative.

SATURDAY, SUNDAY, APRIL 19-20—
Santa Barbara High School Gym., Ana-
pamu St.

SUNDAY, APRIL 20—Westwood Town
Auditorium, Westwood, Calif. Dancing
}330 to 5:30. Host: Lumber Jacks 'n’

ills.
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BEYV. WILDER, DON RONK AND
CHARLES RICH, EDITORS
Items to be included in the Folk Dance
Federation of California Calendar of Events
must be forwarded by the first of the month

previous to publication to Bev. Wilder, 1304
Alma Ave., Walnut Creek, Calif.

OTHER EVENTS
Teacher Training
MARCH 27, 28, 29—Square Dance Insti-
tute with Les Gotcher, Eastwood Recre-
ation Center, 9th and Pine Sts., Chico.
Host: Chico Folk Dance Council.

JULY 21-AUGUST 2—Folk Dance Camp,
College of the .Pacific, Stockton.

STATE FESTIVAL, OAKLAND
SATURDAY, APRIL 5—Statewide Festi-
val Warm-Up Party, San Leandro High
School Gym.

THURSDAY, MAY 29—8:15 p.m., Wood-
minster Amphitheatre. Exhibition Folk
Dancing and Singing for all—OAK-
LAND’S official welcome to the State
Festival.

MAY 30-31, JUNE 1 — STATE FOLK
DANCE FESTIVAL, OAKLAND AUD-
ITORIUM anp EXHIBITION BUILD-
ING. Program includes Square Dance
Institute by Bob Osgood, square dance
party; Folk Dance Institute, and three
folk dance parties (festivals); special
tours, etc. For program see January
Federation Council Meeting Minutes.

Special Events

FRIDAY EVENINGS, MARCH 7 AND
MARCH 14—Exhibition Folk Dancing,
San Francisco Museum of Art. Pro-

gram starts at 8 p.m. Chairman: Walter
Grothe.

JULY 14-29 — International Folk Music
Festival (and dancing), London, Eng-
land. For additional information con-
tact Walter Grothe.

4 Madrelgre Greene

advanced folk dance classes

IN BERKELEY
Wednesdays, 7:30 to 10:30 p.m.
The Clodhoppers, 1730 Oregon St.

IN SAN FRANCISCO
Tuesdays, 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
at studio, 45| Kearney St.

Private Lessons by Appointment

\SUHer 1-2203 SUtter 1-81 55/

Phil Maron's Folk Shop
Folk and Square Dance Records

Books and Accessories
MAIL ORDERS FILLED PROMPTLY

1517 Clay Street TWinoaks 3-7541

OAKLAND 12, CALIFORNIA

SEND FOR OUR LIST OF
FOLK DANCE ARTICLES

Square Dance Napkins
Folk & Square Dance Note Paper
Folk and Square Dance Cards
Felt Emblems for Clubs

Programs — printed or mimeographed

ROSEMONT LETTER SHOP
176 Duboce Ave. HEmlock 1-0817
San Francisco 3, Calif.

PEASANT COSTUMES

and Square Dance Dresses

Cool
Colorful
Inexpensive

Ilus.

Also

Czechg» Blouses
Slovatkia Petticoats
Pantaloons

DOROTHY GODFREY

1333 Second Avenue, San Francisco

Telephone OV 1-7431

LET'S DANCE! .



TELL IT TO DANNY

By DAN McDONALD

4356 |18th Street, San Francisco 14

SACRAMENTO COUNCIL OF FOLK DANCE
CLUBS

Sacramento, California
January 28, 1952

Dear DANNY:

Just a little news from Sacramento:

The March of Dimes Dance at Governor's
Hall in SACRAMENTO was a great success:
just shows how the wonderful folk dancers "will
come fo the aid of their party.”" The wheel chair
exhibition pulled the heart strings of everyone
and drew a good many tears. Bouquets to our
DANNY McDONALD and all who came.

LET'S DANCE! gets around: RICKY HOLD-
EN, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, interested in
HIROKO HIGUCHI'S square dance book writ-
ten in JAPANESE, is in correspondence
(through our magazine) with Japan to add to
his library.

Everyone was invited to promenade his way
to Bancroft Junior High School, SAN LEAN-
DRO, Saturday, February 9, which marked the
CIRCLE-UP CLUB'S second anniversary. Ex-
hibition dances were presented by the nation-
ally-celebrated MADELYNNE GREENE and
members of her Workshop., Also on the pro-
gram was MISS UNA KENNEDY from I[RE-
LAND, who did an Irish Jig. DON ANDER-
SON was guest caller.

THE SAN FRANCISCO EMPORIUM'S "Na-
tions on Parade" program featuring foreign
nationality groups won the highest award from
the American Public Relations Association at
Woashington, D. C..—and you know what? They
used folk dancers, that's what. Each week's dis-
play included a custodian qualified to answer
questions of his native land, an information
register, etc., and the store personnel were ac-
quainted with the pattern of the week. The
foreign-origin employees were supplied with
ribbons of their national colors to wear.

THE SALINAS PIONEERS had a pot-luck
dinner and square dance at the Darington's
Barn down the deep peninsula, February 9,
where your appetite for eatin' and dancin'
were well satisfied. MRS. M. HAYES is their
sacretary.

Wednesday, January 30, was the Year of the
Dragon and the day of the year when the SAN
FRANCISCO MINGSWINGERS held open
house for all folk dancers in traditional Kung
Hay Fat Choy style.

February 14, a year has passed and again
the EAST BAY WOMEN'S DANCE CIRCLE
(directed by MILLIE VON KONSKY) held
their All-Women's Folk Dance Festival in the
AM. at OAKLAND'S Diamond Roller Rink
where more than 200 women participated in
costume, doing the dances taught them once
a week, Yes, that's right — 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m.

Good-good-good news—the very successful
Monday night beginners' class at CHANGS
has now been extended to two nights, and will
be fed into a third intermediate-advanced
class which may have to be extended fo two
nights, too.

MARCH, 1952

CLORETTA and McDANIEL HOPSON have
opened VALLEJO'S first folk dancing store
and, according to their ad in this issue, they
are equipped with materials and know-how to
help you with your costume problems if you
don't know how. Even if you do, drop in and
say how-de-do, anni-how.

JOHN MOONEY of MARIN COUNTY, hus-
band of URSULA, that wonderful "Mystery
Caller" who now sings regularly at parties and
festivals, has just returned from NEW YORK
where he danced with MICHAEL HERMAN'S
COSMOPOLITAN GROUP, met RALPH PAGE
also, and enjoyed a very good time,

MISSION BELLES & BEAUX 1952 officers
are: TOM KENNEDY, re-elected, of course,
president; DICK COUGHLAN, vice-president;
MARVIN CROWE, treasurer; and MINNA
HALABER, secretary. MINNA'S husband,
JOHN, is a baker and keeps the parties sup-
plied with those delicious cakes with jelly yet
under the topping. DICK is official coffes
maker,

CHARLIE BASSET'S (fed. V.P.) invitational
jingle to the SAN QUENTIN BARS party is too
long to space here, but ends in part: "The
guard will admit you, keep watching the stars,
we'll greet you inside, we're the SAN QUEN-
TIN BARS."

Bakersfield's big fourth annual
Winter Folk Dance Festival held
in Harvey Auditorium February
16 featured a full hour of exhibi-
tions for the "general public”" as
an item in selling folk dancers.
I.D.C. and the Gandy Dancers
came up from L. A, The Vine
Hoppers and the Council Werk-
shop came from Fresno, and the
Happy Valley Dancers came from
Ojai. Also the Wagon Wheelers,
B Squares, and Circle 8 clubs
from Bakersfield participated. An-
other hour or more of dancing
was for "everyone." The pictures
by Mark Linscott present the Cir-
cle 8 club in fwo sets of costumes.

Radic and TV have been exceptionally
pleased to accept the very fine services of our
folk dance groups and we shall be well repaid
for our voluntary exhibitions during May when
they have promised fo return the compliment
with free statewide publicity.

FRANK (BUD) PETERSON, president, GLEN
PARK FOLK DANCERS, has been called to
active Navy duty. BILL LOWER, vice-presi-
dent, has taken over the club's reins and AL
SANFORD was elected to veep. AL'S square
calling is coming along mighty fine, as is his
GOOD SAMARITAN FOLK DANCE CLASS,
where he teaches for free. He did a nice job
of calling at DOROTHY MARCHANT'S group
in SAN BRUNO for the Saturday, January 26,
party.

Can't quite get used to not hearing "The
Folk Dancer" program, Sunday nights, 8:30 to
9 on KWBR, and we can't help thinking what's
DAVE BOYCE doing those nights? Never
missed a Sunday in more than three ysars. If
you liked the program, send a card to KWBR
asking for it to be continued.

GRACIE PERRYMAN'S CARROUSEL did a
great job with their Early California "Baile"
and Fiesta Party to benefit the ticket sales for
the statewide warm-up party to be held at
SAN LEANDRO HIGH SCHOOL, April 5.
Various clubs throughout the areas are holding
similar parties. The 50-cent coupon is retained
for participation in the prizes and proceeds
after regular expenses are sent to the festival
committee showing once more how we appre-
ciate this great movement of ours.

Another LET'S DANCE! "consistent adver-
tiser' even while away several months in NEW
YORK has returned to SAN FRANCISCO,

where he started his folk dancing career, which
was B. C. (before Changs] and that's a long
time ago. VIRGIL MORTON, young in years,
but a real old timer to the dancing world.

(Continued on Page Twenty-One)



Quite a lot of things to tell you about this
time. Hope we have room for it all. Everyone
has been real cooperative in sending me the
news of southland folk dancing activities.

An excellent festival was the one hosted by
the SANTA MONICA FOLK DANCERS. As
usual, it was held indoors, and for free. Deco-
rations were of a Christmas motif, with two
huge lighted trees dominating the stage. The
program, as in the past, was lengthy and most

interesting, with several fine exhibitions in-
cluding the beautiful Santa Barbara Contra-
danza by the GANDY DANCERS (just to
show they could do genteel and elegant dances
as well as the more riotous and colorful ones,
I guess!); a performance of the Indian Stick
Dance by the TEN LITTLE INDIANS; a
jitterbug and modern dance demonstration;
and some squares by THELMA TERRY’S
all-negro teen agers, the TERRY TRIPPERS.

The January festival was hosted by the
PASADENA FOLK DANCE CO-OP, but held
in Glendale. Abundant in good dances and
exhibits, it was missing one thing long asso-
ciated with Pasadena—no English Longways!
DAVID YOUNG brought a trio of his HAP-
PY VALLEY-ites down for the humorous
“Los Viejitos” (the old man’s dance), the
GANDYS premiered the complete Czech
Beseda in their wonderful costumes; the
BAVARIAN & TYROLEAN ZITHER CLUB
showed us laendlers as they should be done,
and MADELYNNE GREENE gave forth with
an unscheduled but much-appreciated rendi-
tion of her famous “Hambo,” as well as the
“Jota.” Many thanks to the NORDQUISTS,
who were the general festival chairmen, Presi-
dent JACK RUSSELL, and their staff for a
swell day.

The eve preceding the aforementioned festi-
val was the occasion of the bi-annual party
festival of the U.C.L.A. FOLK DANCERS.
Although it was raining canines and felines
(a regular state of affairs down here this
year), the party was a great success, and one
of the events of the evening was a new (to
California) “Tarantella,” exhibited by the
U.C.L.A. exhibition group and directed by
PHYLLIS BLOOM.

I hear that one of the best halls for folk
dancing is the Inglewood Recreation Center

where the CENTINELLA VALLEY FOLK
DANCERS meet every Tuesday night from 7
to 10, and they invite you to join them whether
you be beginner, intermediate, or what-have-
you. Their expert leader is PAUL ERFER,
than whom there is none experter.
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Report from

| Southern California
BY PAUL PRITCHARD

1050 TWELFTH STREET, SANTA MONICA

One of the annual spring festivities to watch
for is the Community Dance Festival held in
Ontario and in which the ALTA LOMA FOLK
DANCERS always participate and help plan.
This club did its first exhibition in the Orange
Show in San Berdoo in 1948, which led to their
hosting a regional festival there the following

year. Now they are encouraging costuming
and demonstrating at various civic clubs and
organizations in their region, which is hoped
will spread our activities.

Speaking of spreading activities, LOU
PRICE is endeavoring to create a Junior Fed-
eration in the southland. In addition to her
SAN GABRIEL DANCERS (her school group
where she teaches), she also has two other
teen age groups, the SKIRTS & SHIRTS
who have ANNE WHITTIER and DON
STRAUB as leaders and the SADDLE-
MATES, led by ELLEN MASTERS, BART
CARROL and BOB CARTNELL. Joining
forces with them is the JARABE CLUB of
Pasadena, coached by HELEN YOST. These
four groups hope to start the ball rolling, and
KATHY PELTON and GEORGE KRAUSI
are assisting in the promotion. If you know
of any young groups, let Lou know. Her ad-
dress is 1650 Whitefield Road, Pasadena 7.
There must be many around who would be
eligible for membership. How about GAR-
DENA TWILIGHTERS or Santa Monica’s
TERRY TRIPPERS?

Clubs recently added to the membership of
the Southern Section were the TERPSICHO-
REANS, led by LARRY HOYER, the LONG
BEACH FOLK DANCE CO-OP, and the
DESERT DANCERS of El Centro.

Madelynne was not the only no’therner
down here last month. The same time,
WALTER GROTHE was in town for Pasa-
dena’s festival, guested by the GARBERS,
and a visitor to the “Gandies” for a dance
jamboree. Then, MILLIE LIBAN tells me,
come April-showers, she’ll be off again for a
jaunt to Europe and Israel. Some people
have more fun than a barrel of monkeys. And
next year she says, “Away Rio!” BARRY
LEWIS is also scheduled to take a trip in
February, courtesy of Uncle Sam. Costume?
Olive drab!

April’s schedule of events includes a festi-
val in Santa Barbara, sponsored by eight clubs
from Ventura to San Luis Obispo. Should be a
nice deal, especially when the wild flowers
are in bloom along the route. Ojai also has
one at the end of March. A nice town, with
nice people, Ojai. BILL HERLOW reminds
us also of the expedition to the HAVASUPI
Indian Reservation in the Grand Canyon,
early April, an eight or nine day pilgrimage.
Contact Bill for further info if interested.

The GRIFFITH PARK FOLK DANCERS
hold a double celebration come March 22.
They will host their first festival, which is the
sixth anniversary of the Southern Section, at
the Glendale Civic Auditorium. SAM MED-
NICK is program chairman, with assistance

from BOB MORIARITY, ANNE FINK, PHIL
TAPLAN, PAUL PASCAL, HELEN MAR-
CUS, LIANE JORDAN and MATES AND
HELEN DEXLER in various capacities. We
won’t miss this one—should be super.

MARJORIE & OSMYN STOUT, ever on th{§¥

alert to promote the growth of folk dancing,
recently led 1500 teen-agers through the mys-
teries of the polka, schottische and allemande
left at the annual party of the Methodist
Youth Fellowship at Long Beach. Also, just
prior to Christmas, Sage’s Markets held their
party in the Riverside Auditorium, and the
Stouts gave the 500 adults present the works,
too. Report says that everybody had lots of
good clean fun for a Christmas party. Too late
to be of use for this session was the announce-
ment that beginning January 7 and 9, two
series of eight-week square dance classes were
scheduled, sponsored by the Whittier YMCA.
However, check with Marge or Ozzie to see if
they are repeating in the near future if you
want to learn squares or brush up on new calls.

It was wedding bells for DOROTHY
RUNDE, who became Mrs. DON HUCKLE
down in San Diego, which reminds me that
things are still hopping down in the border
city. Their Tuesday night beginners’ classes
held up strong despite the inclement weather
recently—proof that folk dancing has some-
thing “unusual” to offer. The SAN DIEGO
FOLK DANCERS demonstrated several right
colorful dances for the Civic Center Christ-
mas party. The bright colored packages car-
ried on the stage were not Santa’s but from
the Stork, a shower for JULIA BORNE, the
mistress of ceremonies. The club’s own
Christmas party was a h'g success—including
the cookies and coffee. The Ohs and Ahs over
the lovely gifts given VIVIAN WOLL from
the Sunday and Thursday groups and to
EVELYN PREWITT and WALTER REP-
HUN from the Tuesday unit were loud and
lone. New officers include: President, ALLEN
SPENCER; vice-president, DICK CERNY;
treasurer. GERHART MAHNER, and secre-
tary, ENID GARDNER. Watch for an indoor
festival down there in June!

Again we are looking forward to the fifth
International Folk Dance Festival produced
by Irwin Parnes at the Philharmonic—date,
Saturday eve, March 29. It will feature Jean
Leon Destine and his troupe of drummers and
dancers from Haiti, as well as groups from
Guatemala, Korea, Armenia and many other
countries. Switzerland will be represented by
singers and yodelers and a display of flag
twirling, and our own JARABE CLUB will
exhibit dances from Mexico. The show prom-
ises to be better than ever. PAUL ERFER is
again coordinator of program and director of
the. finale. You can get tickets at the Folk
Arts Bazaar.

The VERDUCO DANCERS, formerly the
Stumblers, are the very latest addition to the
Federation. Started at Woodrow Wilson
Junior High under direction of ELMA Mec-
FARLAND, they became intermediate,
changed their name to the present one, and
now meet every second and fourth Thursday
at Eagle Rock Playground, on Yosemite
Street. Couples interested in folk dancing,
and who have been exposed to same, are cor-
dially invited to visit this group on their meet-
ing nights. Several members still attend eve-
niing classes at Wilson school.

Which, all in all, makes it rather an active
month we’ve had here in Southern California.
Now if you’ll excuse me, I'll go rehearse for
Qakland—time’s a-wastin, and will see you
next month.

LET'S DANCE!



CASCARONE DAL

BY BERNICE TWEEDT

ALIFORNIANS in the early days were
Cnol much different from Californians of
the present day. They all loved to dance.

In the early days of California every house
of the wealthy class, whether on a ranch or in
town, had one room large enough to hold a
dance. This room was called la sala del baile.
If there might be too many guests for the
room or if the dance was to be publie, an
arbor or enramada was erected outdoors. The
roof of this arbor was covered with houghs,
and three sides were closed with cloth. The
floor was of well-beaten earth, and around the
closed sides seats were placed for the ladies.
In front of the open side men on horseback
gathered to watch the dancers. When a horse-
man spied some especially good dancer, he
would jump from his horse, put his spurs on
his saddle-bow and go take part in the dance.

The master of ceremonies had charge of
everything connected with the dance. He was
called el tecolero. To begin the festivities
el tecolero would lead out each lady one at a
time. In this way every lady was called out
and there were no wall flowers.

One of the features of the social life of early
California, particularly of Monterey and Los
Angeles, was the Baile de Cascarones (Casca-
rone Ball). The first one was held in Cali-
fornia in 1818. These were held during Car-
nival week preceding Lent. According to cus-
tom, Cascarone season begins at 12 o’clock on
Christmas night and lasts until Ash Wednes-
day. The main ball would be held on Shrove
Tuesday as a farewell to the spirit of carnival.

The cascarone is an eggshell which has been
drained of its contents and an opening left at
one end. The shell is then filled with finely-cut
bits of colored paper or tinsel, the shell some-
times decorated and the opening sealed with
tissue paper. Some shells were filled with
cologne and the open end sealed with wax.
In the early days in California, cascarones
were filled with perfume, cut paper, and some-
times with gold dollars—one to an egg.

The origin of cascarone-breaking remains a
mystery, but the custom was brought to Cali-
fornia by early. Spanish families from Mexico.
In the “flush days™ nightly balls were given
and hundreds of cascarones were broken in
an evening.

Eggshells were saved all through the year,
and many poor families earned money by
making and selling cascarones. They sold for
$1.00 a dozen in the early part of the evening,
but as the dance progressed and cascarones

an old

1952 ball.

hair.

year's ball.

became scarce an ounce of gold dust has been
known to be given for a dozen.

In cascarone-breaking it is not necessary to
be acquainted. To break a cascarone on an-
other’s head was considered a compliment.
The highlight of the evening of the Cascarone
Balls was the bidding for the golden egg. This
was filled with gold dust. The caballero win-
ning the golden egg would break it over the
lady of his choice, and she would then be
la favorita of the ball.

In 1939 Cascarone Balls were revived in
Monterey under the auspices of the Monterey
Civic Club. Many of the old-time traditions
and dances are still a part of our modern Cas-
carone Ball. This ball is now held on the
Saturday preceding Ash Wednesday.

One of our present-day favorites, “La Varso-
viana,” was gintroduced at a Cascarone Ball
in 1846 by Don Manuel Jimeno and Dona
Augustias de la Guerra Jimeno. They brought
the dance from Mexico.

The dances of the upper classes were the
minuet, polka, mazurka, waltz, and other
European “round dances,” the contradanzas,
the fandango, the jota and the jarabe.

Many of the dances were accompanied by
singing or reciting of verses, often improvised.
For example, the fandango was danced by a
couple, accompanied by music and castanets.
When the music would suddenly stop and the
singer would shout “Bombal”, either the man
or the woman dancing the fandango would
have to sing a verse, sometimes improvised at
the moment. To show their enthusiasm, the
men present would crown the best fandango
dancer by piling their sombreros high upon
her head while she was dancing. When her
hands were full of sombreros, they threw them
at her feet. Occasionally, they threw down
their serapes for her to dance upon. When the
dance was finished, the owners could have
their sombreros back by paying any amount
they wished.

Tt was considered improper to kick, in these
early dances, only a small portion of the foot
being shown by the ladies as they did the
figures.

When, in 1830, the waltz, polka, mazurka
and round dances were introduced, the clergy
placed a ban on them. For dancing the waltz,
you could even be excommunicated. But

many Californians of that day would rather
(Continued on Page Ten)

See cover picture for old California costumes. In the photos
by A. C. Smith at left are:

At top, our author, Bernice Tweedt, Lariat Swinger and
Monterey Los Balaidores member, purchases cascarones from
Mrs. Hugo Fulterer at Cascarone Ball, Hotel Del Monte.

Next, Mrs. Tony Castro, member of a pioneer family, wears
gown and poses in front of Manuel Campos and
his Mexican orchestra, which furnished the music for the

"Big Shots" at the ball include (left to right), Mrs. Jack
Dougherty, Mrs. E. E. Hermann, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Olinger,
Admiral Hermann, superintendent of the U. 5. Naval Post
Graduate School at Del Monte, host of the 1952 Ball, and
Mrs. George Fuhrman, president of the Monterey Civic Club,
sponsors of the ball. Note the evidence of popularity of
these commitiee members—the cascarones confetti in their

At left, the House of the Four Winds, one of Monterey's
historic buildings, where the cascarones were made for this




Let's Dance! Costume Department

Soottish Fishwife
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BY MARJORIE POSNER
Costume Editor

A Scottish fishwife’s costume is
one that is not too difficult or ex-
pensive to make, and it is different-
looking.

The skirt and fish-apron are
made of very stiff cotton material,
white striped with a color, in stripes
about one-half inch wide. Ticking
that is very tightly wovern is a good
choice for these two pieces.

The skirt is a plain gathered one,
about three .yards around, over
which goes the fish-apron. This
apton is about the same length as
the skirt hut not so full, and is made
to tuck up in back so it forms a
pouch in which to-carry fish in
front. At the waistline in front is
the money bag, made in an oval
shape with a slit down the middle.

This is quite large and is worn

slightly to the left side. It can be
tied on or hooked over the waist-
band. This money bag and the
blouse are made of flowered mate-
rial, also heavy and with a white
background. ' :

The blouse is rather simple,
made with short sleeves that are
straight and finished off with cuffs
of a plain material. The neckline is
a “V” with a bow of plain material
for trim.

Over the head is worn a paisley-
design wool scarf, a long scarf
rather than a square or triangular
one. White cotton stockings and
plain black or brown shoes com-
plete the costume.

et Danee!

a limited quantity

of complete files for 1951

a few of other back issues
we'll try to complete your file

—2 1‘0.6 dances

—4 to 6 dance calls
—costume hints
—other timely articles

in each issue

25 cents each

12—the full year—$2.50

order from

THE FOLK DANCE FEDERATION
OF CALIFORNIA

Room 521, 420 Market Street

San Francisco, California

"FRESNO'S FIRST HOUSE
OF MUsIC"

offers the largest selection
of folk dance records

in the valley
BELTONA KISMET
CAPITOL ) LONDON
COLUMBIA MacGREGOR
CRYSTAL MORRISON
DECCA c STANDARD
ENGLISH SONART
COLUMBIA VICTOR
FOLKCRAFT WESTERN
FOLKDANCER JUBILEE
IMPERIAL WINDSOR

Records, Sheet Music, Radios, Pianos
Musical Instruments, Appliances

HQCKETT.—COWAN MUSIC CO.
254 Fulton St. Fresno, Calif.

LET'S DANCE!




THE RECORD FINDER

I'ry These Record Shops

ALAMEDA

FRANCK'S MUSIC AND APPLIANCES
1349 Park St. | LAkehurst 31021

BERKELEY

DAVYE'S RECORD SHOP
372 Colusa Ave. LA 5-5122

FRESNO

HOCKETT COWAN MUSIC CO.
1254 Fulton Street Phone 6-8171

MARGO'S, Home of Foreign Records

719 Fulton Street - Phone 3-8044
SCHILLING MUSIC CO.
1239 Fulton St. Phone 3-3517

LOS ANGELES

AMERICAN MUSIC COMPANY
426 So, Broadway Ml 1871

PAUL ERFER'S FOLK ARTS BAZAAR

625 Shatto Place DU 8-5265
MERCED
- RECORD RENDEZYOUS
356 Seventeenth St. Phone 375

OAKLAND
RADIO MARGO
7415 MacArthur Blvd, LOckhaven 21551

SLAY-ART MUSIC
3325 E. 14th Street

PHIL MARON'S FOLK SHOP
1517 Clay Street TWinoaks 3-7541

SACRAMENTO

TOWER DRUG
|6th and Broadway Sacto. 2-4916

SAN FRANCISCO

ED KREMERS' FOLK SHOP
262 O'Farrell St. SUtter 1-7294

MODERN RADIO CO.
1475 Haight St, UNderhill [-4751

SAN MATEO

PENINSULA MUSIC CENTER
El Camino Real at 24th Flreside 5-2310

STOCKTON

OTTO SCHWILL
2301 Pacific Ave. Stockton 2-3553

STOCKTON RADIO SERYICE
114 No. Calif. St. Stockton 8-8383

YALLEJO

NELSON TELEYISION STORE
1207 Tennessee St. Phone 2-1527
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(The following are personal opinions of
the Record Editor—not official Federation
rulings!)

Do you like medleys?

Kismet has released three new rec-
ords, with four sides providing medley
arrangements. We have had very little
of this of recent years. A few years back
one of our very popular dance routines
was “Russian Village,” a medley of
Russian dances in general local use.
Probably the major reason the dance
has fallen out of our programs was our
complete inability to get the record.
Since.then we have seen few medleys,
but two did fail to become popular.

‘What will happen to the arrangements
by Fred Leifer? On the whole the music
is well played for dancing—although
all do sound rather similar in spite of
the different National backgrounds.
The transitions between pieces is best
handled on the Russian side. Each rec-
ord lists which dances it contains and
how many repeats.

149 A-—Russian Medley—Polka Ko-
ketka (2) Karapyet (2), Koroboushka
(2) Lezginka (2), Kohanochka (1),
Lifting Polka (2).

149 B—Kujawiak (Polish).

150 A—TIsraeli Medley — Harmonica
(1), Sham B’Eretz Yisrael (2) Mayim
(1), Hava Nagila(1).

150 B—Two Czechoslovakian Dances
(not in medley arrangement) a—Clap-
ping Polka; b—Andulka.

151 A—American Medley — (com-

- posed dances) Lili Marlene (2) Hot

Pretzels (4), Laces and Graces (2)
Jessie Polka (6).

151 B—Scandinavian Medley—Swed-
ish Hambo (4), Swedish (Danish)
Varsouvienne (2), Norwegian Polka
(4) Danish Parisian Polka (1).

Your reviewer doubts a too happy re-
ception of these recordings, but intends
to give them a try in some of his own
groups. They are well done!

Next Month—Records for Callers.

NEW NEW
German Folk Dance Records

made under supervision of

PAUL and GRETEL DUNSING

These are 12" Plastic "World of Fun"
series records and cost $2.00 each

M-114 Dance Lightly* Stopp-Galopp
Butterfly Dance** Tampet*
Klapptanz

M-115 Sonderburg Double Quadrille*
At the Inn to the Crown**
Foehringer Kontra**  Alfelder

*in Dance Lightly

by Gretel and Paul Dunsing—25 cents |

**in Gefman Folk Dances Yol. |
by Paul Dunsing—$1.75

Order from GRETEL DUNSING
4712 No. Hermitage Ave., Chicago 40, lll,

Yow rPuaclalle
AT YOUR RECORD DEALER'S

on a 'Let's Danée!" Label with

".OS LANCEROS" on the over side

RECORDING APPROVED BY
Fotk Dance Federation of Californla -
(Northern Section)

DANZA PUERTORRIQUENA
. "NO ME TOQUES"

MUSICA - LOS BORICUAS

. [
Recording supervised by oé'
LISA LEKIS 7
Traditional ‘Piserto Rican Folk Dance <%

01
%4 8y orrows, RESS

© R

DEALERS:

Write
GEORGE MURTON, JR.
731 Fulfon Street
Redwood City, California

FOR YOUR SUPPLY




Tlafihy Summen

. BY JOSEF MARAIS

UMMER 1951 was a memorable one for

Miranda and me. True, we came home to

our California garden, fruit-trees, flowers,
and climate with a great sense of well-being,
having traversed and concertised in twenty-
eight States in winter through varying de-
grees of heat and cold from 103 in Texas to
35 below zero in Minnesota.

Returning to our home, you might say, is
what made the summer so delightful. That
was indeed a joy, but the joy of which I
speak was experienced away from home, in
surroundings of pine trees and mountains.

There were young people, older people,
artists, sculptors, painters, musicians (those
who performed and those who taught others
to perform). The fuel which fired their en-
thusiasm was folllore—the folksinging and
folk dancing of many lands. The place?
ISOMATA—a word that sounds as magic as
“Open Sesame.” ISOMATA — Idvllwild
School of Music and the Arts.

Before I tell you of this indelible summer,
let me go back two years when Dr, Max Krone,
dean at the University of Southern California,
asked my wife and me to come up the moun-
tains called San Jacinto, above the desert
communities of Palm Springs and Indio, and
sing a concert in the Atwater Kent Bowl in
the village of Idyllwild, California.

We agreed and had a fine time singing in
a natural bowl with excellent acoustics to an
audience of several thousand. We were able
to stay only a day; not enough to experience
personally the “idea” which sparks all the
activities of the school. We heard of the
Idyllwild Arts Foundation and were told of
the public-spirited people who had planned a
school where students from all over the coun-
try—and other countries—would gather and
learn from each other the music, dancing,
and folklore of their individual areas. The
buildings were designed by the University of
Southern California Architectural Depart-
ment, and that year, and the year after (when
we gave our second Bowl Concert), we found
rapid development in clearing the 250 acres
of pine-tree-filled land. By now there was a

Jhe Srbists- Authors

These splendid folk-artists, long-time fa-
vorites of your Editor, are now residents
in the Los Angeles area. Josef was born in
South Africa and first won fame as an in-
terpreter of their folk songs in England
and later in the U. S. A. Miranda, a native
of Belgium, met Josef in New York while
both were doing “intelligence” broadcast-
ing for the U. S. Government. They will
soon be appearing in Northern California
on another concert tour. They have now
recorded five albums on the Decca label.
“Sugarbush” was first called to your Edi-
tor’s attention about three vears ago as
“South Africa steps—arranged to this par-
ticular music.” Another similar situation
involves a wvarsouvienne-like dance, “Jan
Pereiweit,” also recorded by Josef and
Miranda.

10

fine music studio; also a large Art Center
with patio and stage with modern equipment.
Visitors to concerts and art exhibitions came
from the surrounding towns, like Palm
Springs, Banning, Hemet, Indio, and even
from Los Angeles (110 miles away).

This summer we were invited to give a
two-week workshop at the Idyllwild School,
and we were able to get a closer look at the
town, the remarkable people, headed by Dr.
Max Krone, devoting themselves to the pro-
ject, and a large public (now with a highly
developed taste for the fine arts) lending their
support,

Qur music group sang songs of many lands,
discussed and translated others, and made
copious notes for future reference. Many
were school teachers who are now transferring
what ISOMATA had to offer to their own
students in public schools across the country.

Miranda and I enjoyed being with these en-
thusiasts and the daily one and a half hours
from 8:30 a.m. passed swiftly. Beatrice Krone
—that warm-hearted person whose love for
the folk songs of the world shines through all
her lectures—followed with another hour and
a half workshop. By lunch we were all
hungry but spiritually fed as only music and
the arts can feed.

Came the afternoon and Paul Erfer had us
all dancing the folk dances of countries of
which we knew too little. The youngsters
joined the adults in whirls and twirls and the
joy was good to behold. It was at these ses-
sions that we offered our South African Sug-
arbush Dance (Record in Marais & Miranda's
Decca Album A 471) which Paul Erfer de-
scribes in this issue of Let's Dance!.

Seeds have been planted in Idyllwild which
will bear fine fruit for all of us lovers of folk
art. An unexpected seed was planted as if
blown by the wind. In our folksong class I
demonstrated the classic gunitar and explained
to the students that there are guitars and
“guitars.” The latter are with steel strings,
mostly shaped with *f" holes and a tail-piece.
These are an outgrowth of the early banjo
and their purpose is served as a rhythmic in-
strument in a band, or as a strum instrument.

“Please,” said I, “do not confuse this in-
strument with the classic guitar. The latter
is made of more resonant wood, is strung with

nylon strings (bless the nylon inventors!) for
the gut strings broke so often that the classic
guitar fell into disuse. Now at last we have at
hand an instrument which gives a personal
tone, which is as delicate as a violin, and upon
which fine music may be played solo and as
an accompaniment to folk songs.”

Next day I found myself with a guitar class!
From Los Angeles, and from Pasadena, gui-
tars were bought or hired and the class was
playing simple chords and scales before
Miranda and I left Idyllwild.

The seeds had been sown unintentionally
and will be scattered over many States. Each
vear more teachers will tell more school pupils
about the REAL guitar . . . and we shall have
more guitar players . . . more singers of folk
songs . . . more lovers of folk music and more
dancers of the world’s folk dances.

So you see, it was a glorious summer this
1951! Let’s dance . . . and—may I add—
Let's sing!™

Cascarone Ball

(Continued from Page Seven)
give up the blessing of the Church than do
without their walizes.

Another great favorite was the jota, which
had figures similar to an English country
dance or a Virginia reel.

The slow but graceful contradanza was one
of the most popular and interesting dances. It
was in direct contrast to the more spirited
and dashing dances usually attributed to that
period. The contradanza was in waltz time
and similar to a minuet, with many interweav-
ing figures.

f a more complete record of the dances
done in the past had been kept, we would
probably find in our folk dancing that we are
still doing many more of these early dances.
Many folk dancers of the Monterey area
attend these big Annual Bailes.
Acknowledgment:

MRS. MARIA ANTONIA THOMPSON.
ED. COMMENT—Folk dancers are welcome
at the Cascarone Ball. Those interested should
contact Bernice Tweedt early in February,
1953.

LET'S DANCE!














































