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USE THE

RIGHT RECORD
when you folk dance

See our extensive stock

CONCORD ELECTRIC SHOP

2028 Mt. Diablo St.

CONCORD, Calif.

Folk Dance
Badges

Celluloid
Badges

Our drawings or
your own.
All sizes.

Order your club badges now and have
them for the next festival

STAR ENGRAVING COMPANY
177 Minna St. San Francisco 5, Calif.

Telephone DOuglas 2-1727

MADELYNNE GREENE'S
FOLK DANCE CENTER
451 Kearny St. San Francisco

BEGINNERS

Thurs. 8:30 P.M. to 10:30 P.M.

INTERMEDIATE AND ADVANCED

Tues. 8:30 P.M. to 10:30 P.M.

SUtter 1-2203 SUtter 1-8155

Authentic copies of Swedish, Italian, Czech,
Schuhplattler and others from $17.50 up.

Also original models with full gay petticoats
and panties for the dancer, $15.50 up.

Separate Skirts, $7.50 up
Peasant Blouses, $2.50 up

DOROTHY GODFREY
1335 2nd Ave., San Francisco LO 4-5514

May be purchased also af—

ALICE BLUE SHOP
2150 Irving St., San Francisco SE 1-3878

IVY NOOK GIFT SHOP
305 Columbus Ave., S. F. GA 1-2187

PATTERNS
Practical and easy to follow

The FIRST and ONLY FOLK COSTUME SERVICE EXCLUSIVELY devoted
to helping the amateur make AUTHENTIC NATIONAL COSTUMES IN
COMPLETE DETAIL
NOW READY: Patterns for typical costumes of Sweden, Hungary, Italy,

France and others.

Also Men's Russian and Swedish shirt patterns.

Write NOW for free catalog and order form to

FOLK COSTUME PATTERN SERVICE
327 Parnassus Ave. Telephone LOmbard 4-4462 San Francisco, Calif.

VOLUME FIVE

FOLK DANCES
FROM NEAR AND FAR

Now Available

$2.00

Order from

Publications Committee

262 O'Farrell St., Room 301

San Francisco 2, Calif.

FUN!FUN!FUN!
Don Nielsen calls the squares . . .
Carolyn Williams shows you how . . .
Live Music keeps you dancing at

THE GREEN MILL'S

FOLK AND SQUARE
DANCE PARTY

EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT

from 9 to II p.m. Just six mites north of
Petaluma on the Redwood Highway ( 1 0 1 )

Phone 76-F-I2

SOUND EQUIPMENT
Free trial or demonstration on all

types of folk dance recording or

play-back equipment. We stock

Newcomb, Califone, Bogen and

many other public address systems

PRICES $59.50 and up

R. M. BECK CO.

IK AotttteC

90 Ninth St. San Francisco

MArket 1-3330 or UNderhill 1-2025

RECORDS BOOKS

ED KREMERS1

FOLK SHOP
A FOLK DANCE SPECIALTY CENTER

262 O'Farrell St., No. 301
San Francisco 2, Calif. SUtter 1-7294

United Nations Theatre Building

NEW!!!
Monthly Record Shipment Plan

It Solves Your Problems
SAVE

Travel Costs
Parking Expenses
Shopping Time
The frustration of "wrong" records

Drop a card for details

IS YOUR HEART IN THE HIGHLANDS?
Then don't miss the new MONTHLY LETTER SERVICE on Highland and Scottish dancing!

Packed full of up-to-date information and instruction, this long letter is personally written
by Jack McConachie, Fellow and Examiner, B.A.T.D.; Fellow (Highly Commended) U.K.A.;
and is a MUST for every lover of Scottish dancing. For particulars please write to
JACK McCONACHIE, 188 Carlton Avenue, West, Wembley, Middlesex, Great Britain.

LET'S DANCE!
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The startling growth of LET'S DANCE! has put a tremen-

dous demand on the various editors who are responsible for

it and the need has been increasingly great for assistance

on a professioanl level. Therefore, when Wayne Wills

agreed to come back on the staff as roving editor, we were

more than pleased.

A graduate in journalism from the University of Wash-

ington, Wayne is now working for his master's degree at

Stanford and brings to the magazine the value of this train-

ing plus the knowledge he gained during the eighteen

jnonths he served as editor of LET'S DANCE! in 1948

and 1949.

As a Lieutenant Colonel in the U. S. A. F. Active Reserve,

he is subject to call at any time but will continue to report

on folk dancing wherever he is stationed and represent the

magazine and the Federation. Few people are more suited

for the job. A sincere, friendly man, Wayne comes by his

interest in folk dancing through his marriage to Clarice

Dechent Wills, third president of the Folk Dancing Federa-

tion of California, and his interest in both the International

and American dances gives him a balanced viewpoint that is

in keeping with the Federation's ideals.

THIS MONTH'S
COVER

Louis Laubscher, member of S»T
Francisco's Folk Arts and past presi-
dent of the San Francisco Folk Dance
Carrousel, became interested in pho-
tography about five months ago.
And, when the tulips were in bloom
in Golden Gate Park, he and his wife,
Dorothea, donned their Dutch cos-
tumes and took this picture. Yes, the
windmill is not located behind the
tulip beds—Louis has superimposed
it on the background for a perfect
effect.
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CHATS
with your

PRESIDENTS

Let's take time out for a discussion on a
subject that is and will always be an important
part of Foil Dancing.

That subject is beginners . . . beginners
from the novice who thinks Nebesco Kolo is
the national drink for -folk dancers to those
able to do at least half the dances at a festival
and are willing to struggle with the balance.
These beginners are the life blood of folk
dancing and it behooves us to take very good
care of them. For without a steady flow of new
dancers to help spread our folk dancing into
new territories with new groups and to put
new spirit into the old groups we will find our
folk dancing withering on the vine—and it is
much too good for that.

Back in the early days of the Federation—
both North and South—when most of us were
little more than advanced beginners it was a
real pleasure to take newcomers in folk danc-
ing and dance with them so that they could
understand the joy of folk dancing. We would
work with them on difficult dances, show them
a step here, a step there and in doing so
derived double the pleasure from dancing.

Stop right now and think how many of
your very good friends of today are your good
friends only because you gave of yourself so
they might enjoy with you this pleasure of folk
dancing. Seriously, count them and see if you
do not get a glow of satisfaction because YOU
were kind and in being so made a friend.
Now—stop and think how long it has been since
you have taken a newcomer under your wing
and given to him or her that same considera-
tion.

Herein lies our danger—we are prone to
consider ourselves as advanced dancers and
to form cliques who dance only with each other
. . . to exclude the beginners who ask only for
the chance to learn from more experienced
dancers—even as we did in the beginning. A
person is asked for a dance and then her part-
ner discovers the dance is being taught or
reviewed and refuses to dance because he
"knows it"—thereby causing the partner to
miss the chance to improve in a new dance.

The keynote of a folk dancer is friendliness.
Take stock of yourself—are you living up to
that? How long has it been since you have
really gone ALL OUT to help a beginner
through the early rough part of folk dancing?
Now look around you—you won't have to look
far. Find a dancer who h struggling to learn
and help him or her over the rough spots—
and help yourself to another good friend to
make your own DANCING HAPPIER!

Cordially,
Harold Comstock, President
Southern Section, F. D. F.

CH

FEDERATION FESTIVALS
NORTH

SEPTEMBER 3^ SAN FRANCISCO. A
statehood centennial folk dance festival
presented by Changs International Folk
Dancers as hosts to the Federation.
Place: Civic Auditorium, San Fran-
cisco. Time: Afternoon 1 to 6 p.m.,
evening 8 to 11 p.m. The San Francisco
Statehood Centennial Commission is
sponsor for this wonderful program.
Arrangements have been made for
transmitting this program to the out-
door plaza in the Civic Center for those
who may want to dance outside. All
dancers are asked to come in costume.

OCTOBER 22 SANTA CRUZ
NOVEMBER 5 SALINAS

SOUTH
SEPTEMBER POMONA. Los Angeles

County Fair Festival.
OCTOBER LOS ANGELES

REGIONAL FESTIVALS

NORTH
SEPTEMBER 10 BO YES HOT SPRINGS.

A"regional festival is planned here.
Theme: Sonoma Harvest Vintage Festi-
val; Boyes Springs Casino; Indoors.
Time: Afternoon 1 to 5 p.m., evening
party also in the Casino.

SEPTEMBER 10 SACRAMENTO. State
Fair Festival. Folk dancers from every-
where are invited. Admission free, if
you are in costume, to an evening festi-
val at the State Fair Grounds. Time: 6
to 9:30 p.m. Hosts: Sacramento Folk
Dance Council.

SEPTEMBER 10 SAN LEANDRO. A
regional festival for all who like a full
day of dancing. Place: San Leandro
High School.

SEPTEMBER 17 LODI. The annual Lod:
Grape and Wine Festival includes our
popular folk and square dancing on
Sunday, September 17, as part of their
celebration. To be held on the lawn at
Lawrence Park in Lodi. Host: Lodi
Square Dancers. Time: Both afternoon
and evening festivals.

SEPTEMBER 17 SAN FRANCISCO.
Changs International Folk Dancers will
play hosts to the Federation at an out-
door festival sponsored by Islam Temple
of the Shrine and the San Francisco
Regional Folk Dance Council. Dancing
will commence at approximately 2 p.m.
and will be held at the Polo Grounds,
Golden Gate Park, in front of the south
side of the grandstand. Earlier activi-
ties, commencing at 10 a.m., include a
horse show, games, races, and other
activities in conjunction with the an-
nual Shrine picnic.

SEPTEMBER 17 ANTIOCH. A folk
dance festival is planned for the County

DON WHEARTY

Fair at Antioch. An afternoon program
is planned. Watch for signs as to exact
location at the fair grounds.

SEPTEMBER 24 WALNUT CREKE. Our
Walnut festival activities are on Friday,
Saturday (September 22 and 23) and
ending with folk dancing on Sunday,
September 24, afternoon and evening.
In addition to enthusiastic folk dancers,
they have an outdoor area of sufficient
size to provide ample room for all
dancers. Also, room for dancing in-
doors in the evening if conditions war-
rant.

OCTOBER 1 VALLEJO. Theme: "Las
Fiesta de Naciones;" Place: The Naval
Reserve Armory, Vallejo. Time: From
1:30 to 5:30 p.m. and from 7 to
11:30 p.m.

OCTOBER 1 SAN MATEO. Afternoon
Festival at Central Park, San Mateo,
from 2 to 5. Evening at the fiesta build-
ing from 7:30 to 10 p.m. Sponsored by
Peninsula Folk Dance Council and San
Mateo Recreation Department.

OCTOBER 1 HAYWARD
OCTOBER 1 HAYWARD

OCTOBER 15 OROVILLE

OCTOBER 28 and 29 FRESNO

SOUTH

SEPTEMBER 24. Second Annual Pomona-
Los Angeles County Fair and Festival.
Place: The Pomona Fair Grounds;
Time: From 1 to 5 p.m. Dancers wear-
ing costumes will be admitted free. For
tickets for groups contact Dr. Rufus
Knight, Clairmont, Calif. Be' sure to
send him your return address and the
name of your club. Sponsored by L.A.
County Fair Association and the Folk
Dance Federation of Calif., Southern
Section.

SEPTEMBER SANTA BARBARA. Last
Friday of each month at McKinley
School, 8 to 11 p.m. Sponsored by Santa
Barbara Dance Groups.

OCTOBER 22 The Los Angeles Harvest
Time Festival. 1:30 to 5:30 at Exposi-
tion Park, near the L. A. Colliseum.

NOVEMBER 4 LONG BEACH

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES

TEACHERS INSTITUTE October 15,
120 El Camino Gardens, Hi way 40, Val-
lejo; opposite Terry's Drive-In, 3 blocks
north of the Carquinez Bridge. Cau-
tion: Stay on Highway 40; don't turn
into Vallejo. Time: 1-5 p.m., 7-10 p.m.

Items to be included in the Folk Calendar
of Events must be forwarded by the fifth of
the month prior to publication to Hal Pearson
1636 Oak View Avenue, Berkeley 7, California

LET'S DANCE!



Edited by Margaret Jory

CALIFORNIA

On the Air

FRESNO—Folk Dance Program, KYNO,
10:30 a.m., Saturday.
"Folk Dance Date With Nate," KSGN,
4:30-5 p.m., Sundays.

MARIN—"Your Favorite Folk Music,"
KTIM (1510) , 1-1:30 p.m., Sundays.

OAKLAND—"Folk Dancer on the Air,"
KWBR (1310), 9-9:30 p.m., Sundays.

PETALUMA—"Folk Music," KAPF, 9-10 p.
m., Sundays.

SAN JOSE—"Polka Party," KLOK (1170) ,
10 a.m., Monday through Friday; "Folk
Dance Time," KLOK, 4-5:30 p.m., Satur-
days.

SAN MATED—"Calling All Folk Dancers,"
KVSM [1050), 10:30-11:30 a.m., Sun-
days. "Adventures in Folk Music," KSMO
(1150 ) , 10:30-11 p.m., Monday through
Friday. "Polka Party," KSMO (1550),
9-9:55 p.m., Sundays.

SHERMAN OAKS — "Folk Songs and
Dances," KGIL (1260), 10-11 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday.

STOCKTON — "Saturday Night Square
Dance," KWG, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Satur-
days.

EUREKA—Folk Songs and Dances, KHUM.
Time not known.

Special Events

September 9 marks the centennial cele-
bration of our admission to the Union.

ANTIOCH—Contra Costa County Fair,
September 17. Dancing all afternoon and
evening. Hosts—the Reel Weavers.

SAN FRANCISCO—Maria Montez in a
program of Spanish dancing, September
24, at Sigmund Stern Grove, Sloat Blvd.
and 19th Aye.

SAN FRANCISCO—Set aside October 22
from I to 6 p.m. for a visit to the Art
and Hobby Show to be sponsored by
Changs International Folk Dancers at
1630 Stockton Street, near Columbus
Avenue. A Swedish Harvest Festival will
be the theme; in addition to the exhibits,
there will be some dance exhibitions
and general dancing. Federation mem-
bers and guesfs are fnvffec/.

BERKELEY—Tuesday, September 12, at 8
p.m. Dr. Loeb will show colored movies
of the Home Life of a Bantu African
Tribe, including the Spring group mar-
riage, at Wheeler Auditorium. Tickets,
70 cents each, are on sale at University
Extension Centers, San Francisco, Oak-
land and Berkeley.

MINNESOTA
The Folk Dance Federation of Minnesota
invites everyone to attend the following

monthly festivals: September 17 at the
Coliseum in St. Paul and October 1 in
Duluth. Ralph Piper, Federation president,
sends word that one square from each of
the following groups will participate in the
INTERNATIONAL Square Dance Festival
at the Chicago Stadium on October 28:
The University of Minnesota Folk and
Square Dance Club; Highland Squares
Club of St. Paul; Johnson's Rags of Minne-
apolis; White Bear High School Square
Dance Club; the Balance and Swing Club;
and the Square Headers Club of Minne-
apolis.

OREGON
An American Folk Dance Clinic will be
held at Oregon State College, October
21-22. The Corvallis Promenaders Club and
the Women's Physical Education Depart-
ment are co-sponsors. Saturday: squares,
rounds and mixers; Sunday: the big jam-
boree. All groups in state are invited.

MEXICO
September 15-16 are honored as Fiestas
Patrias, Independence Day.-This observ-
ance dates back to 1810 when Father
Miguel Hidelgo y Costilla rang the bells
of his church as a call to the peons to
fight for liberty and so initiated the revo-
lution of the Mexicans against Spain. In
San Francisco a large and joyous cele-
bration is usually held at the Civic Audi-
torium.

AUSTRIA
• During this month the Austrian Society
will sponsor a Grspe Gathering Festival
to be held at the California Hall in San
Francisco. It is a very merry occasion
marked by singing and by the dancing of
the Schuhplattler. Similar celebrations in
most cities. Check the Austrian Govern-
ment's representative in your area for de-
tails.

Please send all news for this column to
Margaret Jory, Folk World Editor, LET'S
DANCE! Magazine, 1370 Euclid Ave., Berkeley
8, Calif. Items should be received by the 5th
of the month before desired publication.
Out of state news welcomed.

Phonograph Records
for

F O L K D A N C E S
HUTCHISON'S

DIMOND RECORD SHOP

3551 Fruitvale Avenue

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

Tel. ANdover 1-0255

Crossroad
VILLAGERS
At 1086 Post,-San Francisco, 7-9 p.m.

Tuesdays—EASY
Thursdays—HARDER

PARTY—Saturdays, 7 to 1 I p.m.
at 45 1 Kearney

YES, we are learning the dances from
Stockton

Grace West PR 6-3338

BEGINNING

Folk Dance Class
Monday, September I I, 1950

8:00 p. m.

- • Instruction by
John Eskenazi Bob Burtscher
Square Dances Folk Dances

CENTRAL BRANCH YMCA
220 Golden Sate Ave.
San Francisco 2, Calif.

SATURDAY NIGHT?
Have Fun in Our Folk Dance Club!

"The
Saturdaynighters"

2148 Taylor
(Crystal Plunge)
San Francisco i

under direction of
Grace San Filippo '

General Dancing 9-12
Special instruction 8-9 or call

UNderhill 1-3373 for individual lessons

BOB MIHAILOVICH
FOLK DANCE CLUB
SUNDAY FOLK DANCING

I to 5 P. M.
also 8 to 12 P. M.

Classes for Beginners
Wednesday 8 to 10 P. M.

Admission 50c

Russian Center Auditorium
2460 Suffer Street San Francisco

PATRONIZE

ADVERTISERS
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thanks to you and your extremely wonderful
group of folk dancers for entertaining our deal-
ers at the MART on Friday, June 9.

'If there is anything we con do to repay
*his favor, please do not hesitate to call upon

5." O. «., so send each GAY E TEER a Kaye
talbert TV set!

Did'ya know AVIS LANDIS of San Leandro
is a BEZ now? Yes, MRS. (AVIS MARGRETHE
LANDIS) CHARLES JACKSON BEZ.

THE WOODMINSTER ANNUAL FOLK
DANCE PROGRAM drew 10,000 spectators
who crowded their way through the fog and
sat tight until the last number of more than
two hours of terrific exhibitions and kept
themselves warm with applause. It was the fin-
est program yet, thanks to LARRY GETCHELL
and his staff.

On Thursday, July 17, VALLEJO FOLK
DANCERS had a delightful daylight-evening of
food and fun, 6 to I I p.m., at Vichy Springs
up NAPAway.

WALTER GROTHE has a record to equal!
On July 9 he attended his 100th Federation-
sponsored festival. Never missed a single one
nor the double one. Go see him at any Fed-
eration-sponsored festival. Ask him about
LET'S DANCE!

Pip of a pip, for men only: One of our
teacher friends has a class of iO (male) mail-
men; stags, mind you, who attend privately for
dance lessons. They go alone because—they're
tired of carrying their bags all day long. YAK!
YAK! YAK!

"Hello, Danny! Is the CARROUSEL really
the largest group in SAN FRANCISCO and
elsewhere? We are nearing the 300 member
mark, but rapidly! We are really having a won-
derful crowd of people, and a good time every
Friday evening at CALIFORNIA HALL, SAN
FRANCISCO. With GRACE FERRYMAN as
director it's small wonder that we are going
places." THE FRIENDLY CARROUSEL, G.
GIBBE, president.

Gibbe time, I'll try to find out, if they'll
just hold still for the count. They say Sunny-
side F. D.s in Vallejo has 500 active members.

JIM WHITE, president of the SARA-CATS
of LOS ALTOS, gave us one of the finest host-
ing jobs ever. Even the weather was with him.
He is a real friend of the Federation. Of
course, he had his helpers and, of course, he
had a good sound system, and, of course, he
had the world's most beautiful outdoor dancing
area with those wonderful shade trees and
sloping lawns for the spectators and, above all,
the fun of dancing in three large circles. The
high school court, by the way, is on Pleasant
Street!

Seen low-down on a hoe-down in one of our
beautiful house and garden magazines? Some
dancin', some sittin', looked like lotsa good
eatin'. That's what the article was most about—
how to barbecue cross ribs, corn in the husks,
etc. Don't tell who the folks are, but they
sure look like Federation material.

"TAKE HEED" from the folk news published
for the COMMUNITY FOLK DANCE CEN-
TER, INC., by MICHAEL HERMAN, director,
P. O. Box 20, Flushing, Long Island, New York,
phone FL 3-0265, is a message for courtesy.
This is it, in part: (HARRIET and BETTE
BLOOM are comparatively new folk dancers,
and their friendly spirit to others could well be
imitated with some of the folks who've been
coming a long time and now keep to their own
clique.) You don't fool the HERMANS; they've
been at it too long and deserve much credit
for extending their teachings to ethics and
— urtesies.

If you're down BIG SUR way this summer
d you want to folk dance (and who don't)

ask a park ranger or the post mistress—they
know.

Article I in the By-Laws of the RAINBOW
SQUARES DANCING CLUB of PORTERVILLE
reads thus:
"ARTICLE I. NAME, COLORS AND MOTTO.
" ( a ) The name of the organization shall be

RAINBOW SQUARES.
" (b ) The colors sha l l be THE PASTEL COL-

ORS OF THE RAINBOW.
" (c ) The Motto shall be 'FOLK DANCING IS

FUN: "
One of the finest clauses in a very fine set

of by-laws is part of (a) Section I, Article III,
which reads as I write: "Those under eighteen
years of age whose parents are members of the
club shall be associate members and will be
welcome to the club dances as guests of the
club. Their parents shall not be charged guest
fees for them." HURRAY for the RAINBOW
SQUARES, and their dues are 75c per quarter.
Just think, $3.00 for a year's dancing and you
can bring a guest for a quarter. Now don't
go getting your quarters mixed up. That last
statement means two-bits. You know—25 cents
per person, per-trip; per-haps, I better let it
lay.

"RANDY" RANDOLPH, the man with the
(chin) whiskers, has now been dubbed—•
"The Poor Man's Burl Ives."

Here is a letter I feel very pleased to copy
just as is—and hope I can find the time to
visit with them sometime.

"We are a group of intermediate folk danc-
ers under the sponsorship of the OAKLAND
RECREATION DEPARTMENT which meet ev-
ery Friday evening from about 7:30 to 10:30
at the SANTA FE SCHOOL, 54th and Mar-
ket Streets, Oakland.

"We call ourselves the 'SANTA FE REVEL-
ERS' and LARRY MILLER is our instructor.

"LARRY has finished teaching us the Beau-
tiful Ohio Waltz, The Royal Empress Tango,
The Florentine Waltz, Russian Peasant Dance,
Neapolitan Tarantella, Spanish Waltz, Der Wol-
gaster, Kreuz Koenig and many other folk
dances and squares.

"LARRY is now teaching us the Schuhplat-
tler and expects to start teaching the Amanor
Waltz and Caballito Blanco. Perhaps you
might mention one or all of these latter three
dances in your column.

"Our club subscribes to LET'S DANCE!, as
do a number of our members. We are earnest-
ly trying to make ourselves knov/n to inter-
mediate folk dancers who might be interested
in learning the folk dances and squares we
teach—and we know of no better way of reach-
ing these . folk dancers than through LET'S
DANCE!

"We gladly welcome any visitors at any
time. The last Friday in the month is fun or
party night, at which time we review many
dances and squares.

"I will be glad to furnish you with any other
information which you may wish. Why not
drop by and see us sometime?

"Sincerely yours,
"FLORENCE SPAULDING
"Publicity Chairman
"SANTA FE REVELERS
"(Phone: GLencourt 1-0721)."

NEW OFFICER DEPARTMENT: The CHA-
BOLIERS of Oakland (they meet every Wed-
nesday night at the Chabot School) have
elected Mrs. Hazel Roberts as the new Prez.
Mrs. Lucie Petterson is treasurer and Richard
C. Gosline is sec.

LASSEN PROMENADERS: Pres., Carroll Nix-
on; first vice-president, Clyde Merton; second
V. P., Irving Gilmore; third V. P., Mary Fisher;
sec., Shelah Davis; treas., Betty Cash ( ! ! ) ; his-

(Continued on Page Twenty-jour)

DAN MCDONALD
says

Rain, snow or blow
nothing can hurt

ALUMINUM LOCK
SHINGLE ROOFSV

GUARANTEED FOR LIFE

If'n you be needin' a roof that 's
tops in house tops, write or
phone DAN any time.

Free estimates. No money down.

THREE YEARS TO PAY thru FHA

DAN MCDONALD
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San Francisco
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FOLK DANCERS
Who wish correctly played
Scandinavian Dance Music—
Ask your favorite record dealer for

HARMONY MUSIC RECORDS
Hambos, Schottisches, Waltzes and

Folk Dances

Ask your local dealer, or write to us
for a catalogue and descriptions of
Scandinavian dances.

Scandinavian Music Co.
1019 UNIVERSITY AVENUE

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

FOLK DANCE
RECORDS

Write for FREE Complete Catalog

Contains dances and records suggested by
the Federation of California and many more!

COLUMBIA MUSIC CO.
158 Taylor GR 4-4121 San Francisco

Open Evenings
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QHaJelynne
Continuing a new feature for BEGINNERS and INTERMEDIATE folk dancers
by MADELYNNE GREENE, nationally known soloist, director of San Francisco's
famous Festival Workshop and one of the finest folk dance teachers in the U. S.

ALL OF US felt shy and a little un-
easy in our first classes but today's
newcomer to folk dancing can

eliminate much that bothered us by tak-
ing advantage of what we learned the
hard way. The first and, in many ways
the most important, point to keep in
mind is that folk dancing isn't ballroom
dancing.

The men, for instance, don't have to
approach the women, click their heels,
bow from the waist and say "May I
have the honor of your company in this
Polka?" An exaggeration, of course,
but any such stiff request instantly puts
a formal feeling into an atmosphere
which should be relaxed and friendly.
Just as bad as the formal approach to a
partner is the "last mile" expression
and clipped sentences like those used by
a condemned man. "Shall we try this?"
he mutters, his lips in a grim line, eyes
dull, muscles tense. And, even if the
girl agrees, she has added his burden to
her own — since she is equally tense and
uncertain in most cases.

Here's the secret: Relax and smile;
remember that you are in a beginning
group and that few, if any, of the folks
present know any more than you about
folk dancing. Sure you're going to make
mistakes — go in the wrong direction,
give left hands instead of right, miss
some of what the teacher is saying, be-
cause you're concentrating too hard,
stumble now and then and get dance
patterns confused. Just remember that
your partner will do the same thing and
that every folk dancer went through
an identical experience. Don't, however.
go informal to the extreme of one teen
ager I saw recently who approached the
girl of his choice, did a couple of rapid
squats and bellowed. "Hi kid, let's cut
a rug!"

OF COURSE the problem of part-
ners is more pronounced in the
case of women — but here again

the first thing to remember is that folk
dancing isn't ballroom dancing. No one
will think the worse of you if you circu-
late and ask different men for a dance.
And don't let their seeming aloofness
fool you.

The reason he looks so serious or
ides in a corner is probably because

Madelynne Greene models a beautiful Hun-
garian Costume at the College of the Pacific

Folk Dance Camp.
(Photo by Ace Smith, Salinas.)

he is afraid of being turned down if he
asks you. Or he may be scared stiff be-
cause he isn't a polished dancer or feel
that he isn't graceful or any one of a
dozen other things. But if a woman ap-
proaches him, smiles and asks him to
try a dance with her he will, nine times
out of ten, be thankful. And don't for-
get that one refusal or even a half-
dozen is no reflection on your feminine
charms—it is just an indication of
timidity on the part of the man as he
sits thinking about sprinting for home
or the nearest bowling alley.

Many folk dancers come to classes in
man-and-wife teams and, in doing this.
they are opening a whole new world
of enjoyment for themselves. Nothing
can do so much to bring a couple closer
together than an evening or afternoon
of folk dancing and the fun of sharing
a common interest. Married couples
will, however, often find that they learn
better in their early classes if they split
up occasionally and find new partners.
Because, in spite of the best of inten-
tions, there is a certain amount of strain
in the early stages of learning and a
man and wife are just naturally more
prone to criticize one another than they

are strangers or friends. And, in the be-
ginning, criticism can be deadly to the
spirit of fun that is the very essence of
folk dancing.

A WORD now to the experienced
folk dancer who attends beginning
classes: You can be a tremendous

help to the new dancer and the teacher
by setting an example and serving as a
model. BUT don't try to compete with
the teacher by dragging partners off in
the corner for private lessons, by doing
a dance the way you think it should be
done in spite of other directions by the
teacher or by wearing an expression of
disgust or openly remarking that "the
authentic way is like this." Just go along
with the teacher's program and you will
find that your own dancing will im-
prove, the opinion of you that is held
by both the teacher and the class will be
high and you will always be welcome.
If you know, beyond the shadow of a
doubt, that the teacher is wrong on a
point, then come to her in private after
the class or before the next one and
make your comment. You will find
that he or she welcomes the informa-
tion—and you will also find that, many
times, you were wrong.

Always avoid covering up your own
feeling of insecurity with a steady line
of chatter in which you explain that
you are not feeling well, that you
sprained your ankle last week so your
footwork will not be perfect, that you
never have been very good at dancing,
that you have studied ballet for five
years or won cups at ballroom dancing.
None of this will make your partner
feel more at ease and the noise of your
voice not only distracts the teacher in
her very important early remarks to the
class but also prevents everyone—in-
cluding yourself — from hearing what
the teacher is saying.

Here are some points to keep in mind
on the floor and review before you go
to class:

1. Learn (and this is serious) which
is your left foot and which is your
right. Many people don't really
know. This is no disgrace, since
many oT us have never had any
important reason for making the

(Continued on Page Twenty-four)
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