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Teachers’ Institute

The Teachers' Institute held
at Bushrod Recreational Center,
Oaklandy on November 30, drew
a large attendance. Henry Glass

instructed the group in the Glow
Worm, Narcissus, and OkKla-
homa Mixer, from the Shaw In-
stitute, and his own version of
the Skaters’ Waltz. Several new
square dance calls from the
Shaw Institute were described
by Mildred Buhler. Madelynne
Greene reviewed special points
to watch in teaching the Nea-
politan Tarantella, the descrip-
tion of which was furnished
with the November issue of
“Let's Dance.”

The evening discussion peried
was led by Lawton Harris of the
Stockton Polk-Y-Dots. A great
deal of interest was shown in
the proposed Folk Dance Camp
to be held in 1948. The suggested
location, College of the Pacific,
if available, would eliminate
such problems as the necessify
to guarantee a minimum at-
tendance, excesslve expense for
lodging and meals, ete. It was
suggested that the number at-
tending the camp should be lim-
ited, and hat separate classes
should be held for beginners

The present trend in Federa-
tion folk dancing—whether to-
ward social recreation or exhi-

bition-—was discussed. Certain
groups, such as those sponsored
by community recreation de-
partments, must emphasize the
social type of folk dancing.
However, exhibition groups and
demonstration groups also have
their place in introducing new
dances, spreading interest in
folk dancing, and
incentive and opportunity to do
more advanced work for mem-
bers who want to learn more
than they do in the general
dance groups. As Henry Glass
stated, the important thing is to
“keep everyhing in its proper
sphere.”

Elizabeth Ann Howard, chair-
man of the Institute Commit-
tee, announced that the next
institute would be held on Jan-
uary 25.

0O

Ojai Art Cenfer
Folk Dancers

The Community Art Center
folk dance group will be hosts to
the Federation’s Southern Sec-
tion Polk Dance Festival on Feb-
ruary 8th — with a Valentine
theme to inspire them.

Dancing will be outdoors un-
less that rare California phe-
nomenon should cccur — rain,
in which case, it will be indoors.
The afternoon festival, from
1:00 to 5:00 p.m., will be followed
by a dinner dance from 5:30 to
9:30 p.m. J

in offering
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1948’s baby insisted that we
refrain from pgoing philosophical
—rather suggested he, “LET'S
DANCE.” There we were between
a possible editorial accomplish-
ment and a baby’'s dancing feet,

Now who can resist a new
baby We can’t! Let it be so:

with a turn of the page we went
to press with the greeting,

“HAPPY FOLK DANCING
IN 1948~

Millie von Konsky.

BRAMHALL DANCES SOUTH

(Editor’s Note: In her second
report to Let’s Dance, Frances
Bramhall interrupts her descrip-
tions of native dances of Peru
to recount the facts of travel in
back country communities. Fu-
ture installments will feature
Frances’ description of the cen-
tennial fiesta at Puno, Peru.}

We left Puno in a fine hus (a
station wagon). A most enjoy-
able trip; but with the usual de-
lays for military and police in-
spection of the passports of the
two “foreigners.” Qver the hills
and down to views of Lago Ti-
tacaca. Very much the same
kind of counfry as all the alti-
plano -— bare except for the
bunches of tough grass (the In-
dians use it for fuel, to make
mats, to thatch houses, to feed
the animals.) Herds of Llamas,
sheep and goats,

Into Yunguyo at night This
is the last town on the border
between Peru and Bolivia. And
then the problem of finding a
bed for the night. :

Lydia, my Peruano companionn,
was to look up a friend of a
friend. I tagged along, After
some search we located the
house. Stepping over three In-
dians sleeping in the entrance,
we paid our respects. After cig-
arettes and chatter, our friend
offered to let us sleep on sheep
skins on the sala floor. A reason-
able enough arrangement, as
such arrangements go in Yun-
guyo.

(Continued on Page Eight)
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DANCE OUT THE OLD!

The Old Expression Was, “Ring
Out the 0ld, Ring in the
New ,..”

The seven-thousand spectators
applauded then settled back ex-
pectantly; the fifteen-hundred
dancers, dressed in costumes
representing almost every coun-
try in the world, rested, some
sitting, some standing, under
the flags of twenty-five nations;
all eyes were focused on the
stage of Oakland’s Civic Audi-
torium as the slender, dark-
haired man in Russian boots,
blouse and shirt stepped to the
microphone. .

He glanced at the glant fig-
ures of folk-dancers which
flanked the stage, at the huge
grinning spirit of Castle Prom-
enader’s “Carnaval Internaci-
onal” on the poster behind him
and then, smiling, greeted danc-
ers and audience with the words
which keynoted the last festival
of 1947,

“Folk-dancing,” he said, “has
come of age.” ‘

Few, if any, could disagree
with Federation President Wal-
ter Grothe’s observation. The
decorations, the programs which
were miniature replicas of the
“carnival spirit,” the M. C. work
by “Buzz” Glass and Frank
Durant, the expert square dance
calling by Bennie Scorsur (ac-
companied by his brother Ivan}
and Sandy Tepfer. the unique
way each dance was introduced
by Barbara Dolan and Milton
Murdock, dressed as ballerina
and clown and holding a lettered
card between them, the efflcient
work of John Salvin at the
sound equipment, and the
smooth performance of the
group dances by folk-dancers
from almost all of Northern
California was proof that a
movement that started only a
few years ago in private homes,
empty storage lofts and San
Francisco cafes had, indeed.
reached full maturity. Then
there were the exhibitions. . . .

MING SWINGERS

In glistening red, green, blue
and black satin and silk, the
Ming Swingers, first Chinese-
American folk dance group in
the United States, presented
their version of “La Tournid-
jaire.” As it did at the Chang's
Festival in San Francisco in
September, this dance, done in
perfect unison, drew many
bursts of spontanecus applause
from the audience, furnishing

By ROBERT D. LAMONT
ample evidence that perhaps the
greatest charm lies in a simple
pattern flawlessly executed.
BERKELEY FOLK DANCERS

Following the Ming Swingers,
who are among the newest Fed-
eration members, the Berkeley
Folk Dancers, one of the oldest
of California’s dance groups,
moved on to the floor and, after
forming sets, danced the Ger-
man “Der Wolgaster.” Under the
direction of Clarice Wills, the
twenty-four members of the ex-
hibitlon team had spent long
hours of research, even frans-
lating from old German books,
to be sure their costumes were
exact replicas of the original
provincial ‘garments. The dance
was reminiscent of our American
squares but contained more
graceful patterns than are gen-
erally seen in the latfer and was
done with more reserve. :

CHANG’S

Chang’s exhibition group, un-
der the direction of Liesl Bar-
nett, took the floor next and
danced the Russian “Gopak.”
From a casual, slow, almost
dreamy beginning they increased
the tempo of the dance until, at
the end, they were spinning and
doing prysiadkas in a climax
that was as fast and virile as

that of- such other Russian
dances as the “Peasant” and
“Karmarynskaya.”

THE PALOMANIANS

After seven general dances the
Palomanians, led by Roy Zel-
lick, gathered in the center of
the floor with flowers, gifts,
food and wine. Placing every-
thing on the imaglnary grass,
they formed a circle and treated
the gudience to a Jugoslav birth-
day party, deoing “Joseph’s Kolo”
and the “Nebesko Kolo” and
managing in the process to toss
the guest of honor, who’s birth-
day it was, hlgh in the air more
than once before they gathered
up their belongings and went
in search of more secluded sur-
rounding where, perhaps, the
birthday c¢elebration could be
continued.

RECREATION DANCE ARTS

The Recreation Dance Arts, a
new group under the leadership
of Millie VonKonsky and spon-
sored by the Oakland Recreation
Department, brought the danc-
ing back to the Amerlcan con-
tinent with “La Bamba.” The
men, in colored shlrts open
at the neck, white trousers and
woven sandals, flirfed with their

partners. And while the women
continually hid their faces be-
hind fluttering fans and their
emotions in small steps which
were no more than gestures at
trying to escape, their long pas-
tel-colored dresses, hand-paint-
ed black aprons and the bows
in their hair indicated they
were not anxious to evade their
partners. A cufe dance combin-
ing the “manana’ spirit of
Mexico and the romantic flirtg-
tlousness of Central America,
“La Bamba” should soon be-
come a popular dance among all
Federation groups.

REEL AND STRATHSPEY CLUB

Then the pibroch sounded and
the members of the Reel and
Strathspey Club, lead by Phil
Aldrich, marched out to the mu-
si¢c of bagpipes. The brilliant cos-
tumes, representing some seven
clans and complete from bal-
moral to kilt and sporan, drew
applause. Lining up in sets the
“Scots” presented a dance which
although centuries old in Scot-
land, had not been shown In
California, the “Highland Reel,”
a fast-moving and diffleult
dance built around four steps
of the “Highland Fling.” The
dance originated, so the story
goes, when a group of High-
landers were waiting, one win-
ter, for the minlster at the kirk
and trying to keep warm. As the
kilted dancers marched off few
could doubt that the “Reel,” in
that distant past, had served its
purpose. :

FESTIVAL WORKSHOP

Madeline Green’s dancers then
brought the exhibitions to a
close with the Spanish “Jota,” a
dance which well illustrated the
fact that folk dancing, as Wal-
ter Grothe remarked, has come
of age, For in its swift and_ in-
tricate foot work, in the man-
agement of the castinets, this
dance requires more than just
casual or haphazard training
and to be able to do it is indica-
tive of the skiil of the dancer
and the sincere interest he or
she has in folk dancing.

THE LAST WALTZ

Yetl, in the final anlysis, the
skill shown by the dancers in the
Festival Workshop, Reel and
Strathspey Club, Recreation
Dance Arts, Palomanians, . . .
Chang’s, Berkeley Folk Dancers
and the Ming Swingers, was but

(Continued on Page Four)
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(Continued from Page Three)
a reflection of the sincere in-
terest of the thousand dancers
who whirled gracefully over the
floor in the final dance of the
day, the Viennese Waltz.

For these people of all racial
extractions, of all economic sta-
tions in life had found, in folk
dancing, an answer to a long-
felt need and had manaped to
find time not only to learn the
thirty-eight dances on the pro-
gram and many more, but had
made their own costumes,
formed their own dance groups
and worked out their own
methods of self-perpetuatlon
and government.

Somehow, watching them, one
had the feeling that in this
mingling of races, faiths, politi-
cal creeds and social levels folk
dancing had not only *come of
age” but offered something
which, in the future, might well
help establlsh an Age, a period
when December’s ‘“Peace 0n
Earth, Goodwill Toward Men,”
would have a deeper and more
sincere meaning to all mankind,

Perhaps the new expression
should be, “Dance out the old,
dance in the new!”

IN SAN LEANDRO
THE MUSIC BAR

FREE Record Brush
for the asking

RECORDS

- 14th §1, near Dutton TR. 2-4512

CAPEZIO

KE3T, 1887

Dance & Theatrical Footwear
FOLK DANCE SHOES
FOR FOLK DANCERS
From $2.00 Up

For Men and Women
ETHEL TURNER, Mgr.
988 Market St, San Francisco
ROOM 12

“Norm” Lenshaw

PHOTOGRAPHY

The way you want it! See you at
the next festival.

SAN FRANCISCO JUNMIRER 7-1200

YOUR CLUB AND MINE

Compiled by Harvey Lebrun—(With the eo-operation of news
reporters from the elubs indicated in this column}
SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

Chang’s International
Folk Daneers

Chang's has introduced a
“pepper-upper’” for its Friday
night dance parties: Approxi-
mately every two weeks it invites
an entire Club as its guests. The
visiting club members usually
come in full costume, usually
present their favorite exhibition,
and always add much to the
spirit and color of the occasion.
Clubs invited recently are: The
Fun Club {San Francisco), the
Berkeley Folk Dancers, the
Castlemont Promenaders (Oak-
land), the Festival Workshop
(San Francisco), the Palomani-
ans (Palo Alto), the Village
Dancers (Berekeley), the Ming
Swingers (San Francisco).

Millie Von Konsky iz now
teaching Chang's intermediate
and advanced class on Wednes-
day evenings, and Madelynne
Greene the beginniners’ class on
Monday evenings. On the first
and third Thursdays of each
maonth, Sandy (Sanford) Tepfer
brings Changs up to date on tra-
ditional American sgquare and
round dances, and gives all who
desire to do so chance to prac-
tice “calling.”
Garfield Folk Dancers

During December. the Garfield
Folk Dancers moved their dance
headquarters from Codornices
Park to the Willard School,
where the Berkeley Recreation
Department is conducting a pre-
winter Ski School, and gave the

future ski-ers instruction in
“Seven Jumps”, “Eide Ratas”,
and other folk and square

dances as part of the program
for putting their legs in condi-
tion to ski.

Members of the Club cele-
brated Xmas and New Year's Eve
by dancing at other clubs; in re-
turn, they held open house at a
special dance for all comers on
New Year’s Day, Thursday, Jan-
uary 1.

On the afternoon of January
11, the B.F.D.will join with the
University of California Folk and
Square Daners to sponsor the
Federation’s Northern Section
afternoon festival at the U. of C.
Men'’s Gym. In preparation for
that festival, Avls Landis has
been coaching the exhibition
group in new Mexican dances
that they are to exhibit there,
Berkeley Folk Dancers

In December, 96.4 per cent (1)
of the B.F.D. membership voted

in the quietest annual election
of officers in the Club’s history.
Reason: A hardworking nomina-
tions committee had succeeded
in rounding up at least two can-
didates for every office; had sent
to all members, a month in ad-
vance, a short outline of the
folk dance careers, club services
and other qualifications of all
candidates; and had mailed to
every member an official ballot
and a numbered return envelope.
All the voter had to do was to
mark his ballot and put a three-
cent stamp on the envelope.

The newly elected offlcers are:
President, Ted Adams; Vice
President, Ruth Ruling; Secre-
tary, Ruth Sutherland; Treas-
urer, Henry Krenta.
Village Folk Dancers

The Village Folk Dancers of
Berkeley will be hosts at the
evening party of the Federa-
tion’s Northern Section Festival
on January 11, The party will
start with the Villagers' *“Fa-
mous Baked Ham Dlnner” ($1.75
for adults, $1.00 for children un-
der twelve) at 6:00 p.m., in the
Whittier School Auditorium, Mil-
via and Virginia Streets. Groups
planning to come to the dinner
should make reservations with
Presldent Warren Holmes, 644
McLaughlin Street, Richmeond,
California, Dancing after the
dinner hour will be held at
Whittier School, for those at
dinner there, and at the Jeffer-
80 School, Sacramento and Rose
Streets, for all others. The pro-
gram will be identical at both
places.
Community Folk Dancers of
San Pablo

This group is adapting its Sat-
urday evening dance sessions to
make them attractive to East
Bay folk dancers. Dance pro-
grams have been speeded up,
and all instruction eliminated on
those nights. An exhibition team

{Continued on Page Six)
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TO ACQUAINT YOU WITH
THE RESEARCH COMMITTEE

The Folk Dance Federation of
California was in its second year
of organization when it was met
with the following pertinent
questions: “How should a dance
be danced? It is danced differ-
ently at various clubs.” “How
shall we dance it at Festivals?”
“I dance the dances at festivals
with a partner leading me but I
can’t remember them. Where
can I get help in learning
them?” “Many dances are being
composed to recorded music
adding or deleting parts of the
dances as the record dictates.
Where can I find a description
of its traditional form?"

To answer these and other
questions and to glve the Feder-
ation a point of reference for
traditional dances and folk
dance material, the Research
Committee was formed. Every
folk dance organization of any
size needs such a study group.
The national folk dance societies
of European countrles have re-
search groups which cooperate
with each other and national
folk lore societies. At the last in-
ternational folk dance festival
held in Stockholm, Sweden, a
Scientific Congress which called

together leaders from the vari-
ous folk dance research groups
met at the same time.

It is most desirable that a re-
search committee have access Lo
an exenslve library of source ma-
terial from which comparative
studies can be made and the
most authoritative forms for
each dance adopted.

Also its members must have
wide experience gained from ob-
serving and studying dances in
their native settings with recog-
nized native leaders. This is es-
pecially necessary for European
folk dances and others originat-
ing outside the borders of the
United States. Ethnic groups in
this country can not be relied
upon for the same degree of au-
thority as all too soon their
dancing Dbecomes colored by
their new American environ-
ment. Reliance upon ethnic
groups here by folk dance lead-
ers who have never studied folk
dancing outside the United
States accounts In part for the
many versions of the traditional
dances heing danced throughout
this country.

To be able to write a detalled
description of a dance so that

others can interpret it requires
extensive experience in the an-
alysis of movement and dance
pattern and in teaching folk
dance.

The Research Committee of
the Folk Dance Federation of
California is fortunate in being
able to qualify in all of the above
requirements. Although some
Eastern leaders have felt free
to criticize its work and to at-
tribute any measure of success
to the visit of an Eastern folk
dancer, the Research Commit-
tee has not changed its policy
which from the start has been
based on extensive research, true
source material and the judg-
ment of experienced persons.

Having thus considered the
need for such a committee and
the qualifications for its mem-
bers, the purpose of its work
becomes quite clear. It is sum-
marized in the preface of each
volume of its works entitled Folk
Dances from Near and Far, as
follows:

“. .. {1} to determine authen-
tice forms of dances that are of
interest to the Federation; (2) to
furnish material which will aid
in teaching the dances and give
assistance to new Federation
members wishing to learn them;
and (3) to provide descriptions
of dances popular with the

{Continued on Page Twelve)

Research Committee: Left to right—Hormer Davis, Mildred Buhler, Lucile Czarnowski, Henry Glass
and Arvis Landis,
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will be organized to meet on
some other night; also a begin-
ners’ class in conjunction with
the Consumer’s Cooperative of
Richmond.

Northwest Oakland
Folk Dancers

Two folk dance classes, con-
ducted by the Adult Education
Department of PublicCMFWCM
Department of Public CMFWCM
Schools, under the direction of
Harvey Lebrun, on Monday
nights at the Santa Fe School in
Northwest Qakland (b4th and
Market Streets) are planning o
combine and organlze them-
selves into an independent, aux-
iliary Folk Dance Club. Al-
though operating only since Oc-
tober, the group has already
conducted two dance “parties,”
one on November 24th to mark
the end of its first eight weeks'
session, and one on December
15th to fill in an evening left
vacant by the School Depart-
ment schedule. Mrs. Lilian Wood,
President of the Parent-Teach-
ers Association, which asked for
the folk dance instruction and
provided funds for the record
player and public oddress sys-
tem, is the leader of the group.

Gay Nighters

The Gay Nighters of San Jose
gave a Christmas Folk Dance
Party on December 19h at
Roosevelt Junior High Gym. All
local folk dancers were invited.
Each person attending was
asked to bring an inexpensive
gift for someone else. These
gifts were put under the Christ-
mas tree until “Mr. and Mrs.
Claus” arrived and distributed

them. Punch and cookies fur-

nished the energy for the even-

ing. Mr. and Mrs. Thush were in

charge of the program.

OTHER PARTS OF THE STATE
SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY

The Harvest Round-up Fes-
tival at the new Fresh High
School Cafeteria, under the di-
rection of Tom Wright, Margery
Bell, Wilma Graesch, and John-
ny Widman, turned out to be
quite a drawing card for spec-
tators as well as participants.

The Valley's outstanding
Christmas party was by the Tu-
lare Twirlers. Visalia Folk Danc-
ers will entertain in January.
Porterville Sequeoia Swingers
promise a Valentine’s Party.
March will be Fresno's turn to
play host.

The Grapevine Twisters and
Fresno Frolicekers recently put
on a demonstration for the as-
sociated students of the Junior
College at Frésno.

New classes and new leaders:
Mary Beliskov and Allce Hum-
mel are starting a new night
school class at Kerman. Wilma
Graesch, president of the Reel-
ers, is taking beginners who
were unable to start with the
beginning classes eight weeks
ago. Thelma Deming conducts a
class composed of University
wWomen’s Club members, at the
Lafayette School. John “Buster
Brown” Ward, our fiteen-year-
old mascot, has been directing a
square of adults during his
spare moments — with the re-
sult that they have now joined
the Monday hight Methodist
Church group, one of the mem-
bers being Buster’'s ex-tap dance
instructor.

In Visalia, classes start at

7:00 and last till 10:00 p.m., be-
ginners first. Their leader is
Sam Pusateri. Thelr new offi-
cers ale President Don Grant,
Vice President Agnes Moran,
Recording Secretary Peggy Betts,
Corresponding Secretary Carol
Bachus, Treasurer Marie Burnap.
Edgar Huse is custodlan of
records, Florine Montein is in
charge of membership, and Nell
Wallin is hostess.

A contest is now being con-
ducted to get a name specially
suited to their area.

Coming soon! An All-Valley
council to better coordinate Val-
ley folk dance activities, Also a
weekend institute for Fresno,
with some leaders from the
north — perhaps in connection
with a regional festival,

Los Bailadores de Montercy

The Bailadores held a folk
dance party at El Estero U.5.0.
in Monterey. In charge of the
affair were Ed Bloom, Jlm
Schaar, Thyrma Green and Ber-

. nice Tweedt. A group from the

Bailadores has met with a group
in Carmel Valley and helped
them get under way by teaching
them a numbher of dances such
as Korobushka, Cotton Eye Joe,
Boston Two Step, Masquerade,
Alexandrovska, Saturday Night
Schottische,, Cowboy Squares.

ALL THE LATEST
FOLK DANCE RECORDS
New! Webster Wire Recorder—
Immediate Delivery
Prompt attention given mail
orders—We pay postage.
MARCHI MUSIC CO.
1208 J Street Phone 3-6415
Sacramento 14, Calif.
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Black Hawk Waltz

Champaritn

Dashing While
Sergeant

Elde Ratas

IFado Blangulita

Gy¥pRey Wine

Hinwatha

Itish Jolllly

Itnllan Quadrille Taneuj
Kohanochka Threc Step
Korobushka Trilby

La Bambn

426 South Broadway

e e

Laces nud Graces
Meltschi Puatz DI
Oxford Minuet
Irolka-Marurkn
Road to the Isles
Sellinger’s Round
Seven Jumps
Sicllinn Cirecle
Skniers Waltn
Spanish Walls

Alexnndrovika

The Appropriate Record
For the Following Dances

Iinlinn Danza

Iviganochkn
Yarsoviana
I'rogredsive
Vengerkn
VYo Sadu Lj
Wooden Shoes
Badger Mixer
Buffnle Glide
Cherkessla
Dorls Waltz
Espan

Kalvelis

I'olkns

Hambos, Many
Hopak

— Established 1903 —
MIchigan 1871

Koloxs, grent varlety

Krakowink

Ln Raspa

Ladies Whim

Neapolitan
Tarantelln

Pas D’Espange

500 Scleclions

Gathering Poeascodsy Rye Waliz

Svhottlsches
All languages

—ORDERS SUBJECT TO STOCK ON HAND—

%mem’can mudic Campan,y

79¢ Each

Sher

Sigilinn ‘Earanielin

Spanish Clrele

Squnre Dances
Large selection

Tarantcllns

Te Ting

Troika

Veleta

Vargoviann
Waltz

Virglnla Recls

Weggis Dance

Zandunga

Los Angeles, California
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The head-dress of the French
peasants, both men and women,
are usually the most distinctive
feature of their native costume.
This certainly holds true among
the women of Alsace. The huge
butterfly bows or caps are of
very heavy taffeta ribbon, and
are of solid colors, black, or
plaid.

The bodice is of velvet — the
skirt of very stiff silk — the
apron and the shawl are silk,
but of a lighter, softer quality.
The embroidery on the shawls
and aprons is according to the
individual taste of the wearer.

The shirt walsts are of a very
sheer linen, and are lace trim-
med.

The Alsatian man shown here

needs no further description;
his costume is simple, the only
touch of color being in his red
vest and bright gold buttons.

Frequently the French peas-
ants achieve their most striking
designs in emhroidery by placing
numerous horder designs — one
against another. Designs of fine
sprig work are used to decorate
aprons, bodices, and other gar-
ments.

Jewelry finds great faver with
the French peasants — includ-
ing pendants, earrings and many
other everyday ornaments.

Adpvice to New
Folk Dancers

By
ROBERT D. LAMONT

Enough o©of this standing
around, mouth open, a hopeless
expression on your face! The
Pzitgnretchetka is NOT a diffi-

(Ceontinued on Page Ten)

FRANCE

MAN AND WOMAN FROM ALSACE

Back Toffela

Purple Silk
White Blouse

Velvel Bodice 1| :
——L-A%,_:__ :
=

(alored Shint

Embroidered
Blach Sitk
Apren

White Stockins

Black Shoes

- Blnck st

Gold Putten

MAKE...

Best Music Co.

your HEADQUARTERS for
FOLK DANCE RECORDS!

Folk Dance Record
FAVORITES Now
Available
* HIAWATHA 130
CHERKESSIA

* IN THE ORCHARD 131
TATAROCHKA

* KOHANOCHKA 106
HOPAK

* LEZGINKA 8562
ODALISQUE

*‘POLYANKA 129
ALEXANDROVSKA

* MOON WINKS 1046
CALIFORNIA SCHOT-
TISCHE

IMPERIAL
ALBUMS

* ITALIAN—F. D.-5
* PHILIPPINE—F, D.-1

* MEXICAN FOLK DANCES
ALBUM, F. D.-6

* SCOTTISH FOLK DANCES
ALBUM F. D.-1

' RUSSIAN FOLK DANCES
ALBUM F. D.=5

* BALTIC FOLK DANCES
ALBUM F. D.-4

* SPANISH FOLK DANCES
ALBUM F. D.-3

* RUSSIAN GYPSY DANCES
AILBUM F. D.-7
* We Fill Mail Orders
Prompitly
Please Add 3% Sales Tax

* We Ship Free Within The
State

v We Invite Charge Accounts

Best Music Co.

~ RECORD DEPARTMENT
Glencourt 5332
12th and Clay Street
OAKLAND 7, CALIFORNIA
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Bramhill Dances

South

(Continued from Page Two)

Off down the street by flash-
light to find food.

On our return, we were greeted
in the street by a nice lady who
had a bit of information for us.
In effect, her message, delivered
in a most friendly manner, was
that our hostess’ hushand was of
a very grumpy hature and did
not want his wife to take us in.
In fact, he woud be most happy
to get our things and see if
there was a bed at the Pension
Medina.

The Pension Medina was run
by an old and untidy lady who,
though it was dark and time for
bed, still had on her derby hat.
“Yes, we could share a single
bed. No, we could not use the
other bed in the room because
it was occupied by the ‘gobernor
of the town.” 8he finally
brought me a sheep skin and
two ponchos and I fixed a bed on
the floor.

Sra. Medina returned to say
we could move into the ‘“colec-
tivo"” where there were two beds.
Off again.

The “coectivp” is a large room
divided into thirds by curtains
that are transparent and do not
meet. There are two heds to
each secion. We took off our
shoes and belts, put our own pil-
lowslips on the straw pillows and
dusted all with DDT. Then, com-
piete with clothes, crawled into
bed.

(It might be well to explain
that I travel in boots, jeans and
a knapsack for I find it more
“comoda,” less bugs and dirt get
on the inside, and it is often
warmer.)

Awake for sure at 4:30 — a
most reasonable time of day.

Breakfast consisted of visits
to two shops. From the {first,
coffee and dry rolls. From the
second, steaks with fried onions
and tomatoes — at an open air
stove. The stove was of adobe
brick with holes left in the top
layer for the pans to fit. Dry
dung was fed to the fire from
the front. The only trees of the
altiplano are ' eucalyptus thalt
have been planted around the
pueblos, and are not cut for fuel.

As soon as we had eaten, we
were checked by the police and
then found a truck going to La
Paz. Our fellow passengers were
eleven boys from a soccder team
in La Paz. We were stowed away
in fair comfort, each sitting on
his own baggage. It was a merry
trip with the boys singing. Often
we would stop to pick up In-

dlans. By the time we were really
underway, we had twenty-three
passengers and bundles of sheep
skins, vegetables, and whatever
else they carry. It was pretty un-
comfortable — so crowded I lit-
erally could not change position
or even move my feet.

Of course, we had another
customs official come aboard
just before entering La Paz. He
insisted on opening “everything.”
Do you know wnat he was look-
ing for? Aji. Do you know what
is Aji? Aji, for better or for
wOorse, are peppers — and pep-
pers are contraband in Bolivia.

Down the hill we rolled at last
into La Paz. So this is Bolivia.

Cure-All

My business is swamped, my
head’s in a whirl,

My wife has just told me she
hopes it’s a girl;

My nerves are all jagged, my
temper a fright,

And I have to go folk da.ncmg
tonight!

Costs have pone up,
dear,

I'm wound up like a top, my
mind isn’t clear;

Christmas bills mounting, noth-
ing is right,

Yet here I am, folk danclng to-
night.

labor is

I feel so darn’ lousy . .'.
look at that step!

Boy that’s got the rythm, that's
got the pep!

It’s after four-thirty? The sky's
getting light?

Don’t be so fussy! We'll folk
dance all night!

ROBERT D. LAMONT

say,

RECORDS BOOKS

ED KREMERS’
FOLK SHOP

A Folk Dance Specialty Center

262 O’Farrell S§t., No. 301
San Franeiseo 2, Callf.

SUtter 1-7294

UHNITED NATIDNS THEATRE BUILDING
See Ed for all available Folk
Dance Records, including these
favorites:

Sicilian Tarantella

Neapolitan Tarantella

Italian Quadrille

Italian Danza

PHONOGBRAPHS AND PuBLIC ADDREESS
SYSTEMS FOR RENT AND SALE

For FOLK DANCE and
POPULAR RECORDS
Try Our New Store—

NOBRO MUSIC
360 Ellts St., §, F, 2; TU 4876

" Open Week-days from 8 8. m. to 7 p. m.

TROIKA

Rucddian Redlasnand

455 POWELL ST.
SAN FRANCISCO
DOUGLAS  2-7957

Folk Dances
From Near
And Far. ..

Volume [ (1944)

Volume IT (1945)

Volume III (1946)
$2.00 each

“FOLK DANCES
FROM NEAR
AND FAR”

Each book contains dances is-
sued in “Let’s Dance” for a
year, plus a reference list
{Folk Dance Bibliography),
and definitions of dance terms,
{dance positions, step patteins,
and comunon figures).

The Research Committee has
done an outstanding job of
writing descriptions of the
dances we enjoy doing.
These volumes may bhe ob-
tained from

FOLK DANCE
FEDERATION
OF CALIFORNIA

Publications Comrmittee

262 O’Farrell Street, Rm. 301
SAN FRANCISCO 2,
CALIFORNIA

Telephone Sutter 1-7294

E:CISTLIMES ON BALE AND
TO ORDER

HOY’S RADIO AND MUSIC

~— Records —
Columbia, Victor, Deeca, Capltal
Blank Records
Home Recording Suppllies
Telephones:
8an Anselmo 2961 San Rafaelb738
2812 8ir Francis Drake Blvd.
San Anselmo, Californla
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Minnesota Federation

Many California folk dancers
recall both Ralph Piper, war-
time Army Major who visited us
several times within the last few
years, calling and teaching new
squares, and also Morry Gelman,
formerly an active member and
officer of several Southern Sec-
tion groups (see June 1947
“LET’S DANCE,” Page 2).

Our personal acquaintance
with these fine dance leaders
makes doubly interesting a news
note just received, to the effect
that the Folk Dance Federatlon
of Minnesota was organized on
November 16, 1947, with Piper
{now Associate Professor of Phy-
sical Eduecation, University of
Minnesota) acting as temporary
chairman of the organizational
meeting held at the Interna-
tional Institute in St. Paul. Gel-
man was elected President and
Piper accepted the position of
Director of Publicity and Ex-
tension.

The new Federation, which we
are told is patterned largely
after our own, has 20 member
clubs already, and expects to ad-
mit that many more atl the oc-
casion of its first monthly fes-
tival, to be held at he Univer-
siy of Minnesota, Minneapolis,
during the atternocon of Decem-
ber 21. Since there are already
about 100 folk and square dance
groups in the state, the new
Federation will no doubt experi-
ence a rapid growth,

We are already hearing ad-
vance reports of preliminary
steps in the formation of Fed-
eration in several other states.
Why not a Folk Dance Federa-
tion of the United States? of
the America’s? of the World?

ED KREMERS

Oakland Couneil of Folk Danee
Clubs

On Octoher 30, Walter Grothe,
president of the Folk Dance
Federation of California, met
with representatives of the Oak-
land Recreation Department and
some thirty-five delegates and
instructors from twenty-one folk
dance groups in Oakland, and
started the ball reolling toward
a city-wide Council of Folk
Dance Clubs. The Counecll will
work within, and cooperate
with, the State Pederation to
stimulate Interest in folk danc-
ing throughout the city and
serve as a clearing house of in-
formation for and about all local
folk dance groups and activitles.

The organizations represented

at that first meeting included
clubs sponsored by the Recrea-
tion Department, classes con-
ducted by the Adult Educatlon
Division of the Oakland Public
Schools, and ‘“self-sustaining
groups.” .

On Thursday, December 11,
the groups met again, formally
voted to inaugurate such a
Council and elected Robert L.
Elsocht, president of the Castle-
mont Promenaders, as temporary
chairman {(for two months) un-
til the details of a permanent
organization can be effected.

Under current discussion by
the Council groups, is a project
to stage a city-wide or a regional
folk dance festival in 1949, in
between some of the State fes-
tivals of Northern California.

Saturday Night in the
Bay Area

Saturday night folk dance ad-
dicts in the San Francisco Bay
Region now have a wide cholece
of where they may folk-and-
square dance: Park Boulevard,
an advanced group sponsored by
the Oakland Recreation Depart-
ment, eonducted by Louise Jor-
genson on the second Saturday
of each month the Shinn Dig-

gers, a self-sustaining intermed-
late group under Mrs. Theresa
White, at the Horace Mann
School in Oakland, on the first
and third Saturdays; the Albany
Folk Dancers’ monthly parties
under Dave Boyce at the Marin
School on the third Saturdays
of each month; the Castlemont
Promenaders’ monthly parties at
the Castlemont High School on
the first Saturdays; the Com-
munity Folk Dancers of San
Pable, at El Portal Communlty
Center, every Saturday night,
under the leadership of Alex
McMurray,; the Fun Club Dan-
cers, at the Park Presidio
Y.M.C.A, San Francisco, under
the leadership of Brother Arnold
McMuiray — can you tell them
apart, when they are apart? —
on the second, fourth and fifth
Saturdays {(when <{here is a
fifth) of each month, and the
monthly party of the San Carlos

"Peasants, under Penny Van

Valer;, first Saturday of each
month (“everybody welcome”).

Anybody know of any other
Saturday night folk dance spots
for the itinerant, San Francisco
Bay, week-end folk dancer? If
50, inform the editor.
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Folk Dance Federation
of California

Council Meeting

NORTHERN SECTION

NOVEMBER 16, 1947

1. At the November 16 meeting
of the Council the following
new clubs were admitted as
members of the Federation:
Modesto Folk Dancers, Sar-
acats of Los Gatos, and Ala-
meda Steppers.

2, The Federation has been
asked to participate in the
Portota Festival to be held in
San Francisco in October,
1948, which will include such
entertainment: as ballet, op-
era, football games, etc.

3. A new folk dance radio pro-
gram is being conducted by
Ted Reindollar on Sunday
evenings at 8:30 over Station
KWER.

4. Visitors from the Southern

Section at the Council meet-
ing ineluded Virginia Ander-
son, president; Ruth Berry-
hill, historian, and Esther
Liptz, director of publicity.
The following Regional Rep-
resentatives were elected to
serve on the board to assist
the President from November
1947, to November, 1948:
San Francisco — Paul O’Bryne
(Fun Club); alternate, Bill Sor-
ensen (Changs). Marin, Sonoma,
Lake and Napa Counties, Rolph
Winters (Fairfax); alternates —
George Bradley (Fairfax) and
Bob Robertson (Tamalpals).
Sacramento, Stockton, Lodi area
Heidi Schmidt (Wagon Reelers};
alternate, Dorothy Waite (Wagon
Reelers). Peninsula — Dorothy
Frost (Sacracats). San Joaquin
Valley, Florence Rata (Grapevine
Twisters); alternate, Clare Bit-
ter (Sequola Swingers). East
Bay, David Boyce (Albany).
DECEMBER %, 1947

At the December 7th meeting
of the Council the following new
clubs were accepted ag members
of the Federation: Reel and
Strathspey Club of Oakland and
Salinas Lariat Swingers. Several
members have Iindicated their
intention to attend the National
Folk Dance Festival to be held
April 7th to 10th at St. Louis,
Mo. Bill Sorengen reported on
fares from San Francisco to St.
Louis, which ranged from round-
trip by bus, $61.95 (plus 15 per
cent tax) to round-trip by alr,
$205.00 {(including tax. Mileage
from San Francisco is 2,157. The
Board of Regional Directors
recommended that individual
clubs consider participation in

[#)]

the California Labor School

three-day cultural conference,

which will include a history of
modern dancing, folk dancing,
and a concert demonstration.

The Oakland Recreation Dept.

has formed a Folk Dance Coun-

¢il to include all East Bay
groups. The Crzechoslavakian

Sokol Group wlll teach the new

Beseda to representative couples

from member clubs, It was de-

cided to list the Federation in
the East Bay telephone direc-
tory, using David Boyce’s ad-
dress, as a similar listing in the

San Francisco directory under

Ed Kremers’ address has proven

very satisfactory.

SOUTHERN SECTION

1, Held November 3rd.

2. Alta. Loma Folk Dancers
and American Square and
Old Fashioned Dance Group
accepted to make our fotal
23 groups.

3. Lloyd Shaw Institute in
LA, next Fall g possibility.
Sponsor for May Gadd visit
not determined.

4, "LET'S DANCE”
southern
solicit ads.

5. Elma Urban appointed to
fill vacancy in office of re-
cording secretary.

6. Publicity — KFI Saturday
afternoon ’teen-agers’ pro-
gram will give us free plugs.

7. $10 per evening set unoffi-
cially as standard minimum
for Folk Dance instruectors.

8. Teachers’ Institute post-
poned until January.

9. Special group for beginners
Friday nights, 8 p.an., at
Poinsetta Playground. 50c.
Esther Liptz, teaching.

needs 4
representative -to

10. Qjal Group name changed
to Ojai Art Center Dancers.
11. Copies of Festival Sugges-

tions now available to groups
sponsoring a festival.

Advice to New
Folk Dancers

(Continued From. Page Seven!
cult dance to learn! Come on
now, the hall’s empty, most of
the dancers haven't arrived as
vet. Let me show you how easy
it is. Line up. That’s right.

Now we begin wlth a simple
one-two-three forward. Splen-
did! Just repeat and go in the
opposite direction for the second
step. See how uncomplicated it
all is? Next we do two leaps and
a series of fifty-two Padee Bahs.
One, two, three . twenty-
seven, twenty—opps!! Thanks.
Er, the floor's kind of slippery.
Perhaps we’'d betler skip that
step and take the next.

In gquick suceession do a Clap
Step, a Russian Polka step and
four toe-touch-klck steps, finish-
ing with a grand right and left
and right arms around. Ready?
Just follow me. Tum-de-dum-te
... Oh! Ohhhh! It’s my head. I
told you the toe-touch-Kick step
was ust a bit tricky didn't I?
Well, you see what I mean. If
you don’t keep your balance: you
go over. Still, the Pztgnretchetka
isn’t too tough. With this bruised
head and twisted ankle it may
be a little difficult for me to
convince you but it really isn't!

Let’s concentrate on the last
sequence of the dance. The
women, of course, aren’t ex-
pected to do this, Girls, you just
do a touch — kick and Polka
turn while the men take over.
Now men! Five full squats, rising
to standing position on the
heels; go right into six more
squats only this time alternate
between rising on the left foot
with the right extended and the
right foot with the lefr ex-
tended; fthen, as the music

(Continued on Page 11

BOOTS

ﬂ CZI‘Z:CA C)om/oan%

San Francisco 2, California

Custom Bilt

FOR DANCERS
{(Who Want the Best)

1125 Market Street,
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AReligious Aspect
Of Folk Dancing

One of the objectives in the
Folk Dance is to bring together
people of all backgrounds and
faiths. It also serves to unify
groups of one particular religion.
Ministers, rabbis,
social directors have discovered
the value of this form of recre~
ation to keep their congreation
happy.

Two groups in Los Angeles,
under the expert leadership of
Paul Erfer, were recently Initi-
ated by religious sponsors.

The first Is conducted under
the Hillel Foundation, a Jewish
organization at City College.
Originally set up as a six weeks
course for students at the col-
lege, it has been extended to ten
weeks, with a possibility of an-
other extension throughout the
semester., Offered as an inter-
faith activity, the class has at-
tracted a good percentage of
non=Jews. At least one Jewish or
Palestinian folk dance is taught
at each session. The class will
continue to meet every Monday
at two o’clock in the Religious
Conference building until the
Christmas vacation.

The newest group is an eager
one sponsored by the Pirst Bap-
tist Chureh of Los Angeles. The
opening dance was received with
much enthusiasm. The group,
ranging from ‘teen-age to mid-
dle-age, and including the min-
ister, learned seven folk dances
and a couple of American
squares at their first meeting,

JIf the basic teachings in all
religions are tolerance and un-
derstanding, then Folk Dance
certainly belongs in the church
and synagogue to help foster
those teachings.

Dave’s Record and
Folk Dance Studio

372 Colusa Ave.

. Berkeley 7, California
EA-5-5122
Specializing in
Folk Dance Records
and Folk Dance

Accessories

and church -

Oxnard’s Festival
Of Lights

Folk dancers from Southern
California converged upon Ox-
nard for a celebration sponsored
by the Ozxnard Chamber of
Commerce. The “Festival of
Light” marked the lighting of
Christmas decorations on Ox-
nard’s main street and was
highlighted by a festival in min-
ature consisting of four dem-
onstrations and ten general par-
ticipation dances. The exhibi-
tions included two familiar
dances done by Oxnard school
children: Cotfon Eyed Joe and
Troika. Both were performed
with much gusto and more ob-
vious pleasure than grammar
school kids usually derive from
“sissy stuff” such as folk danc-
ing. The Oxnard Folk Dancers,
led by Harry Hakam who ar-
ranged the Festival (and, lnci-
dentally, has done a wonderful
job “selling” folk dancing to his
city fathers), presented tantoli
as their demonstration. Three
Southland groups performed
their stock-in-trade with the
smoothness gained by long prac-
tice and frequen{ performance
at festivals: BSanta Barbara's
Poole-Verhelle-Coe group did
two early California dances;
Hollywood’s Los Ayuneros pre-
sented Granada and Jarabe
Tapatio; and Westwoed Co-op
whirled and squat - stepped
through the Kolomyika.

Thank you Oxnard.

W. H. FLORSHEIM

Advice to New
Folk Dancers

(Continued from Page Ten)
reaches the climax stay in a full
squat and kick one foot and then
the other out in front of you.
Watch now! Speed is essential,

First the five squats. One, two,
three, four and . .. uh! . .. five.
Now alternate right and left
feet extended. One, two, three

. ugh! No, I don’t need help!
Stand back please. Four, fi-i-i-ve

—si-i-i-x, Music . . . simple . . .
climax . . . kick one fooft and
then other . .. see ... kick ...

kick . . . Ohhhh, it's my leg, it's
twisted under me and I wrench-
ed the same ankle I hurt earlier
and hit my head in the same
place when I fell! I can’t get up!
Well, don’t stand arcund me
grinning! For heaven’s sake, call
a doctor, get me some help
OWWWwwww my aching back!

Virginia Anderson
Guest of Whittier

The members of the Whittier
Folk Dance Feliowship were
honored to have Virginia An-
derson, the president of the
Southern Section of the Folk
Dance Federatlon of California,
and her friend, Ingebord
Thorpe-Smith as their guests
at their folk dance Saturday
evening, November 8. Their
presence and fine dancing add-
ed zest and enthusiasm to the
evening. The group also learned
four new dances under the cap-
able direction of Virginia An-
derson — Corrido, a Mexican
dance; Fado Blanquita, a Port-
uguese dance; Gypsy Wine, a
Hungarian waltz; and Cotton-
Eyed Joe, an American dance—
which originated in Texas.

Preceding the evening of
folk dancing from 8:00-11:00 at
the Whittier YM.C.A., a pot-
luck dinner was held so that
members could meet Virginia
Anderson and have the oppor-
tunity to talk with her. At the
close of the supper Virginia
gave a very interesting talk tell-
ing of the function and activi-
ties of the Folk Dance Federa-
tion of Califernia, sharing her
hopes and plans for the South-
ern Section.

The Whittier Folk Dance Fel-
lowship meets on the second,
fourth, and fifth Saturdays of
the month from 8:00-11:00 p.m.
at the Whittier YM.C.A. When
there is a fifth BSaturday, a
special event is held. You've
never heard of it before? They
are highly successful and leads
of tun. We give you a special
invitation to come and find out.

ALICE M. WAGNER
Several veolumes go out every
Friday night, but about Pasa-
dena Festival time everything
on costumes disappears for a
couple of weeks.

Regular cards and envelopes
were donated by a local library.
A member volunteered to be Li-
brarian, and is now considered a
regular officer of the Co-op. No
rigorous rules have been estah-
lished for borrowing or for time
of returning, to encourage
everyone’s using the material.

Our biggest need 15 to learn
the names of some bocks on
costumes that we can purchase.
If you know of any, please send
the names of them via the sec-
retary of the Southern Section.
The Pasadena group will socon
return its thanks!

KATHERINE PELTON
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_Save the Date!

January 25 — Federation Fes-
tival at Pasadena. 1:00-5:00
p.m. in the Pasadena Civic
Auditorium. Hosts: Pasadena
Co-op Folk Dancers and the
Department of Recreation.

January 25 — Teachers Institute
(details to be announced).

February 7 — Annual Bangquet.
Hosts: Ballroom Folk Dancing
Club of Sacramento. (Reserva-
tions necessary).

February 8 — PFederation Fes-
tival at Oai. Hosts: Ojai Art
Center Dancers, 1:00-5:00 p.m.
{Valentine theme). Dinner
dance 5:30 to 9:30 (outdoors if
weather permits, otherwise in-
side).

Fepruary 1b — Federation Fes-
tival at the San JTose Civic
Auditorium, 1:00-5:00 p. m.
Evening party, San Jose State
College Gym.

February 29 — Regional PFesti-
val, Santa Cruz Civic Auditor-
ium, 1:00-5:00 p.m.

Mareh 27 — Teachers Institute
Bushrod Recreation Center,
Oakland, Calif,

April 7-10—National Folk Dance
Festival at St. Louis, Missouri.

April 30 - May 1 — Statewide
Festival in Fresno (details to
be announced}.

RESEARCH
COMMITTEE

{Continued from Page 5}
membership so that some uni-
formity in the performance of
the dances might be attained at
festivals.”

In fulfilling the purpose of
part (3) it will be noted that
dances composed by Federation
members which are popular in
the clubs are also published, in
each case giving the composer
credit for the dance. No con-
fusion should result, therefore,
concerning composed and tradi-
tional dances.

The Reasearch Committee is
now well in its fourth very ac-
tive year of work. As a result of
much study, experiment, and
discussion, it developed a method
and a descriptive form of an-
alyzing and writing dances. One
measure of the success in this
phase of its work is the use
which leaders in other parts of
the United States have made of
it when describing dances in
their own published works.

The Committee has provided
monthly dance descriptions for
the Iederation paper, Let’s
Dance, and has issued the books,
Folk Dances From Near and Far,
Vos. I, II, and III. Volume I is
now in its fourth printing; Vol-
ume II is in its second printing,

and Volume III, which was pub-
lished in July, 1947, will need to
be reprinted soon.

The members of the Research
Committee who have given so
freely of their fime and experi-
ence are:

1944-45: Harmer Davis, Henry
Glass, -Alice Jameyson, Lucile
Czarnowski, chairman.

19045-46: Harmer Davis, Henry
Glass, Lucile K. Czarnowski,
chairman.

1946-47: Harmer Davis, Henry
Glass, Avis Landis, Grace Perry-
man, Edna 8. Spalding, Lucile K.
Czarnowski, chalrman.

1947-48: Mildred Buhler, Har-

Harris, Avis Landis, Clarice
Wills, Lucile K. Czarnowski,
chairman.

Madelynne Greene has worked
with the Committee on several
occasions and Frances Glass for
several years has been an in-
valuable member in the prepara-
tion of copy. It will he noted that
three members have served con-
tinuously since the founding of
the Committee., This has given
continuity and stability to is
work.

The Southern Section also has
a flourishing Research Commit-
fee which is making a valuable
contribution to the Federation.

LUCILE CZARNOWSKI.

mer Davis, Henry Glass, Lawton

FUR FOLK DANCING FLIIY

e« o« DIRNDAL SKIRTS, BLOUSES
@ TUMPERS DRESSES
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Costume Fabrics

Dance Footwear

* Wigs - Stage Make-up

Everything for The Folk Dancer
from “Head to Foot”
Trimmings - Accessories

Tambourines - Castanets
Maraccas - Drums - Cymbals

White

$11.95

Flexible Construction
For Comnfort and
Long Service

CALFSKIN BOOTS

DG“%’E

216 Powell St., S. F. 2

Costumes of Every Description Designed and Made lo Order

Visttors Weleome - Mail Inquiries Invited

Send for free Descriptive Catalog. Dept. M.

vt Co.

Phone EX 2-4912






