m

AT

I

D
s
S

1

f

T

il

]

\rl
3
A
~J

_——

[

|

!
i

1

= ‘

I

|

AL R LTI RRELN L)

=0z e

=S ——

AN LI

0634
“‘Q\\ Q)

-

il

l

“fllmuﬂ!li“l””|“|HM[”H'H”M'le

PUBL

+I_ED m ‘“ :

E 5 R ot —

!

i




LUME IV

OCTOBER, 1947

‘NUMEER 10

LET’S DANCE

Published Monthly by The Folk Dance Federation of California

Millie Von Konsky ...

....Editor

2008 Warner Avenuo “Oakland 3 Callfornla

Ruth Berryhill ..
Wayne Wills ...
Art Wickersham

Dorothy Kiser
Eleanor Elsocht ..
Liesl Barnett

Kay Holmes ..

. Associate Editor
Assistant
...Assistant

,,,,,,,,, Staff Cartoonist

.Btaff Artist
_Costumes
Busmess Manager

590 Eighth Avenue "San Francisco 18 “California

Harold Reames ...

Advertising Manager

890 Br1dge Road ‘San Leandro ‘California

WALTER GROTHE
President, Northern Seclion
390 Liberty Street
San Francisco 14, California

ELIZABETH HOWARD
Secretary, Northern Section
8 Sunset Drive
Berkeley 7, California

VIRGINIA ANDERSON
President, Southern Section
1127 North Vista Sireet
Hollywood 46, California

IRIS MUNSEN
Secretary, Southern Section
370 South Swall Drive
Beverly Hills, California

Subscription Rates: 25 Cents Per Copy; $1.75 Per Year

Send Subscriptions to Publication Commitice, 262 O'Farrell Street,
Room 301, San Francisco 2, California

YOUR CLUB AND MINE

GARFIELD RECEPTION

The Garfield Folk Dancers
gathered at Codornices Club
House to honor the newly elect-
ed officers. Elizabeth Ann How-
ard, attired in a dashing red cos-
tume which she recently brought
from Mexico, acted as Mistress
of Ceremonies. Avis Landis, who
accompanied Elizabeth Ann on
her trip, favored guests with two
colorful Mexican dances.

Walter Grothe, that ambassa-
dor of good wlill, who, since be-
coming president of the north-
ern section of the Federation,
has made millions of friends, was
there to extend felicitations.

—_—0———
FRESNO FROLICKERS
IN THE NEWS

Thanks to guest leaders Bill
Castner of the U. C. Folk and
Square, Art Corral of the Wash-
ington C. C. Workshop, and Ed-
win Rickard studying under Lu-
cille Czarnowski at the Universi-
ty of California, the Fresno
Frolickers have had a very pro-
gressive and enjoyable summer.

Several of.the members are now
busy preparing over one hundred
troops of GIRL SCOUTS for their
Annual Folk Dance Festival to
be held in the Civic Audiforium

in October. The Frolickers have
been ‘meeting every Wednesday
during the summer at the B
Street Community Center and
will return to the ¥, W. C. A.
the first of October.

CARLA WEAVER.

[ o T
INTERNATIONAY, HAT A GAY

NIGHTER THEME

The San Jose Gay Nighters’
Regional Folk Dance Festival
will be held October 19th, at
the Civic Auditorium. Dancing
will begin at one-thirty and con-
tinue until five-thirty in the
evening, The theme will be IN-
TERNATIONAL HATS. Here is
your opportunity to add a new
hat to your costume and gailety
to the occasion.

—_—

INDIAN SUMMER FESTIVAL

Another Federation Festival
passed under the dancing feet
of Southern California folk
dancers September 6 at Rancho
Cienega Playgrounds,

Despite fog, lighting troubles,
amplifier headaches and missing
guest artists, a four-hour Festi-
val sponsored by the Mountain
Dancers ended In success. The
overhead lights of the play-
ground were out of order as was

the original amplifying system.
Technocracy, Inc., came fo the
rescue and put both their light

-and public address system in

service.

The playground was a pleasant
dance location away from the
whirl of traffic’ out in the wide
open spaces with a view of Bald-
win Hills. The Mountain Dancers
used autumn colors of red, green,
and brown to decorate the danc~
ing area. The evening program
was a vari-colored tiny ten-page
booklet cut in the shape of
leaves. The festival opened with
the record “Indian Summer” and
then the dancing started with
Kohanotchka. Alltogether3s
dances were done during the
evening with exhibitions includ-
ing Venezuela’s ®l Joropo by
the Westwood Co-op. Folk Danc-
ers, who wore native costumes
with blg straw hats, did a Med-
ley of American Contra Dances,
arranged and called by Bob
O’'Donnall,

Squares were called by Bob
O’Donnell, Johnny Klng, Jack
Russell and Chester Roistacher
who accompanied his calls with
a guitar,

[ W
WESTWOOD CO-0P

Some of the leaders of the
WESTWOOD CO-OP FOLK
DANCERS feel that they gave a
new folk dance group its start
when they drove to Pomona
and visited a group which
meets at the ¥, M. C. A, there.
This group has heen meet-
ing one Saturday night a month
for some time to give its mem-
bers an evening of social dane-
ing, with Mr. and Mrs. Dull as
Chairmen, They recently decided
to try out folk danecing too, and
called on the Westwood Co-Op
to help out. In spite of the inex-
perience of the group they
pleked up the various types of
waltzes, schotfisches and horas
that were taught rapidly and en-
thusiatically. Some demonstra-
tions were given to show them
what they could try for, and it
is probable that from now on,
Iolk dancing will compete suc-
cessfully with soelal dancing for

(Continued on Page Five)

For FOLK DANCE and
POPULAR RECORDS

Try Our New Store—
NOBRO MTUSIC

369 Elfs Ht., 8. F. 2; TU 4976
Open Week-days from 9 &, m, to 7 p. m,
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HEALDSBURG FESTIVAL

The verdict was unanimous
and enthusiastic — “Healdsburg
Knows How!!!” Establishing a
reputation with their first Fes-
tival, The Country Dancers have
shown without room for dispute
thal a new group may venture
into the Festival-giving arena
and carry off the occasion in the
best tradition.

Working with but one commit-
tee (and that committee consist-
ing of every member of the
group), The Country Dancers’,
Healdsburg Festival brought the
following comment from Walter
Grothe, Federation President—
“Certainly one of the pest festi-
vals of the year. If one stopped
to analyze why, the answer
would be thaf{ the affair was
well organized, well handled, the
setting perfect, weather condi-
tions ideal, the program interest-
ing and well arranged, and the
spirit of the host group, con-
tagious.”

Another “first,” was the exhi-
bition by the host group of The
Tatra. Two couples from .the
group learned the Tatra at
Teacher’'s Institute, weni home
and taught it to the dancers at
group meetings, made the cor-
rect costumes and presented it
at the festival as the first exhi-
bition the group has ever done.

Other exhibitions, and other
“firsts” on the program, ineluded
a, new version of the Tarantella
by the Tamalpais International
folk Dancers, and new varta-

Dave’s Record and
Folk Dance Studio

372 Celusa Ave.
Berkeley 7, California
LA-5-5122
Specializing n
Folk Dance Records
and Folk Dance

Accessories

EDITOR’

Grand Right
And Left

tions of American Squares by
the Gate Swingers.

Thank you, Healdsburg Coun-
try Dancers, the Federation is
very proud to have a group
like you as a member and con-
spicuous on the roll of perfect
hosts.

- 0

CONTINENTAL ATMOSPHERE

The Olympic Ski Team Ball,
at the Altadena Country Club
in Southern California, was re-
sponsible for a mass wardrobe

addition for members of the
Folkdance Mountaineers of Pas-
adena. “Lederhosen” by the
dozen, and feminine costume
counterparts, were the results of
a two-week session of broken
sewing needles and despair in-
dulged in by the usnal “costum-
ers” of any exhibition group.

8. Hilmers, Seciy. of the Folk-
dance Mountaineers, in her re-
port to LET’'S DANCE stated
the following, which we cousider
to be close to an Exhibition
group credo ...

“The people crowded into the
large hall to watch our “show,”
which included such favorites as
a sample of the Hamho, Meichi
Putz Di, and the Russian Hopak
for real colorful flavoring. It
was easy to see by the awe-filled
faces of some of the speectators
that they had never secen folk
dancing done before, but as quite
a Continental atmosphere pre-
vailed at this ski ball, it wasn’t
long before many of them ven-
tured out on the floor for a try.

We were well pleased to fing that
the hobby of folk dancing, which
has grown to mean so much to
us, was also bheginning to open
up a new world for othiers as

well.”

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Recognizing ‘the missionary
aspects” integral in the Folk
Dance movement, we have time
and again had the passing
thought of a new “institution”
for Festivals. The Berkeley Folk
Dancers have on occaslon (and
quite possibly other groups)
rounded off an exhibition by
sending the dancers into the
audience for “new partners.)’
Drawing on the ample reservoir
of simple *“game dances,” in
short order a new group of po-
tential folk dancers have not
only witnessed and admired; but
have, without the pain of con-
templation, found themselves
“with their back hair down” and
ready to look for a bheginners’
group.

“In and out” through the news
of the Folk Dance scene as re-
vealed in the press and corres-
pondence of the month past.

O—

DANCING MASTERS

Developing into a restatement
of the chicken-egg, “which
first?” riddle, we find another
circle completed with the news
that this year, for the first time
(in recent history, a any rate),
Folk Dancing was taught at the
annual convention of The Dance
Masters of California (unit of
The Dance Masters of America).
Instructing the professional
dancing masters was Ethel Tur-
ner, director of the Turnohees
Folk Dance Group of San Fran-
cisco,

BOOTS

Custom Bill

FOR DANCERS

{(Who Want the Best)

X B ﬂar/écé C)mpan%

1125 Market Streét,
San Francisco 2, California
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MAKE...

Best Music Co.

vour HEADQUARTERS for
FOLK DANCE RECORDS!

New . . .
SQUARE DANCES

CARESON ROBISON and his
SQUARE DANCES

(With Calls
by Lawrence V. Loy

MGM ALBUM 5

$3.95

contains:

+ Head Couples Separate

e Hook and Whirl

- Lady 'Round the Leady

* The Devil’s Briiches

s The Maverick

+ Bob’s Favorite

s Pokeberry Promenade

+ When the Work’s All Done
This Fall

Also: Complete Line of
IMPERIAL ALBUMS

{walch last page of this issue
of LET'S DANCE)

v We Fill Mail Ordexs
Promptly
Please Add 3% Sales Tax

¥ We Ship Free Within The
State

¢y We Invite Charge Accounts

Best Music Co.

RECORD DEPARTMENT
Glencourt 5332
12th and Clay Street
QAKLAND 7, CALIFORNIA

COSTUMES

By LIESEL BARNETT

Russia is a vast country, pop-
ulated by many different peo-
ples. Oriental, Oeccidental and

-Slavic characters vie with each

other, all dominating one region
or another, but never coming so
close to each other that they
become contused.

Women of central Russia in
the Bronze Age already wore
blouse-like sleeveless jackets and
wrap-around skirts. Gathering
cords were not as yet known, so
they pleated the skirts into a
woolen belt. Thus originated the
tightly wrapped sash, now worn
mainly by the men of the part of
Rusisa known as the Ukraina.
These blouses later on had
sleeves adedd to them, also fancy
tucks, gathers and embroidery.
However they re tained their
square necks and the unusual,
embroidery—outlined o pen-air
holes on the back of the blouse.

Russian costumes vary from

district to distriet, where again
they branch into minor wvaria-
tions from town to town, often
denoting the social and marital
status of fthe wearer.

Russia is a fascinating subject
for anyone interested in cos-
tumes, only space does not at
the moment permit going into
the matter further. However, T
will be glad to continue my re-
search on Russian peasant cos-
tumes, and continue to write
about them, if so desired.

JAPAN

Many bay area folk dancers
will remember vivacious, blonde
Barbara McBride, one of Chang’s
International Folk Dancers’
most popular members, Eight
months azo Barb (as she is af-
fectionately tagged by her

-friends) went to Tokyo as ci-

vilian employee of the army.
Life is very interesting now
for Barbara, and she writes the
most amazing letters. Yes, Bar-
bara is now teaching American

service personnel and Japanese
(Continued on Page Eight)
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(Continued from Page 'T'wa}
part of the time at this group’s
gatherings.

—_—
MARDI GRAS PARTY THEME

A Mardi Gras means different
things to different people, but
to the Berkeley Folk Dancers it
will =always mean echanting
memories of their 6th Birthday
Party. Held in the lovely Brazil-
ian Reoom at Tilden Park, on
ian Room at Tilden Park.

The arriving pguests entered
upon a scene of breathtaking
loveliness, perfect in every de-
tail. From the ceiling a misty

preen net was suspended, filled.

with vari-colored balloons which
descended upon the heads of the
unsuspecting dancers after the
Russian Peasant Dance. Beauti-
fully decorated holders contained
the candles which shed their soft
licht on the small tables cov-
ered by uniqgue lace-like cloths.
The buffet table was naturally
z stellar attraction with its
abundant and delicious food and
exquisite centerpiece, and the
piece de'resistance, the birthday
cake.

After the supper and some folk
dancing, the paily-costumed
dancers hurried to find chairs in
eager anticipation of the eve-
ning’s entertainment, a Minstrel
Show, Performed by BEFD mem-
bers, almost unrecognizable in
black face, this show had every-
thing: harmony singing, jokes
(well maybe), a snappy cake-
walk, soft-shoe daneing, recita-
tions, pantomines, and songs
(one of which slyly parodied that
grand good sport, President Wal-
ter Grothe).

The Mardi Gras theme was

{Continued on page %)
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HONOR YOUR PARTNER

Virginia Anderson, president
of the Southern Section of Folk
Dance Federation of California,
iives and breathes folk dancing.
All her spare time is devoted to
it and a great deal of time which
she can’t spare. She doesn’t be-
grudge a moment of it though In
fact she only wishes she had dis-
covered what enjoyment one can
get out of dancing earlier, so
that she could have made a ca-
reer out of it.

She has had many hobbies and
interest hefore and although
most of them provide some back-
ground material for folk danc-
ing, she only discovered her
absorbing interest through the
accident of moving to Califor-
nia, and living across the street
from one of our active folk dance
groups.

Virginia was born in Lancing,
Michigan, of Scoteh-Irish and
Swedish deseent, the third gen-
eration of her family to be born
there, but she left the family
home to live in Grand Rapids,
Detroif, Duluth and Syracuse,
New York, before coming here.
Her enthusiasm for learning was
demonstrated when she was very
small, three years old in fact,
when she was allowed to attend
a private kindergarten after she
had been found sitting on the
school steps, looking longingly
in at the other children. She fre-
quently remarks that she has
darned her own hose since she
was seven, the result of two years
at a Slsters’ school.

She was graduated from high
school at sixteen, after which
she attended Junior College,
studying dramatics and English
literature, working towards a
journalistic career. Virginia has
an analytical mind and while
she degired a llterary career, was
also interested in mathematics
snd progressed in this until she
became an accountant. She
started out with an export firm
and loved working in ‘foreign
weights, currency and languages,
meanwhile developing a stamp
collection. She left this to go
with a produce concern, with
which she’s remained, having
complete charge of the office,

During the war she was with

HOY'S RADPIO AND MUSIC '

— Records — |
Columbia, Vietor, Dececa, Capltal
Blank Ttecords
Home Recording Supplies
Telephones:

San Anselmo 2961 San RataslB738
212 Sir Francis Drake Blvd.
San Anselmo, California

the Ailrcraft Warning Service,
and is proud of the fact that she
was one of the first girls put on
the Radar board, plotting flights

B

...
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VIRGINIA ANDERSON

reported by the instruments.
When the English-American
Club for the servicemen was
formed she was one of its early
members., This later developed
into the Hollywood Guild Can-
teen.

One of her first hobbies was
dolls of all nations, which she
is still collecting and which she
enjoys showing. Then her in-
terest turned to philately, and
while she is always on the hunt
for new and unusual stamps, her
time is so taken up with folk
dancing that this hobby is now
dormant, There is so much to be
learned from stamp collecting,
geography, history costumes and
many other thines, all of which
scem to lead to folk dancing.
From stamp collecting she
turned to miniature bottles and
is still pursuing this hobby while
alsc adding to her collection of
Chinese snuff bottles.

Probably the most important

Acknowledgement

Our appreciabion is expressed
for the interest and effort put
forth by the following people:

The new cover—Eleanor and
Robert Elsocht,.

Your Club and Mine—aAll Club
Reporters.

Costume Articles—Liesl Bar-
nett.

Costume Art Work—Eleanor
Elsocht.

Design Ar{ Work—Anna Ma-
rie Steinbiss. (Of last issue.)

member of the Anderson family
is their champagne cocker span-
isl, “Shammie.” Shammie has
only missed one folk dance festi-
val and seems to enjoy it all
very much.

Virginia was never interested
in social dancing, and when she
discovered the Hollywood Peas-
ants, who meet at Plummer
Park, across the street from her
home, it seemed they enjoyed
doing the squ ares and early
American dances so0 much that
she wanted to learn more about
it. Soon she .progressed from
American to all types of folk
dances and joined the Los An-
geles Recreational Co-op. Her
enthusiasm for the folk dance
movement became evident to
Southern Section dancers when
she helped establish the custom
of monthly folk festivals there
by putting on the second one
that was given in the South al-
most single handed. Soon after
she was elected the South’s first
Corresponding Secretary and she
handled that big job so compe-
tently that she is now President.
She is an acfive member of
Westwood Co-op and Infernma-
tional Dance Circle but does not
limit her interest to these groups
as she is to be found at some
group nearly every night.

With the help of her mother
and aunt she has acquired one
of the most beautiful and largest
collections of costumes in Los
Angeles. Few folk dancers have
missed seeing her in her heavily
embroidered Moravian costume
and if you haven't yet, you will!

MRS, HAZLE C. ANDERSON.

ALL THE LATEST
FOLK DANCE RECORDS
New! Webster Wire Recorder—
Immediate Delivery
Prompt attention given mail
orders—We pay postage.
MARCHI MUSIC CO.
1208 J Street Phone 3-6415
Sacramento 14, Calif,
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History of the Berkeley Folk Dancers

One July evening in 194],
eighteen charter members found
their way through the labyrinth
of winding and/or dead-end
streets guarding the loecation of
Berkeley Recreation Depart-
ment’s John Hinkel Clubhkouse to
attend the first dance session of
the Berkeley Folk Dancers.

Passing years have changed
these Berkeley backstreels to one
of the major “highways to folk
dancing.” Within three months
of its inception, B. F. D. found
it necessary to meet twice a
week, Present schedules find
three nights a week (plus an
“alternate week” Exhibition
Group meeting) inadequate, to
put it mildly.

To chronicle the growth and
history of B. F. D. presents a
problem worthy of a professional
historian. “The Berkeley ¥Folk
Dancers,” a monthly publication
of the group, began enthusiastic-
ally and completely to recount
the story of “doings™ and person-
alities in November 1941. To cull
the story of B, ¥. D, from a box-
full of back issues (from a min-
imum of four pages to a maxi-
mum of ten) is the task. Not to
draw on such a body of memora-
bilia would be a crime; and so,
from this polnt on we will let the
B. F. D. monthly tell the story.

IN THE BEGINNING

“Tt all began when the Educa-
tional Committee of the Con-
sumer’s Co-operative of Berke-
ley asked Carl Wilkin to organ-
ize a folk dancing class. Helping

Carl . . . Carolyn and Bob Wil-
liams, Alice Clarke, Elizabeth
Zane, Clare Melbin, Barbara

Hirshfeld Stevenson, Harmer
Davis, Ruth Ruby, Phyllis
Adams, Connie Moncharsh, ete.”

Dick Banwell, writing on the
occasion of B. ¥. D.'s third birth-
day, casts much light on one
reason for continued growth and
success: “Did vou know that at
the meeting when the Second
Birthday Patry was established,
a motion was passed prohibiting
anyone who had worked on
party committees before from
helping with this one? Such a
motion was passed, and the en-
tire responsibility was thrown
upon the “new blood” . . . Their

IN SAN LEANDRO
THE MUSIC BAR

‘For Your Folk Dance Records”
(Come in and pick up that gift

we have for you.)
0, T4tk §t, near Dutton TiIR, 2-4512

voices {(new members) are as
loud at business meetings as the
hoariest patriarch; and they can
run the elub as well as the char-
ter members.”

FERDERATION HISTORY TOLD
“As we go to press, we're looking
forward with a great deal of an-
ticipation to the Dance Festival
being held in Lodi Sunday, May
3rd. Our egroup is one of sixteen
that will participate . . :

And in the following month’s
issue: “A Federation composed of
all folk dancing groups in north-
ern California is in the process
of being formed. George Mon-
charsh was appointed as our rep-
resentative to attend the first
meeting i1 San Francisco. Henry
(Glass was elected ftemporary
chairman.,”

B. F. D. describes . . . “The
Federation pienic held in Golden
Gate Park on the l4th (June
1942} was a very colorful affair,
A large crowd of probably three
hundred, .. ."”

AND OF “LET'S DANCE”

And of “Let's Dance:” “The
Federation is plalining to spon-
sor a paper to be sent out once
a month. The Berkeley Folk
Dancers were asked to edit this
sheet, and we have agreed to
take over this job.” (And history
attests that Let’s Dance was for
a long and successful span of its
history to be in the capable
hands of such B. I D. people
Henry Koopman, Cheryl Klein-
hammer, Trudy Somerville, ete.

Concluding his term, one
president wrote: “Besides being
an honor, it was fun being your
president. I thoroughly enjoyed
b, and I can recommend to
everyone of you to run for pres-
ident of the Berkeley Folk Danc-
ers . ., Walter Grothe.”

Anticipating our present
“Teacher’s Institute,” Berkeley,
under the chairmanship of Da-
vid Boyce, was in the field as
early as 1944 with a Berkeley
Folk Dance Conference—attend-
ed by 75 BFD’s and 28 guests
from other Federation clubs. The
Conference idea wos repeated in
September 1946 by Berkeley, with
an attendance at Berkeley Vet-
erans’ Memorial Building and
court representing a large per-
centage of Federation groups.
EXHIBITION ACCLAIM

Recalling Berkeley’s c¢laim to
epic fame at the April 1044 festi-
val hosted by the Castle Prom-
enaders: “For the first time
in the history of the Folk
Dance Federation of Cali-
fornia, a demonstration group

has attempted the presentation
of a single dance (The Beseda)
lasting through five record-
slides, a narrator, and approxi-
mately 25 minutes.” The Beseda
was directed by Alice Jameyson;
the narration (translated from
the Czech by Helen Dulik) was
done by Elgin Juri.
B.F.D TRADITION

Started during the war, was
a series of exhibitions which
continue ag a B.F.D. tradition.
Writing of this monthly event
in 1946. “As most of you know,
ten or twelve dancers have been
going out to Oak Knoll (Naval)
Hospltal to dance for the boys in
the wards for the past year and
a half. At the present time the
dancing is done along the lines
of an informal exhibition for
fellows who for the most part
are bedridden. At one time there
was dancing with the patients.”

When B. F. D. tnrns to the
roster of Federation officers and
committees since ifs inception,
they claim the following (past
or present members) as theiy
own: Henry (Glass, Frances (Far-
rell) Glass, Ed Kremers, Clarice
(Dechent) Wills, Bret Van
Kriedt, Beatrice Cooke, Henry
Koopman, David Boyece, Ginni
(deLong) Merrill, David and Bet-
ty Young, and Walter Grothe,

To round out, if only partialiy,
the picture of the Berkeley Folk
Dancers, have a look at the fol-
lowing “montage” of headlines:
Halloween Parly, Circus Party,
May Day Kid's Party, Birthday
Party, at the Brazillian Room,
Skiing Expedition, Canadian Le-
glon Exhibit, Hinkel School-
house Party, Carnival, Museum
Show, Stern Grove, April Fool’s
Carnival, Woodminster, ete., etc.

Their secret of success and
}c.ng‘evity. Obvious — BFD has
HIL.

RECORDS BOOKS

ED KREMERS’
FOLK SHOP

A Folk Dance Specialty Center

242 O’Farrell St, No. 301
Sau Frauncisco 2, Calif.

SUtter 1-7294

NATIONS THEATRE BUILDI|NG
See Ed for all available Folk
Dance Records, including these
favorites:
Sicilian Tarantella
Neapolitan Tarantella
Ifalian Quadrille
Italian Danza

PHOMOGRAPHS AND PUBLIC ADDRESS
SYSTEMS FOR RENT AND SALE

UNITED

COSTUMES OMN BALE AND
MADE TOD ORDER
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The Mid-Summer

Festival in Sweden

Next to Christmas, Midsum-
mer Day is Sweden’s greatest
festival, and the cause for much
merriment and celebration. On
this day, the 24th of June, the
sun has reached the height of
its glory and power. Majpoles are
erected all over the country, and
are profusely decorated with
greens and flowers, (Maj in the
Swedish language, refers not to
the month, but means green
leaf.)

The folks wear their Sunday
best and like their Viking fore-
fathers, they dance around the
Maj pole throughout the after-
noon of Midsummer Day and
during the brief twilight.

The old songs and dances and
various national customs which
have been preserved in the
Scandinavian countries are at
this time proudly used and dis-
played.

Swedish homes, already very
clean, go all-out on Midsummer
Dayv leaving nothing unpolished.
The floors are serubbed to a
glistening white. The graceful
white stemmed branches with
their dainty pale green leaves
line the outside walls of houses
and decorate the entrances to
shops. The blue and yellow flag
of Sweden flutters from win-
dows and roof tops to add to the
spectacle of color and cleanli-
ness.

The ceremony observed at this
festival and preserved from
generation to generation is a
vestige of the days when Sweden
and all other Teutonic peoples
worshipped the sun and Wotan,

One of BSweden’s greatest
artists, Anders Zorn, was born
at Mora, and lived and worked
among the peasants of Dalarua
all his life, He loved them and
their age old customs and cos-
tumes and encouraged their
preservation. His paintings and

JAPAN

(Continued from Page Four)
civilians the folk dances we en-
joy so much.

After having seeen all the
sights of Tokyo and the sur-
rounding country, and after

having gomne on uncountable .

dates, Barb became homesick for
the llting folk tunes. She writes:
“Last Sunday, in the gardens of
the Imperial Palace I watched
men dancers present Indo-Ti-
betan dances as adapted by the
Japanese over one thousand
years ago. The accompaniment
was the strange and seldom
heard Japanese lute. The danc-
ers, wearing beantiful silk Kki-
monos and face masks present-
ed a most unhusuzl picture. Al-
though centurys old, the dances
were something akin to modern
ballet and looked very difficult.”

Barbara met a sergeant who
hailed {from Seattle. Her en-
thusiasm convinced him that he
should give folk dancing a try.
After teaching the sergeant Tzy-
ganochka, Vengerka, and Mitzy
Putz Di, Barb talked him into
exnibiting these dances with her
at the service men’s club and
several other patherings. This
resulted in Barb teaching serv-
ice personnel, and {finally,
through the Red Cross, Japanese
civilians.

Barbara enjoys the enthusi-
astic response to her efforts. We
say the ever increasing popu-
larity of folk dancing is due to
the efforts of people like Bar-
bara McBride,

e e N N e R T Nt S i e e

sculptures inftroduced Swedish
Folk Arts to the world, and his
articles on Folk Customs inter-
ested people in Swedish folk
history.

FOR FOLK PANCING FUN

.« . DIRNPAL SKIRTS, BLOUSES
& TUMPERS DRESSES

MAIA ORDERS PROMPTLY FIALED

07 o’
‘ 2‘1 2‘ ZQ“\ <«

NOTICE

We understand that a number
of folk dacners came home from
the summer activities, only to
find their subscription to “LET'S
DANCE” HAD RUN OUT. We
are sorry this happened, but if
you send your renewal in now,
we will put forth every effort
to correct this situation.

So Hurry, Hurry, Hurry! Get
YOUR DANCE ROUTINES;
YOUR CLUB AND FEDERATION
NEWS;, AND REMAIN A PART
OF OUR EVER -~ GROWING
FOLK DANCE FAMILY.

Folk Dances
From Near
And Far. ..

[f you have wondered where
you could obtain dance de-
scriptions In book form here
Is your answer:

Volume 1 (1944)

Volume IT (1945)

Volume III (1946)
$2.00 each

“FOLK DANCES
FROM NEAR
AND FAR”

Each book contains dances is-
sued in “Let’s Dance” for a
year, plus a reference list
(Folk Dance Bibliography?},
and definitions of dance terms,
{dance positions, slep patterns,
and common figures).

The Research Committee has
done an outstanding job of
writing descriptions of the
dances we enjoy doing.

These volumes may be ob-
tained from

FOLK DANCE
FEDERATION
OF CALIFORNIA

Publications Committee

262 O'Farrell Street, Rm. 307
SAN FRANCISCO 2,
CALIFORNIA

Telephone Sutter 1-7204

-
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Foilk Damse Fadoraiion
a G B e eann
of Galiornia

Abstraets of Council Meeting
SOUTHERN SECTION

1. Meeting held Aupust 3.

2. Tarzana Squares, led hy J.
Ross King, joined the Federa-
Lion.

3. Informal Leaders Meeting
to be held Sept. 14 at Griffith
Playground. Paul Erfer, chair-
man.

4, Tentative bid for November
testival by Centinela Valley.

5. Other festivals; December
—1I. D. C., January-open, Febru-
ary-0Ojiai Valley Dancers. March-
‘Westwood Co-op.

6. Teacherg’ Institute August
5, 6, 7, arranged for Madelynne
Greene teaching. Federation
spongored.

7. Group opinions asked on
possibility of bringing proposed
Northern Section Teachers’ In-
stitute with May Gadd or Lloyd
Shaw here.

8. California delegation urged
for next National Festival in St.
Louis, April 1948.

OO BRIy
% Let’s Talk [ Qver %

[intateinteiuiciatatatntointsiniuiesuintetuinie}

Do you have a Folk Dance
problem you would like to oifer
for discussion?

If so—send your letter to the
Editor (typewritten), with per-
mission to print in our new
column “LET'S TALK IT OVER.”

Answers forthcoming will be
oifered by the readers, and will
not he the opinion of the staff
of Let’s Dance.”

0O

Czechs Like Waliz

By HELEN DULICK

The waltz is very popular
as a Cgech dance but it is not
usually danced in the charac-
teristic Viennese fashion, but in
the step-close-step fashion of
the modern waltz as is done In
our ballrooms today.

While the Slovaks also dance
the polka and the waltz, “Tan-
cuj.” which is well known among
folk dancers in America, is a
characteristic Slovak dance. The
~usie with its variations and ir-

regularities in tempo is also
characteristic of Slovak folk
music “Tancuj, tancuj,” as

most of the folk dancers here
know it, hag a definite pattern
but in Slovakia, it is danced
with a variety of steps and
movements, depending on the
whim of the man dancer;

FRONT

i

WOMANT BLOUSE OF OFF-WHITE LINEN
TRIMMED WiTH BANDS OF CROSS-STITCH

EMBROIDERY

NOTE THE
CHARACTERISTIC

}f a AR -HOLE

-BOTTHA -

L -DUISTRICT OF TULA -

CENTRAL RUSSIA

BACK

BALK
VIEW

FIEATED PANEL

THIS WHITE WOOL SMOCK IS WORN BY MEN AND
WOMEN ALIKE  THE ONLY DIFFERENCE BEING

IN THE COLOR OF THE TRIMMINGS,

= COLOR OF TRIMMINGS -
MEN - BLACK RED, GREEN ANC GOLD
WOMEN - BLUE | RED, GREEN, SILVER,

GOLD AHO PURPLE

Your Club and Mine

(Continued from Page Five)
further enhanced by the corona-
tion of a King and Queen, dur-
ing the latter part of the eve-
ning. Walter Grothe did the
honors and placed the crowns
on EKing Larry Getchell, BFD's
popular president, and Queen El-
len Braito, the egqually popular
vice-president and Chairman of
the Birthday Party.

Ellen and all of her wenderful
committee well deserve the
thanks of those membhers who
attended this exquisite affair,

CAPEZIO

BT, 1887
DANCE — THEATRICAL
FOOTWEAR

Russian Boots—Men’s Spanish
Boots — Custom Made

Special Shoes for Folk Dancers \
BETHEL TURNER, Mgr.

088 Market St, San Franclseo
411 W. 7th St., Los Angeles
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The Czech Beseda

The Beseda, which means a
“party” or “social gathering,” is
a national dance of Czechoslo-
vakia. It is a composite dance,
composed of many folk dances,
some of which are very old and
are no longer danced as folk
dances alone but only as a part
of the Beseda. In fack, the pur-
pose for the arrangement of
such a composite dance was to
preserve the folk culture of the
Czechs. It was one of the results
of a movement which had been
started to revive the national
consciousness of the people. The
Czech patriots tried to make the
people feel that a nation which
possessed such a fine folk cul-
ture need not give way to de-
spalr under political oppression.
Tn this way, not only were the
dance steps preserved, but also
the old folk melodies.

The Beseda, as a whole, might
not actually be called a “folk
dance,” because it was originally
a composed dance, but it has
been danced by the people and
has been so loved by them that
it hag truly become a nhational
dance, a dance of the people. It
jg still danced at celebrations
and festivals throughout
Czechoslovakia and among the
Czechoslovak groups in  the
United States.

The most familiar of the Be-
sedas (there are threey, is the
Czech Beseda. This dance con-
sists of four parts and is done
by four couples, standing in
square dance formation.

Another Beseda, which waa
composed during the latter part
of the nineteenth century, about
the same time as the composl-
tion of the Czech Beseda, Is
known as the Moravian Beseda.
Thig is danced in the same for-
mation and with the same num-
ber of couples as the Czech
Beseda, but it is composed of
dances and songs native to the
central part of Czechoslovakia

which is called Moravia.

YOUR GIFT and
BABY SHOP

CUSTOM MADE CLOTHES

SAN FRANCISCO
1821

258 TAYLOR ST.,

DROWAY

RUSSIAN BLOUSES FDR MEN AND
WOMEN

ALTERATIONS AND DRESSMAKING

Skirts and Blouses Made 1o
order,

Save the Date!

Ivy horder copied from a 158-year-old Czech apron.

October 5—Federation Festival
at Oxnard.

October 5—Folk Dance Festival
in Sonoma af invitation of
Sonoma Chamber of Com-
meree, 2:00 to 5 p.m. Details
to be announced.

October 11 and 12 (Saturday and
Sunday—International Insti-
tute ai Infernational House in
East Los Angeles. Programs
and exhibits, afternoon and
evening of both days.

October 12—Federation Festival
at Garfield School grounds,
Hopking Street, Berkeley. 1:30
to 5:30 p.am., followed by an
evening party. Berkeley Folk
Dancers, hosts, Further details
0 be announced.

October 19—Regional Festival at
San Jose -Auditorium. Details
to be announced.

October 26—Teachers’ Institute,
Details to be announced.

November 16—Federation Pesti-
val at San Francisco Civie Au-
ditorium. San Francisco Folk
Arts Group and Carousel,
hosts. 1:00 to 5 p.m. Evening
parfy at Central YMCA, 220
Golden State Ave. Y Gate-
swingers, hosts,

December T—Federation Festival
at Oakland Civie Auditorium.
Castle Prome na ders, hosts.
1:00 to 5 p.m. Evening party
Details to be announced,

Saturday 18—Fesiival and Ba-
zaar at Lincoln Playground in
Santa Monica, 12 to 12, Folk
Santa Monlea, 12 to 12. Booths,
enfertainment and food.

Sunday 26—Festival at Reseda-
Tarzana Park given by Tar-
zana Squares, 1 to 5 pum.
Square dancing and folk
dancing,

New Beseda

In 1938, a “new'" Beseda was
composed and was csalled the
“Czechoslovak Beseda.” It was
danced for the first time at the
1938 Slef in Prague, The Slet is
a gathering of members of the
Sokol Gymnastic Association,
with delegaftes coming from all
over the world to participate in
the gymnasiic exhibitions. It is
held every six years in Prague.

The Czechoslovak Beseda also
contains four parts, but each
part consists of folk dances na-
pive to & particular geographical
region in Czechoslovakia-Bo-
hemla, Moravia, Slovakia and
the Carpatho-Ukraine (Ruthe-
nia). So, here again, an attempt
was made to create a fruly na-
tional dance for the Czechoslo-
vaks, a dance which would be
representative of all the pople
living in the Czechoslovak Re-
public which wasg created after
World War 1.

However, since Ruthenia is no
longer a part of Czechoslovakia,
it will be interesting to learn
whether the Czechoslovak Be-
seda is danced at present, in its
entirety as a national dance, or
whether only three parts of if
are danced.

It can thus be seen that the
folk dances of Czechoslovakia
are inextricably bound up with
the political history of that lit-
tle democratic country and have
been a part of the conscious de-
sire of the Czechoslovaks to pre-
serve their own culture through
centuries of oppression,

HELEN DULIK

AMERICAN SQUARES

A Magazine Dedicated to Amecrienn
Folik Dancing
1—TL.earn to Trance and Call

Sqguare Dances .ooiciiiee 31,60
1 Year's Subscription
To Amerlcan SQUATES...cccoeee e $1.00

Both For $1.00

Box 100, 38 So. Girard Street
WOODRURY, N. J.
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TEACHERS® INSTTTUTE

The Southern section was hon-
ored the week of August 4th by
the presence of Madelynne
Greene, who, during her visit
here presented a Teacher's In-
stitute the 6th and 7th of Aug-
ust, with advanced teaching the
5th section of the federation.
Virginia Anderson was responsi-
ble for the organization of this
institfute arid was assisted by
Esther Liptz.

The first evening of the insti-
tute was held in Plummer Park
from 8:00 to 11:00 p.m., and the
main hall was filled with dance
teachers, recreation and physical
education instructors, and lead-
ers of the various folk dance
groups of the Soufhern section.
Virginia Anderson presented
Madelynne to the group, who
warmed everyone to her at once
with her pleasant personalify,
and an atmosphere of friendli-

ness was created,

The evening was devoted en~
firely to the teaching of three
dances as done in the Northern
section, which were the Neopoli~

tan Tarantella, the Polish Ma-
zur, and Kamaringkia. Everyone
enjoyed learning the dances very
much and approved wholeheart-
edly of Madelynne’s teaching
methods. While teaching, she ex-
plained various ways of breaking
down the setps for teaching
classes or groups and stressed
the learning of style as an im-
portant part of the dance.

The second meeting of the in-
stitute was held in the Student’s
Union of Los Angeles Ciy Col~
lege, and practically everyone
who had attended the first ses-
sion was there and many others
besides. How to set up a group
and how to teach were the topics
ot the evening. For the first
topic Madelynne asked members
of various groups to give point-
ers on this and to explain some
of the mefthods employed hy
their respective groups. Esther
Liptz of Westwood explained
what the membhership of the fed-
eration is, and that the various
kinds of groups are: 1. co-opera-
tive, 2. teacher directed, 3. spon-

sored (i, e.—by some civic group)

and 4, ethnic, (the majority of
groups being of the first type).
A suggestion for starting a group
is to visit other groups to find
out what type Is wanted. She
pointed cut that a few people
can learn enough in one evening
to teach others. Neighboring
groups are always wiling to help;
one of the nicest features of folk
dancing is the cooperative spirit
that prevails,

The Teachers’ Institute was
beyond a doubt a huge success
and the only sad note was the
fact that there wasn’t more of
it. Everyone learned a great deal
and are all hoping that there will
be a repeat in the near future.
Madelynne Green has the whaole-
hearted approval of the people
in the Southern Section. Many
thanks to Madelynne and we
hope that we may have the good
fortune of having her back again
some time,

ROCHELLE GUNSEY.

PARKSIDE RADIO &
RECORD SHOP
941 Taraval, S. F. 16; LO 6-7676
RADIOS REPAIRED

FEATURING SOANDINAVIAN AND
OTHER INTHRERATIONAL REQORDS

Mexican Pottery
GIFTS-CERAMICS

POTTERY - GARDEN POTTERY - DINNERWARE
URNS - DISH GARDENS - POTTERY BASE LAMPS
LARGE PLATES - HUARACHES

A large and beautiful assortment—
Come i and see what we have 1o offer!

FIORIO and GALLO

9547 MacArthur Blvd,, Oakland, California

"

L.Ockhaven 8-5326




Piayed by DOMINICK SARGUSA and His Orchestra
1652-—SICILEANELLA—TESORO MIO '

-~ - - WALTZ

1003—SICELIAN TARANTELLA—LA DANZA
1054—-QUADRIGLIA NAPOLETANA—LA VINCI - .
155 —-TARANTELLA NAPOLETANA—SALTARELLO ROMANO

Scottish Folk Dances
Altbum P.D.-1
Played by

CANADIAN LEGION PIPE BAND
1027 FETRONELLA

CIRCASSIAN CIRCLE
1028 HIGHLAND SCHOT-
TISCHE—FLOWERS OF
EDINBURGH
MISS MacLEOD'S REEL
STRIP THE WILLOVW
CAMPBELLS ARE COMIN’
HIGHLAND FLING

Irish Folk Dances
ALBUM F.D.-2
Played by
JAMES O'FLYNN
AND HIS ORCHESTRA
IRISH WASHERWOMAN
STACK OF BARLEY
MISS McLEOD'S REEL
FAIRY REEL
O'DONNELL ABU
RICKETT'S HORNPIPE
PADDY WHACK
GARRY OWEN

Spanish Folk Dances

ALBUM FD.-3
Played by
MANUEL S. ACUNA
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

1001 FAPQ BLANQUITA

LA MADRE DEL
CORDERO

ALGRIAS

ESPANA CANI

EL MANTON DE MANILA
EL GARROTIN

EL CURRITO DE LA
CRUZ—CIELO ANDALUZ

1029
1030

1039
1640
1011
1042

1003
1013
1014

Baltic Folk Dances
ALBUM F.D.-4
Played by

ERIK LUNDQUIST
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

YANDRA POLKA
BALEN I KARLSTAD
SPINNING WALTZ
TIZ TOP HAMBO
SCHOTTIS

GAMAL REINLENDAR
TO-TUR
SUDMALINAS

1035
1035
1637
1038

Russian Folk Dances
ALBUM EF.D.-5

Playved by
VLADIMIR NIEDZIELSKI
AND HIS
BALALAIKA ORCHESTRA

1919 TOSKA

RUSSIAN SHER No, 1
1820 UKRAINIAN DANCE
RAZBITAYA JZIN
KOHANOCHKA
FPADISPAN
KOROBUSHEKA
RUSSIAN SHER No. 2-3

1021
1022

Mexican Folk Dances
ALBUM F.D.-6

Played by
MANUEL S. ACUNA
AND HIS ORCHESTRA
JARABE TAPATIO
LA ZANDUNGA
CHIAPANECAS
LAS ESPUELAS
JARANA YUCATECA
FANTASIA MICHOACANA
EL. MAS BONITO PIE
LAS MANANITAS

1002
1004
1015
1016

Russian Gypsy Dances
ALBUM F.D.-7
Played by

YASCHA BOROWSKY and his
RUSSIAN GYPSY ENSEMBLE
1023 O ETIE TCHORNYA
. GLAZA
TENI MINUVSHAGO
GAI-DA-TROIKA
METELITZA
ALEXANDROVSKA
UKRANIAN MELODIES
YAR POTPURRI
RUSSIAN FOLK DANCE

1924
1025
1026

American Folk Dances

ALBUM F.D.-9
~ Played by
HARLEY LUSE
AND HIS QRCHESTRA
UNDER THE BAMBOCO
TREE—-SPANISH CIRCLE
GLOWWORM
RYE WALTZ
YELETA WALTZ
COTTON EYED JOE
MOON WINKS
CALIFORNIA
SCHOTTISCH

1943
1044
1045
1046

VIENI AMOR MIO

Harley Luse and His
Blue Ridge Mountain Boys

WITHOUT CALLS
ALBUM F.D.-8
TURKEY IN THE STRAW
YARSOUVIANNA
TENNESSEE SQUARE
CHICKEN REEL
SOLDIERS JOY
BUFFALO GALS
MISSISSIPPI SAWYER
ARKANSAS TRAVELER

1031
1032
1033
1034

Juan Torrado
and His Orchestra
SAMBA ALBUM FD.-11
PORTO DEL SOL
FRENTE A TI
CANSINO SAMBA
CHORRO
SAO PAULO
AVENIDO DE ESTADO
LA BOTELLA
LAMENTO AZUL

IMPERIAL RECORDS

Authenti¢c Folk Dance Music
Approved by the Folk Dance
Federation of California
AL TOPFT
AND HIS ORCHESTRA
ROAD TO THE ISLES
Scottish
DASHING WHITE
SERGEANT—Seottish
BLACK HAWHK WALTZ
American
LACES AND GRACES
American
WOODEN SHOES
Lithuanian
EIDE RATAS
Estonian
MEITSCHI PUTZ DI
Swiss
WEGGIS—Swiss -
RAINBOW AND RED
WING—Square Danee
HIAWATHA AND SILVER
BELL—Sguare Dance
DARLING NELLY GRAY
Sauare Dance
SPANISH CAVALIER
Square Dance
SHE'LL. BE COMIN'
'ROUND THE MOUNTAIN
AT A GEORG1A CAMP
MEETING-—Sguare Danece

1047
1048
1049
1059

1005

1306

1097

1008

1009
1910
1111

1112

IMPERIAL RECORD CO.

137-139 Northwestern Ave., Los Angeles 4, Cahf






